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A suitable 
success 


Dubliners queue to offer sympathy to Warrington 



By Edward Gorman 

*' IRELAND CORRESPONDENT 

PEOPLE In Dublin turned out in 
tinusands ^starday to^ sign books 
of comt ap T i ces to be . sent to the 
majror of Warri ng ton in the wake of 
the ERA bombings at the weekend. 
- -They queued- throughout the day 
at the General Post Office on 
O’Cbnuefl Sheet, some waiting for 
' half an 'hour to add their names. 
Among the hundreds waiting at 
Tuabbtime were’ womenunable to 
discssSfoe murder of threeyear- 
o3d Johnathan SaH without 


ASH® 1■394-pagenOvelA 
Suitable Man is pubEshed 
today, ViJaam Seth fe 
already being hailed as a- 
literary flan. His epic stay 
ot a young woman’s quest . 
for a husband in an India 
Just coming to terms , with 
independence and pjsfffltioh 
te described by Dariiei ■ 

Johosonfoday as perhaps 
- the most prodigious work - : 

of the tatter half of the 
century (Books, page 37). 

ON SATURDAY Times • ■ 

• readers can judge for 
themselves—when an 
extract from this teeming 
novel Is published at foe 
Weekend section.-• 
Meanwhile toroorroW.Seth - 
fe interviewed to The Times . 
by Valerie Grove. : 

Pop art’s pop 


taiy, said die wanted to show the 
people- of Britain how deeply she 
felt for the victims of tbeboodring. 
She talked ofWHf Bafl. Jo hnathan 's 
father and sakl that she could tell, 
watching him on television, how 
much he had wasted a son. Now his 
lcfe bad been taken away. 

Another woman, who asked not 
to be named, spoke on the brink of 
tears about her eight-day-old 
daughter, who died at the Great 
Ormond Street Hospital for Sick 
Children in London last July. Brit¬ 
ish doctors bad responded to an 
SOS cafl from their Dublin cat* 
leagues and had done so much to 
try to save her baby, yet ber 


countrymen had now killed a three- 
year-old English bay, she said. 

The queues outside the post 
office building, where Irish inde¬ 
pendence was declared 77 years 
ago. is farther evidence that a 
spontaneous new peace movement 
could be developing in the republic 
as a result of Warrington. The 
Peace Train organisation which 
made the books of condolence 
available, said about 4,000 people 
had signed by lunchtime, in spite of 
there being no advance advertising. 

Many of those queueing spoke 
enthusiastically about the initiative 
taken fay Susan McHugh, a house¬ 
wife from the north of the city, who 


last nigfa was holding a public 
meeting at Trinity College to try to 
organise a mass demonstration 
a^lnst the IRA. 

Rita O'KeQy. 57, a financial 
controller who was among those 
who queued for nearly half an hour 
daring her hutch-break to sign, said 
she had waited too long Tor an 
opportunity to unite with others to 
send a new signal to the IRA. '‘We 
want a national demonstration — 
you've no idea how we fed in 
Ireland," she said. “We fed help¬ 
less. but we know what we want to 
do." Then she added: “Not (hat we 
believe the psychopaths who are 
running die IRA will listen to 


anybody, but we feel we want to 
show them." 

Mrs McHugh’s ideas were en¬ 
dorsed yesterday by Dublin City 
Council, whose members joined 
across party lines to support the 
idea of a mass protest One ootxndl- 
Ujt said: “We also want to show 
people everywhere that the IRA 
does not enjoy the support of the 
community here." 

Events in Dublin yesterday came 
as the troubles in Northern Ireland 
Harm ed their twentieth victim of 
the year when a Sinn Fein member 
was shot dead by (he outlawed 
Ulster Freedom Fighters. Police 
said the victim, Peter Gallagher, 


rica had nuclear 
.admits de Klerk 



THREE DECADES, agottte 
pairrtHigsofRay 
Lichtenstein wefa shown T 
. - only to avant-garde '; 
gafleries. Ntowfoey merit's 
serious retrospective ai the 

- Tate in Liverpool. Irian " 
exclusive interview for foe- 
new Times Magazine on . . . 

Saturday, Kate Muir meets, 
theenfamterribledfp«jps«.- 
nowTfttohfesfocfia.; 

Irish eyes 

THE SPELL of Connemara, 
ttre joy of Galway end Cork* 
remote islands set to a . : 
• turbulent seascape---. 

. Reasufesof ltetend.a 

- special supplement wifo ; 
'The Times tomorrow. 


Alts. • : .33-35 

Births, marriages, • 

deaths —--,-:—>20 

Body and Mind-:--.17 

Books---3W7. 

Business-23-21L32 

Concise Crossword.—.—,44 



from Toomebridge, Co Antrim, had 
just arrived for work at a construc¬ 
tion site in west Belfast when a lone 
gunman fired several shots at him 
from beyond the site’s perimeter 
fence. 

Mr Gallagher, who was 44 and 
married with six children, died very- 
shortly after being hit. His death 
came after a Loyalist attempt on 
the life of a Sinn Fein councillor in 
the aty on Tuesday night, when a 
grenade was thrown into his house. 
Neither he nor his wife and 
children were injured. 
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wastCT7mnatEdm : 1990. 

■ .• Mr de . Ktetk -haf.now 
■dedaed.te^jmwde fail infor¬ 
mation. “is doth Africa's hands 

, ' : y - . 

7 'l/the president also toklfoe 
t pariiainent' tfiaiTioi^teSr had 
-been, carried out and 'that 
. South Africa haiworiced with 
ifo other coUrfb# : I4-has long 
r beensormised ihatlsraefwas 
; involved: x b v $cxifo Ahica's 
nuclear programme, arid 
■there was concern' in Jerusa- 
lem yesterday foatMr de 
KjterkVstatement would ex¬ 
pose foe Jewish states rote — 
.and its own armoury of up tip 
; 2.00' riiidear warheads. ~' ~ ■ 

Although Israeli ' officials 
refuse: to riHwnerii, the two 
countries are keown to have 
cCH^)erafed : odOTrivdym. the 
development-tiT both conven- 
tidnal and nndear aims. The 
'relationship Is believed lb have 
ibldssqmed afbsr the. 2967: Six 
Day War;;;when France 

■ stopped its military assistance 
-.to Israel. whidi had io .look 

elsewfeae fbrallies. >- 
• israd effectively traded its 
teduiical knowledge in the 
Je3d of nuclear physics for the 
uranium ore and strategic 
materials “ mined in South 
Afiica-At the height of the oo- 
opeiatkui between th e two 
countries, when John Vorsfcr 
was Sctotb Africa’s prime min¬ 
ister, tiie ^jwernnKrife at 
least six stsaretagreenierits on 
nudear weapons devetop- 
ment in.T976._Mr Vorster 
.announced to the worid that 
his cwntry was interested only 

in ^peacefia ^fcarions ' of 
; nuefearpower. huthewanied: 

ywe ban enridi urammm and 
we have die capabihty." 

■The strengthening affiance 
'Israel-was believed to 
'• have led to ar least one joint 
‘ test—in the south Atlantic in- 
1979-^dthoa^dte Interna- 


Safe hands: United Nations soldiers carrying children from a Tnria air base after French helicopters evacuated civilians from Srebrenica 
yesterday. The mission was suspended temporarily after Serbs sheBed the landing zone in a football stadium. Page 10 


• landing zone in a football stadium. Page 10 
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Schoolboy 
accused of 
raping his 
teacher 

By Mjchael McCarthy 
and Stewart Ten dler 


THE alleged dassroom rape 
of a teacher fay a 13-year-old 
pupQ in a south London 
comprehensive school 
prompted an emergency 
check on school safety proce¬ 
dures fay the London borough 
of Southwark yesterday. 

The incident, which if sub¬ 
stantiated would be the first 
case in Britain of a teacher 
being raped by a pupil, is said 
to hate happened last Friday 
and involved foe boy, a fellow 
pupil aged 14 and a supply 
teacher in her 20s who teaches 
French and who had been at 
tiie school for a few weeks. 

The teacher, who lives in 
west London, is now on leave. 

According to Scotland Yard 
the alleged attack took place 
at 3.15 pm while the teacher 
was alone in a dassroom with 
the two boys. She was alleged¬ 
ly attacked by the beys but the 
attack was stopped by the 
arrival of another member of 
stall 

Police confirmed yesterday 
that they were dealing with a 
dear allegation of rape involv¬ 
ing the 13-year-old and not 
one of indecent assault Police 
also said that there were no 
allegations that a knife was 
used in the attack. 

A 13-year-old cannot be 
charged with rape because a 
19th-century law says that a 
child under the age of 14 is not 
capable of such a serious 
sexual attack. If a boy under 
14 was charged, he could face 
allegations of indecent assault. 

Both boys have been re¬ 
leased on police bail but with 
no date set for their return to 
see police. 

Teacher attacked, page 3 

Margot Norman, page 16 


denied that the double flash 
seenlhfin had been a nudear 

. lhe prqjert said yesterdaythat 
■ lie was ooaviheed that it had 
-XbeerL awi arileasPtwo others' 
. are believed" to “fiave been 


r ed by American and Rus- 
sattffites. 

. .The atomic agency said, 
however, that It had no evi¬ 
dence that the South Africans 
had ever tested their weapon 
and Mf.de Klerk insisted 
yestewtey: “South' Africa has 
. never conducted a clandestine 
test* 

Mr de Klerk: also told his 
paifitonem that no advance 

nudear explosives—H-bombs 

— were manufactured, and 
that all nudear material had 
been returned to the custody of 
the atomic energy commis- 
• sion. R.P. “Pa** Botha, the 
foreign mininister said later 
that an auditor had been 
. appointed to ensure that every 
gram of enriched uranium 
used had been accounted for. 

The programme.^which cost 
between between ,700 ' and 
800 million rands (£150 to 
£170 mflKonJ. was known to at 
most a thousand people at any 
Continued on page 2, col 1 


Yeltsin drops direct rule in 
effort to avoid impeachment 


MPs call for ombudsman 
to punish erring papers 

By Alexandra Frean. media correspondent 


From Anne McElvoy in Moscow 


9 ^7014^46244 •. ■ St^pn^^vrere ‘ HangfagndmapageM 


PRESIDENT Ydtsin has 
dropped the introduction of 
direct presidential rule that he 
announced at the weekend in 
a move calculated to ward off 
preparaifonshypariiaznemaiy 
hardliners to impeach him. 

The final version of his 
decree yesterday contained no 
reference to rhe “special rule" 
he hadfcarfier dedared neces¬ 
sary. It also omitted his pro¬ 
nouncement on Saturday that 
any action fay. the legislature 
contradicting his order was 
automatically invalid—two of 
the .main clauses that had 
causal the. country's highest 
court to pronounce on Tues¬ 
day that hisaatement violated 
the constitution. 

Instead, foe document re¬ 


ferred to ‘Tngem measures... 
aimed at stabilising the situa¬ 
tion and providing conditions 
for economic reform**, a for¬ 
mulation so bland that even 
his most vituperative enemies 
will find it hard to quarrel with 
it However, foe document 
does keep plans for a plebiscite 
next month to determine nat¬ 
ional confidence in his leader¬ 
ship and his spokesman said 
the president was still seeking 
a vote to change the Brezhnev- 
era constitution that is hinder¬ 
ing foe implementation of 
reform, a move that foe legis¬ 
lature. fearful of extinction at 
the hands of the electorate, win 
oppose. 

The compromise feited to 
farifoate an agreement be¬ 


tween Mr Yeltsin and his chief 
rival for power. Ruslan 
Khasbulatov. the parliamen¬ 
tary chairman, who apposes a 
vote of confidence. Talks be¬ 
tween the two men were 
broken off after only 15 min¬ 
utes without agreement yester¬ 
day afternoon, with a tight- 
lipped Mr Khasbulawv an¬ 
nouncing merely that the 
meeting had “darified foe 
situation”. 

The standing parliament 
also pressed ahead with its 
resolution id convene the Con¬ 
gress of People's Deputies 
tomorrow with the aim of 
impeaching Mr Yeltsin. 

Aid to Russia, page 11 
WHliam ReeshMogg, page IS 


NEWSPAPERS could be 
ordered to pay compensation 
to aggrieved readers and sub¬ 
jected to unlimited fines, 
under sweeping changes to 
easting press regulations pro¬ 
posed by MPs yesterday. 

Under foe proposals, drawn 
up by the aB-pariy Commons 
national heritage committee, 
the industry would also be 
required to set up a hotline to 
enable readers to complain. 

The committee's report. 
Privacy and Media Intrusion. 
would maintain the current 
setf*eguIatoty _ system of a 
press commission but would 
add an extra layer of policing 
in the form of an ranbudsman 
wifo statutory powers to pun¬ 
ish papers that infringed a 
new code of practice, lhe 


committee also calls for the 
introduction of a protection of 
privacy bill to protect individ¬ 
uals from media harassment 
and supports legislation to 
ban “electronic intrusion**. 
But it recommends an exten¬ 
sion of the public's right of 
access to information. 

Some editors believe that 
the report has gone too tar. 
Andrew Neil editor or 77te 
Sunday Times, said that It 
recommended a degree of 
intrusion “greater than anyy 
thing that existed under Nazi 
Germany" and Peier Preston, 
editor of The Guardian, said 
the reforms were “bewilder¬ 
ing and confusing**. 

Right to know, page 5 
Leading article, page 19 
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Heseltine pit rescue 
begins to sway 
rebel Conservatives 

By Philip Webster, Jill Sherman and Ross Tieman 


MICHAEL HeseJtine’s hopes 
of pushing his revised pit 
closure plan through the Com¬ 
mons rose last night after 
signs that he had succeeded in 
buying off enough potential 
rebels to avoid defeaL 

The way was also deared for 
the President of the Board of 
Trade to publish his white 
paper on the future of the coal 
industry today with the disclo¬ 
sure of an agreement on coal 
contracts with the power gen¬ 
erators worth £5.76 billion in 
the next five years. 

As Mr Heseltine embarked 
on a last-minute effort to win 
over the doubters to his two- 
year plan to rescue 13 threat¬ 
ened pits, it emerged that 
MPs could debate the new 
package as early as next 
Tuesday, an indication of 
ministerial confidence in iL 
Signs that the strength of the 
rebellion was waning last 
night came as only 12 of the 
50-sirong Conservative coal 


group attended a meeting to 
discuss tactics. 

A package of regional aid 
worth about £100 million is to 
be allocated to areas most 
affected by the dosures. British 
Coal was last night drawing 
up a list of pits that can be 
saved in the shorter term. 

Mr Heseltine will also an¬ 
nounce a new agreement to 
import less French power. He 
.will bring forward to this year 
the government's long-await¬ 
ed review of civil nudear 
policy, raising doubts over 
whether some of the older 
Magnox plants will be kept 
going. 

He is expected to fore¬ 
shadow early legislation allow¬ 
ing some of die threatened 31 
pits to be offered under licence 
to private sector operators, to 
lift the limit of ISO workers 
that such mines can employ, 
and to change workshift pat¬ 
terns to allow miners to stay 
longer underground. There 


Strike mars Ford’s 
key model launch 

By Kevin Eason, motoring correspondent 


THE multi-miilion-pound 
launch of Ford's most impor¬ 
tant car for a decade will today 
be maned by a strike by 
thousands of workers. 

Nearly 1,000 showrooms 
will be unveiling the new 
Mondeo mid-range car, on 
which Ford is pinning its 
hopes of recovery bom record 
finandal losses. The gloss will, 
however, be wiped from the 
occasion by the walk-out of up 
to 8.000 white collar workers 
from key plants in a dispute 
over Ford's threat to order 
compulsory redundancies for 
the first time in 25 years. 

Although the MSF white 
collar union does not expect a 
complete response, all six of 
Ford’s biggest manufacturing 
and research plants will be hit. 
Almost 3,500 workers at the 
factories at Dagenham, Essex, 
and Halewood, on Mersey¬ 
side, and research workers at 
Dun ton, Essex, have indicated 
that they will join the protest 

Union leaders said that this 
was a strike that they did not 
want Ford wishes to cut office 
and research jobs by 2,200. 
induding 1,000 this year. All 
but 88 redundancies have 
been found from volunteers, 
but Ford says that it wants the 
last few mopped up this 
month and will issue compul¬ 
sory notices if necessary. Only 


days ago. Ford told manual 
worker unions that it was 
withdrawing a threat of com¬ 
pulsory redundancies al¬ 
though its voluntary 
programme to cut the 
workforce fell 300 short The 
company said that an expected 
upturn in sales this year meant 
that workers could stay on. 

Jim Thomas, MSF national 
officer, said yesterday: “We 
cannot understand why Ford 
is pushing so hard. We are 
almost there and we have co¬ 
operated right down the line, 
but the company seems deter¬ 
mined to go on with the 
compulsory threat to white 
collar staff." 

The dispute could not come 
at a worse time for Ford, 
anxious to direct all publicity 
towards the Mondeo launch. 

The company is understood 
to have suffered its second- 
worst loss last year with a 
defidt of about £300 million. 

The Mondeo is seen as the 
first key ingredient of recovery. 
The model, with its appeal to 
company car buyers, has en¬ 
tered the list of top 10 best¬ 
selling cars even before launch 
day. In the first 20 days of the 
month, the Mondeo was in 
fourth place, with 2,897 cars 
registered. Most are thought 
to be dealer demonstrators or 
early deliveries to Seer buyers. 


will also be limits on the 
quantity of imports of the coal 
substitute orimulsion allowed 
into Britain. 

The cabinet wQI formally 
approve the white paper, 
which was being printed yes¬ 
terday. this rooming and Mr 
Heseltine will make a state¬ 
ment to the Commons this 
afternoon. 

Agreement was reached yes¬ 
terday on electricity purchase 
contracts worth £13 billion, 
underpinning coal sales of 
160 milli on tonnes over five 
years. 

Senior Tory MPs predicted 
that the revolt against the 
government next week would 
be smaller than that in Octo¬ 
ber after the ill-fated an¬ 
nouncement that 31 pits were 
to dose with the loss of 30,000 
jobs. Some MPs, induding 
Elizabeth Peacock. Richard 
Alexander and Nicholas 
Win tenon, appeared last 
night to remain implacably 
opposed to Mr Heseltine's 
new plans. But others who 
rebelled in October, induding 
Dr Michael Clark. MP for 
Rochford, indicated that they 
would bade the government 

Sir Patrick McNair-Wflson. 
MP for New Forest, who 
abstained in October, said he 
would now support Mr 
Heseltine. The previous plans 
had been DJ thought out and 
rushed, he said. 

But Nicholas Winterton, 
MP for Macclesfield, said the 
plan was “totally unaccept¬ 
able" and “pathetic". There 
was no guarantee that the 
rescued pits would stay open 
after two years. 

Neil Hamilton, the junior 
trade minister, urged the 
rebels to support the proposals 
yesterday. “We are mining a 
rich seam of support in the 
back benches," he said, after 
opening a London conference 
of the World Coal Institute. 

“I hope that whatever is 
dedded upon will command 
all the support of my col¬ 
leagues. The government has 
tried its hardest to take into 
account all the concerns that 
have been expressed in recent 
months." 

Winston ChurchilL MP for 
Davyhulme. who also criti¬ 
cised the closure plans, said if 
the package represented only 
a short-term political fix it i 
would not get through the ' 
Commons. 
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Opening doors: Nikki Arthy, one of the 
founders of a group launched yesterday to 
campaign for the ordination of women in 
the Roman Catholic church. Twelve priests 
and 50 women have already joined 
Catholic Women’s Ordination (Ruth 
Gledhill writes). 

Ms Arthy. coordinator for the Movement 
for Faith and Justice Today and former 
chaplain at St George’s hospital medical 
school in south London, met the Catholic 
Archbishop of Westminster. Cardi n al Basil 
Hume, to discuss the new body. “He was 
slightly bemused,” she said. 

Sister Myra Poole, of the Sisters of Notre 


Dame, said that the groiqi had come about 
as a direct result of November’s vote for the 
ordination of women by the Anglican 
Genera] Synod. Many Catholic women 
wanted to dissociate themselves from the 
Vatican’s comment .that the vote was a 
grave obstacle to unity. 

. The new organisation hdd die first of 
three vigils last night in the piazza-outside 
Westminster Cathedral. A conference is 
planned later this year. The organisation 
could take generations to to open the 
Catholic priesthood to women. It lacks the 
access to the hierarchy that its Anglican 
equivalent had. 


Americans tiy to cut CrossRail costs 


By Tim Jones, transport correspondent 



Ford's future: the Mondeo has already moved 
to fourth place in the new car sales league 


AN AMERICAN engineer¬ 
ing company has beat ap¬ 
pointed by the transport 
department to try to cut costs 
on the £2 billion CrossRail 
project It has- been given six 
weeks to advise whether it can 
save more than £100 million. 

John MacGregor, the trans¬ 
port secretary, is understood to 
have made a personal appeal 
to John Major to save the 
project from public spending 
cuts. Sir Wilfrid Newton, 
chairman of London Trans¬ 
port had feared that without 


CrossRail and other projects, 
London would be overtaken 
as a European commercial 
and financial capital. 

Because of Mr Mac¬ 
Gregor's plea, the second 
reading of the CrossRail bill 
dropped unexpectedly last 
month, is to take place in May. 
However, it will establish only 
the power to proceed and 
leaves open the question of 
f undin g. Originally it was 
thought that only a quarter of 
the money would have to be 
raised from the private sector. 


Now planners fear that the 
government wQI -be prepared 
to commit pubtic funds to only 
40 per cent of the project 

Although the CrossRail 
team has spent months pre¬ 
paring its plans, the transport 
department has appointed the 
San Frandsco-based company 
Bechtel to see whether costs 
can be trimmed on the project, 
which involves tunnelling be¬ 
neath central London to link 
Paddington and liveipool 
Street stations. 

Meanwhile, the future of 


the £1.8 billion extension to 
the Jubilee Underground line 
remains in doubt after the 
failure of the European Invest¬ 
ment Bank to agree onpravid-. 
ing funding of up to £100 
mOtion. The future of the line 
has been in doubt because of 
squabbling between 11 banks 
that made loans of £600 
million to fund the Canary 
Wharf development The gov¬ 
ernment is naming to release 
£1.4 million for the line until 
tbe remaining £400 million is 
provided by the public sector. 


South Africa had atom bomb ! Maastricht faces new threat 


Continued from page I 
one rime. The full cabinet was 
told only yesterday. Officials 
declined to disdose the size of 
the air-delivered bombs, but 
they are believed to have been 
similar to that dropped on 
Hiroshima — the equivalent of 
20 kilotons of high explosive. 

Technical details were to 
remain secret, but information 
Mould be made available to 
the International Atomic En¬ 
ergy Agency, which had been 
told in advance of Mr de 
Klerk's announcement and 
which has inspectors in the 
countiy at the moment. 

David Kidd of the IAEA 
said from Vienna yesterday 


that the agency had long been 
suspicious of a South African 
weapons programme, but had 
been unable to find any proof. 
There had been a hundred 
inspections of the country's 
nudear sites since it signed the 
non-proliferation treaty in 
September 1991. but nothing 
had been turned out. “We 
knew the precise amount of 
fissionable material they had 
had, but we didn't know what 
they had done with h. We even 
went to one of the sites in the 
Kalahari Desert where they 
had worked on the pro¬ 
gramme. but we never saw 
anything." 

Mr de Klerk told parlia¬ 


ment that the programme had 
always been intended as a 
deterrent, but the global polit¬ 
ical situation had changed 
dramatically since he became 
president in 1989. “In these 
circumstances, a nudear de¬ 
terrent had become not only 
superfluous, but in fact an 
obstade to the development of 
South Africa's international 
relations.” 

Unlike Israel, South Africa 
has never been under any 
threat of aggression from 
abroad so deterrence could not 
be regarded as a valid reason 
for developing such weapons. 

Hanging ruling, page 14 


By Nicholas Wood, political correspondent 


JOHN Major last night faced 
a new obstade to his hopes of 
ratifying the Maastricht treaty 
after Tory rebels disclosed that 
they plan a legal challenge 
over the social chapter. 

The 40-strong Tory Euro¬ 
sceptics fighting the Maas¬ 
tricht biD have received legal 
advice contradicting the opin¬ 
ion given to MPs by Douglas 
Hurd, the foreign secretary. 

As MPs began the 17th day 
of the bill's committee stage 
rebels said that if vindicated 
in court, they would plunge 
ratification into disarray. “If 
the legal opinion is correct, the 


government cannot sign the 
social protocol which puts the 
whole ratification of Maas¬ 
tricht in doubt" Bernard 
JenJtin, MP for Colchester 
North, said. 

Labour unveiled a further 
obstade by tabling an amend¬ 
ment to stop the bill becoming 
law without the social chapter. 
Labour leadens hope that it 
will draw the support of Tory 
rebels believing that Mr Ma¬ 
jor would sooner ditch the 
treaty than accept more bur¬ 
dens on British firms. 

The rebels’ threatened judi¬ 
cial review binges on another 


Labour amendment, number 
27. Mr Hurd has said that a 
vote for amendment 27 would 
not prevent ratification by use 
of the royal prerogative. 

However. Mr Jenkin says 
that rebels have received “emi¬ 
nent legal opinion” that, 
because the soda! protocol 
allows the spending of pubtic 
money, ministers could not 
ignore its deletion from the 
treaty. Rebels are considering 
seeking judidal review in the 
High Court after the bill 
passes through . Parliament 
but before it has royal assent 
and minsters ratify the treaty. 




POLITICAL. SKETCH 



Last tango on the 
backbenches? 

F or many years the he bad told her himself? Mi 
whole House of Com- Dickens, a wonderft 
mons has been haunt- woman, sorted afi this out t 


F or many years the 
whole House of Com- 
mons has been haunt¬ 
ed by two abiding memories 
pud one abiding honor. The 

memories are of the two. 
occasions when Mr. Geof¬ 
frey Dickens MP has 
danced. The honor is that he 
might one day dance again. 

Dickens (C. IittlebOZOUgh 
& Saddteworth) is:a big- 
hearted. eager chap, tireless 
in the interests of his con¬ 
stituents. But his .thoughts 
go beyond Yorkshire. Tnere 
can be no controversy in the 
nation, planet or universe, 
upon which he does not hold 
frank and fearless views, 
expressed daily and in vio¬ 
lent language. 

But he has few real ene¬ 
mies. -He is without malice 
and personally kind, and 
there is a lovable naivety 
about the man. AD of at least 
; 1 8 stone, with the bearing <tf 
a master butcher, the opin¬ 
ions of a taxi-driver and the 
voice of a foghorn the sight 
of Mr Dickens's vast counte¬ 
nance rising from the bench 
like a pink, peTSpixingmoon, 
mouth open and drawing 
breath in readiness for a 
new Mast, brings a smile to 
a0 but flu* sourest feces. On 
the paifiamentaiy sketch- 
writer’s wall is a small box 
reserved for uneventful 
days: “in case of emergency, 
break glass and reach for 
Geoffrey Dickens.” Yester¬ 
day was uneventful, except 
except for Mr Dickens and 

ripnrfng 

Dickens danced first in 
1981. At a press conference 
he called, journalists await¬ 
ing news of his campaign 
a gains t paedophiles were 
astonished to be told instead 
that he was tearing his wife. 
Attending an afternoon “th£ 
donsanr in Soho, he said, 
he had fallen in love with his 
dancing partner. By the way, 
he added, would reporters 
please - not tefl his wife until 


he bad ndd her himself? Mrs 
Dickens, a wonderful 
woman, sorted aQ this out in 
no time- Soon Geoffrey was 
home. Soho out of bounds 
and dancing forbidden. 

'For awiule. Mr Dickens 
next danced in tbe mid-80s; 
this time in circumstances 
none could censure: though 
some did deride. The ail-gjri 
pop group Bananarama 
made a video to advertise 
their music on TV. It fea¬ 
tured Geoffrey Dickens. 

F or some time at West¬ 
minster the arrival in 
the Chamber of the 
burly MP. was accompanied 
by requests from the floor. 
But shouts of “give us a 
twiri. Geoffrey" met only a 
beaming smBe. Perhaps 
Mrs Dickens had put her 
foot down again. 

Orhas she? MPs troubled 
yesterday as the Yorkshire 
member bellowed an appar¬ 
ent threat: “the Lambeth 
Walk!” he announced. 

This was a pun. referring 
both to the music hafl dance 
and to alleged corruption in 
Labour Lambeth. Attention 
turned not to Dickens’s 
argument, which was rou¬ 
tine, but to the possibility 
that he might be about to 
daiwy which was horrific. 
Did we imagine it or did be 
wiggle his Mps teasingty as 
he spoke? Robin Squire, the 
studious, bespectacled min¬ 
ister to whom tins was 
addressed, watched, frozen 
like a rabbit before a puff- 
adder, as Dickens roared. 

Mercifully, he sat down 
without dancing. The whole 
House. Squire said, was 
relieved that Mr Dickens 
had chosen not to dance. 
But Dickens hardly seemed 
to hear. Staring into space 
he looked transported- Bat 
where? To Soho? lb 
Bapanarama’s studio? 1b 
the Yorkshire moors? We 
shall never know. 


PC murder charge 
pair forgo evidence 

Two Irishmen accused of mur de rin ga special constable who 
stopped their car in a routine road chedc called no evidence 
in their defence yesterday at the Old Bailey. Rani Magee. 42, 
and Michael O’Brien, 32.- both from Belfast, deny 
murdering PC Glenn Goodman, 37, who was shot dead on a 
slip road of die A64 near Tfcdcaster, North Yorkshire, last 
June, and the attempted murder of three other officers. The 
prosecution alleges Mr Magee fired twice into Mr 
Goodman’s chest before firing at PC Alexander Kelly, who 
-was hit four times. The court heard that two officers 
pursuing the two men were fired at with a Kalashniko v rifle. 
Tbe trial continues today. 

Advert licks opposition 

An adve rtisement for ice-cream won top prize at the 
inaugural National Newspaper Campaign Advertising 
awards in London last night The advert of a scan lily-dad 
couple eating from a carton of HSagaxt-Dazs under the 
caption “lose control” was judged the wittiest and most 
i m a ginati ve in the national press in die past year and woo 
the £10,000 first prize far its creators at Bartie Bogle 
He^rt yagen cy. beating 1,076 entries. The awards aim to 
put newspaper advertisement campaigns on the media nop. 

Manwaring case alibi 

The man accused of murdering Alison and Matthew 
Manwanng was at home on the night they were wnwi , his 
sirter told the Old Bailey yesterday. Benjamin lamp . 25. is 
raid to have kflled Miss Manwaring 24, and her 62-year-old 
father on April 23-24 last year after going to their home in 
east London to buy a car. Diana Lamg 21 , a student at 
Leeds University, said that she saw her brother twice on that 
night, at midnight and lam. She denied making up her 
evidence to protect him. The trial con tinues today. 

Lecturers win payout 

lecturers made redundant when a Manchester teadw 
tnamng college dosed have won a fouryear legal battle for 
^Jvmuneni compensation. The National Association of 
m Further a™ 1 Higher Education claims that the 
23 staff are owed up to £3.5 million. When De la Salle 
1989, they were denied compensation. An 


was responsible for their loss of employment. The education 
department is considering an appeal. 


Psion Series 3. Quite simply, packs more packs 


No other pocket-size computer offers as nmch 
dedicated software as die Psion Series 3 - and 
ids growing all die time. 

And, until April 30th, you getacany 
case - absolutelyjree- when you buy 
any of this software or an SSD: 

FREE CARRY CASE 
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B SPREADSHEET £69.95 incTCT* 

The all-purpose business tool, with 3D graphics, fonmttable 
sfyies, and compatible with desk-tops. 

SPHUL CHECKER&THESAPE15 £49^5 me VAT* 

Nev^ be lost for words- IGGJXKJftxmis,66fl^ 

5QJXX) definitions always at your fingertips. 

INTERPRETER £6955 Inc \AT 
rafl Say it in Europe - translate over 2S0OO words between 
Engfish, French, German, SpaidsK and Italian. 

fj£n PERSONAL ACCOUNTS & EXPENSES £49.95 inc %T 
Keeps trade of transactions, pra’Rtesstatemertbrea^^ 
and charts, handles finances and expenses. 


Ask store Ant details 


S PROFESSIONAL FINANCE £49.95mc VAT 

Analyser and finandal problem solver with a wide range of 
actuarial functions for those in theworid of finance. . - 

jT] PaoyCBESSSdR95incWT* 

^1 fbfnpYitraordiainpMHis 

gunes, and many game-play features. 

g] GAMESEACK l £3496inc W 

T^your skills, efixnmate dull rtMine^Rw great gaines, 
LodikhngaGotfganve 

Svl GAMES PACK 2 £3456 inc VAT 

^1 Tiy your hand and stretch jour brain with these six testing 
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Authority to review safety guidelines 
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rape of teacher 

,.3y Michael Stewart Xenihjbr 


GOVERNORS at V south' 
Ixmdon school where a pupil 
aged 13 is alleged-to rave 
raped a teacher are to hold an 
emergency meeting tom o rrow 
to consider die easel • 

The incident, in which the 
bey and a pupil aged 14 
allegedly attacked the woman 
supply teacher, is being treat¬ 
ed with "extreme concern**, 
John McTeman. chairman of 
Southwark edu catio n co mmit¬ 
tee. said. He said counselling 
was being made available to 
stall pupils and parents and 
the authority was reviewing 
safety guidelines for staff. 

Both boys, who have been 
arrested and tailed, are re¬ 
maining a! home while detec¬ 
tives investigate the case. -The 
woman, who was ♦earning 
French and had only recently - 
arrived at the school, is also 
remaining ' at home. No 
papers have been sent to the 
Crown' Prosecution Service. ‘ 
Nigel de Gruchy, general 
secretary of the National Asso¬ 


ciation of Schoolmasters/ 
Union erf Women Teachers, 
said_.be was .shocked bid not 
surprised. “This ir exactly 
what NASUWT'-has been 
warning about : for; several 
years." Be sad. 1 ‘ 


years.* he said. :' 

“Three yearaagoNj^UWT 
advised- its women members 
not to -place Uferosdves in 
isolated ptoto of school build- 
logs if at afl possMe: We had 
already received information 
of several Cases ofthreatened 
sexual assa$flt;.In ctrcum- 
stancesalmost identical;' 

“The government, the local 
ed u cati on teitoii(y employ¬ 
ers. the police and the Crown 
Prosecution Service have been 
for too weak in their support 
for teachers. They are often far 
too reluctant to advocate die. 
prosecution of "alleged 
offenders." 

, Scotland "Yard'said it was 
alleged the attack took place 
last-Friday ai 3:15pm while 
to-teacher rione-in i : 
classroom with die two boys. 


Unions demand legal 
action over assaults 

ByBenPrbston 

EDUCATION REPORTE R 

TEACHERS’ . leaders- de¬ 
manded. action yesterday to., 
tackle moantmgl dassroom 
violence In the wakeofto ' 

Southwark rape allegation. 

They said that Ore : case! 
highlighted the gro w ing - 
threat of assault by pupils and ; - 
parents which the gOverte' 
ment, local educationaiitbori- ' 
ties, police ;and the Crown • 

PtoseditxHi Serrice ivere foil- ; 
mg to take seriously- ■ 

Most teaching unions >. 
befieve that the number and • 
severity of attacks is increas- - . .. _ _ . 

ing, although there- are 1 no ' • ‘•'■McAnjy: atrifudesto 
national figures-reconiing^vio—— pupil s nave dnsged— 
fence. The Ehon rcport into , ..r 

school; disapHn e^mi $Sf$9, -}X ^ e ^^MiAi^^aaaraL ! spC' 
cdmnn^onedbirmegimim'.' -refory dFdbe-NB&nd Omon- 



ment, iwficated (hat almost. 
16,000 tea&&3 gg f ‘ 

cal aggression from- pupSs- ' 
each week. : 'yr’ ' ■: ■ 

TheNatfontfAssotiatrmof 
Schoolmasters / Union of 
Women Teachers said font it. 


W Hmi gi* Hiwr im^ondiip 

wifli pupa* was : “a sad . 
= rddedBdncfti to way society 


The traditional relationship 


bad rd«vea'sCTaad,rtp6ris hetweefr ~ tea» ^ 
of threatened sexual a^auh unlikely to suivivethe Sou th- 


on staff and advised womeu 
not to work m isolated areas 
of schools. The uttkm has 
recently backedteachers 
bringing three i sncixssftirpri- 
vate prosecutions againstpa- 
pils who attacked them. These 
included a female teacher 
from southern England who 
was pun ched in the fece by a 
17-year-old. fanner- pupil 

while shopping. . 

A south London te acher 
was victim of numerous 
assaults by two pupils aged 
13 and 15. Police said that 


the ChSdren Act is already 
bringing a reassessment =•• - 
. The set teadjang unions are 
jonm^ to draw sp a code of 
eon duet to protect' members 
f mnT children malting xnab- 
dbus. allegations; to deflect 
attention from their 
misdemeanours. A growing 
number of teachers have been 

suspended afteraflegations 
arising from breaking, up 
pfoygroond- fights or 1 turning 
OUt ehtldren who push Into . 
the dinner queue! Many .have 


thevwere not serious enough, sprat' months, suspended 

- ■ . • lutnn Kmiit (4M'rnH . 


to warrant action. 


before being deared. 


Police corrfimted that they 
were dealiiigwith an allega- 
. tfan of rape involving the 13- 
yearokL not indecent assault 
They said that contrary to 
reports it was not alleged that 
a weapon had been used. 

In laws 13-year-oH cannot 
be charged wife rape. A I9th-. v 
century law. lays down that a 
. child under 14 is riot capable 
of such aserkms sexual attack; 
and he Would foce a charge of 
indecent assault. If substanti¬ 
ated, it is believed the case 
would be' the first recorded 
rape in Britain of a teacher by 
\apupil .• 

The headmaster in charge. 
of to tcxigh^nner-cfy^ 

fep«ts?S berit^BcDy^^ 

- curate”. He had info rmed to 
school's 800 pupils about to 
incident at assembly yesterday 
morning after a report ap¬ 
peared on to front page of 
The Sun. : 

At lunch ti m e many pupils 
bought the paper and conld be 
seen poring over it and dis¬ 
cussing to report in neigh¬ 
bouring’ . streets. Half to 
cfafldren m to school come 
from one-parent families and 
40 per cent speak a language 
otonhan En g li s h at home. 

Mr MdDonan ssrnh This is 
a sound and weD-run compre- 
hensve school and the alleged 
incident has caused great dis¬ 
tress. Staff safely is one of our 
primary concerns as an au¬ 
thority. AD members of staff 
are ssued with a set of safety 
gridlines, and special training 
in dealing with distress or 
aggression is asaflahfe'’ 

□ Boys are growing up earli¬ 
er, (writes Dr THomas 
Stuttaford).. The first signs of 
puberty can Sometimes be 
seen as eariy as ten years of 
age. The primaty and second- 
ray sexual features are often 
well developed by the age of 
13 or 14. It is not at all 
unusual, to see;-in. ( medical 
practice; boys of this ifee who' 
have regular sol ‘ ^ 

Eariy maturatfon is 'eriemir- 
aged by better, feeding With a 
tffeimn 

djelbetter heated Ixruses, less 
infection and less overcrowd¬ 
ings which allow the new 
generation more deep, to 
time when to production of 
growth hormone is at its peak. 

Chrannasteakre complain¬ 
ing they no longer haw to 
choir they once had, to to 
13-year : old’s treble voice has 
broken’before he is mature 
enough to ring the anthem 
scio with feeling. 

The disappo i ntment of to 
cathedral precentor is more 
than matched bytbe aratidy of 
teachers. The increased testos¬ 
terone levefe circulating at an 
eariy age result not only in a 
greater libido, but also aggres¬ 
sion, coupled with to en- 
hancednmsde power. 

Bey accused, page 1 
School violence; page 16 
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Sign of anger, thousands queued in Dublin yesterday to add their name to books of condolences that will be sent to the Mayor of Warrington 

Family face life or death decision on IRA victim 


By Ronald Faux 

DOCTORS wfll decide today whether 
to turn off the life support system 
keeping alive Timothy Parry, the 12- 
year-dd who suffered bead injuries in 
the Warrington bombing. He has not 
responded to treatment and cannot 
breathe without the ventilator. 

Other casualties of to IRA’s at¬ 
tacks. and to people caring for them, 
were visited yesterday at Warrington 
General Hospital by the Prince of 


Wales. Arfan Saleh, to hospital's 
clinical director, said: “It was an 
enormous boost to morale because the 
staff are very tired now.” 

Timothy was transferred to to 
neurosurgery cenrre az Walton, Liver¬ 
pool. on Monday after he showed 
signs of struggling to breathe and of 
movements in his legs. This gave his 
parents. Colin and Wendy Parry of 
Great Sankey. Warrington, hope that 
he might survive. 

John Miles, senior consultant neu¬ 


rosurgeon. said: “They are now hav¬ 
ing to take another depressing down¬ 
turn in their expectations. There is no 
doubt that no one would want to keep 
the raachineiy going if there was no 
hope for survivaL" 

Prince Charles was very impressed 
by Warrington hospital’s efforts in the 
wake of the bombings. Barry Taylor, a 
consultant surgeon, told the prince 
that the first victim was in the 
operating theatre within 40 minutes 
of the explosions. “The response from 


the medical, nursing and ancillary 
staff was out of this world.” he said. 

Kenneth Clarke, to home secre¬ 
tary, also visited Warrington yester¬ 
day. He gave an assurance tot the 
government was determined to pro- 
tea to public from terrorist attack, 
and to bring a sense of security back to 
to shocked town as quickly as 
possible. 

Dublin mourns, page 1 
Leading article, page 19 


Judges rule parents of Minister backs school condoms 
iniured foetus can sue 

J • A JUNIOR health minister said: “As lone as it does not teacher, said: “The next thir 


By Frances Gibb, legal correspondent 


THE parents of a baly who 
tod from injuries sustained in. 
the womb yesterday won.the. 
right td sue a health authority 
for damages: . 

In ' a. decision which 
strengthens the status of.to., 
ufibom child, three judges in'' 
.the Court of Appeal in Scot¬ 
land overturned anu earlier 
decision by Lord Prosser, a 
judge m to Court tf Session, 
that ndatives could sue only for 
injuries KKa living person, 
which did not indude a foetus. 

Lord McQnskeysaM that it 
was common to refer to a child 
in a woman as he. she. him or 
her. He did rart believe Parlia¬ 
ment envisaged tot a “per¬ 
son" who sustained injuries 
meant someone “enjoying a 
legal personality”. ; 

Lord Caplan agreed: “A 
parent who loses a young 
infant wQl experience to 
same sense of loss irrespective 
of whether theinjuries c anring 
death originated shortly be¬ 
fore birth or shortly after.” 

The three judges said toL 
Mrs Audrey Hamilton. 35, of 
Kirkcaldy, Fife, can proceed 


with her daim for damages 
following the death of her son 
David afterbirth in. 1976. She 
and the diild’s father, John 
Watson, of Crafl. Fife, who 
daim that his death was 
caused by forceps damage 
before-birth, are suing fife 
Health Board for £20,000. 
The board denies liability. 


A JUNIOR health minister 
said yesterday that giving free 
condoms in schools to sixth- 
formers would be a positive 
step. 

The idea was put to Tom 
SackvDle in a BBC radio 
interview after the launch of a 
government campaign to re¬ 
duce Britain’s teenage preg¬ 
nancy rale, which is to 
highest in Europe. Mr Sack- 
vflfe. MP for Bolton West 


By Jonathan Prynn 

said: “As long as it does not 
contravene the law. and as 
long as it is done sensitively 
and with to foil consent of the 
parent-teacher associations, 
governors, etc. then I would 
have to say that it would be a 
positive step.” 

fjis comments were seized 
upon fry Toiy MPs and pro- 
family lobby groups. Harry 
Greenway. Tory MP for Ea¬ 
ling North and a former 


teacher, said: “The next thing 
wfll be condom machines in 
school halls for children of all 
ages and what a disaster that 
would be." 

Mr Sackville later 
emphasised that supplying 
condoms to .the over-16s 
.would be a matter for individ¬ 
ual schools. “What I'm more 
interested inis effective contra¬ 
ceptive advice rather than just 
a packet of three," he said. 


Canoeists fought to save each other 


By John Young - 
and JohnVincent 


survivors of the_ Dorset 
arri/fent in which, four 


tistrict hospital yesta>. 
[here were emotional 
as Joanna Willis, 16. 
Marie- Reiidle, 17. 

1 the staff nurse who 
red for them. . 

■n Gardner. 21, and. 
iy Mann. 23, the two 
tors from the St Albans 
tore Centre, were also 
d and riipped away 
& hosphar quietly. Nor- 
Jointer, 49, a - teacher 
Southvvay dKSpraien 1 
tiod m Plymouth who 

sn wfh the group, fen 

rca Hartley, 1.6, who 
gen in intensive care, 

unantoStansby. who 

. chest infection, were 
si V: 

first to leave hospital 
ay was Miss Wiffis. She 
ijped into her parents’ 
staff nurse, who 
1 the girl several times 
1 said goodbye. M* 8 * 

■, deajjy upset, followed 
itching cudffly toys and 
g.-her sister’s hand. A 
used by the wetsuit she 

en wearing was visible 
heck/- - " ■' 

set police. confirmea 
investigation info the 
if would look tn* 0 
JT'there were jmy _ 

Is for criminai proceed- 
[il a statement,-: :Tqoy-- 
r, deptify chief cqnsfr 

id to eriqa&y w«ld 

ail; aspects of -: lbe 
it.".-' . 

■ • Soiithway stutotte 



^Pamfly care: Marite Rendfc right with her sister 


died of hj^potonnia -after 
their iyaks cessed abevt two 
miles o^fore during aTrip 
from. Lyme Regis to Char- 
mouth in Dorset.-The teen- 

3_ 


as close friends who bad died 

Hying to save each dtiier: 

- June Mowforth.- acting 
head ofSoulhvvay comprehen¬ 
sive school where to chfldren 
were pupils; spoke of each m 
mm wi& affection. Raid 
Walker, 16, had been a talent¬ 
ed. livdy vfciy supportive 
Of all her friends. Oairelang- 
fey, 16 , was “alavdygi^v^ 
talented academnally”She 
suffered from iheumatism 
and:bad'tD take special care 
that she always kept warm. 


" Simon Dunne, 16. was a 
betofol sincere young man 
weS liked hy all h&friaids. 
' DeanSayer. 17.was“afotofa 
character, a bit cheeky per¬ 
haps”. and had been apromis- 
■ ing footballer.' 

- "All four students were very 
dose, both wjthin to sdtool 
and socially as wdl," Mrs 
Mowforth' said: She sai d to 
main concern of their parents 
appeared 'to be tot their 
ch&ren had not died atone. 
*a -understand that they, were 

all togetor and that they tried 

to revive .each other as welL” 
MsMcfwforth sakL 
Cartying.a large pk of 
letters and other messages of 
sympatiy. she said to support 


to had received bad been 
“absolutely wondeifuL We are 
being inundated with under¬ 
standing and sympathy”. 

In yesterday’s bright sun-, 
shine, a large group of pupils 

- stood in uncharacteristic near- 
. silence, some of them inspect¬ 
ing .the mounting piles of 
flowers that bad been laid on 
to school's main steps. The 
atmosphere inside to school 
was extremely sad and tearful 
Mrs Mowforth said. 

Many of to staff were also 
shocked^ and . counselling 
would be important for them. 
She said tore had been mar# 
'offers from other teachers in 

Some oftiie 15 other chid- 
ren who had been' cm to 
adventure training course, but 
noton the canoeing exercise, 
were already back at school 
to said. . 

Mrs Mowforth said to had 
. spoken to to three of the giris 
who had survived, who spoke 
of their instructors as heroes. 
They had aft worked vety hand 
to save each other. “We nearly 
made it,” one of to gids said. 
Asked whether she would let 
students go-again on a similar 
trip she replied: “Yes, when 
to time is ripe.” 

Devon County Council said 
yesterday tot to students 
bad all been covered by the 
'usual type of holiday insur¬ 
ance. As to locsd education 
authority, . to council also 
carried insurance re cover its 
fiabffity forcfaildren in the care 
of schools. Whether or not any 

- of the- parents chose to take 
legal action- was Hkriy to 
depend on- to outcome of the, 
two inquiries at present being 
.conducted by to qoundl and 

' by the police.' 
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Adoption charity 
says smokers less 
suitable as parents 


By Louise Hidalgo 


ADOPTION agencies were 
advised yesterday to ny not to 
place children under the age 
of two with couples who 
smoke. The advice, from the 
country’s largest adoption 
chanty, drew immediate criti¬ 
cism from Tim Yeo, the health 
minister, who said adoption 
was no place for “dogma or 
ideology". 

The British Agencies for 
Adoption and Fostering, an 
umbrella body for 180 of the 
country’s fostering and adop¬ 
tion agencies, has urged its 
members in a guidance note 
to give preference to non¬ 
smoking couples where pos¬ 
sible when placing under-twos 
for adoption or fostering. 

“If there is a choice between 
a smoking and a non-smok¬ 
ing family, it is hand to justify 
the extra risk of placing a child 
with the one that smokes." 
said Christine Hammond. 
BAAFs director. 

The number of children 
available for adoption has 
fallen dramatically in the past 
20 years, and babies are in 
particularly strong demand. 
BAAF estimates that for every 
baby, there are between five 
and ten would-be adopters. 

Ms Hammond said the 
advice was not intended as a 
blanket ban and there would 
be instances where couples 
who smoked would make 
more suitable prospective par¬ 
ents than those who did not 
However, research showed 
that children under two were 
particularly vulnerable to the 
effects. The risk of cot death, 
for example, trebled where the 
mother smoked more than ten 
a day. 

“What.we are'saying is that 
agencies must consider wheth¬ 
er the extra risk of placing the 
child in a family where there 


are smokers is justified.” 

The health department was 
swift to distance itself! Mr Yeo, 
who is overseeing the fust 
review in adoption law for 20 
years, urged that each case be 
judged on its merits “using 
common sense and compas¬ 
sion". It would be “quite 
wrong for a child to be denied 
the chance of a loving home 
solely because there is a smok¬ 
er in the household” and that 
the government was againsr 
any blanket exclusion from 
adoption on grounds of age or 
lifestyle. 

Mr Yeo added, however, 
that “the overall health of 
prospective adopters and the 
possible influence on the life¬ 
style or the health of the child” 
should be one factor among 
many when deciding on 
whether couples were suitable. 

A handful of local authori¬ 
ties, the main adoption agen¬ 
cies, have already imposed 
restrictions on smokers who 
seek to adopt, according to 
BAAF, which said the guide¬ 
lines were intended to clarify 



Yeo: “no place for 
dogma in adoption’ 


Barclays launches computer 
detective to stem card losses 


By Nick Nuttall. technology correspondent 


CREDIT card users who 
change their spending habits 
and suddenly splash out on 
several expensive purchases 
may find themselves detained 
by shop assistants and 
arrested- 

Bardays Bank yesterday un¬ 
veiled Fraud 2000. a comput¬ 
er system designed to detect 
credit card criminals on the 
basis of unusual spending 
patterns. The £2 million sys¬ 
tem, which begins operating 
in April, uses artificial intelli¬ 
gence to decide whether a card 
is being used illegally. 

Details of the type and size 
of transactions typically made 
by credit card fraudsters are 


programmed into the Fraud 
2000 computer. If purchases 
appear suspicious, the system 
compares the spending pat¬ 
tern with that of the genuine 
card holder. 

Bany Fergus, project direc¬ 
tor of fraud control at 
Barclays, said that unlike pre¬ 
vious systems. Fraud 2000 
aimed to catch offenders at 
the point of sale. He said the 
system, which will operate 
worid-wide, may ignore a one- 
off purchase of expensive 
jewdleiy even though it may 
be suspicious. But if the card is 
being used on die same day to 
buy rings, fancy goods and 
drink “it will scream out”. 


Bandaycard's fraud referral 
unit will then advise the 
assistant to reject the purchase. 

Last year, about two million 
credit cards were lost or stolen 
in Britain with 210.000 used 
□legally, often to buy portable, 
expensive items, and card 
fraud cost the bonking indus¬ 
try £165 million. Worid-wide 
losses on Visa and Mastercard 
are now running at more than 
£650 million. 

Barclays hopes to identity 
about 20 fraudsters a day and 
save £4 million a year. The 
system takes about a fifth of a 
second to approve a card and 
about 90 seconds to screen a 
suspicious transaction. 
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Yard chief 
fears police 
let suspects 
go to avoid 
paperwork 


By Stewart Tendubr 
CRIME CORRESPONDENT 


an area of confusion among its 
members. 

The governments report on 
adoption law is due in the next 
few months. It is believed the 
report may take the form of 
new legislation and is likely to 
accept most of the 47 recom¬ 
mendations of a working- 
party study published last 
autumn. These included a 
proposal that couples seeking 
to adopt should be charged a 
fee. 

□ An employee of Ladbrokes, 
the bookmaker, is claiming 

. unfair dismissal at a 
Birmingham industrial tribu¬ 
nal after being sacked for 
smoking at work. 

Pauline Wright 40. who 
worked In the firm’s Learning- 
ton Spa. Warwickshire, 
branch for nine years, was 
discovered ty a district super¬ 
visor smokmg behind the 
counter in view of customers, 

‘ and was sacked following a 
disciplinary hearing. 

The industrial tribunal 
hearing heard that Ladbrokes 
brought in a staff no-smoking 
policy two years ago to “aim 
for a cleaner shop environ¬ 
ment". The hearing 
continues. 

□ Tea, coffee, sugar and alco¬ 
hol are “social poisons” which 
should pose as many health 
feats as cigarettes, a health 
advice group claimed yes¬ 
terday. 

The warning from the 
Women's Nutritional Adv¬ 
isory Service followed an 
experiment in which a doctor 
switched to a diet including 
the average adult consump¬ 
tion of the country’s favourite 
drinks, plus cigarettes and 
found that in six weeks, he 
suffered from headaches, nau¬ 
sea, loss of libido, and physical 
and mental fatigue. 
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Red hot sales: Marik Gamer, of Continental Television, outside court yesterday. Publicity has boosted sales 


Pom channel wins right to contest ban 


By Frances Gibb, legal correspondent 


RED Hot Television won the 
go-ahead in the High Court 
yesterday to challenge the 
government's plans to outlaw 
the pornographic satellite 
channel in Britain by ban¬ 
ning sales of decoders for 
films beamed from Denmark. 

In what will be atest of die 
government’s powers to re¬ 
strict reception of pro¬ 
grammes transmitted by 
satellite from other European 
Community countries, Mr 
Justice Macpheison agreed 
there was an “arguable case" 
for judicial review of the 
government’s proposals. He 
said during the hearing that it 
seemed to be a “bit bleak that 
if we want to, we cannot stop 
pornography coming into this 
country”. He ordered that the 


case should be heard as a 
matter of urgency. 

Later, Marie Gamer, execu¬ 
tive consultant of Continental 
Television, Red Hot's parent 
company, said he was delight¬ 
ed that the challenge would 
go ahead. He was also happy 
with the boost to the sales of 
decoders brought about by the 
publicity given to the case. He 
said that sales had risen from 
25.000 on Friday to more 
than 28,000 by Monday 
night as people tried to beat 
the proposed ban. which 
would hot apply to anyone 
already owning a decoder. 

"It is legal in the UK to 
watch ads of murder on 
television, which is an illegal 
act, but at the moment it is 
illegal to vrateh sex, which is a 


gift given by God to us for our 
enjoyment 1 think that is 
pretty stupid," he said. 

David Pannick QC, for 
Continental, told the judge 
that die case raised a matter of 
public importance concerning 
the powers of a secretary of 
state to resfrid reception of 
satellite programmes that had 
been transmitted from other 
EC states. 

Peter Brooke, the heritage 
secretary, decided to proscribe 
Red Hot because of the porno¬ 
graphic nature of its- pro¬ 
grammes. and to make it a 
criminal offence to sell decod¬ 
ers or to carryout other acts by 
way. of support for such pro¬ 


grammes, such as advertising 
their times and details. Mr 


their times and details. Mr 
Panrack said be would argue 


at tire fuC hearing that' Mr 
Brooke had no power undo: 
EC law to take such action. 

The government was daim- 
ing it was entitled to intervene 
under an EC directive which 
allowed -it to impose restric¬ 
tions on ^transmissions* of 
broadcasts from .other states, 
Mr Pannick said that there 
was no rfrtnmsmissiDn of Red 
Hot programmes, f -even 
though, tttey went tbrao#i 
-decoders::.. 

He said that tbose who had 
drafted thereferent EC dtreb-' 
five in 1989 had thourfit fhar 
there should be freedotn-of 
reception throughout ttie:EC 
“One should .rety. upon- -the, 
state “fibm - vPh!ch > ^ , 's%tial 
emanates to exerrise appro¬ 
priate controls'.'' • : ' 


Parents at prime minister’s 
local school reject opting out 
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Proposal for 


sex 


Splits village 


By John O’Leary, education correspondent 


By Un Murray 


PARENTS at John Major’s 
local comprehensive school 
have rejected the govern¬ 
ment’s campaign to encour¬ 
age schools to opt out- 

The governors of 
Hinchingbrooke School in 
Huntingdon, once chaired by 
Baroness Blatch, the educa¬ 
tion minister, agreed to a 
ballot on opting out of the 
control of Cambridgeshire 
education authority alter al¬ 
most 400 parents petitioned 
them. More than two-thirds 
of the parents took part in the 
bafioL and when the vote was 
taken 60 per cent rejected 
opting oat 

Although the prune minis¬ 
ter sent Ms children to a 
private school Lady Blatch’s 
three children attended 
Hinchingbrooke: she has 
described the former gram¬ 
mar as a model state school 


Shesaid yesterday: “We live 
in a free society and parents, 
having considered the issues, 
have made a democratic deci¬ 
sion. Our policy is one of 
choice and diversity, and we 
are not in the business of 
imposing 

status on schools that do not 
want It" 

Peter Downes, the head 
teacher, who supported opt¬ 
ing out despite earlier reser¬ 
vations. said the rejection 
would mean bigger classes, 
fewer books and a reduction 
in hours for some of the 107 
staff. Mr Downes estimated 
that grant-maintained status 
would have provided an extra 
£70,000. The school’s budget 
will now be cut by £100,000 
next year and he is consider¬ 
ing an appeal to parents to 
raise more money. 

“I don’t like the govern-. 


merit's education policy,” Mr 
Downes said. “But you have 
to askyraxseff whether you go 
on fighting the system or 
whether you use it as best you 
can. I regret it very much 
because it mil affect the lives 
of the children, and they are 
wlty we are all lire.” 
Hinchingbrooke teaches 
more than 1,700 pupils. 

Parents at Mr Major's old. 
school Rut fish High School 
in Merton, south London 
also voted not to opt out in a 
ballot held last year. 

Ministers remain confident 
that they will meet their 
target of 1,500 grant-main¬ 
tained schools fay April 1994. 
More than 500 have been 
approved out of 776 where 
parents have voted to opt oat 
HinchmgBrooke brings the 
number voting to remain in 
local authority control to 21 1 . 


A BUSINESS MAN. is to open 
a sex shop in a firry Welsh 
village after bong refused 
permission to sell fish and 
chips. Jeff. Keen, wbo runs a 
marine centre and shop in 
Aberkenfig. Mid Glamorgan, 
aims to start bis new enter¬ 
prise next week 

“Thegr wouldn’t give me 
permission to open a chip 
shop, but there are no regula¬ 
tions that can stop me opening 
an -adult diop with a small 
section devoted to what they 
call sexually orientated 
goods," he said yesterday. 

More than 2.000 people 
have signed a petition de¬ 
manding that Ogwr borough 
council Bridgend, stops the 
shop from opening. Win 
Griffiths, Labour MP for 
Braigend; -said: “I thought i 
this was just a joke at first fart, | 
if it opens, it isn’t funny." 


protect the protectors of soci¬ 
ety, the call for arms will be 


irresistible.’’He urged repeal 
of the Criminal Justice Act. 
which "has brought the sys¬ 
tem into disrepute”. 
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A CREAKING criminal jus¬ 
tice system, bad legislation 
and unfair criticism has left 
police feeling under siege, 
Paul Condoa the new com- 
. missioned of the Metropolitan 
police, fold MPs yesterday. 

He had a gut feeling that 
officers faced so much paper¬ 
work when they arrested sus¬ 
pects that they were 
increasingly letting them go 
with a warning or caution. 

He told file select committee 
on home affairs: "It cannot be 
right for valuable police re¬ 
sources to be tied up with 
paperwork, when they should 
be out on the streets. Even 
basic arrests take several hours 
to process.” 

Mr Condon joined the Lord 
Chief Justice. Lord Taylor, in 
criticising the new Criminal 
Justice Act, which stops courts 
from taking into account pre¬ 
vious convictions when sen¬ 
tencing. The act. designed to 
reduce prison populations, 
“has not worked. It is not in 
the public interest" The unit 
fine system had also produced 
some bizarre cases. 

Mr Condon said the crimi¬ 
nal justice system was “begin¬ 
ning to look a bit jaded". No 
solutions had been found to 
tiie problems of professional 
c riminals who manipulated 
tiie system and persistent 
young offenders who wreaked 
havoc on communities. This 
had reached a critical point. 

The royal commission on 
criminal justice had to deal 
with abuses of tiie right to 
silence and “ludicrous roles” 
on disclosing material to de¬ 
fences. The system was heavily 
tilted towards the professional 
criminal. 

Judge* were increasingly 
ordering acquittals because 
they had not kept pace with 
p olicing developments. Offi¬ 
cers were now taught- not to 
coDude. Courts had yet to 
realise that differences be¬ 
tween officers on. details was a 
sign not of tying but-of 
honeSty. _ 

- Mr Gohdom welcomed re¬ 
forms anfwurioed on Thurs¬ 
day. by Kenneth Clarke, the 
home secretary, which, include 
changing police authorities, 
creating an authority for 
London and changes in 
funding. 

He said that notified crime 
in London rose last year by 2 
.per-cent one of the smallest 
increases for many years. 
There were already signs of 
success this year, with a 4 per 
cent reduction in January and 
February compared with tiie 
same months last year. 

□ The chairman of the Police 
Federation, Alan Eastwood, 
said that officers were likely to 
be armed in little more than 
five years. He told the 
Northumbria Police Federa¬ 
tion in Gateshead: “We can¬ 
not tolerate 50 police officers 
being attacked every day and 
some being murdered because 
young yobs cany knives. 

"I believe it will happen, 
and within closer to five years 
than ten. If Parliament won’t 
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Mammoth 

theory 


North Sea birds thrive despite oil spills 


challenged 


By Michael Horns by 
AGRICULTURE 
CORRESPONDENT 


By Nigel Hawkes 
SCIENCE EDITOR 


THE wooDy mammoth was 
roaming the earth much more 
recently than scientists believe, 
according to the latest Russian 
research. 

Until now it had been 
thought that mammoths be¬ 
came extinct 10.000 years 
ago, but radiocarbon dating of 
teeth from mammoths dug up 
on Wrangd Island in the 
Arctic Ocean shows that they 
may have still been around in 
2,000 BC when Egypt was 
ruled by the pharaohs. 

Tire latest findings, from Dr 
Andrei Sher of the Severtsov 
Institute in Moscow, are “one 
of the most extraordinaiy fos¬ 
sil finds in recent years”, 
according to Dr Adrian Lister 
of University College London, 
who compares them to the 
discovery of tire codacamh. 

In Nature, Dr Sher reports 
that tiie . teeth are between 
4,010 and 7.250 years old 
and are significantly smaller 
than those of other mam¬ 
moths. This suggests that the : 
creatures were “dwarf mam¬ 
moths”. perhaps 6ft oil and 
only two tons. The typical 
mammoth weighed six tons 
and was at least 10ft taD at the 
shoulders. 


MORE than 100.000 sea- 
birds are lo lled every year by 
unreportsd o3 pollution in the 
North Sea. according to a 
survey. This compares with 
the death of only about 1,600 
birds around Shetland as a 
result of the huge oil spiD from 
the Braer in January. 

In spite of this heavy tolL the 
seabird population is at its 
highest because most species 
have benefited from over¬ 
fishing, the report by the 
World Wide Fund for Nature 
says. 

"Over-fishing has depleted 
fish stocks but helped scaveng¬ 
ing seabirds by increasing 
their food supply.” AJja 
Schmidt-van Dorp, the 
group's North Sea officer, 
said. “Action is needed to stop 
over-fishing but must be done 
gradually to avoid hurting 
seabirds.” 

The WWF estimates that 
about 82,000 tonnes of oft, 
dose to die Briers cargo, is 
released routinely info the 
North Sea every year. About 
60.000 tonnes is discharged, 
mostly illegally, by oil tankers; 
19,000 tonnes by offshore oft 
arid, gas platforms and- 3,000 
tonnes by oil refineries. 

. Kees Camphuijsen. wbo co¬ 
ordinates monitoring of pol¬ 
luted birds, said: “About 90 








Bird food: other species might prey era puffins 


per cent of birds that wash up birds to flourish because huge 
on the shores of Belgium, amounts (^unwanted fish and 
Holland, Germany, northern , offal are discarded by trawlers 
France and southern England Most fish are gutted on board 
have been kiBed byoiL in the arid up to 40 per cent of fish 
Dutch sector of the North Sea caught are thrown back into 
alone, up to 10,000 oil slicks, the sea dead because they are 
ranging from a few metres to smaller than the legal landing 
up to 200 kilometres long, are - ; sizeorthe vessd haFexceeded 
spotted by satellite each year,” fts catch quota. 

Over-fishing has helped sear “We estima ^. that between 


one and two millio n seabirds 
are now dependent on this 
supply of discarded fish and 
pffal,” Bob Furness, a zoolog¬ 
ist at Glasgow University who 
compiled the report, said. 

The WWF fears that if this 
■Supply were suddenly with¬ 
drawn or reduced, scavengers 
would begin to prey on smafl- 
er se abirds such as puffins and 
.kittiwakes. Also, they might be 
driven to feed cm rubbish ... 
dumps and sewage, becoming i 
earners of bacteria. 

Some species of seabirds 
may be in decline, however, 
because of heavy fishing of 
san rieels. mainly by Danish 
vessels^ for processing into oft 
and pig and poultry feed. 
Sandeels are a p rimary food 
souroe.for guillemots and knti- 
wkfis, numbers of which have 
feuen in the past ten years. 

Dr Furness said: “There is 
little scientific evidence about 
the state of sandeeT stocks, but 
as a precaution it would be 
sensible to set a limit on such 
industrial fishing, winch is 
completely uncontrolled at 
Present This could help the - 
recovery of sucks of cod and » 
haddock, which also feed on 
sanded.” 

P-An assessment of human 
to seabirds in the 
North Sea, by the Wodd Wide 
rund for Nature (free from 
randa House, Wcwtide P*& 
^OjkJmuig,- Surrey .•GUJ; 
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committee's half-way house to Calcutt is damned by newspaper industry 




By Sheeia Gunn; pouttcal correspondent 


A BLUEPRINT for i^gidat 
tog the press, balancing pro¬ 
tection for victims of 
harassment with more free¬ 
dom of info rmatio n was 

handed to Peter Brooke, die 
heritage secretary, yesterday. 

After a five-month enquiry, 
the Commons heritage com¬ 
mittee published an abema- 
five to the statutory regime 
recommended in Sir David 
Calcutt*s review of the press. 

The MPs want a press 
ombudsman, empowered .to . 
impose fines,-demand correc¬ 
tions and compensation from 
offending newspapers; a com¬ 
plaints hotline; a protection of 
privacy bill; a privacy zone for 

those staked out by the press in 

big news stories; and other 
legal changes.' 

Mr Brooke has indicated 
that he was waiting for the 
committee's repent before de¬ 
ciding his response to Sir 
David's report Labour’s Ger¬ 
ald Kaufman, the committee 
chairman, said the report of¬ 
fered the heritage secretary a 
sensible, more workable re¬ 
gime. It recommends tougher 
controls than those of thesdf- 
regulatory Press Complaints 
Commission but stops short of 
the statutory body called for. in 
the Calcutt review: 

The MPs said ..that Sir 
David’s recommendations 
would imprison the press in a 
cage of legal restraint A free 
sodetyreqmred the freedom to 
say or print things inconve¬ 
nient to those in authority, 
whether menders of the royal 
family, politicians or officials. 
“While continual antagonism 
between the press and persons 
in authority is unnecessary. . 
critical tension between them 
is an essential ingredient of a 
democratic society and far. 
preferable to cofiusion be¬ 
tween thepressandpublic 
figures.’* 

The report recommended : 
extending the, pubfic’s , access 
to information as soon, as ‘ 
possible- There also-had to be. 
a ri^r m priv^^ - 

should nmbeex0Qited- “Preo? . 
dom-tosayandpriBtMfeatevBE / 
we like does not,’of cqqzse,. ..; 
mean that we must aHneces- 
saxflyavail ourselves of unbri- 
died licence to say or write; ; 
whatever comes into ' pur . 
heads, regardless of tbe oL . 
fence it may give-to; f^ow 
dtnens." • • •. <• . 

The. crossparty committee 
had been concerned by. the 
distress caused to foe "ordi¬ 
nary arizen” propelled into ■ 
news stories and distressed by 
th ou g htless or _ malkdoos;. 
reporting. 

It had t a ken evidence from - 
widows of soldiers kilted -izi... 
Northern Ireland, the Ealing 
vicarage rape victim J3I Sa-• 

ward, and others. Support and 
guidance as often given when 
a police officer, or soldier was 
killed, should be offered to 
other victims and their, 
relatives. • -i. 

The royal femily-paradaas 
and other public figures could 
not expect an identical right to 
privacy, but the MPs tried to 
draw a fine. “While the com¬ 
mittee believes that foe public 
does have foe right to know 
that the Chancellor of- foe 
Exchequer [Norman Lament] 


■ An all-party Commons group believes 
that it has devised & formula that offers 
the best chance of balance in a society; 
dedicated to controversy and debate 


had legal advice parity finan¬ 
ced by. foe taxpayers, it does 
not beliere foal the public has 
therightfoknowdaaasoftbe 
Chancellor’s credit card 
transactions.'* . 

The report added: "While ir 
is a matter, for argument 
whether the public,has the 
right to knowthat a member 
: of the royal femily ar a cabinet 
minister is involved in an 
adulterous affair, the commit¬ 
tee does not beKewt that the 
public has rite nghtto know 
the contents of sum a person^ 
intimate conversations or the 
details of his'or her sexual 
activity.". v'r •. 

The ccanmittee did 'not 
claim that its formula would 
solve all foe problems but 
bdieved .it offered foe; “bet 



Brooke.haldtegfite • '• 
on CaJfcutt reptwt. .. 

to create the 
kind otbalance that should be 
achieved -in a satiety that 
fostered - controversy and 
debate' - -fT- 
The main m»mmendations 
-Bxti y 7.’'' 

^StJdxriory- press ombuds- 
man; possfbty a retired judge 
appointed by foe Lord Chart- 
cdlbr. moddled on system in' 
oftier industries.^One of his 
first duties dtould be to exam¬ 
ine. a proprietor's responsibil¬ 
ities ■ for- newspapers . .he 
controls. The puhbdy-funded 
ombudsman would •" investi¬ 
gate comphunts about-news¬ 
paper stories. and he . could 
supervise foe wording and 
prominence of corrections and 
pubfish adjudications:.. 

: - He‘ could order compenSa- 
. tidn to be : pazd- and if a 
newspaper- persistently 
breached foe code of practice, 
he couKL- fine it without 
. jeopardising possible legal 
proceedings, fir a newspaper 

court order. 

□ Protection ofprivacy bill; a 
two-part bill introducing dvil 
offences such as infringement 


of privacy and criminal sanc¬ 
tions against invasive iedinol- 
ogy and harassment 

Infringement of privacy in- 
. dudes: handling harmful or 
embarrassing personal mate¬ 
rial; handling private infor¬ 
mation, such as medical 
records, without permission; 
publishing inaccurate or mis¬ 
leading person information; 
and violating an individual’s 
privacy by persistent intru¬ 
sions, such as repealed tele¬ 
phone calls or staking out his 
or her home. As a defence, 
newspapers could claim that 
they were acting in the public 
interest 

. The bill would create crimi¬ 
nal o ffences , similar 10 those 
recommended by foe Calcutt 
review, for bugging; taking 
photographs or reooidfojp on 
private property without per¬ 
mission; publishing intimate 
material belonging to an indi¬ 
vidual without consent enter¬ 
ing private property with 
totem to obtain personal infor¬ 
mation: dealing with or han¬ 
dling mater ial obtained 
through dubious means, such 
as long-range cameras; and 
the deliberate interception of 
mobAe-telephone calls. 

□ The Press Commission 
would replace the Press Com¬ 
plaints Commission. It would 
be charged with upholding 
[aess freedom and maintain¬ 
ing ethical standards. ■ 

The new body should be 
weD-publidsed and - operate a 
hotline, as recommended, by 
the original Calcutt review, to 
channel initial complaints to 
editors. 

In contrast to the present 
commission,' foe '.committee . 
wants foe new one to-handfe 
complaints from those - of¬ 
fended. but. not directly to- . 
volved in stories. 

Regular research and . sur¬ 
veys of public attitudes to the 
press,tbe working of foe 
revised code of practice, and 
freedom of foe press, should 
be carried out The commis¬ 
sion could also draw up guid¬ 
ing principles. 

The duties of the commis¬ 
sion and ombudsman would 
overlap to some areas as foe 
commission, as envisaged by 
the committee, could also de¬ 
mand corrections, fines and 
apologies and order compen¬ 
sation for breaches of foe code. 

The code of practice should 
lie at foe heart of all reporting, 
forming part of every journal¬ 
ist’s oontraa of employment. 

□ Other legal changes: the 
government to consider strict 
controls on the sale of surveil¬ 
lance equipment Legal aid to 
extend to defamation. . 
■Privacy and Media Intru¬ 
sion, Commons national heri¬ 
tage committee 4th report 
(Stationery Office; E12.15) 

Ombudsman call, page 1 
FU Chapman, page 18 

Leading artide,page 19 



Press gang: MPs want to legislate against what they see as unwarranted media intrusion into the lives of the rich and famous 

Editors criticise new ‘busybody’s charter’ 


By Alexandra Frean 

MEDIA CORRESPONDENT 

NEWSPAPER editors have 
strongly criticised proposals to 
regulate the press contained to 
the report on privacy, and 
media intrusion by die cross- 
party national heritage select 
committee. 

Andrew Neil, editor of The 
Sunday Times, described the 
report as a "busybody's char¬ 
ter”, while 77te Sun dis miss ed 
file recommendation for a 
telephone hot line to allow foe 
initiation of.third party com¬ 
plaints about foe press as "a 
complete waste of tune". 

Lord McGregor, chairman 
of foe Press Complaints Com¬ 
mission. said foe committee’s 
rec ommend ation for a self- 
pbfiting Press Commission as 
well as a statutory regulator 
was “a goat muddle" and an 
"administrative impos¬ 
sibility". ' - 

Peter Preston,-editor of The 
Guardian, welcomed file 
cominittee’s stress tm volun- 
taiy regulation but Ht it was 
unnecessary to create an addi¬ 
tional level of interference with 
a statutory ombudsman. 

T think the committee has 
thrown everything but the 
kitchen sink at this. It is a case 
of bdt and braces—every idea 
of foe last year is there some¬ 
where in bewildering am— 
fusion," 

Mr Preston described foe 
recommendation that all edi¬ 
tors and journalists be contrac¬ 
tually obliged to follow a new 
Press Commission’s code of 
practice and the requirement 
all journalists show a- copy of 
foe code to everyone they 
sought to interview, or photo¬ 
graph, as "impractical" and a 
possible curtailment to investi¬ 
gative journalism. 

MPs made 43 recommen¬ 
dations after a five-month 
enquiry during which they 
listened to foe views erf editors 
and people who daimed to be 
victims of press intrusion. 
They visited Washington DC 
and New Yotk City to examine 


similar practices to the US. 
Their enquiry followed a series 
of well-publicised stories last 
year about alleged media 
intrusion. 

Launching foe report yester¬ 
day, Labour’s Gerald Kauf¬ 
man, the committee’s chair¬ 
man, said the reforms should 


The committee has 
thrown everything 
hut the kitchen 
sink at this 1 

Peter Preston, The Guardian 

be part of a package of 
Legislative measures which 
should, also include "effective 
action to extend foe pubfiCs 
right of " access to in¬ 
formation". 

He said file reforms should 
‘coincide with the introduction 
of a protection of privacy ML 
arguing that afi individuals 


were entitled to “a zone of 
privacy" in their lives. Mr 
Kaufrnan conceded, however, 
that leading public figures 
could not expea the same 
right to privacy as other 
people. 

The National Union of 
Journalists welcomed these 
proposals. Jake Ecclestone, the 
deputy general secretary, said: 
This measure will restrain 
editors from putting pressure 
on their reporters to behave 
unethically." 

Chris Davis, assistant editor 
of The Sun . said there were 
already far too many laws 
restricting the press. “MPs are 
trying to threaten us with a big 
stick." he said. 

Andreas Whittam Smith, 
editor of The Independent, 
said he'did not believe a law 
on privacy could be successful¬ 
ly implemented, even if ir 
allowed exceptions for cases of 
investigative reporting judged 
to be in the public interest “1 
cannot think of a stogie case 


where a judge and jury have 
ever upheld foe concept of 
public interest" he said. 

Sir Louis Blom-Cooper, for¬ 
mer chairman of the Press 
Council, welcomed the report 
as "imaginative", but warned 
against giving an ombuds¬ 
man statutory powers. "A 


This isa 
busybodies* 
charter, drawn up 
for busybodies’ 

Andrew Neil Sunday Times 


good complaints system is 
simple and quick. Once you 
start involving lawyers it be¬ 
comes very burdensome." 

He said there was no need 
to give a press ombudsman, 
appointed tty foe Lord Chan¬ 
cellor, executive powers. “Sim¬ 
ilar existing watchdogs for 
Parliament the health service 


and local government man¬ 
age to be effective without 
statutoiy powers of enforce¬ 
ment" he said. 

Lord McGregor, speaking 
on behalf of the Press Com¬ 
plaints Commission, criticised 
foe report's recommendation 
that foe PCC should be re¬ 
placed by a voluntary Press 
Commission with increased 
powers, including foe rigbt to 
impose fines on newspapers 
breaching the journalists’ code 
of practice. 

He described as “unaccept¬ 
able” the committee’s idea of 
installing a majority of lay 
members from outside the 
newspaper industry on a new 
commission, with powers to 
require the payment of com¬ 
pensation and to demand foe 
publication of corrections. 

“This would effectively give 
.foe new regulatory body the 
right to teD editors what to 
write to their papers and 
where they should put it," he 
said. 


SNP censures revival 
of ‘tartan terrorism’ 

By Giluan Bowditch, Scotland correspondent 


the Scottish NiBtiand.Party 
has dissociated itsdf from a 


tylent by extremists protest¬ 
ing agains t the privaisabm 

of Scotland’s water: 

A series of small devices 
received in England and Scot- 
fond has revived memories of 
"tartan terrorism" that Bared 
\ briefly in the 1970s m 

ndww Welsh, the SNFs 
spokesman on water, sard: I 
r -__n>. .m! tntailv ran- 


Hand ^rtehrilied address. last 
week a peaceful demonstra¬ 
tion was held outside fife 
building hy eight members of 
the SNPs Inventess branch. 

• They were demanding to 

see'a confidential document 


VYAUVU UB.J _ ' 

written by foe company to tbe 
Scottish Office, expressing in¬ 
terest in the jaivitisatikto of 
Scottish water. 

A similar letter bomb was 
soxt to Dmmreay nuclear 


UDClIiunwj —- . . __ - 

demn any acts of viofcnce m 
pursuit of political aims. No 

raiwe on earth can juyfy tne 

risk of manning or 
individuals and 
tieshave no l^ ce ® IX *fS T . 
He explained that earlier 
rerfvavmg 


reports mwiutua , 

a gamafl definhion of 
taee as “eviaythmg&omtum- 

toa a top off to blowing np a 
^Sbeen quoted out of 

°^^Siessage. however, may 

. of those opposed to wafer 
* privatisation. 
tetter bomb was < ^ e ® 5 ?* h!y 2£ 
t&vear-old woman at me 

bS&ters ofAngfran War- 

^tojfoe prime nnmslgs 

Cambridgeshire. It had a 
Scottish postmatk and a 


I rial 1 . --— a 

and On Monday one was 
receiwdbytiK Scottish Office 
in Edmbargb It was ad¬ 
dressed to Water Ptiraiisar 
tjonBoard. ' ■ ■ ' 

. Nobody was hurt by the 
devices although pofice said 
they were capable of fating 
tohny. Offices in Cambrid^- 
store are- cooperating wfch 
Scottish pofice on the 

investigation. 

In 1980 seven men were 
jailed forbetween ax a nd ten 
years to the so-called tartan 
army terrorism trial The 
judge at the hearing to CHas- 
Aow said fluff were gaflty of 
inspiring to further the aims 
of^thb Scottish Rcpobfiom 
SocMst Leaguc md were 
prepared to *31 and maim 
innumerable innocent 
peo^ei*. 


For sale: frigate, one 
owner, suit 3rd world 

By Michael Evans, osfesce corresponuent 


'THE government’s second¬ 
hand arms salesmen run fodr 

expanding niulti-mUlion- 
pound busutess from a seedy 
office block south of the 
Thames. They have glossy 
brochures on the latest surplus 


who cannot afford new ones. 

One of the avfl servants, 
whose department's efforts 
were highlighted by a Nat¬ 
ional Audit Office report on 
Tuesday, said that he was 
negotiating the sale of six Type 
21 frigates. He spends Ms 
time marketing vkd ships, 
aircraft, tanks and artffleiy 
pieces around the worid. 

The frigates are in a bro¬ 
chure called Surplus Royal 
Navy Ships. The Amazon aass 
ship s have had one owner, are 
“simple to maintain and eco¬ 
nomical to man”. The official 
said: The reputation of Royal 
Navy ships is so good, they are 
easier to sdl than aircraft cur 
tanks." 

-For all the major equip¬ 
ment, fi» biggest effort is 
made to selling the weapons 
for operational use. According 
to the official, a frigate bound 
for- a foreign -navy goes for 
several million pounds! If it is 
stid forscrap, “you onty get a 
few thousand". Could a cus¬ 
tomer get a better deal tty 


buying in bulk? “Well talk 
about it." he sakL 
The defence ministry's di¬ 
rectorate of sales (disposals} 
employs 55 civil servants who 
use defence attaches and pri¬ 
vate British companies to pro¬ 
mote used fighter planes and 
warships. The National Audit 
Office had a few criticisms, but 
their expertise has been 
sought by the Russians, Who 
have huge stocks of unwanted 
weapons, and even by fire 
Americans, who center the 
second-hand arms market. 

The directorate has high 
hopes of selling off. more 
Leander class frigates, which 
are already in service in coun¬ 
tries such as Chile and Paki¬ 
stan. Two frigates have 
recently been sold to Ecuador. 
Tanks and aircraft are not 
regarded as such hot proper¬ 
ties. Greece showed interest in 
buying some of the RAFs 
redundant Phantoms but 
called off a posable deaL 
A second sales brochure 
offers potential customers 
Chieftain and Centurion 
tanks and a variety of aitfflay 
pieces. "Old tanks are difficult 
to seH,” the. official said. “A 
Chieftain can go for only 
about £500 for scrap but if we 
«n sell them for use, we can 
get several thousand pounds." 



This simple test 
will tell you yours. 


Home 
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You'd be forgiven for assuming that the 
slimmer, fitter-looking man on the right has a 
lower cholesterol level 

The fact is you can't tell by looking and 
the only way to know for sure is to have a 
simple blood test 

You can either make an appointment with 
your doctor. Or now you can do it yourself 
with the new Boots Home Cholesterol Test 
With the kit comes a ‘Caring for your 
Heart' leaflet which puts the results of your 
Cholesterol test into context. 

The instruction leaflet has a Freephone 
Helpline to give you more information if required. 

It only takes 20 minutes, it’s easy to use and 
importantly it’s the most 
accurate home cholesterol 
test you can buy. 
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Tory praise 
for Carey’s 
attack on 
materialism 

By Ruth Gledhjll 

RELIGION CORRESPONDENT 

THE Archbishop of Canter¬ 
bury, Dr George Carey, yester¬ 
day condemned the pursuit of 
money and material con¬ 
sumption as measures of suc¬ 
cess. The individualisation of 
belief and morality -was “a 
public disaster of gigantic 
proportions”, he said. 

In an address to community 
leaders at Formby. in the 
Church of England’s Liver¬ 
pool diocese. Dr Carey criti¬ 
cised die government's Urban 
Programme, calling for a 
“more sustained and secure" 
contribudon to the inner cities. 
“Funding regimes have been 
chopped and changed. Pro¬ 
grammes have been mounted 
and scrapped." he said. 

The address was welcomed 
by senior Conservatives and 
could mark a turning point in 
relations between church and 
state, which have been at 
loggerheads for the past 
decade. 

John Redwood, inner cities 
minister, said "l am very 
pleased to see him offering 
moral and spiritual leadership 
and recognising die impor¬ 
tance of individual and family 
morality in urban regenera¬ 
tion." The government had an 
“extremely strong commit¬ 
ment" to urban renewal but 
money alone was not enough. 

Sir Michael GryDs. chair¬ 
man of the Commons 
backbench trade and industry 
committee, gave “three cheers 
for waving the banner of 
moral regeneration”. 

Calling for an end to the 
estrangement between indi¬ 
vidual enterprise and moral 
objectives. Dr Carey said “We 
have inherited perhaps espe¬ 
cially from the 1980s, some 
confosed thinking about the 
idea of success and the idea of 
a good society.” 

He criticised a dimate 
where people and institutions 
who did not do well materially 
were regarded as failures. 
“Christian teaching requires 
any worldly measure of suc¬ 
cess to be placed firmly in the 
perspective of the eternal val¬ 
ues taught to us by Jesus 
Christ, who was himself a flop 
by worldly standards." 


London’s future rises in the east 


■ Michael Howard vowed to incorporate 
lessons learnt in Docklands in ambitious 
plans for the East Thames Corridor 


By Rachel Kelly, local government correspondent 


MORE than 10.000 acres of 
derelict land either side of the 
River Thames will be trans¬ 
formed into a dty for the 21 st 
century and a “superb bridge- 
bead" into Europe, the gov¬ 
ernment announced yes¬ 
terday. 

The project, unveiled by the 
environment secretary, Mich¬ 
ael Howard, is designed to 
create 100,000 jobs, me same 
number of homes and 7.5 
million sq ft of office space in 
east London, south Essex and 
north Kent Mr Howard 
described the area, the so- 
called East Thames Corridor, 
as offering an “unrivalled 



Howard: promise to 
preserve green belt 

supply of development' sites 
dose to London". 

He told a news conference 
that the corridor, which 
stretches from Docklands to 
Tflbuiy and Sheemess, and 
indudes Dartfold. the Rqyal 
Docks. Rainham. Barking 
Reach, Greenwich and 
Thamesmead. would benefit 
from £4.5 billion of infrastruc¬ 
ture projects and the develop¬ 
ment of the Channel Tunnel 
rail link, which will cross the 
Thames near Daitfoxd and go 
on through Stratford to St 
Pancras station. 

Mr Howard stressed that 
die intention was not “to 
concrete over die green beta. 


We need to provide for dev¬ 
elopment which will bring 
new employment opportuni¬ 
ties whilst addressing the 
wide-ranging need to protect 
and improve the environ¬ 
ment-” Almost 20 per cent of 
the development land is 
contaminated by industrial 
and other pollution. 

The Council for the Protec¬ 
tion of Rural England said the 
corridor had huge potential 
for environmentally-led urban 
regeneration. Tony Burton, 
die councils chief planner, 
said: “This should improve 
the urban area of east London 
and reduce development pres¬ 
sure on the countryside.” 

In recent weeks ministers 
have described the east 
Thames scheme as a “safety 
valve" to halt London's inexo¬ 
rable spread westward. How¬ 
ever, Roger Humber, 
president of the House-Build- 
eis Federation, said: “The rate 
at which you can build in the 
East Thames Corridor is tiny. 
The area has got just about 
everything wrong with it con¬ 
taminated land, dreadful 
transport and the £4.5 billion 
the government has an¬ 
nounced to help transport is 
just a drop in the ocean." 

Mr Howard said that dev¬ 
elopment would be flexible 
and that there was “no ques¬ 
tion” of imposing a linear city, 
an idea originally proposed by 
the then environment secre¬ 
tary, Michael Hesehine. who 
two years ago suggested a 
dozen new towns on either 
side of the river linked by & 
new road and rail network. 

Mr Howard hopes that his 
approach win avoid the mis¬ 
takes made in the develop¬ 
ment of Docklands, where 
lack of infrastructure has dis¬ 
couraged office tenants and 
home owners. “We will be 
planning for a wider range of 
uses than perhaps we’ve seen 
in the Isle of Dogs." 

The Association of London 
Authorities urged Mr How¬ 
ard to avoid the mistakes of 
Docklands. Len Duvafl, the 



Finn fined 
for double 
amputation 

. A wallpaper company was 
-.fined £2,000 yesterday with 
£3,757 costs after a worker's 
hands were severed in a freak 
guillotine accident. Sharon 
Jackson. 23. has largely recov¬ 
ered the use of her hands, 
packed in ice and sewn bade in 
a nine-hour operation. A 5ft 
Wade fell' as ate was cutting 
board for pattern books. Teas 
had foiled to discover why the 
. accident happened. 

Ian Connor, for the prosecu¬ 
tion. told magistrates in Pres¬ 
ton. Lancashire, that 
guillotine workers were 
trained by a form of Chinese 
whispers, each one subse¬ 
quently training others-The 
practice was “totally 
inadequate". 

Forbo Kingfisher of Lancas¬ 
ter admitted breaking the 
Health and Safety at Work 
Act The fine was the maxi¬ 
mum for an incident before 
Mach 1992, when the level 
was increased to £20,000. 

Kidnap hoax 

A woman at Bracknell, Berk- 
shire, handed over her V 
£10,000 car, jewellery and 
tdeyision to a gang that pre¬ 
tended it had kidnapped her 
husband bo his way to the of¬ 
fice. She waited six hours be¬ 
fore discovering the deception. 


vice chairman, said: “While 
the government appears to be 
learning bom some of the 
mistakes of Docklands, it is 
important that the lessons are 
carried through at all stages.” 
The infrastructure had to be 
in place at the start and be 
property funded, while the 
needs of London as a whole 
had to be taken intn account. 

The area contains some of 
die most important nature 
sites in Europe. Mr Howard 
said: “One of my objectives 
will be to raise the environ¬ 
mental quality, to safeguard 
its internationally important 
wildlife habitat" 

Large areas of riverside are 
designated as important win¬ 
ter feeding sites for wading 
birds, and more than 35,000 
acres of the north Kent 
marshes, from Gravesend to 
WhicsTable. enjoy protected 
status. 


Homes need ‘will not be met’ 


By Our Property Correspondent 


GOVERNMENT plans to de¬ 
velop the East Thames Corri¬ 
dor win fail to meet the 
demand for housing in the 
South East the House-Build¬ 
ers Federation said yesterday. 

Roger Humber, president 
of the federation, said that 
the goal rtf 100,000 new 
homes in die corridor over 
the next 15 yean was unlikely 
to be reached. “Only a few 
hundred homes are likely to 
be built in the next few 
years," he said. “Press u re will 
therefore remain on the rest 
of the South East where the 
government has not planned 
for'enough new homes to 
fulfil de mand. ” 

The-gove rnm ent yesterday 


annmmfgd that 855,000 
homes are to be built in the 
South East over the next 20 
years, including the 100.000 
in the corridor. BtriMing wiD 
be at a rate of57.000 homes a 
year, fewer than were buflt in 
the 1970s or 1980s. More 
than 70.000 homes were built 
a year in the 1970s, and more 
than 60.000 a year in the 
1980s. 

Michael Howard, the envi¬ 
ronment secretary, said his 
planning.policies sought to 
balance tire need to protect 
the countryside with the need 
to provide adequate housing. 
□ The fell in house prices has 
halted., according to the latest 
housing market surv e y from 


the Rqyal Institution of Char¬ 
tered Surveyors. Three quar¬ 
ters of the 155 surveyors who 
contribute to the survey say 
prices are stable;' compared 
with a quarter who said so 
last autumn. 

The market is suffering 
from a. shortage of sensibly 
priced properties, the survey 
says. The number of prospec¬ 
tive buyers has grown since 
Christmas, but many sellers 
have foiled to drop then- 
prices. Peter Milier, of the 
institution, said: “Owners 
needing to- seD would-be 
advised to set senrible leytis 
that mil attract buyers The 
reco v e rin g housing market 
needs more realistic pricing:” 


Marco Pierre White, 31, the 
youngest chef to receive two 
Mkbelm stars for his restau¬ 
rant in Wandsworth, south¬ 
west London, was remanded 
on bail by South Western 
magistrates. London, on a 
charge of causing criminal 
damage. 

Boys expelled 

Four boy boarders have been 
expelled and a fifth suspended 
for holding a marijuana party 
in tire grounds of Trent Coll¬ 
ege, tire mixed public school at 
Long Eaton. Derbyshire. 

Mare knifed 

An attacker hacked off tire 
tongue of a pregnant race¬ 
horse grazing at Llanbradach, 
Mid Glamorgan. The foal is 
.in danger because the mare 
cannot eat property. 
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POLITICS AND GOVERNMENT 


Major sets I Westminster’s imbalance of power colours politicaldreams 

J - . - - ■■■■•. ■ -i jsvvss^ 


to reduce 



By Philip Webster. chief political correspondent 


BUDGET measures to im¬ 
pose VAT on power and raise 
road fuel duties would reduce 
an nual carbon r^issfans fay 
three million tonnes by the 
year 2000, John Major said 
yesterday. 

The government must act, 
even when that meant taking 
dtffimit and unpopular mea- 
sums, the prime minister said. 
“The environmental buck 
stops in our bade yard — 
nowhere else.” He was deter¬ 
mined to take the lead. in 
implementing measures, 
agreed at last year's Earth 
Summit in Rio. with a nat¬ 
ional plan produced by the 
end of the year. 

“It made no sense for the 
I government to commit Britain 
■ to lower carbon dioxide emis¬ 
sions but at die same time to 
be the only EC government 
with no VAT on domestic finds 
— a textbook case of perverse 
signals. 

“Nor did it make sense for 
the government to exhort mo¬ 
torists and manufacturers to 
choose and buDd fuel-efficient 
cars, while refusing to give 
them tangible incentives.'' 

The government could not 
meet its targets through'tax' 
changes alone, he said. He 
announced a.range of mea¬ 
sures to dean up the global 
environment, which he' said 
^ would take Britain two-thirds 
of the way to meeting its Rio 
targets. . ■ 

British industry had a long 

track record of successful tech¬ 
nology cooperation around 
the world which -foould be 
made more widely available 
and used. - He launched a 
global technology partnership 
conference in Bir m i ngh a m 
which, in a ttoeeyear pro-, 
gramme, would sum to allow 
the newiy •' industri alising 
countries to bypass oW tech¬ 
nologies and mow. straight to 
deaner processes.' f -' - • 

There were valuable com¬ 
mercial opportunities In tech- 


oology exchanges which-the. 
initiative -was designed' to 
promote. 

Mr Major said: "We needa 
comprehensive approach and 
that means using a range of 
instruments and seekin g few ¬ 
er emissions from-all sectors. 
Growing economies can in¬ 
vest mtecfanblogfei which save 
energy or recycle waste” 

He heralded an energy sav¬ 
ing trust to devise an d unpte - 
ment programmes to improve, 
energy efficiency; a new ener¬ 
gy management assistance 
scheme Jo hefe smaBbusfeess- 
es with advice on energy 
efficiency;,a new unit in. the 
Department of Trade and 
Industry dedicated to coordi¬ 
nating the initiative to develop 
technologies to individual 
business needs; a training 
scheme under winch UK com¬ 
panies would help senior busat- 

■ ness people from developing 
countries to acquire practical 
experience Of modem technol¬ 
ogy managemem and produc¬ 
tion methods. 

The government did not 
want to take measures that 
would damag e foe competi¬ 
tiveness. . of industry,' because 
' economic recovery was essen¬ 
tial for creating the conditions 
under which Britai n co uld 
meerits Rio commitments. “A 
tax added ‘to bu siness 
costs, dtitipd wimptalliveness. • 
would, at best, have retarded 
ftxpt — atworst, undermined it - 
. completely." He igected the 
arguments of those who said 
that there was a.*-choice; be- 

■ tween economic 'growth 'and 
foe environment or even that 

• growfo was rite enemy foe 

environment “Growingecon- 
omies can invest in tedmoL 
. ogies .wiikfa save energy .or 
iwydewaste. v *. • 

■ ■ . “NbipTWth polkaes would 
- mean nogreen poljdes either. 

• They would range environ- 
-jnentaj oonceori: agrinst con-. 
/ cents about jobs about living 

.standards:” ~.:'s 
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Class war Gyles Brsndrcth and Glenda Jackson start their political careers 


R obert KHroy-Silkfirst at¬ 
tracted public attention 
when he confessed his ambi¬ 
tions to become prime minis¬ 
ter in a television interview 
shortly after his election in 
1974.'He may have had the 
last laugh since he is now 
better known as a television 
personality than be was ever 
likeiv to be in politics. His 
remarks provoked much 
sneering from fellow MPs, 
largely because he had admit¬ 
ted in public the hopes which 
most new members only cher¬ 
ish in private. 

He was, however, talking at 
a time when the parties 
alternated in office and new 
M Ps could reasonably dream 
of a ministerial red box- Thai 
mav no longer be true after 
nearly 14 years of Tory rule. 
The ambitions of new MPs 
now vary, depending on 
which party they are in. 

This is suggested by the 
first results of a fascinating 
new survey of the expecta¬ 
tions of new MPs undertaken 
by Michael Rush of the 
University of Exeter for a 
research project of foe Study 
of Parliament Group. More 
than three-fifths of the new 
MPs elected last April replied 
to a questionnaire. 

The new members are a 
diverse bunch, from die al¬ 
ready famous like Glenda 
Jackson or Gyles Brandreth, 
trying to adapt to their new 
environment, to the obscure 
eager to make their names. 
Almost aK around 95 per 
cent, believe that being an 
MP should be a full-rime job, 
and emphasise foe primary 
importance of work for their 
constituents. 


Most striking is the differ¬ 
ence in then* ambitions. 
More than tv® out of three 
Tories expect their parlia¬ 
mentary careers to last 20 or 
more vears. while little more 
than a fifth of Labour mem¬ 
bers da That may be partly 
because most Tory MPs elect¬ 
ed last year inherited safe 
seats from retiring members, 
while a sizeable number of 
the new Labour MPs won 
marginal seats from the To¬ 
ries and are realistically cau¬ 
tious about foe length of their 
Commons service. 

More than a half of new 
MPs covered in foe survey 
hope to become ministers, 
but there is a sharp contrast 
between the parties. More 
than 60 per cent of new 


K'KttpOijncs<. 

Tories have such hopes, but 
only 43 per cent of new 
Labour members do. More¬ 
over. while no Tories denied 
ministerial ambitions, nearly 
a fifth of new Labour MPs 
did. with two-fiffos as don't 
knows. 

Thau in turn, may have 
been influenced by the length 
of time the Tories have been 
in power, although quite a 
number of the new Labour 
intake, such as foe many 
former council leaders and 
committee chairmen, might 
have entertained eventual 
ministe rial ambitionsif Lab¬ 
our had won foe election. 

The contrasting ambitions 
also affect attitudes to their 
vrark as backbenchers. Lab¬ 
our MPs place considerably 


more emphasis than Tories— 

50 per cent against 29 per 
cent — on scrutinising and 
keeping a check on the gov¬ 
ernment and civil service. 

But how far are MPs from 
the two main parties becom¬ 
ing permanently government 
or Opposition minded? This 
question, not so far explored 
by foe study, is reflected not 
oniv in the triumphalism of j 
some of the new Tories, the I 
belief that they will always be 
in power, but also in the 

implicit assumption of some 
Labour members that they 
wfll never be in office. 

T his in turn encourages 
irresponsibility, a reluc¬ 
tance to consider the implica¬ 
tions of exercising power. 
That has occurred in foe 
American House of Repre¬ 
sentatives where the Republi¬ 
cans have been in a minority 
for more than 3S years. 

In Britain, there is a ten¬ 
dency on the Opposition side 
to criticise what the govern¬ 
ment is doing almost for foe 
sake of it Although the shift 
to hospital trusts and giant 
maintained schools will in 
practice, be irreversible by 
the time of the next election, 
some Labour MPs behave 
almost as if they want the 
changes to fail. The line 
between the constructive crit¬ 
icism of a government-in- 
waiting and the negative 
carping of a permanent 
Opposition is critical to the 
credibility of Labour. An MP 
may have to think and behave 
i like a minister if he or she 
r wants to become one. 

J Peter Riddell 
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MPs force 
a show of 


LabourMPsused the . : 
unusual tacticof finang a - 
division against a bi n 
they supported to illustrate 
its wideferead backing. -. 

David Hinchlifle. . 
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bm to require agencies 
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their own homes to bereg- 
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Atkins, a Northern Ireland 
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rounding public spending de¬ 
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might be politically possible to 
make deep and lasting reduc¬ 
tions in the £80 bflGorHtyear 
social security budget 
The papers-waD show that 
social security spending has 
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NEW PACKARD BELL 

486SX HARD DRIVE COLOUR PC 

• 25 MHz Intel 486SX processor 

• 125Mb hard drive 

last, Windows graphics 

• Super VGA colour monitor 

• sw 1.44Mb floppy disk drive 

• Software includes 
Microsoft DOS 5.0, 

Microsoft Windows 3.1 1 
Navigator, Microsoft Works 
and Microsoft Money. 

Model: Legend Elite 445G 
Includes 12 months 
on-site service. 

Dixons Deal 


NEW PACKARD BELL 

486SX HARD DRIVE COLOUR PC 

• 33MHz Intel 486SX processor 

• 170Mb hard drive 

• 4Mb RAM (expandable to 32Mb) 

• Dual media floppy disk drive 

• Low radiation non-interlaced 

SuperVGA colour monitor 

• Software includes Microsoft 
DOS 5.0, Microsoft Windows 3.1, 
Navigator, Lotus 1-2-3, Lotus 
Ami Pro and Lotus Organiser. 

Model: Legend Elite 605H 
Includes 12 months on-site service 

Dixons Deal 


170 Mb HARD 

diskdrive 





NEW 486SX PC 


fast tower pc 
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486SX HARD DRIVE 

COLOUR PC 
25MHz Intel 488SX processor. 

BSMb hard dnvs.2W3 HAM 
[expandable to 32Mb). Local 
Bub wtih Windows Accelerator. 
Super VGA colour monitor. 
Software indudes Microsoft DOS 
5,0, Microsoft Windows 3.1, 


Merosofi Money. 

-v. Ntodel. Legend Qte435E 
Includes 12 months 
on-slta service 
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PACKARD 
BELL 

486DX2 
HARD DRIVE 
COLOUR PC 

66MHz Hal 486DX2 processor. 210Mb had drwe. 
to 32Mb) «Mh S12K acta memory Lo« 


colour monitor wdb 1Mb video memoryon board. 

MK3tto08DOS5.0,MiOOSaaWlr«iOws3^ 1-2-3 .Lotli3 

Airt Pro and Lotus Organiser. 

ESaEST* OADQE,! 
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NOW. B&Q INTRODUCE 







.wring! igiBBtoig* 


Crown Matt Vinyl Emulsion 

Pure Brilliant White. 
10 Litres 

Old Price El 7.99 



Crown Matt Vinyl 
Emuision 

Pure Brilliant White. 

5 Litres 

Old Price £10.99, £10.79 


Crown Matt or 
Silk Vinyl Emulsion 

Pure Brilliant White. 
2.5 Litres 

Old Price £7.29 each - 



V 

mm * 


■% ■ 







B&Q 

Non Drip Gloss 

Pure Brilliant White. 
2.5 Litres 
Old Price £7.99 




f 'l. 




mii 
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Aqua Vac 
Multisystem 3000 

1000 watt carpet shampooer 
and domestic wet ana dry 
vacuum cieaner. 

Old Price £97.95 

£89-99 








Dulux Wealtiershietd 
Fine Texture Masonry 
Paint 

Brilliant White. 5 Litres 
Old Price £15.99 


Cuprinol Garden 
TimberCare 

Rich Oak 
9 Litres 

Old Price £11.99 


EXTRA LOW PRICES ON OVER 
500 KEY D.I.Y PRODUCTS 

We identified all the products most regularly 
bought by you our customers - the KEY D.I.Y products. 

Then, we brought the prices down on over 300 
of them, so they would all be at a low, low price - 
week in. week out. 

Look for the KEY D.I.Y symbol throughout the store 
it’s the sign of low prices. 




Kew 
Hobby 
80-1 Pressure 
Washer . . 

Old Price £199.96 

£169-95 


v Skit "Baseline* 
Single Speed 
Jigsaw 4200H 

380 watt; With fitted 
13 amp plug. 

- Old Price £29.99- 

£28-49 


Black & Decker 
• Workmate 536 

Duat height workbench. 
Folds flat for 
easy storage. • 

Old Price £62.95 


^ liov-* 3 t2o-4v £59-95 

OPENING HOURS Monday to Saturday 8am-8pm. Most stores open Sundays 9am-6pm. RING 081-466 4166 FOR YOUR NEAREST STORE 














































































































10 EUROPEAN NEWS 


Peace team admits 
Serbs will not 
sign Bosnia accord 


By James Bone 
IN NEW YORK 

and Our Foreign Staff 

THE international mediators 
on Bosnia have acknowl¬ 
edged publicly what has been 
increasingly obvious for 
weeks: that the Bosnian Serbs, 
who are enjoying success on 
the battlefield, have no inten¬ 
tion of signing their peace 
plan for the former Yugoslav 
republic soon. 

Lord Owen and Cyrus 
Vance, the'co-chairmen of the 
talks, have given Radovan 
Karadzic, the Bosnian Serb 
leader, permission to leave the 
negotiating table to return 
home after an exasperating 
attempt to win his support for 
their proposals. 

While the mediators were 
acknowledging Serb intransi¬ 
gence, two Royal Navy Sea 
King helicopters yesterday 
braved Serb artillery fire to 
evacuate two wounded Cana¬ 
dian United Nations soldiers 
and three Muslim civilians 
bom the besieged town of 
Srebrenica in eastern Bosnia. 

The Canadians had been 
injured, one seriously, when 
the Serbs fired ten shells on to 
the helicopter landing zone at 
Srebrenica shortly after three 
French Pumas had evacuated 
2 1 wounded Muslim civilians. 
The Sea Kings also narrowly 
escaped being hit as Serb 
shells crashed around the 
landing zone at the football 
stadium. 

Hundreds of people who 
had gathered at the town's 
football stadium to greet the 
French helicopters had to dive 
for cover as shells landed 
within 50 metres of where the 
Pumas had been parked One 
Muslim civilian was killed In 
an attack earlier in the morn¬ 
ing on the football pitch, two 
Muslims died. Four were also 
wounded. 

As the Sea Kings arrived, 
the Serbs Bred two artillery 
shells and sporadic shelling 
continued as the wounded 
were carried on board. “Luck¬ 
ily. they managed to get out 
without a scratch." a spokes¬ 
man for the UN protection 


■ Evacuation of the wounded by helicopter 
is proving perilous. The Serbs appear 
determined to violate a UN agreement 


force said. The artiileiy fire 
violated the agreement which 
had been reached between 
Bosnian Serb commanders 
and General Philippe 
Morillon. the French com¬ 
mander of the UN forces in 
Bosnia 

Lord Owen said Dr 
Karadzic rejected the media- 

West polices 
7,462 ships 

Belgrade: Nato and West¬ 
ern European Union naval 
ships patrolling the Adriatic 
have challenged 7.462 ves¬ 
sels since last December in 
their attempt to police the 
United Nations trade em¬ 
bargo on the rump Yugosla¬ 
via and the arms ban on Us 
former republics fTim Judah 
writes). Hie figures have 
been revealed by Lloyd's 
List the newspaper of the 
shipping business, in an 
article citing American 
State Department sources. 


tors’ plan to divide Bosnia into 
ten semi-autonomous repub¬ 
lics. which would require the 
Serbs to withdraw from more 
than 40 per cent of the land 
they now controL He added 
that the Bosnian Serbs also 
disagreed with die mediators 
on the structure of an interim 
government after a peace 
accord. 

"It is very dear that he still 
wants the republic of Srpska." 
Lord Owen said of Dr 
Karadzic's self-proclaimed 
Serb state in Bosnia. “At this 
point there is no chance of 
him coming round." In itself. 
Dr Karadzic's expected depar¬ 
ture will not end the peace 
process because the mediators 
never held out great hope for 
early Serb acceptance. 


Since they moved the talks 
to New York from Geneva in 
January. Lord Owen and Mr 
Vance have focused instead on 
getting the Muslim-led Bosni¬ 
an government to join the 
Bosnian Croats in accepting 
the plan. 

Their strategy has been, 
once the Muslims sign, to use 
heavy international pressure, 
including new UN sanctions 
on die Serb-led rump of 
Yugoslavia, to force the Serbs 
to sign. too. 

Talks continued at UN 
headquarters yesterday to try 
to get the Muslims to accept 
the Vance-Owen accord. But 
die turmoil in Russia has cast 
a long shadow over the second 
phase of Lord Owen and Mr 
Vance’s approach. 

In recent days. Russia has 
stalled repeatedly a planned 
security council vote to enforce 
the no-fly zone over Bosnia, 
apparently concerned that 
President Yeltsin's opponents 
might use Russian support for 
the anti-Serb measure as am¬ 
munition in their battle 
against him. 

Although the security coun¬ 
cil was due to vote on the no-fiy 
zone enforcement again late 
yesterday. Russia's attitude 
has made dear that it wiQ be 
very difficult for the UN to 
impose further sanctions on 
the Serbs even if the Bosnian 
Muslims do accept the plan. 

The Western powers want to 
tighten die existing UN trade 
embargo on Yugoslavia by 
banning all trans-shipment of 
goods across Yugoslav territo¬ 
ry, restricting traffic on the 
Danube river and seizing Bel¬ 
grade’s foreign assets.But they 
may be forced to-put off any. 
action until the power struggle 
in Moscow is resolved, lest the 
new sanctions on the Serbs 
weaken Mr Yeltsin’s domestic 
position. 

Another option if the Serbs 
fail to sign the Vance-Owen 



Po inting the way Radovan Karadzic, the leader of rite Bosnian Serbs, 
with a map of the republic at a press conference in New York 


plan is for the leading powers 
to convene an international 
conference on the former Yu¬ 
goslavia Possible steps would 
indude exempting the Bosni¬ 
an government from the UN 
arms embargo, or even inter¬ 
vening more heavily militarily. 

Tadeusz Mazowiedd, the 
UN spedal investigator, said 
yesterday that the siege of 
Srebrenica was another exam¬ 
ple of “ethnic deansing". 

“It is difficult to describe 
what is happening in 
Srebrenica in other words. It is 


undoubtedly a continuation of 
that policy," he said. 

Mr Mazowiedd, a former 
Polish prime minister ap¬ 
pointed by the UN to investi¬ 
gate human rights abuses in 
the former Yugoslavia, said 
there were other violations. He 
cited what he said was dis¬ 
crimination against Serbs in 
Croatia and against ethnic 
Albanians in Kosovo. 

The International Court of 
Justice said in The Hague 
yesterday that it will hold die 
first public hearings on April 1 



in Bosnia’s war crimes case 
against the rump state of 
Yugoslavia. Serbia and 
Montenegro. 

Bosnia accused Serbia and 
its ally Montenegro of geno- 
dde and other war crimes in 
an application filed to the 
court last week. "Yugoslavia 
has killed, murdered, wound¬ 
ed. raped, robbed, tortured, 
kidnapped, illegally detained 
and exterminated the dfizens 
of Bosnia-Heraegovma and is 
continuing to do so," Bosnia 
said in its application. 
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Belgium 
lurches 
into next 
crisis 

From George Brock 

IN BRUSSELS 

THE Belgian cabinet teetered ! 
on the brink yeaerday of 
becoming Europe's-first gov- - 

eminent to fall because of the 
nnraiified Maastricht treaty. 

The four-party coalition:, 
government that offered its 
resignation on Tuesday sat in 
querulous limbo yesterday as 
King Baudoumcalled in. polit¬ 
ical leaders in an attempt to 
avoid a general election. The , 
unfortunate king is well on the 
way to becoming a part-time ; 
politician ■ himself: Belgian 
governments now wobble so 
often that a royal referee is 
often needed. The present 
government ted by Jeart-Luc 
Dehaene, has lasted only 380 j 
days so far and took 100 days 
before that to assemble. 

The bull-tike Mr Dehaene's 
legendary patience was ex¬ 
hausted by a deadlock over 
how die country can meet the 
stringent economic tests which , 
were written into the Maas¬ 
tricht treaty for European 
Community states that want to 
join a single currency towards 
the end of the decade. His 
plan to reduce the huge gov¬ 
ernment debt included limit¬ 
ing pay increases and putting 
the savings into the state's 
impoverished social security 
funds. Wages and salaries in 
Belgium have been increased 
by an aiTtnmatir- index since 
1938. however, and-French- 
speaking Sotialis&Bbfected. 

“Some people do not realise 
Che seriousness of the situation 
and are playing games," Mr 
Dehaene muttered as he 
marched off to the palace, 
hoping to scare his opponents 
with the threat of a general 
election. . 

Threats of an unwanted poll 
should be enough to bring the 
political parties bade into line. 

The currency would be weak¬ 
ened by a full-scale crisis. 

Belgium is due to assume the 
Community rotating presi¬ 
dency in July, and would risk 
having no government when 
its turn began. The complicat¬ 
ed scheme to turn the king- 
dom into a federal state would 
have to be restarted from 
scratch. 


in Arctic 
circles 

ByTom Walks* . 


THE European Commis¬ 
sion yesterday cleared the 
way for Norwegian mem¬ 
bership of riie European 
Community -and formal 
entry talks will start next 
month. But the political 
machinery in Oslo seems 
out of touch with public 
opinion. In Sweden and 
Finland, polls on member¬ 
ship waver towards rejec¬ 
tion; in-Norway the major¬ 
ity never seems to have 
considered otherwise. 

“Just say no," bellowed 
Kristen Nygaard. a sham¬ 
bling hulk of a man. loud 
and convivial, from the 
steps of the Norwegian 
parhamenL Life is going 
wefl for tan these days; his 
“No to the EC" campaign 
has all the momentum of a 
runaway train. 

Gro Harlem Brundt- 
land, the prime minister, 
knows that die is in fcnr a 
Jong fight. “I am glad that 
we have two years this is a 
very difficult process in a 
small country. It is very 
necessary that our fisher¬ 
men and fanners Think 
and fed their security and 
future is safe in wider 
European hands.” 

The outcome of a refer¬ 
endum late next year will 
largely depend on whether 
her government can con¬ 
vince Norway's far-finng 
co mmuni ties that their 
lives would not be shat¬ 
tered by EurtKtirectives. 
Norway would not join the 
EC before 1995, along 
with Sweden and Finland. 

Thomas HyUand Erik- 
sen. a social anthropolo¬ 
gist at Oslo University, 
tefieves that the differ¬ 
ences of opinion before the 
referendum will be nar¬ 
row. but not enough to 
save Mrs Brondtiand from 
humiliating defeat. He 
predicts a 56 percent “no" 
vote. One of the problems, 
he stud, was dial: voting 
“no” was radical due 
among the under-30s. 
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From coday, flights are dear for take-off 
from Manchester Airport’s new Terminal 2. 

And from Sunday 28th March the long- 
haul airlines listed will also operate from the 
new terminal. Arriving passengers, who may 
have departed from Terminal 1, should be met at 
Terminal 2. However, should you require ic, 
there is a regular shuttle service running between 
each terminal. 

And while we’re on the subject of new 

a 

arrivals, May 17cb sees the first train arriving 
at Manchester Airports own rail station. A £28 
million direct link to all major railway stations 


American Airlines 
Delta Air Lines 
Cathay Pacific 
Qantas 
Emirates 
Air Canada 
Singapore Airlines 
Pakistan International Airlines 
South African Airways 


All other airlines, including British Airways, depart from Terminal I. - 
Canadian Airlines International and Gulf Air will operate from Terminal 2 at a later'date. 


in the North, making Europe's fastest growing 
airport even easier to get to. 

For further information on T2 please call 
our 24 hour hodine on 

0800 222 200 
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Manchester 
Airport 

One of the Worlds Great Airports 
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rescue for Kremlin 


From Martin Fletcher , 

*N WASHINOTON 

PRESIDENT Qirnon and. 
John Major dfcrttfsavf 
Russian cnsds for 30 minutes 
by telephone yesterday and 
agreed that finance and for¬ 
eign ministers of the Group of 
Seven leading industrial na¬ 
tions should meet in Tokyo on 
April 13 and 14, government 
officials said. The other five 
G7 nations have yet to agree. 

Unconfirmed reports in 
Washington yesterday sug¬ 
gested that the meeting could 
lead to an emergency G7 
summit to sea] a new interna¬ 
tional aid package for Russia. 

Before flying to Washington 
yesterday for meetings with 
Warren Christopher, the US 
Secretary of State, and -other 
top officials. Douglas Hurd, 
the foreign secretary, said 
there was now “intensive dis¬ 
cussion among the Western 
powers as to what kind of 
practical help we can give' 
above the political statements 
ofsupport". 

The Clinton administration 
is also preparing to push for 
much greater Japanese partic¬ 
ipation in an aid package. 
Tokyo has so far refused to 
make big contributions 
because of. its territorial dis¬ 
pute with Moscow over foe 
Kurile islands; but TJS pa¬ 
tience is wearing thin. 

“The Japanese have not 
been forthcoming, and that’s 
something we need to work: 
on. We are asking everybody;, 
to make this ^'priority,” said a; 
White House official . 


■ If the G7 nations agree to hold an 
emergency summit, major new international 
aid could, be released for Russia 


Kiidri Miyazawa. Japan’s 
prime munster. is to meet Mr 
Oinwriatthe White House on 
April 16.'The former presi¬ 
dent. Richard Nixon, said 
recently that unless Japan 
increased its “shockingly inad- - 
equate" aid Mr Yeltsin would 
fail and "they wifl never.get 
the Islands bade".' 

Andiri Khayrev, the Rus¬ 
sian foreign minister, was 
meeting Mr Clinton yesterday 
to brief him on fo e Russian 
situation, discuss US bilateral 
aid. and plan, foe April 3-4 
summit with President 
Ydtsin, which now looks cer¬ 
tain to be held iriVancouver as 
moving rt to Moscow could 
make foe Russian leader look 
weak. 

Ln a speech in Washington 
yesterday, Mr Kozyrev called 
for foe lifting of foe West's 
.Coocon restrictions on high- 
technology trade with Russia 
and a phased integration of 
Russia into the G7. He said 
Russia stood, at a "dramatic 
and crucial moment" but in¬ 
sisted there was no reason to 
"panic or predict civil war". 

The international aid pack¬ 
age. VTOuW focus primarily on 
reschednltng the $80 hiffion 
idebt Russia inherited from foe 
. forroej; Soviet Union and ways 
of rehuang restrictions on 
Joans tp Russia , from foe 
, International Monetary Fund 


and World Bank. To m orrow 
Mr Chnton meets Helmut 
Kohl, foe German chancellor, 
whose couniiy sowed roughs 
60jper cent of that debt 
-According to officials, Mr 
Ointon and Mr Hurd agreed 
on the importance of improv¬ 
ing Russia's macro-economic 
discipline over inflation. 
"There is no point putting 
money in unless there are 
ways of oontroQhig foe central 


The New York Times report¬ 
ed yesterday that Mr Clinton 
had derided to stress his 
staunch support for Mr Ydr- 
sin during Tuesday’s news 
conference despite advice 
from aides that he should 
restrict himself to a perfunc¬ 
tory reference. Mr Clinion did 
not want to be accused of 
having “last" Russia, as Harry 
Truman was accused of hav¬ 
ing tost China. 

□ Brussels: The European 
Commission yesterday offered 
Russia hope of ah eventual 
free trade pact with the EC as 
an mcentive to keep Moscow 
on its shaky path of democrat¬ 
ic and economic reform. " 
The Commission stressed 
such a development could 
occur only "when economic 
and political circumstances in 
Russia are suitable”. (.Reuter) 

Direct rule oat page 1 


Russians put little faith in 
salvation from the West 


' FROM ANNE McELVOY W. MOSCOW 


WORLD IBank representa¬ 
tives ha^_.nKreased' foe', 
number otfoeir appoint- ;, 
merits at Moscow's minis¬ 
tries, newspapers and 
enterprises this week ask¬ 
ing everyone for their opin¬ 
ion cm how foe West should 
react to current political 
events in Russia. - - - 

Along with their Interna¬ 
tional Monetary Fund col¬ 
leagues and diplomats 
making preparations for the 

Group of Seven meeting, 
they have been sent to 
Russia to find out what (hey 
rap do to improve the coure 
try's present woeful confu¬ 
sion. After two days 
trudging round Moscow,- 
however, they admit they 
are finding it difficult to 
develop a useful strategy, in. 
the face of the constantly. 
chang ing situation. 

When it conies to dispens¬ 
ing cash aid, the West has so 

far held back. Of foe modest 

1992 offer of $24 billion 
(£16 billion) only $13.4 tril¬ 
lion has actually been 
horsed. President Clinton is 
determined to break the 
political stalemate with a 
new aid programme centred 
on a huge debt deferral and 
the provision of a social 
security net to combat the 
effects of unemployment 
created by largMcato eco¬ 
nomic restructuring The 
programme would also fi¬ 
nance hardship allowances 
for state employees^ who 
have been bypassed hK the 
entrepreneurial boom-and 
for pensioners who. unless 
helped by foeir femflie& am 

starve to death m ***** 

pension in foe new Ru^u 

The project is the foam- 

chfld rfOWge gf 

Hungarian 

whose ofooienceoftte 
effects of restructurm® m 
Eastern Europe teve ted 
Mm to conclude that the 


Upr ' dependants are con- 
bemed is foe lack ofa safety 
jjgrand foe fearfoat back- . 
ing reform could mean sup¬ 
porting their awU.pemsy: 
But a subsistence payment 
to a Russian worker ren¬ 
dered unemployed in a rat- 
ionafisation or factory 
closure would cost rady $6 a 
month, so foe proposed 
social package of from $3 
billion to $4 triflkm could be 
spread wide enongh to allow 

those at the bottom of foe 
economic {rile to benefit 
Before foe G7 convenes 
for its next meeting, the 



Soros: sees a social 
safety net as essential 

CKnfon aftnin teifloB and 
European governments, 
who will be called on to back 
any package agreed, most 
decide what the aid is in¬ 
tended to achieve. Govern¬ 
ments tot tending still to 
fight foe last battle rather 
than the. present ; oue, Mid 
still argue- about Whether 
more Western help could 
have saved Mikhail Gorb¬ 
achev, foe fanner Sonet 

president 

Russian diplomats and 
minis try officials continue 

to lobby foe .West fat aid 

and give warnings of the 
dire consequences if it is riot 


forthcoming- But the causal¬ 
ity chain in Russian politics 
is notoriously vague, and 
attempts to forge a link 
between Western aid or the 
lack of it and events in 
Russia axe generally speak¬ 
ing pointless. 

A growing body of Rus¬ 
sians who inhabit foe na¬ 
tionalist as writ as the 
libera] camps are waxy of 
foe West’s money. Infernal 
critics point out that the 
more the West is seen to 
support President Ydtsin, 
the more his nationalist foes 
can present him as a West¬ 
ern stooge. There is a bed- 
. rock of distrust of the West 
in Russia, and tins is one 
reason why wiser Russian 
economists Kke Boris Fyod¬ 
orov, foe deputy prime min¬ 
ister, emphasise the need 
for long term co-operation 
in reform rather than simply 
dofing out emergency funds 
iri an attempt to buy the 
desired political outcome. 

Tatiana Malkina, political 
correspondent of Sevodnyo. 
(Today), is representative of 
a young generation of liber¬ 
als who are sceptical about 
foie West's view that it can 
"save" Russia through aid, 
"It is a reworking of foe old 
'sausage question', which 
has been the basis of foe 
rtiatiiimship between the 
rotors ana the masses for 
centuries.'’ she says. "If I 
give you a sausage, what do 
I expect in return? If Presi- 
- dent Clinton &ves the un¬ 
employed in Russia a 
sausage, there most be 


maybe the sausages should 
come with ’Vote Ydtsin’ 
rather -than ‘Vote Khas- 
bolatoV pn them. 

"But Mr Ydtsin's fate is 
ffkdy to have been deter¬ 
mined-tong before we have 
derided what sort of sau- 


Red herrings, page 18 


starts to win ovei 

FROM ANATOL LlEVSN IN MOSCOW 


AAMimi apparently They also seem to nave iaucn 

everything ^M'Yeltsiris dramatic offen- into line, and will carry out the 

Si depends on the he has now plebiscite, however- half- 

the form of the new «ostdfe ’“JfJJL. oonservativfrdomb .from out of the woofo. Most 
^Shasrestrictedfoewte ooundls.anifeven Russians 

ofSnfidencein bm. gajgRussian demcxaais.^foeticto^foep^^te, and for 

2S52SES>'«S' 5 ^fc-vMr 

court.has roled ^5r.^5ential role- . V Yetein between now and April 
institution^ th ^^ J Stoapply not just- 25 wffl be to persuade them to 
JJ®. ^^Sties across Ruspa ■2jJL w j MR but also to the ., turn, out If they da most 

*' • - P0&- sugosi that 

Shared Preadent Ydttin wM win. as 

of the Tatar boycotted a idfei- . ti^pariiainemtt w 

-optinfi greaterfodepen _ ......... • *. --- — 


as fears over Moscow militaiy grow 
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Cold warriors: Russian presidential 
guards goosestepping past-a tone 
member of the nxflimi at the Kremlin 
wan yesterday as heavy snow fell in 
Moscow. President Ydtsin has ex¬ 
panded his guard and converted it 


-53R-- - 
• / -• 


into a personal regiment as he 
streng th ens his defences against his 
opponents m pariimnent, 'which is 
dominated by hardline aati-refonn- 
ists (Anne McElvoy writes). Mean¬ 
while. the army is living up to a 


pledge by General Pavel Grachev, 
the defence minister, that it will 
remain neutral in the political con¬ 
flict. Patriach Aleksi II, die head of 
foe Russian Orthodox Church, has 
echoed an appeal by the president 


for the military to retain its neutral 
role, calling on all men under arms to 
remember their duty to the nation to 
protect civic peace and to avoid 
becoming “fuel for the fire of 
political extremism". 
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“My PCS came with £500 worth 
of business and financial software. 
It just doesn’t add up.” 


You can gel £500 worth of software with foe PCS 
range, even if you buy foe PCS If which only 
costs £599 ex. VAT itself 



PCSII-£399 evWT 


In addition to all the pre-loaded software, 
you can claim the best selling Microsoft Works 
for Windows and Microsoft Money. 

Just pick up an application form when 
buying your PCS and send it along with proof 
of purchase? 

The PCS hardware alone represents out¬ 
standing value. They’re all fully compatible 
MS-DOS based PCs ranging from foe PCS1I 
which houses 586 power but is only A4 in size, 
to foe very powerful PCS44 (486SX). 

It’s also reassuring to know that over 80,000 
people in the UK. are already successfully running 
their homes or small business with PCS. 


The PCS Range - Technical Specification 


Processor 386SX 3S/WX JS6SX 

Speed J6MHz 25MHz 25MHz 

RAM Sid 2Mb 2Mb 4Mb 

MM Max 10Mb 10Mb 20Mb 

HDLi 40Mb 40Mb S5Mb 

Prire ex VAT £599 £699 £1,M9 

III abm« ipctdicathiiu induAt: QiJwir VGA mi>mlw • Mortise 
PS/2 compaslblc- • Software pre-lftmllrd nii hurd-dlstr Tuiimal 
and Ivr Guide, M^-DOS 1 Windows * \ortnn \m«lru'. 
Double DUl CampmsW. 

Mimuufl Whrlui for Wu\d«ws • ttiird pninssitis wifti s|M.-liiup 
checker, database with reporting, sprtadsliwi with chartinp. 
dran-inpwithpafii'tocwrf MdroamminUons. jUmbwa 
• Tree* etpenws. mi Irndpela, amortise loans, ennie rcjKJrts. 

•Offer valid until 1st MaJ IW3 (appliraiion forms must l* iwrlwd 
by Olivrtli b> IWi May I9BIJ. Pl/i up aa applicoima V*m fur ihi\ 
software « puichaw of PCS. 





Products from the PCS range are available from Dixons • Currys Superstores • Harrods - John Lewis Partnership • Kaytech Superstores 
Makro Multitrade Centres (trade only) * PC World»Ryraan • Wilding and selected dealers. Also through Action, inmac and Best Buys catalogues. 

For further information, please telephone 081-780 8t6G. 














Mondeo from 
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Every Mondeo features: Steering wheel airbag • Multivalve engine . Front whee. 
drive • Power steering * Anti-submarine seats • Front seatbelt pre-tensioners anc 
grabbers • Side impact bars • Reinforced bodyshell • Alarm and shielded locki 
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South Africa orders mobilisation of troops to prevent more 


De Klerk proposes 
return of hanging 



By Michael Hamlyn 
IN JOHANNESBURG 
AND OUR FOREIGN STAFF 


PRESIDENT de Klerk said 
yesterday that he would order 
rroops to areas where whiles 
have been killed and ask 
parliament to consider resum¬ 
ing hangings. 

He also urged the nation's 
black and white leaders to 
make hairing political violence 
their priority so that progress 
could be made towards shift¬ 
ing from white rule to a 
multiracial government 

Recent attacks by blacks that 
killed four whites have raised 
tension and brought calls for a 
crackdown on black groups. 
Some white extremists have 
threatened revenge attacks. 

Political violence last year 
derailed negotiations on end¬ 
ing white rule and the new 
wave of attacks came as black 
and white leaders held meet¬ 
ings aimed at restarting the 
multiparty talks. 

The president also said in 
his speech to a special session 


■ While Pretoria calls out the army, the 
Goldstone commission has asked foreign 
countries to stop helping black extremists 




of parliament that a ten-point 
plan would be implemented to 
combat crime and political 
violence. More troops would 
be called up and security 
measures increased. 

Reacting to calls to resume 
executions, he said that parlia¬ 
ment should debate whether 
to lift a moratorium on hang¬ 
ings that was declared three 
years ago. Black groups have 
long accused the government 
of reacting strongly to white 
deaths while ignoring chronic 
political violence that has 
killed thousands of blacks in 
recent years. 

The president said that 18 
members of the Azanian Peo¬ 
ple's Liberation Army (Apia), 
the armed wing of the Pan 
Africanist Congress of Azania. 
which is suspected in the 
recent attacks on whites, had 


been arrested in the previous 
24 hours and more arrests 
were expected. 

As he was speaking. Mr 
Justice Goldstone. who heads 
a commission of enquiry into 
violence, called on the interna¬ 
tional community to withhold 
all assistance from Apia. 

In issuing a report of his 
commission's investigation 
into the liberation army’s ac¬ 
tivities. the judge also called 
for international pressure to be 
put on the Pan Africanist 
Congress to stop condoning 
violence and also to find out 

from the government of Tan¬ 
zania its response to allega¬ 
tions by the South African 
police and defence forces that 
an Apia base is maintained 
there. 





SN. 













By Michael HaAilyn 


W*' 

feu* 




E»--’i1K£a 





; v ■ 


Nuclear bomb, page I 


Mobile patrol: children on a school bos south of Johannesburg 
security forces in the wake of attacks on whites. A woman, her son 




WINNIE Mandeb ; the e* 
tranged wife ofkfrfelson 
Mandela, die prestotnrofriie 
African National ijedagress; 
yesterday began a -Mftfitdi 
effort to stay outvtf term. 
The sxipraae court Mmoemr 
fonlein taegan a fin&tfby 
hearing of her appeal igat - 
the conviction an d jet -year 
sentence arising fain ..the 
kidnap and assault a & 14r 
jear-oU bey, whose bmywas 
later found m an open field. 

George Biros, her wunsd, 
argued thafMandefamadnot 
aligned herself withja .cam¬ 
paign to oust a famosexnal 
Methodist minister. He said 
that the trial judge lad been 







From Catherine Sampson in i 


PEKING took the first step 
yestenjgytowanfeestabGshing 
a committee dial many people 
in Hong Kong fear could 
become, a shadow-, govern¬ 
ment crippling the British 
administration in the . yeazs 
before 1997. • ' h V * 
The Cattionprovinaal dele¬ 
gation proposed a motion in 
parliament in ^Peking that a 
preliminary working commit¬ 
tee should be set up now to 
prepare for foe Chinese take-. 
over of the colony. ' 

Speculation about such a 
move deepened last . week. 
when La Ping, head of Chi¬ 
na's Hong Kon| and-Macau 
Affairs Office, said that China 
would prepare for 1997 with¬ 
out Britain. His comments 
came in reply to the decision 
by Chris Patten, the governor, 
to push on with democratic 
reforms in the atony. .. 

According to foe Basic Law, 
China’s mini-constitution for 
Hong Kong after 1997, a 
preparatory committee should 
not be setup until 1996. The 
official news agency Xinhua, 
however, quoted one of the 
sponsors of-foe motion as 
[ saying that most pariiaroenta- 
iy deputies from Hong Kong 
“consider the one-yearprepa-- 
ratoiy period tod short". The 
agency added that it was. 
necessary to start preparations 
earlier than orijjmalfy plan-, 
ned "in view of foe grave 
situation, with the British ride' 
jwssityy clinging obstinatetyto 
its course ana adopting a non- , T -; 
cooperative attitude". 

China has accused Mr Pat- ■ 
ten of violating the Basic Law ■ 
and therefore feels that it must 
be seen to stick to the letter of • 
the law. So rather than alter 
the Basic Law to alfow. for 
setting up foe. preparatoiy • 
committee eariy, foe motion. ■ 
suggests setting upa^retiniir' 
nary working committee for 
foe preparatory committee". y._ 
Motions preented to Chi¬ 
na’s pariiament rarely come 
spontaneously from foe dele¬ 
gations and this oners likely to 
have come froth foe top. Given - 
foe fariou&yanti-Patten tone. 
of foe pariiamehtazy session so 
far, the motion is expected to r 
pass vtifo no.resistancc 
Yesterday’s Xinhua -report 
gave no details of exactlywhat' 
fiiis ^preliminary working : 
committee for the preparatoiy ;i 
committee" might do, or in- - j 


deed, who.zmgit.sit on it 
There are feats in .Hong 
. Kong, however! that Peking 
ooukT by to tumpe committee 
into ah atenajkperwer base 
in foe last far years of 
. colonial rule, jddng has al¬ 
ready said foam win disband 
foe Legislative Council in 
1997 because! according to. 
, Mr Patten Vjppposals, it will 
have a inajonr of democrati- 
caHy elected numbers. 

CanceivaNy the committee 
could draw bp aheznative 
Section proposals so that 
when China oisfiafis its own 
legislate council it looks just 
as Peking wants ft to.- The 
obmmatee niy also tzy to tefl 
investors thaj if they want to 
dobusmessfeyond 1997 foty 
must gerjhfi committB^s 

s say that in 
China would 



1997 without Britain 


- find it inpossible to uxtder- 
mine theBrilish administra¬ 
tion cbnpletdy tn this way. It 

■ might U, however, that Pe¬ 
king bdeves it can carry it off. 
'.Or it nay be just the latest 

- threat ii the worsening war of 
words. 

Hoag Kong’s delegates to 
. the paiiament in Peking were 
.. told ysterd ay by Jiang Zemin,- 
foe Communist party chief, 
foathe Chinese army will not 
re ac h in to claim Hong Kong 
in J997. His. remarks led to a 
surge in the territory's stock 

- ? Ihinawouldstidttbits* , oiie 
carntzy, two systems" policy. 
bt added,. allowing Hong 
long to keep its capitalist way 
•f life for 50 years after the 
'handover, “if foe system is 
.workable, why should we abol¬ 
ish it?" he asfaed- 


You expect, quit* rightly, that money 
you've entrusted to it pension scheme 
is invested in successful, not un¬ 
successful, companies. 


and style of the management. Never 
mind the strategies and plans, the 
positive cash flow, the future long 
term profitability. 


Generally though, the distinction 
between these taro types nf company 
is based. V» nothing more than the 
company's balance sheet tipping the 
scales either one wav or the other. 


Nceer mind the calibre . commitment 


Never mind, in,other words, the 
company's potential- ■ 

Which is why Norwich Union take a 
different approach. TTr take all of the 
above and more into account, basing 
our evaluation of a company, wherever 


possible, on a ten year economic cycle. 
It’s a philosophy which has made us 
One of the top five investors in the UK, 
investing nearly £4 million every 
working day. 


coupon below or contactyour local 
financial adviser. 


SECONDS 


You'll be provided with everything you 
need to assess our potential. ■ 


h‘s also helped us to pick up a prestig¬ 
ious industry award for pension fund, 
management’ and attracted nearly one 
million pension customers. 
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War hero turned peacemaker is elected Israeli president 



Weizman: son’s injury 
altered his outlook 


^*om Richard Beeston 

B* JERUSALEM 

o?J¥ izmn - a lamer 
*af fighter pflot - turn e d ' 
Pjaaanaker and one of Jsra- 
£* s most charismatic and 
outspoken figures, was elected 
*e Knesset yesterday tobe 
me country* serarth.psea- 
dmt He takes over from 
President Herzog onMay 1 3. 

In a vote that had to be 
repeated because four extra 
ballots were cast in Are first 
round. 66 MPs endorsed Mr 
Weianan. giving him a cxmii- 
fortable win over Dov Sla- 
lansky. the right-wing 
candidate, who received 53. 
votes. One member of the 
120-sear chamber ah<^tr\fd 


The result was regarded as a 
victory for'the coalition gov¬ 
ernment of Yitzhak Rabin, 
the prime minister, and par- 
ticalarty for the left of his 
labour party. 

The presdentdect who 
bdped to forge Israel’s peace 
treaty with Egypt, has been an 
erahuaastic supporter of 
peacemaking with the Arabs 
and advocaia opening nego¬ 
tiations with the outlawed 
Palestine Liberation Organis¬ 
ation and reluming the Go¬ 
lan Heights to Syria. ‘ 

Although most of his duties 
diking his fiveyear term as 
head of state wffl be ceremoni¬ 
al. colleagues predig that Mr 
Weizman. known for his out¬ 
rageous comments, one-tinos 


fl Ezer Weizman wiQ wield great influence 
in the mainly ceremonial post. His election 
signifies a victory for the Labour left 


and practical jokes, is likeiy to 
become the most influential 
president since Chaim Weiz- 
mann. his unde, who was the 
Jewish state’s first head of 
state. 

Bom in 1924, Mr Wen- 
man ran off to Egypt at the 
age of 18 to join die RAF. An 
avowed anglophile, he train¬ 
ed as a fighter pilot, served in 
India, and to this day has kept 
his. black Spitfire in Israel, It 
is sdn flown at air shows. His 
wartime service in the RAF 


shaped the course of his next 
two decades and. many would 
say. left an indelible mark cp. 
his character, which is dcrir.g 
and at times arrogant. 

In 1948, he fiav Messer- 
schmirts in the fledgling Is¬ 
raeli air force against 
Egyptian tanks, before be¬ 
coming head of Che air force 
in 1958, a post he held until 
1966. He was then appointed 
deputy ro Mr Rabin, who a: 
that time was chief of staff. 
The highlight of his military 


career was the 1967 Six-Day 
war. when he devised the 
specacular pre-emptive strike 
that wiped out the Egyptian 
air force and uftzraaidy se¬ 
cured Israel’s iighming vic¬ 
tory over the Arab armies. 

He -eft the military to enter 
politics and came u> promi¬ 
nence in 1977 when he 
majcemtinded the right-wing 
victor that removed ihe Lab¬ 
our party from power for the 
first rimt: in Israel's history. 
His irreverent manner, how¬ 
ever. earned him many ene¬ 
mies in politics. 

While running Likud's elec¬ 
tion campaign, he refused to 
allow Yirzhak Shamir to go on 
television, insisting that he 
was ,, *oo ugly" and might 


"frighten children”. He also 
intensified his rivalry-with Mr 
Rabin when he disclosed that, 
on the eve of the 196? war, 
the chief of staff had had a 
memal breakdown and Mr 
Weizman had had to take 
command for 24 hours. 

Although known for his 
hawkish views, Mr Weizman 
softened his position during 
the peace talks with Egypt, 
when he developed a strong 
personal friendship with Pres¬ 
ident Sadat His conversion is 
also attributed to the pain he 
felt over his son. Saul, who 
never recovered from a severe 
head injury sustained during 
the war of attrition with Egypt 
in 1970. His conversion to 
the cause of peace led him to 


resign from the right-wing 
government in 1980 because 
of frustration over the slow 
pace of diplomacy. He eventu¬ 
ally returned to politics, this 
tints serving as a science 
minister for Labour in a 
national unity government 
with Likud But he fell out 
with Mr Shamir, the prime 
minister, after il was disposed 
that Mr Weizman had had 
secret conuns with Nabii 
Ramlawi the PLO's represen¬ 
tative in Geneva. 

Alii tough he refused to 
confirm or deny the allega¬ 
tions. he once remarked: 
"Nothing contributes more* to 
defence than peace." A year 
ago. he resigned his seat in 
the Knesset. 


American agents fly 



suspect out 



From Christopher Walker in Cairo and Ben Maontyr£ 


nv NEW YORK 


MAHMUD Abu-Haiima, a 
leading suspect in last month's 
bombing of the World Trade 
Centre in New York, .was 
whisked out of Egypt yester¬ 
day by United States federal 
agents and. taken back to 
America for triaL 

Federal officials say Mr 
Abu-Hatona, 34, an Egyp- 
tian-bom Brooklyn tari driver, 
was arrested in Cairo, He is 
understood to have fought 
with the Mujahidin .in 
Afghanisatn. According to 
some reports, he may have 
been in Egyptian custody tor 
at feast ten days. Although toe * 
American authorities have so 
tor refused to release details of 
his arrest, his brother Mu-; 
hammad told a news agency 
that he was arrested by Egyp¬ 
tian police on Match 14 at the 
family's home in Alexandria. 

Mr Abu-Halima was ex¬ 
pected to face a federal court 
hearing on a sealed indict¬ 
ment as soon as he arrived in 
New York last night Accord¬ 
ing to federal investigators. he. 
fled to Egypt with his Ger- 
iDan4jornwtfesind_fyureinld~ - 
ren immediately after the 
February 26 blast,possibly by 
way of South Africa or Ger- 
many. It is bdieved that his 
family has also been taken into 
custody. 


Two other men. Muham¬ 
mad Salameh and Nidal 
Ayyad. have already been 
charged in connection with 
the Bombing. A third man. 
Ibraham Elgabrowny, has-, 
been charged with resisting 
arrest Two weeks ago Mr 
Abu-Halima was named as 
die suspected ringleader of toe 
groiqt His home in- Newt 
Jeiseywas searched by the FBI 
lastweek. 

ABCteleviskm reported yes¬ 
terday that toe FBI was seek¬ 
ing at least two other suspects 
in America. James Esposito, 
toe special agent .who. heads 
theNewark,New Jeisty, office 
of toe FBI, - confirmed that - 
“the aide continues to nar¬ 
row!'. around a-nucleus of. 
'suspected bombers. ... 

atidrt to spirir^^Mfr 1 AtoT 
Hamflma cut of Egypt was, 
confirined by toe Egyptian ■ 
^a u t h orities only after the plane.. 

carryin g him had taken off. 

Hisariestha^iiKreased specu¬ 
lati on that there was an Isiam- 
iacpnspiracy with. Iranian 
connections behind-the World -" 
Trade Centre blast Alon^ 
wffh the other menhidd, he is 
suspectedof links with Shaikh 
Omar „ AbdetRahman, the 
blind preacher who promotes 
ajifiad (holy war) against the 


West from his temporary cole 
in America. 

American reports have sug¬ 
gested that Mr Abu-Hafima 
may once have been toe 
shaikh’s personal driver, al¬ 
though his brother has denied 
this. Former fighters with toe 
Mujahidin have, also. been 
involved in toe currentwave of 
Islamic violence in Egypt 

Yesterday, to the embarrass¬ 
ment of the Cairo govern¬ 
ment, militant followers of 
ShaBdiAbdeFRahman staged 
anti-government demonstra¬ 
tions at pra yers to marie the 
end of Ramadan, toe Tdam ™* 
month of fasting. Tens of 
thousands of cranes of a letter 
sent, by him from America 
were circulated calling for toe 
immediate overthrow of Presi¬ 
dent Mubarak’s 

administration. 

■ Despite this provocation 
raid earlier gov ernment boasts 
that the extremists were under 
control. security forces stood 
by as ■ Islamic militants 
inarched in Assiut, Manfahit 
and two other towns in upper 
Egypt Preachers mourned 
rmfitants shot in the govern¬ 
ment: crackdown against the 
fundamentalists, which has 
already cost 43 lives this 
month, and heaped contempt 
on Mr Mubarak. 



Jail ruling 
on Mendes 
killer stays 

Jk BrasSSa: Brazil's supreme 
court reinstated a 19-year 
prison sentence against Dariy 
Alves for the murder of Chico 
Mendes, the environmental¬ 
ist. Alves and his son Darcy. 
23. broke out of jail last 
month. 

Mendes, leader of Indian 
robber-tappers, was killed in 
1988. Daily Alves was con¬ 
victed in 1990 of ordering the 
killing. Darcy confessed to 
committing toe crime. A court 
confirmed the son’s conviction 
but overturned toe father’s for 
lade of evidence. That ruling 
. was set aside yesterday. (AFP) 

‘Semi-war’ ends 

Tokyo: In a move that may 
help to ease tension on the Ko¬ 
rean peninsula, North Korea 
ended the state of -senriw** 
it declared last week during 
Sou* Korea's mfliteryex^ 
rises with America. Butttstffl 
rejects nuclear controls. (AP) 

Brief trace 

New York: Calling a brirf 
truce in the bitter 
dy battle between Woody Al¬ 
len. toe film-maker, and Mia 
Farrow, his former lover, me 
Manhattan, 

^ judge in the case postponea 
father testimony until today. 

Coalition plan 

Nairobi: Etienne Tshfcekedj- 
the prime «“nisterof ZauegJ- 
pointed by the 
hot recognised by 
-- ’utu, is trying ® 


ir 


1 to toe president 

/olcano erupts 

eeaspc The Mayonvdano 
rute PhiUppinfis istend 
uzon erupted 26 tun®- bl^ 
5 T red-tot ash up to four 
Jes into toe air and forcing 
iDagets to flee. 

Jjoow kills 40 

uried vehicles on toe mam 
ntftTig highway. (AP/ 



are told to resign 

From Wolfgang Munchau in washxngton 


JANET Reno, in one of her 
first decisions as US attorney- 
general. aroused controversy 
by asking for toe resignation 
of all federal attorney* includ¬ 
ing one who is only 30 days 
away from completing a fraud 
investigation into one . of toe 
mart senior members of toe 
Democratic party. 

The federal attorney for 
Washington, Jay Stephens, 
who was appointed by the 
Bush administration, insinu- 
ated tiMitoesuipiianglyswifi 
derision by Ms Reno could 
disrupt an investigation into 
Dan Rostenkowsla, the pow- 
exftfl Democrat diairman of 
the House ways and means 
oommittee. and President 
Clinton's staunchest and roost 
important ally in Congress. 

The investigation originally 
focused on wbethei Mr Ros- 
tenkowski was linked to a 
financial scandal invrtivingtoe 
Congressional Post Office, 
andlt later wdened to encom¬ 
pass virtually all aspects of his 
financial dealings. • 

However. Mr Stephens 
stepped short of accusiBg Ms 
Reno that his replacement at 
this crucial stage amounted to 


a direct attempt to interfere 
with the investigation in order 
to protect Mr Rostenkowski. 
Ms Reno insisted there was 
“no linkage whatsoever" and 
nobody had been singled out. 

-. While the appointment of 
new attorneys is common 
practice after a change in 
administration. Ms Reno's 
move is unusually quick. The 
majority of the 93 attorneys 
had'been expecting to serve 
well into tile year, and legal 
experts had thought that the 
priority for toe new attorney- 
general would have been to 
appoint her own management 
team at toe justice department 
or to replace the federal 
judges. 

The department’s assertion 
that the derision was taken 
with the White House has 
added spice to a Rostenkowski 
conspiracy theory. The possi¬ 
bility of an indictment causes 
great concern among Demo¬ 
crat leaders and in the White 
House, not least because 
under the party's own rules 
Mr Rostenkowski would then 
hare to step down from the 
chairmanship of toe ways and 
means committee. 





Paris raffing: Pamela Haniman, the mil¬ 
lionaire grand dame of Democratic fund¬ 
raising, who is to be President Clinton’s 
nominee as ambassador to France. Mis 
Haniman. 73. a widow, was boro in Britain, 
the daughter of the eleventh Lord Digby. 


but is a naturalised American citizen. “Her 
many years of dedicated service to the 
United States and her unceasing devotion 
to the cause of world peace are only two of 
the many qualifications that she wiD bring 
with her to Paris.” Mr Clinton said. (AP) 


Gays attack segregation in forces 


FROM Ian Brodie in Washington 


PRESIDENT Clinton wffl 
consider restricting his plan to 
allow homosexuals in the 
American armed forces by 
allowing the Pentagon to con¬ 
tinue banning them from 
certain jobs. 

Asked if he would support 
segregation for homosexuals 
in the military, he said: “1 
wouldn’t role that out de¬ 
pending on what the grounds 
and arguments were.” 

Mr Clinton appears to have 
acquired a greater under¬ 
standing of the objections to 
sharing cramped living condi¬ 
tions with homosexuals dur¬ 
ing a visit to an aircraft carrier 
two weeks ago. He was shown 
quarters measuring 8ft by 12ft 


where 12 sailors sleep in 
triple-tier bunks. 

The idea of separate jobs for 
homosexuals provoked furious 
criticism yesterday from both 
sides of the argument. Gay 
rights groups accused the pres¬ 
ident of trying to create a new 
level of discrimination that 
would bar homosexuals from 
the dose proximity of condi¬ 
tions at sea or in foxholes, and 
condemn them to an unequal 
career path that would never 
lead to promotion to the 
highest ranks. 

The ban’s supporters gave a 
warning of morale problems 
among heterosexuals if homo¬ 
sexuals were allowed to join up 
with a guarantee of easy, non- 


rombar 
gon. officers studying ways to 
recruit homosexuals were 
caught unawares. Thor had 
never considered segregation. 

M r Clinton’s promise to end 
the Pentagon’s prohibition on 
homosexuals continues to be 
one of the toughest problems 
on his agenda. Antagonism 
has been expressed ai all levels 
within the armed forces. 
Before Mr Clinton landed on 
the aircraft earner he was 
openly mocked by sailors, and 
the skipper took the unusual 
precaution of reminding his 
crew that, whether they voted 
for Mr Clinton or not, they 
must show him their support 
when he came on board. 


Policeman insists Rodney King was ‘high’ on drug 


From Ben Mactntvrb 
nv NEW YORK 

ani> Mariw Fletcher 

IN WASHINGTON 


was stopped for 
altera chase. "The onjydrugl 
know that raises toe body 
temperature to cause sweat¬ 
ing is PCF," toe policeman 


me. ^ -^7" 

«des poBee officer charged 
Sflh violating Rodney King's 
dyfl rights has testified that 
heMwis “100 per cent con¬ 
vinced" that toe blackraotaty 
^Wasffi^ontteteBucuio- 
«nic drug TCP when be was 
Sgpped and beaten by four 

fence in toe second tnaloi toe 
four white police officers. 
Sergeant Stacey Kpon said on 
Trt-qdav that when Mr King 
^!^pped he showed evoy 

^Sd»u*l5'«he' lhe 


Tests revealed no traces of 
the drug in Mr King’s blood¬ 
stream after his arrest, but 
the officers maintain that his 
behaviour was sufficiently ^ bi¬ 
zarre and threatening to war¬ 
rant treating him as a drug 
suspect Sgt Koon said that 
Mr King's glassy stare was a 
fanrifiar one. u l had seen it 
many tones before in drug 


Sgt Koon said that when he 
arrived at toe scene Mr King 
was standing up and waving 
wikfiy at a police helicopter 
overhead. When be refused to 
Be on toe ground, Sgt Koon 
said he ordered four officers 
to hold hftn. down and hand-. 
cuff him. but the musctdarMr 
King shrugged them off 


‘He had thrown approxi¬ 
mately 8001b of officer off 
him,” Sgt Koon said. The 
senior officer at the incident 
emphatically denied that he 
had used racial slurs in toe 
course of toe areest 

Sgt Koon said that, after 
Mr King threw off toe offi¬ 
cers, two dechric darts were 
fired to subdue him. but toe 
only apparent effect was to 
cause him to bellow—a noise 
which Sgt Koon imitated, 
visibly startling the jurors. M I 
could see his body convulse. 
Mr King gave out a loud 
grimace or yefl." When Mr 
King still appeared agpes- 
sive, Sgt Koon said he ordered 
the beating. 

The retrial is now past 
halfway and Los Angeles is 
sleeting itself for a possible 
repeat of the deadly riots that 
erupted after toe officers' 
acquittal last April 

The authorities are going to 



King: behaviour was 
bizarre, court is told 

extraordinary lengths to con¬ 
tain any trouble. Willie WS- 
lianK. the city’s new black 
police chief, has promised to 
have 7.000 of his 7,700 men 
on the streets when toe trial 
ends and has asked toe judge 
to delay toe verdict until his 
force is in position. 


The Clinton administration 
is planning to give the city up 
to $1.7 million (£1.15 million) 
to pay for additional law 
enforcement The city council 
has approved $1 million for 
new riot gear. Fra* months the 
police have been undergoing 
special civil disorder training 
that has included mob dis¬ 
persal, victim rescues and toe 
use of robber bullets, pepper 
gas and other non-lethal 
forms of crowd control. 

Gun safes m California 
jumped to a record 65.923 in 
December as citizens pre¬ 
pared to defend themselves. 
Sales of ammunition have 
soared. Shopkeepers, particu¬ 
larly Koreans who-were prime 
targets, have invested in 
AK47s and bulletproof vests, 
and aimed vigilantes are re¬ 
portedly patrolling Korea- 
town at night Pawnshops 
have been turned into mim- 
foitresses. 


Sweet and sour 
is transatlantic 
flavour of month 

From Martin Fletcher in Washington 
and Nicholas Wood 


P resident Clinton may- 
have forgiven John Major 
for the Tories’ election aid io 
G eorge Bush last year, but he 
certainly has not forgotten. 
Twice in the past week, and 
without any prompting, he 
has alluded publicly to that 
unfortunate episode. 

It was the subject of one of 
his jokes at Washington’s 
annual Radio and Television 
Correspondents’ Association 
dinner last Thursday. During 
toe presidential campaign, 
the Home Office had 
searched its files for informa¬ 
tion on rumours that Mr 
Clinton had applied for Brit¬ 
ish citizenship to avoid Viet¬ 
nam. “When 1 met John 
Major the other night, he 
dapped me on the shoulder 
and said: ‘You know, you 
don’t look anything like your 
passport photographs’” Mr 
Clinton said. 

There was no such levity in 
Mr Clinton’s second allusion 
during Tuesday’s press con¬ 
ference. The president was 
grasping for an analogy to 
explain his support for Boris 
Yeltsin as Russia’s demo¬ 
cratically elected leader, and 
his thoughts ran ahead of his 
tongue. 

“Let's put it in a different 
context" he said. “We just 
had die prime minister of 
Great Britain here. And the 
US and Great Britain have 
historic ties and shared val¬ 
ues. You expect me to work 
with the prime minister of 
Great Britain even if he is of a 
party that was openly sup¬ 
portive of my opponent in Ibe 
last election." 

It was a throwaway and 
apparently unpremeditated 
comment tittle remarked on 
m yesterday’s American press, 
but highly revealing nonethe¬ 
less. It suggested that despite 
all the official denials and 
protestations of friendship on 
both sides of the Atlantic. Mr 
Clinton was indeed angered 
by the Conservatives* conduct 


I t suggested the preside) 
does not accept the British 


Idem 

does not accept 
government's explanation 
that the Home Office was 
seeking merely to debunk toe 
rumours and that Tory offici¬ 
als who advised the Bush 
camp were acting strictly as 
individuals without official 
sanction. 

Meanwhile, in London yes¬ 
terday. Tory officials shrugged 
off Mr Clinton's comments. 
Renewing their efforts to dis¬ 
tance Mr Major from the 
assistance given to the Repub¬ 
lican campaign by two senior 
Centra] Office aides — Sir 
John Lacy and Mark Full- 
brook— the officials said that 
tile two men went in their own 
time and were not sent by die 
parly. 

“It is the boanest of hoary 
old chestnuts,*' one official 
said, pointing to the good 


working relationship estab¬ 
lished between the two lead¬ 
ers on Mr Major’s visit to 
Washington last month. 
Downing Street added that 
Mr Major had been unaware 
of toe Central Office involve¬ 
ment at toe time. 

Toiy officials raid that Mr 
Clinton had been “struggling 
for analogy” to press home his 
point that his job was to work 
with world leaders irrespec¬ 
tive of their political complex¬ 
ion. “Nothing detracts from 
the success of the prime 
minister’s trip when they es¬ 
tablished a very good working 
relationship," one aide said. 

Mr Major and Mr Clinton 
spoke at length about Russia 
on toe telephone yesterday. 
“What matters is their very 
dose working relationship," a 
British embassy official in 
Washington raid. “People 
who do not get on with one 
another do not talk at great 
length on the phone about 
what is going on in the 
world." 

The Tories* support for Mr 
Bush, the official added, “is 
haling and has had absolutely 
no effect on the working 
relationship”. 

B oth those comments and 
Mr Clinton’s vividly illus¬ 
trate. however, how the so- 
called “special relationship” 
has changed since Mr Clinton 
replaced Mr Bush in the 
White House. It has always 
been driven primarily by prag¬ 
matism and mutual self-inter¬ 
est But when the Republi¬ 
cans were in power, it was 
also infused by a genuine 
amity. 

Another view came this 
week in a speech to the Royal 
Institute of Internationa} Af¬ 
fairs by Raymond Seitz, the 
US ambassador to London. 
He said that Britain should 
live up to what remained of its 
“special relationship” with 
the United States. 

Mr Seitz said the three 
traditional immu tables of 
“geography, language and at¬ 
titude" were no longer 
enough to sustain the .Anglo- 
American relationship of the 
past half-century. Both coun¬ 
tries should work harder to 
define common strategic in¬ 
terests, but the direction of 
Britain itself was key to the 
rapport between toe two 
nations. 

“There is, for example, toe 
currently fashionable proposi¬ 
tion of Britain as a victim,” 
the ambassador said. “Afflict¬ 
ed with an inoperable disease, 
the image goes. Britain checks 
into a political retirement 
home to see out its twilight 
years with gentility and grace 
and one last glass of port This 
is a matter of status, and 
perhaps status, both domestic 
and international, has always 
played too strong a role in 
Britain." 
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When gun law 
conies to school 

As Britain recoils in horror from a classroom rape, 


Margot Norman examines the lesson from America 


T he Bret rape victim I 
ever met was an Ameri¬ 
can high school teach¬ 
er. a vivacious, 5ft-nothing 
Jewish dynamo called Ruth 
who taught history in Harlem. 
Like the teacher who was 
allegedly raped by a 13-year- 
old pupil at a run-down south 
London comprehensive last 
Friday, Ruth had kept her 
assailant behind after school 
as a punishment. He was a 
keen basketball player, 14 at 
the time of the attack and over 
6 ft tall. This rape occurred 15 
years ago. and 1 remember 
being chilled by her account of 
it for three reasons. 

First, it was not unprece¬ 
dented, as this English case is 
said to be: on the contrary, 
rape and battety were by then 
already regarded as profes¬ 
sional hazards by inner-city 
teachers. Second, the bpy was 
not immediately expelled: the 
school had to go on teaching 
him until Ruth's allegations 
had been investigated by due 
process of law. which took 
forever. 

Third, the court case was 
unspeakably humiliating and, 
although the boy was convicr- 
ed, she was left half wondering 
whether she had, indeed, pro¬ 
voked him, as the prosecution 
alleged, by her habit of wig¬ 
gling when she walked. 

The school was ticked off for 
allowing a woman teacher to 
be alone and unprotected with 
a pupil after school hours. 

Fifteen years on, American 
city high schools have estab¬ 
lished such a reputation for 
violence that younger versions 
of Ruth would not even con¬ 
sider teaching in one. Would 
you rush to apply for a job at 
Jefferson High, in Brooklyn, a 
grim prison with barred win¬ 
dows and steel doors where 
half the pupils miss the first 
dass of the day because they 
are queuing through banks of 
metal detectors at the entrance 
and where, despite this pre¬ 
caution. 70 pupils were killed, 
shot, stabbed or crippled be¬ 
tween 1988 and 1992? 

So much for metal detectors, 
with which a quarter of large 
urban high schools in America . 
are now equipped. I am not 
suggesting that the south 
London comprehensive in 
question is shaping up to 
become another Jefferson 
High, but 1 cannot see any 
compelling reasons why. given 
time and the psychological 
ratchet effect of a gradually 
rising “acceptable level" of 
disorder, this should not be the 
case. 

1 remember a rumpus at the 
same school back in 1985, 
when a 14-year-old gave his 
housemaster a black eye and 
the governors thwarted the 
headmaster’s decision to expel 
the bey. Members of staff who 
belonged to the National Asso¬ 
ciation of Schoolmasters f- 


Union of Women Teachers 
walked out and refused to 
come back until the governors 
changed their minds. 

The NAS/UWT claims 
there are now 1 6.000 cases a 
year of teachers being attacked 
by pupils or members or their 
families. Heads, governors 
and local officials who say they 
are exaggerating should be 
disregarded. The closer you 
are to the action, the more of it 
you see. Goodness knows what 
the figures must be for assaults 
on pupils. An American con¬ 
gressional study discovered 22 
times more violent incidents 
when they questioned pupils 
than when they questioned 


The failure to 
expel is the 
chief reason 
why schools 
are now places 
where teachers 
submit to the 
pupils rather 
than the other 
way around 


their head teachers, who knew 
nothing of most of these 
incidents and had a strong 
interest in underplaying the 
rest 

There, as here, heads and 
officials balk at expelling trou¬ 
blemakers because of concern 
fertile school’s reputation, fear 
of inflaming the local com¬ 
munity. fear of being sued for 
infringing the troublemaker’s 
legal rights and the sheer 
difficulty of finding some¬ 
where to send these thugs for 
the education the state is 
legally bound to provide. 

In a horrifying dossier on 
violence in American schools 
produced by the Congressio¬ 
nal Quarterly Researcher last 
September, the director of 
Rutgers University Institute 
for Criminological Research. 
Jackson Toby, says the failure 
to expel is the chief reason why 
schools are now places where 
teachers submit to the pupils 
because they fear them rather 
than the other way around. 

In America, as here, the only 
schools that can insist on high 
standards of behaviour are 
those that, like the church 
schools, can kick out anyone 
who does not meet those 
standards. 

American statistics are ap¬ 
palling: the New York City 
school security force, compris¬ 


ing 2.600 officers armed and 
unarmed, is the sixth largest 
police force in the United 
States, and one high-school 
student in five now admits to 
carrying a weapon. Knives 
and razors are preferred, fol¬ 
lowed fry clubs and hen guns. 
Among black pupQs the pro¬ 
portion of carrying a weapon 
is 39 per cent, according to 
one large study. Student 
assaults on teachers in Detroit 
rose 900 per cent between 
1985 and 1990. and 4 per 
cent of Illinois high school 
children said they had been 
shot — at schooL 

At the infamous Jefferson 
High.' half the pupQs can 
expect a "puncture wound" 
while at school, and there is a 
special "grieving room" for the 
friends of those whose punc¬ 
tures prove terminal 

British schoolchildren also 
carry knives, dubs and. occa¬ 
sionally guns, and they also 
mug old ladies, sell drugs and 
join vicious teenage gangs, if 
metal detectors and security 
officers are not the answer, can 
America tell us what is? 

Expulsions, certainly, and 
the tough gun laws which, 
mercifully, we already have. 
But there is another solution 
preferred fay an increasing 
number of .experts — nursery 
schools which teach young 
children how to defuse argu¬ 
ments without resorting to 
violence. 

Thjs makes sense to gloomy 
Hobbesians like me, as it does 
to any police officer who has 
heard a schoolboy say “I just 
pulled the trigger/reached for 
my knife" by way of explain¬ 
ing how a squabble over a ball 
lea to bloodshed. The child 
had' never learnt other strate¬ 
gies for getting his bail back. 

Hie famous Perry pre- 
school programme in Michi¬ 
gan shadowed 123 poor blade 
children over 20 years: half 
were sent to nursery school 
and their mothers received 
regular visits from nurses who 
advised them how to bring up 
their children. At 20 those 
children were so much more 
employable, and less criminal 
than the others that it was 
reckoned the preschool pro¬ 
gramme returned between 
three and six dollars for every 
dollar invested. 

Beleaguered staff at the 
school where the alleged rape 
took place, and dozens like it 
might appreciate having pu¬ 
pils whom somebody has at 
least tried to socialise while 
thqy were still young enough 
to listen. They might also 
appreciate being able to expel 
those who don't keep their 
rules. Only then is h worth 
setting those standards which, 
by insisting on the smaller 
decencies that make school life 
not only tolerable but pleasant 
ensure that gross outrages 
remain unthinkable. 


r/A 



Walk on to our 
stand at the Ideal Home 
Exhibition and walk off 
with a 25% discount. 


If" you're wondering what 
to do .ilxiut your bilk next 
war once VATU levied bn 
ssis. oil and electricity, we 
have the .newer. Everest 
double glazing. 

Everest double tearing 
with Pilliiiigton K Glass is so 
efficient it will slash your 
fuel bills by 3'*:,. more than 
ordinary double glazingand 7i more than 
single glazing. 

Using die latest technology developed 
In Pilkiugron. nil Everest double glazing 
lus a special layer which reflects heat back 
into your home. 

It also converts the sun's rays into heat 
- even on dud davs. 

And vet u costs much die same as 



ordinary double glazing. 

In fact, if you place 
your order before 16th 
April 1993. you can save 
up to 25?;.* 

So, come along to our 
stand and take a look at the 
range of attractive designs we 
have. We’re more than 
pleased to answer anv 
question you may have and if you’re 
interested we can arrange for you to try to 
receive a free quotation - without any 
obligation, or course. We look forward to 
welcoming you at our stand number 28. 

Ifyou can't nuke it to the exhibition, 
don't worry, we'll still gjvc you up to 25%* 
off when you phone or send ofTthe coupon 
below. 


Everest, FREEPOST, Cuffley, Hertfordshire EN6 4YA. 

* 1 l| * |'n.v luiil i*n jvitw’ *mlif vjfur Nm t„ lv uuj ui iuiijuiilikhi with jiiv i<!ki <ilfcr 


Call Free 0800 010123 


Plensc quote reference 
uuhiIkt LON 4 


! 1 am interested mi Replacement windows Q 
J IfatulWD Entrance Hoots I~1 Porches Q 
• CniBcrvatortiAp] Secondary windows Q 
I Evens Kooliiitc (I’VC-U Cladding, Fascia. 

I lijri 3 .hf.irds, Snifits and Guttering) O 
| Y«.s I am interested in Everest's finance plans □ 


Address. 


.Postcode 



Home Tel No- 

™ Everest FREEPOST 

FIT THE BEST Cuffley, Herts EN6 4YA. 



_ THE TIMES THURSDAY MARCH 25 1993 

Sheridan Motley looks at the last flickers of an expatriate empire that once ruled Hollywood 3® 

The British are going 

T hese things are never over 
until the thin lady takes to the 
stage and sings her director’s 
praises, and at the age of 65 


T here things are never aver 
until the thin lady takes to the 
stage and sings her director's 
praises, and at the age of G5 
old unde Oscar could still be about to 
spring a few surprises on his favourite 
nephews and nieces. 

True, the auguries are now all in 
place for Emma Thompson to bring 
home tiie best-actress Academy Award 
on Monday night Bafta. Golden 
Globe, this week's cover of Time 
magazine and odds-on favourite with 
William Hill at two to one. But her 
closest rival. Susan Sarandon (at 5 to 2) 
can offer a triple sentimental whammy 
of her own; she's American, in a fatal 
illness picture (Lorenzo'S Oil], and 
should have won in a previous year for 
77tefma and Louise. 

Asked for a forecast, Thompson 
would only predid her own lusty 
medical state: “1 will probably have a 
frothing fit. and have to be flown home 
in aerate." 

But consider that “flown home" for a 
moment: home for Oscar-winning 
British actresses used, once upon a 
time, to be Hollywood itself. Not any 
longer. Hollywood is now the place 
where you stop over to collect a statue, 
not to make a life. Thompson is already 
way beyond the Howards End that may 
make her a winner; she has three more 
films in the can {Remains of the Day, 
Much Ado About Nothing, and Im¬ 
promptu) none of them Hollywood 
pictures by any stretch of the movie 
imagination, and then there are, of 
course. Renaissance stage plans with 
her co-founding husband Kenneth 
Branagh. 

It was not ever thus: although Vivien 
Leigh, the Gist British best-actress 
winner back in 1939 for Gone With 
The Wind, did set t he precedent by 
returning swiftly to wartime London 
and the Old Vic, such later British or 
British Empire-bom winners as Joan 
Fontaine, her sister Olivia de 
Havilland. Greer Garson. Elizabeth 
Taylor, and Julie Andrews were expect¬ 
ed to take up residence in the 
Hollywood hills alongside their statues. 

It was only in the late 1960s, with the 
coming of such winners as Julie 
Christie. Maggie Smith, and Glenda. 
Jackson (the fast best-actress victor 
from here and all of 20 years ago, 
unless you count Jessica Tandy for 
Driving Miss Daisy in 1989, a vary 
long-time American resident but, in 
butt, bom in England) that it was 
possible to retain overseas residence, 
and by then of course the last empire 
had already collapsed.' 

It was in dial Jackson-winning year, 
of 1983, tiie one after Colin Wetland- 
had made lus infampus “British are- 
coming” speed) in" 'tfie tracks of 
Chariots Of Fire, that the Hollywood 
Raj folded the last of its tents and 
packed for home. For. exactly half a 
century. British actors and actresses 
had colonised the Hollywood hills as 
surely and successfully as their parents 
had colonised India and Africa and 
Australia. 

They arrived in the early 1930s, an 
array of expert settlers drawn by the 
coming of talking pictures at a time 
when many local sflent-film stars were 
having trouble mastering basic Eng¬ 
lish- Led by C Aubrey Smith, Ronald 
Colraan, David Niven, and my grand¬ 
mother Gladys Cooper, they formed 
cricket dubs and polo teams before 
arranging afternoon teas on sun- 
dappled lawns to which their American 
studio-chief employers would only very 
occasionally be invited. “Hollywood is 
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Going, going Emma Ifcompkm is expected to bring home an Academy Award—and then head for home 


a chain gang," said Clive Brook In 
1933, “and we lose the will to escape: 
tiie links of our drains are forged not of 
cruelties but of luxuries—we are pelted 
with orchids and roses, we are overpaid 
and underworked." Or as Sir Cedric 
Haidwicke put it a year later “God felt 
sorry for actors, so he gave us a place in 
the sun and a swimming pool; all we 
really had to sacrifice was our talent” 

But by 1983 it was all oven at the 
end of February that year, for the first 
time in history, a reigning British 
monarch landed in Hollywood. Sadly, 
however, by the time Queen Elizabeth 
arrived for her royal tour, most of her 
lqyal Hollywood subjects had died, 
retired, gone home or into television 
soap-operas, or simpfy given up the 
acting business altogether to sell sec¬ 
ond-hand Rolls-Royces. 

True, there were a few actors left for 
the state banquets, but somehow they 
were no longer recognisabfy the HoQy^ 


wood British: Julie ■ Andrews was 
appearing in a transvestite musical 
called Victor/Victoria, while Michael 
Caine would at best have been em¬ 
ployed fay Sir Aubrey Smith as an 
under-gardener. 


H er Majesty arrived to find 
Dudley Moore and Sir 
John Gielgud keeping the 
flag flying in Arthur, but 
symbolically it was Moore who was 
now tiie master and Gielgud the valet 
Her royal visit also came sandwiched 
between two of the most, successful 
Oscar ceremonies the British had ever 
known: in 1982 they took home four 
major statues for Chariots Of Fire and 
in 1983 twice that many went to 
Gandhi in the name of world peace. 
Yet neither film bad been made within 
five thousand miles of California, and 
neither had employed any of the 
surviving Hollywood British. 


All was not totally lost, however Her 
. Majesty arrived in tonentialrain to the 
.news that Greer Garspn was planning 
an (unrealised) remake of Mrs 
Mutivie r. and she at least was still in 
residence there, unlike James Mason 
and several others who had to be flown 
in specially from Switzerland. 

But the last of the celluloid Raj did 
manage to occupy at least one top table: 
Joan Collins, was there from Dynasty, 
Jean Marsh, from Upstairs Down¬ 
stairs, Samantha Eggar, Dudley 
Moore, Michael York and Michael 
Caine. Some of tiie other guests may 
'have looked as if they had risen 
especially from the grave for the 
occasion, but that, on February 28, 
1983, was about the extent of the 
Hollywood British. 

Emma Thompson may well win a 
statue on Monday night she will not 
alas win us back an empire, not even 
the one in Leicester Square. 


How the Civil Service blocks change 


N o one who has not 
served in government 
can property appreci¬ 
ate the way in which a minis¬ 
ter's thought movement and 
initiative are subject to the 
oppressive surveillance of 
Whitehall- 

Each day begins with the 
scrutiny of a selective digest of 
the national press where every 
critical mention of departmen¬ 
tal persons or policy is high¬ 
lighted. Mini-conferences are 
promptly held to discuss how 
these various charges and 
criticisms can be countered. 
Invariably this throws addi¬ 
tional load on an already 
horrendously congested diary. 

Then there are the visits to 
outlying, or perhaps even for¬ 
eign. parts. These are set up 
party to keep die wretched 
politician bury to the point of 
exhaustion. On top of this 
come all the demands and 
duties relating to the House of 
Commons. 

It is tints small wonder that 
ministers become so fatigued 
and bewildered that they are 
quite ready to first swallow, 
then regurgitate the policy 
Line to Take, itself written by 
officials. And hardly ever ques¬ 
tion its assumptions, still less 
its conclusions—or its literacy. 

And if a minister should 
make so bold as to do this, or 
suggest even foe slightest vari¬ 
ation in posture or style, he wiD 
be told that it was all settled in 
0(D) or in L. or whatever 
cabinet committee was rele¬ 
vant one, two, five, eight yeais 
earlier. 

Whether it's shutting a 
mine, or helping a pensioner 
keep warm, once the fuss rises 
above a certain pitch you have 
a feeling that the government 
will comply. 1 am not especial¬ 
ly critical of this technique. 
Cotamfy over the short term it 
offers as good a prospect as 
any of gening re-elected. But 
over the longer haul it distorts 


Alan Clark 

(right) on ways 
the Whitehall 
machine can 
make life a 
misery for 
the ministers 

fiscal patterns, and diminishes 
respect (whatever that may be 
worth). 

More serious is when these 
considerations are consolidat¬ 
ed into legislation. A good 
example presently offers itself 
in the shape of the Criminal 
Justice Act a measure drafted 
purely for the convenience 
and. with its centralising pro¬ 
visions. the aggrandisement, 
of the Home Office. 

The one thing which Home 
Office officials dread above all 
else is a prison riot. It has 
become accepted that the best 
way of avoiding these crises — 
with all the attendant tedium 
of an emergency statement in 
the House, the threat of a 
judicial enquiry, and so forth 
— is to reduce the size of the 
prison population. 

Officials have deftly come 
up with an act that makes it 
almost impossible for the 
bench, in over half the cases 
that come before it, to award a 
custodial sentence. Predict¬ 
ably. first the junior ranks of 
the judiciary, now the Lord 
Chief Justice, have protested 
bitterly at the unpossfole situa¬ 
tion in which they find 
themselves. 

Of course the classic exam¬ 
ple of the dominion which civil 

servants exercise over minis¬ 
ters is to be found in the EC. 1 
never had an EC meeting 
folder that weighed less than 



three kOos. and all to be read 
in the time it fakes to fly to 
Brussels. So it is hardly sur¬ 
prising that the exhausted and 
befuddl e d ministers find it less 
trouble to follow the bidding of 
the bureaucrats. 

It is quite extraordinary how 
the pursuit of British interests, 
in the Palmerstonian sense, is 
a concept that the Foreign 
Office simply-do not under¬ 
stand: or to which, if they do 
turn their minds, they regard 

as disreputabJe. 


piobabfy the most damaging. 

But how much thought is 
being given to the fundamen¬ 
tals? How far, and underwhat 
headings, do we federate? 
When, and on what subjects, 
do w? want to rig the Commis¬ 
sion? What is the probable 
alignment of member states 
on issues in the future that will 
affect our own strategy? 

And there are wider issues to 
which, IH warrant no thought 
has been given at alL For 
example: the present geo¬ 
graphic shape of the Com¬ 
munity is fflogicaL It was 
dictated by the military reali¬ 
ties of the fast 40 years and in 
particular the line of the iron 
curtain. ^ Some countries, 
Greece being the mast obvious 
example, as well as being 
presently the most parasitic 


and tendentious, were hustled 
in to prevent them “going 
communist". 

What is so disastrous about 
a . two-tier, or two-speed 
Europe? Would not a more 
natural core be the nucleus of 
the old Hanseatic League. 
Britain, the Low Countries, ^ 
Germany, Scandinavia an d . 
the Baltic? 

At a time when even a lunch 
date can be depicted as sedi¬ 
tion I recognise that the 
mildest aitidsm runs the risk 
of being described as the 
launching of a “savage -at¬ 
tack". But I must say that the 
present administration exhib¬ 
its many of the signs of a 
group that does riot often fake 
a very long view. 

•This is extracted from the au¬ 
thors Chatham House lecture. 


D uring my period as a 

minister—particular¬ 
ly as minister for 
trade—1 travelled very widely. 
I stayed at 23 of crur embassies 
abroad. And at every one of 
them 1 asked the same ques¬ 
tion of the incumbent “How 
do you see your duties here!? 
What is your role?” Not one 
said “to nurture and advance 
the interests of the UK and its 
citizens” 

Guile, menace and cajolery 
— these should be the tools of 
foe diplomat Wistful nostal¬ 
gia for being the.most popular 
boy at a public school simply 
means that however polite 
may be the guests who come to 

your receptions, you lose. 

At present I can detect no 
strategic vision whatever. 
There are a few tactical pre¬ 
cepts — of whichdie desire not 
to be ‘'isolated” on arcyissue is 


MILES 

IN FRONT 


If it s outstanding fbe) economy vou’re 
after, then with 57.6 mpg* from a unique lean-bun 
1.6 litre engine, this has to be the car in front, 

THE NEW CARINA E. 

FR9M £19,399* 


THE CAR IN FRONT IS A ® TOYOTA 

1 1'i'ijjM iiPT I 


£ 






























THE TIMES THURSDAY MARCH 25 1993 


BODY AND MIND 17 


H 


* 





:i -h 




A strain on 
the system 


Toxic shod: syndrome in one 


* ^uuiuuic in one 

form or another has been 
described for generations. It 
achieved feme only after seven 
cases of it were described in 
1958; the syndrome was for¬ 
mally defined and named in 
1980. The exact number of- 
cases is unknown but the 
death rate is likely to be under 

50ayear. 

Toxic shod; syndrome is a 
severe reaction to toxins pro¬ 
duced try infection with the 
type of the bacterium Staphy¬ 
lococcus aureus which pro¬ 
duces toxin 1. The syndrome 
c onsist s of faintness, shock.' 
diarrhoea, a high fever arid a 
red rash which later peels, riot 
unlike the scarlet fever rash. In 
severe cases multi-organ fail¬ 
ure. in particular respiratory, 
kidney and liver failure, may 
ensue. 

In the early 1980s, the 
majority of cases were associat¬ 
ed with menstruation and 
with the wearing of a particu¬ 
lar type of tampon. But since 
this tampon was withdrawn 
and all tampon boxes have 
carried warnings that tam¬ 
pons should be changed every 
four to six hours, the number 
of dees attributable to 
menstruation has dropped. 
Even now, however, half the 
cases of toxic shock syndrome 



are still associated with men¬ 
struation. the others with ab¬ 
scesses, vaginal infections, 
nasal packing or surgical inci¬ 
sions. 

The BMJ has recently re¬ 
ported the case of a young 
Devon giri who braame infect¬ 
ed with Staphylococcus aureus 
after having a mole removed 
by her GP. Within six hours 
she had collapsed with aB the 
signs of the toxic shock syn¬ 
drome and later died. The 
message broadcast by. the 
BMJ is that , doctors should 
remember that diarrhoea is 
not necessarily always due to 
gastrointestinal infections. 


Of rat-borne diseases, toxic shock and breast cancer 


Bring on the Pied Piper 


ROBERT Browniag. the poet admitted 
to a fear of rats and his couplet 

*** — i«Im «Iia atvmujI rst rat imlrPC 


my ’heart go pit-a-patr does not do 
much credit either to his poetry or his 

courage. Prewar farm workers careful¬ 
ly bid out for inspection all die rats 
they, and (heir dogs, killed after corn 
was thrashed and cheerfully ignored 
the rat-borne diseases to which agricul¬ 
tural workers are prey. 

Those, however, who live without 
Under twme tfcd around their trouser 
legs, but with all the comforts of 
modem fife, have sympat hy wit h 

Browning and think of rats as exempli¬ 
fying the powers of darkness, decay and 
HfcK>cp The advent of hanta fever, 
another rat-borne disease, in Somerset, 
is only the latest example of a long fist 
of diseases spread by them. 

Black rats we learnt at school were 
responsible for the plague. Now in 
adult life The Ankers constantly re¬ 
minds its listeners of the dangers of 
Wefl’s disease (leptospirosis, the se vere 
kidney anid fi v er infection spread by 
contact with rat’s urine to farm workers 
and sewage workers, and those whose 
leisure activities expose them to slow- 
nmning water. A bite from a rat has a 

good chance of infecting the victim with 

rat-bite fever, which can also be 
transmitted fay drinking rat-contami- 
rmted food or drink. Although rat-bite 


fever, also known as Haverhill fever, is 
named after the American rather than 
the Suffolk town, it is an equally 
troublesome disease in Britain, as 130 
children infected at an English board¬ 
ing school in 19S3 can vouchsafe. 

The number of rat-borne diseases 
throughout the world is legion. They 
range from Rocky Mountain Spotted 
fever to the deadly fossa viruses in 
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Africa. The hama viruses take their 
name from the Hantaan river in South 
Korea. In China ami Korea the virus is 

particolariy virulent and is a compara¬ 
tively frequent cause of acute kidney 
failure. In Korea there is a 20 per cent 
mortality in those write catch the virus. 
The hanta viruses in one form or 

another are also found in Japan. Russia 

and the Balkans. In Scandinavia, the 
kra i hanta virus gives rise to a 
comparatively mOd form of the disease. 

nephropathia epi drmica . 


The Somerset hanta strain also 
seems to be a mild variant of the virus 

but has become surprisingly well estab¬ 
lished quickly. The magazine General 
Practitioner reports that although the 
fiist case of the disease in Britain was 
only recognised in 19S5, SO out oT 330 
blood donors wbo were tested for its 
antibodies in Somerset were found to 
be positive, showing that they bad at 
some time in the past been infected. 

Whim questioned, those who had bad 

the disease could remember only a 
transient flu-like Alne ss. The medical 
autho rities in Taunton have investigat¬ 
ed 30 severe British rases. Fever, 
aching limbs and swollen joints, partic¬ 
ularly the hands, feet, wrists a nd a nkles 
were' the most common symptoms, but 
5 per cent also had conjunctivitis, 
inflam ed eyes. In some sufferers, there 
was laboratory evidence of the kidneys 
having been affected. 

The hama viruses are spread not only 
by rats but by voles and mice too. As 
with WeiTs disease, contact with rats’ 
urine or excreta is responsible. The 
hanta virus may weD prove to be a 
potential nuisance to farmers and 
sewage workers, a suitable disease m 
fact for the Grundy family at Grange 
Farm. Ambridge. Dr John Pether, the 
director of the Taunton public health 
laboratory, says that it will not be an 
easy dityaq* for doctors to d i agnos e 



High-risk 

families 


WOMEN who have a family 
history of breast cancer are 
often advised to have regular 
breast screening. They and 
their doctor frequently resort 
to mammography at an earli¬ 
er age than they would consid¬ 
er desirable in other patients. 

However, a report in the 
British Journal of Cancer by 
doctors from Manchester 
Christie Hospital has shown 
that a third of women serious¬ 
ly underestimated the risk 
posed by having a dose rela¬ 
tive with the disease. General 
Practitioner magazine recent¬ 
ly quoted the true figures. The 


risk for women without a 
family history is one in 12. if a 
patient's mother developed 
cancer over the age of 50 the 
risk is one in six, if it was 
diagramed in her mother 
under 50, one in four, if both 
grandmother and mother 
were affected the odds fall to 
one in two. 

A desire to minimise the risk 
is a natural response to fear, 
but the encouraging news is 
that the earlier a diagnosis is 
made the better the outlook. 
Doctors should perhaps stress 
to their patients that although 
having a risk, for instance, of 
one in six means that very 
careful supervision is needed, 
there are five chances out of six 
that the disease will never 
affect them. 







Fatigue causes as much death and injury as drinking. 
Why, asks Ian Robertson, is so little done to counter it? 
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T here is a danger on 
our roads which ri¬ 
vals that of drunken¬ 
ness: it frills thou¬ 
sands of people worldwide 
each year, yet we are as 
unaware of rt aswe once were 
of drink drivers. It is.fetigue. 

Martin Moore-Ede argues 
in his book. The. 24-Hour 
Society (Kafkus, £18) that 
modem technology has out: 
stripped the biological capaci¬ 
ties of human befogslp sustain. 

alertness enough to control the 

machines it lias givernis;'.'- 
The nexttime. you dip ; 
your feora for*fefc m-mgrtt.' 
movie of ytet :trimsaflantic , 

flight, ronsidler the. following 
report given by a commerual : 
pilot at the 1990 Aerospacp. 
Medical Association Confer¬ 
ence: an airliner crosses..the ; 
Pacific towards Seattle. Itfafls , 
to follow the directions of mgftt . 
controllers to descend towards 
the runway. The plane passes 
over Seattle International Air¬ 
port and makes its way. into 
Canadianairspace. unrespon¬ 
sive to the entreaties of the^by- 
now frantic air-traffic 
ineL Interceptor jets 
the Royal Canadian 


Airforce ate. scxaiiibled, but 
"fail to make radio contact 
Finally, they buzz the aniiner. 
flashing blinding lights mto 


thet 


ton the pfon^fly ft bade to 
- Seattle. 

Unlike airimeri.'cars and 
tones db not hare, autopilots 
“to support, a human.brain - 
whose alertness waxes and 
wanes like fbe tide over a 24- 
bour period. J Lethal trucks, 
fravdEng at TQmrph, bearing’: 
hundreds of . tons o f ireig hV 
-Scream down our motorways 
each day, and'some of foam 

Vtof. driven''by pep^^hose 
minds are 'so- drugged by 
drowsiness they might .as wen 
be drunk. - 

- I, hare-nodded off briefly at 
foe wheel of a car, and so have 
.-a’ihinl of all motorists, a 
minority of. whom 
.are now, dead.. Two • repaiate 
surveys forthe' US .hare esti¬ 
mated toat about 50 per cent 
of . motorway fataHfies are 
caused. -by - drivers 1 falling 
asieq), htwerer . briefly. Yet 
■where are die mass media 
campaigns aStoui. fatigue, and 
driving to- match those for 
drink and. driving? 


Dr Moore-Ede of Harvard 
University argues that the 
arcadian rhythms which de- 

S ss our mental and physical . 

ctiohs for seven or right 
hours every day hare an • 
impact on every area.of fife 
-where powerful machines are 
placed under the control of 
fallible humans. For example, 
35 people died at Cfepham 
•Junction on .Dec emb er 12, 
1988 when die 6.14 Poole to 
Waterloo train ran into die 
7.-18 from Basingstoke to Wa- 
. terioa The Basingstoketrain 

had stopped at a flickering 
and tonbrguous s ign al. Thai 
signal had been wired up 
incorrectly by a British Rail 
technician who had. t a ken one 
day off work in 13 weeks. 

' Why are humans so poor at 
staying alert throughout die 
day? Sleeping for as long as 
seven or right hours at a 
streich is uncommon in tire 
animal : kingdom- One theory 
is that human beings evolved 

this tendency to keep out of die 

way of nocturnal predators. 
Whatever the reason, however, 

our brains have evolved a tiny 
' duster erf cells called the 
supradiiasmic nucleus whose 



nual costs of fatigue-related 
accidents worldwide to be $80 
billion and the costs in lost 
productivity $267 billion. 

Yet Britain has little choice 
but to move increasingly to¬ 
wards 24-hour working in 
order to remain competitive in 
die world market. In doing so. 
industry will have to follow the 
lead of "such bodies as the Civil 
Aviation Authority, ensuring 
that shift rotas lake some 
account of biological time. 
Recent research suggests that 
night-shift workers should stay 
on that shift permanently, 
leaving the rotation to their 
daytime colleagues, who can 
alternate between the early 
and late shifts without suffer¬ 
ing the same penalties. 


__haup America have a 60 per c 


job 

bib 


m it is to induce mini- 
jibernatkm for eight hours or 
so each day. 

This dock runs on a 25- 
hour cyde, but is reset; each 
day by the morning light Part 
of the awfulness of flymg from 
America to Britain overnight 
is that you arrive home when 
your Orcadian cyde is at its 
nadir — 9am UK time, but 
4am body time. This is when 
your body temperature plum¬ 
mets and your thought pro¬ 
cesses we 81 tbeir fo” 6 ® 
because most hormonal and 


other messenger systems in 
the brain are throttled back. 

The critical mistakes in the 
Three Mile Island nudear 
neardisaster were made at 
4am. Inspectors making a 
surprise visit to Peco's Peach 
Bottom nudear power plant in 
western Pennsylvania discov¬ 
ered the operators asleep in 
their comfortable chairs in the 
quia and darkened control 
room. They dosed the plant 
for two years and fined the 
company $1.25 million. 

' The 24-Hour Society argues 


that modem engineers have 
foiled dismally to take account 

of the limitations of human 
alertness in their designs of 
systems and machines. Work¬ 
ers in charge of critical process¬ 
es are often rotated week by 
week through shifts in a way 
oginiiaTwri to maximise the 
threat to their efficiency and 
safely. 

And pitching humans 
against their own biological 
clocks can also wreak havoc 
emotionally and physically in 
the long term. Shift workers in 


America have a 60 per rent 
higher divorce rate than their 
nine-to-five colleagues: in Swe¬ 
den. their risk of coronary 
artery disease is two to three 
times greater than that of 
regular workers. 

The costs of fatigue-related 
accidents and inefficiency to 
industry are also staggering: 
the Exxon Valdez disaster off 
Alaska in March 1989 has 
cost the operators 53 billion so 
for, with a further $50 billion 
in damages still pending. Dr 
Moore-Ede estimates the an- 


P roblems of fatigue in 
industry can also be 
tackled by other rela¬ 
tively simple mea¬ 
sures. such as using ultra¬ 
strong lighting to influence the 
brain’s sleep/wake dock; 
Bophal-type chemical plants 
and nudear power stations 
usually have dim. quiet control 
rooms where operators have to 
struggle against their body 
time to stay awake. 

And if. God forbid, you do 
become the victim of a fatigue- 
induced accident, pray that 
you do not require emergency 
attention in hospital at 4am in 
the houseman changeover 
time of Juty or January. If you 
do. it is perfectly passible that 
you will be examined by a 
junior doctor who has not slept 
for 36 hours and who hardly 
knows the ward or the special¬ 
ly. Human dedication and 
intelligence have an unequal 
struggle with human biology. 
• The author is a senior scientist 
at the MFC Applied Psychology 
Unit in Cambridge. 
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P rofessor Peter Dura- 
berg. a virologist to pe 
Unwasity of Califor¬ 
nia's Berkeley campus, ^ die 
chief protagonist of the per¬ 
verse but seductive theory thto 
the HIV virus does not cause 
Aids at ad It as a theow that 
compels the allegiance of Those 

infected whh the vmistanwt 

yet affected by Aids »tsetf : Jg 
the United States especially 


this view has bam enthusiasm 
caDy embraced by: the mferest 
groups representing Aids pa¬ 
tients. many of whom re¬ 
nounce the conventional view 
as a cruel deception by me 
medical establishment 
The truth & the opposite. 
The real deception is the 
ritownative S that HIV 
has nothing to .do wim Ajusl 
But why should that matter. 
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when there is so lxtde that can 
at present be done to prevent 
the development of overt Aids 
in people infected with HIV? 

There are several reasons for . 
alarm. First, the alternative 
theory is a deception, one 
practised on one of the most 
emotionally vulnerable sec¬ 
tions of the community. Sec¬ 
ond, if it were taken seriously 
by the biomedical research 
community, it woul d di vert 
attention from the search for 
ways of d ealmg more effect¬ 
ively with HTV infection. 

Third, the clamour from 
Duesberg and his followers for 
recognition of their alternative 

theory is likely to perarade 
many governments in devel¬ 
oping countries conveniently 
to pay less attention to the 
problem of Aids, which al¬ 
ready fin countries such as 
Uganda and Zambia) threat 
ens to be overwhelming: a 
television programme on 
Channel 4 last night set out to 
show just that 
Yet, it is now dearer than 
ever that Duesberg*s position 
is perverse. Today, Nature is 
publishing two research re¬ 
ports that explain why toe 
may be a long period after 
in fectio n with HIV whe n a 
person may be. entiidy 
fibm symptoms of Aids, and 
why that period varies from 
one person to another. Al¬ 
though the infection may be 
latent for years, it is now dear 
dial HIV multiplies apace m 
the lymph nodes and other 
organs of the immune systan 
(die spleen, tonals and ade¬ 
noid glands). 

That this shodd be the case 
is not surprising. HIV differs 
radically from more fami li a r 
■viruses, those causing meastes 
and influenza, for example, 
which have predictable incu¬ 
bation periods: its genetic ma¬ 


terial consists not erf DNA (of 
which human chromosomes 
are made), but of RNA, a 
closely related chemical. But 
HIV comes equipped with an 
enzyme that will turn the RNA 

into DNA which can then be 

incorporated into the chromo¬ 
somes of an infected cefl. And 
then the latent virus will be 
replicated every time the cefl 
divides. , . 

The two groups of scientists 


‘Immediate 
prospects for 
the treatment 
of the virus 
are not 
particularly 
cheerful’ 


responsible for this week’s 
developments (from the Univ¬ 
ersity erf Minnesota and fee 
National Cancer Institute in 
the United States) have been 
surprised to see how common 
are the signs of virus multipli- 
cariori in fee lymph nodes of 
people infected wife HTV. b ut 
not yet showing symptoms of 
Aids. The cells chfefly affected 
me known as “helper'’ Tcefls. 
which play aauaalpart infee 
body’s natural immune re¬ 
sponse to infection and in 
getting rid of other wayward 
Sdls. those fated m become 
cancer cells induded. 

The discovery of these pools 
of replicating HIV relies on a 
t e c hniq ue for spotting single 
m olprcdra of RNA and DNA, 
which was not available when 


HIV was discovered less than 
ten years ago. 

These developments con¬ 
vincingly give the lie to 
Duesberg’s only cogent criti¬ 
cism of the conventional view 
— that it is diffi cult to recover 
virus from the helper T-ceDs 
circulating in the blood. Now 
it see ms probable that these 
vital components of the im¬ 
mune system are damaged 
and perhaps killed off in the 
relative obscurity of the lymph 
nodes and the other organs of 
the immune system. 

For fee time being, fee 
implications of these discover¬ 
ies for fee improved treatment 
of those wife HIV infection or 
overt Aids are not cheerful. Ii is 
more difficult than ever to see 
haw a vaccine against HIV 
could be effective in avoiding 
Aids. But there is a chance that 
a better understanding of 
what goes on in fee lymph 
nodes of infected people win 
suggest how latency might be 
prolonged, which may he the 
best substitute for a cure now 
insight. . .. 

How Duesberg and his 
followers wffl respond to these 
developments is far from dear. 
Duesberg is an ingenious (and 
personally likeable) man. but 
he runs fee risk of further 
ostracism within the scientific 
community if he persists in 
giving aid and comfort to a 
cause that is now plainly 
wishful thinking. 

Heterodox opinions m sa- 
ence are allowable, and some¬ 
times even productive. But it is 
annthfr question whether 
those who use them to offer 
false hope to those wife HIV 
infection in fee face of all fee 
evidence can be held to be 
acting efeicafly- 

John Maddox 

• The author Is editor of Nature. 
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■ Regional pronunciation is 
essential — so that each area 
can look down on the others 


stuaiy English, as spoken by the 
FWall 


E Princess of Wales, Ken Livingstone 
and Norman Tebbit. has been 
around for longer than they suppose. It is 
merely the classless version of the Sarf-East 
accent known as "popular London", which 
has been startling die horses since Chaucer 
led his package tour to Canterbury. Symp¬ 
toms of it are glottaliing the t (“There's a lo* 
of i' abou'") trouble with /. which sounds like 
w. so that milk comes out as meeyouk and 
parcel as parsaw. and avoidance of the posh 
drawled a, so that gamge rhymes with 
marriage. Mutual intelligibility between 
Essex Estuary English, spiritual home of the 
glottal stop, and other tribes will survive. 

In Belfast a lake is a hole in a kettle and 
Omanexore means, “My neck is hurting". If 
somebody says, “That yin thinks she’s the 
kipper’s knickers since Big Joe got aff wi 
her," it is a Mr bet that she comes from 
Glesga. As Herbert Beerbohm Tree said to 
his leading lady. “Oh my God! Remember 
you’re in Egypt. The skay is seen only in 
Kensington." English pronunciation is as 
difficult as its spelling, and there is a 
tendency, as it becomes the world language, 
for both of them to be simplified. 

A world in which everybody pronounced 
English in the same way would be a night¬ 
mare dystopia Luckily, this will never 
happen. In spite of its wild regional and class 
variant pronunciations and stresses. English 
is a lazy language to speak. It does not deploy 
as wide a variety of the vocal organs as other 
languages. For example, the dick of disap¬ 
proval that we write as rut tutor tsk tsk. and 
make by rasping die longue against the top 
teeth, is not used as part of a word, as the 
consonants t and p are. But this sound is 
widely used in the dick languages of 
southern Africa such as Xhosa. 

The nose is an organ that the British are 
better at looking down than pronouncing 
with. Speakers of Brummie from Birming¬ 
ham are despised by speakers from other 
parts of the otxtnby tor whining nasally (for 
the point of regional pronunciations is to 
enable one tribe of pronouncers to feel 
superior to another). But not even the most 
defiant Brummies, who sound to those from 
other parts of England as if they have a 
permanent cold in the nose, and who 
dedaim EDGE-biston rather than the posh 
Edge-BAHston. make as much use of their 
noses to speak with as speakers of other 
languages, such as Portuguese and French. 

The sound that we make with nose and 
palate, as in die insulting sneer nyoh. is not 
much used in English. We have difficulty 
writing it. as in canyon, or we use the tilde 
diacritic as in canon- The linguistidans call 
this a palatalised nasal sound, and it is used 
widely in other languages, but seldom and 
with difficulty in English. How would 
Spanish get on without manana? AH the 
Romance languages make use of it, as you 
can see from the pedigree of our little word 
sir. The ng sound was there in Latin, the 
grandfather of the Romance languages, and 
die joint grandfather of English. The word 
was senior, which survives as triplet with sir 
and sire in English. 

A H the other children of Latin make a 
nasal pronunciation: Italian signor. 
French monseigneur. Spanish sehor, 
Portuguese senhor, and so on. Only in cur 
offshore islands did we avoid the nosy 
continental pronunciation, and turn senior 
into sire and sir. 

The best advioe is that the Romans pro¬ 
nounced magnus nasally as mangnus. 
Italians keep the sound in magnifico, and 
the French in magnifique. Brits say magnifi¬ 
cent with a hardened g and a disconsonant 
We have few words that make the nasal 
sound: nude and new, neuter, enuresis, 
inure. Under American influence these are 
losing their noses, for nood and noo. How 
long before some galloping gourmet hard¬ 
ens the g in agneau and champignons '? 

But in at least one novel sound the Estuary 
English and other southern Brits are deploy¬ 
ing the formerly unEnglish nya noise, and 
that is in the recent practice of kissing 
everyone we meet (at any rate of the opposite 
sex) rhythmically on both cheeks. The 
division between Uttle-enders and big-enders 
when opening boiled eggs is neither so wide 
nor so socially revealing as those who kiss 
smacking their lips and spirting, and those 
who say nya, nya as they peck, peck. 


2*[a 
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Great red EC herrings 


T he economy is in crisis, society 
is in crisis, democracy is foun¬ 
dering. The very idea of a 
united Europe is in peril "This 
is not a quotation from a Euro-sceptic 
going some way over die top; it is a 
quotation from the President of the 
European Commission, Jacques Delors. 
speaking recently to the European 
Parliament. Apart from Italy, I cannot 
see any real evidence that “Western 
European democracy is foundering", 
although as a French socialist M Delors 
might well think so. The crises in the 
European economy and in European 
society are however sober troth. 

Although they sometimes draw the 
wrong conclusions. British Euro-federal¬ 
ists are right when they criticise our 
national attitudes as provincial and 
insular. Britain is suffering from pro¬ 
longed depression and a sense of 
national malaise, but the view from 
Brussels and Bonn — major power cen¬ 
tres of the new European politics — is 
more alarming than that from London. 
If we want to understand the European 
crisis that President Delors talks about, 
we need to see it through German eyes, 
since die success or failure of the EC 
depends far more on die Germans than 
on the British or die French. 

On Tuesday. Hoechst AG announced 
its annual results. Hoechst is a very im¬ 
portant and characteristic German com¬ 
pany. It is Europe’s largest chemical 
group, larger than ICI. It represents the 
tradition of die German chemical indus¬ 
try, one of the most powerful in the 
world for 150 years. Its current prob¬ 
lems exemplify the German economy’s 
severe difficulties. In announcing its 
disappointing results for 1992, the 
chairman of Hoechst Wolfgang Hilger, 
observed dial “the financial year 1993, 
above ail in Germany, has begun 
miserably. We can only hope that the 
depression will soon have bottomed 
out" The dump in demand in 1993 has 
brought Hoechsfs capacity utilisation to 
below 70 percent Sales in the German 
market have fallen by a further 15 per 
cent on 1992; the chairman described 
that as “alarming”. The dividend has 
been cut by 25 per cent Hoechst has 
made only a “light operating profit" in 
the first quarter of 1993, and perhaps is 
in loss on its German operations. 

Herr Hilger is quota! by the Wall 
Street Journal as saying that “the perfor- 
mance at our facilities m die VS is better 
than in Europe and especially compared 
to Germany. We cant solve the prob¬ 
lems of die German business only by 
cutting costs. We need real structural 


The European bureaucracy is tackling 
yesterday’s theoretical problems instead 
of pressing issues of practical economics 


Rees-Mogg 


changes.” Environmental protection 
costs, reflecting the strength of the Ger¬ 
man Green movement cost DM 1.6 
billion. In 1993, environmental.costs 
may be higher than die operating profit 
What has been happening to Hoechst 
— recession, high German labour costs, 
extreme regulation, die need for restruc¬ 
turing — has been happening to most of 
German industry, particularly in motor 
vehicles, machinery and chemicals,, 
which together account for nearly half of 
Germany’s exports. Herr Hilger had to 
deny that Hoechst has any plans for a 
major migration of facilities out of Ger¬ 
many. This is not merely a-cyclical 

downturn; German in- _ 

dustty. the economic 
engine of the EC. has a 
long-term structural 
problem. Germany's 
costs are probably die 
highest in the world, 
and diis offsets its tra¬ 
ditional manufactur- _ 

mg efficiency. 

Germany is the eastern frontier of the 
EC just as the British Isles are the 
western frontier. We took out to the 
United Stales; Germany always has to 
think in eastern terms. What is happen¬ 
ing in Russia has far more impact on 
Germany than it has on Britain. Col¬ 
lapse of the Yeltsin regime would 
threaten Germany through trade (Ger¬ 
man exports to Russia in 1992 were 
more than those of the next two expor¬ 
ters put together), through oil and gas 
supply, through potential debt default 
and mass emigration. In all of these 
ways. Germany has for more to lose than 
any other Western European country. 

Germany has long been the dominant 
commercial and political power in 
Eastern Europe. The war in Bosnia and 
the dangers of a wider Balkan war are a 
much greater threai to German interests 
than to British. The 250.000 former 
Yugoslav refugees in Germany show 
how direct the impact has been. The 
Germans can no more distance them¬ 
selves from the civil war in Bosnia than 
we could from dvfl war in Ireland. 

Even the French election results must 
be unwelcome to the Bonn government 
For most of the last decade. European 


politics has been dominated by the tri¬ 
umvirate of Chancellor Kohl President 
Mitterrand and President Delors. The 
French election result is a French repud¬ 
iation of the triumvirate, not just erf Pres¬ 
ident Mitterrand, unpopular as he is. 
The next French government is certain 
to be. more nationalist, and cannot 
afibrd.to be the acquiescent partner in 
Chancellor Kohl's strategies thtt Presi¬ 
dent Mitterrand has been. The triumvi¬ 
rate tray totter on. but its power is'over. 

In Germany itself, reunification has 
been for more expensive ^fean : was 
expected, and has left much deeper 
social divisions. The cultural difference 

• _ between east and west 

Germany has pro¬ 
duced a bitterness that 
threatens the new¬ 
found unify. The east 
Germans see them- 
sdves as second-dass 
citizens; the west Ger- 
— mans see the east Ger¬ 
mans as a burden they 
resent having to carry. 

The internal morale of Gennany is 
probably worse than that of Britain, tow 
though ours is. Most Germans seem to 
regard their political leaders with con¬ 
tempt. Last week a German business¬ 
man told me that too much talent went 
into business leadership after the war. 
and that the politicians now at the top 
are mostly second-rate. Chancellor Kohl 
himself is seen as shrewd, defensive and 
cunning, but not wise. He is also criti¬ 
cised for promoting dull colleagues who 
are no threat to him. 

The Kohl period is in any case coming 
to an end, though no one dearly sees 
what win come next. The depression is 
rapidly eroding his remaining support, 
and a broad coalition of the major par¬ 
ties may be necessary before the next 
election. Certainly the German govern¬ 
ment does not have die strength at home 
to be able to offer effective leadership to 
Europe. This analysis of Gennany is 
central to an understanding of Europe, 
because Germany — particularfy Ger¬ 
man industry — is the ECs economic, 
geographical and political foundation. 

This European malaise mates Maas¬ 
tricht a sideshow. There is not going to 


be a single European currency in 1996, 
1997 or 1999. Maastricht is a federal 
treaty fora federatianthat does not exist; 
based on assumptions about German 
power that have already been contra¬ 
dicted by events. It is the farewell scheme 
of the collapsing triumvirate. The main 
significance of the treaty is that it 
prevents serious discussion of the Euro¬ 
pean response to tire real issues. If the 
EC cannot respond to them, it is partly 
because “the good Europeans" have 
jne down a blind alley, and are now 
[ with a blank wafl. • 

E urope is confronted by eco¬ 
nomic. international social 
and political crises. The eco¬ 
nomic problems indude ihe 
depression, unemployment lack of tech¬ 
nological advances,^ over-regulation. 

■ high, costs, high taxation, obstacles to . 
restructuring, lade of competitiveness... 
the challenge of Aria and the mismatch 
between Eastern and Western, Euro¬ 
pean wages and standards of living. The 
international problems include the fur¬ 
ther disi nteg ration of the former com¬ 
munist countries, particulariy Russia 
and Yugoslavia. The social problems 
include immigration, corruption, the 
inner cities, poverty arid crime. The 
depth of the political crisis is shown by 
the disappearance of aify effective or 
confident leadership. These issues con¬ 
stitute the European agenda. 

How ought Europe to approach so 
formidable an agenda? No doubt the 
starting point must be democratic What 
do the European people want? One of 
the great weaknesses of the present 
European system is that it has foiled to 
develop democratic forms, and has lost 
touch with the real will of the people. If 
most countries are becoming more 
nationalist, it is because Brussels seems 
remote from their real interests. 

The economic problem of depression 
and unemployment is the dominant 
public issue. The EC is now a high un¬ 
employment area and seems likely to 
remain so through the 1990s. The 
Maastricht convergence requirements 
will push unemployment higher, so 
Maastricht is no help. A European 
attack on unemployment, a growth 
policy, would help to restore the popular¬ 
ity of the EC. 

Stronger European policies on unem¬ 
ployment Russia and crime could con¬ 
tribute to the real welfare of real people. 
Otherwise, asM Delors feats, the Euro¬ 
pean Community will become an un¬ 
popular and deserted shrine to an ideal 
without a public. 



good 

intentions 

Pat Chapman, who 


helped draw up 


the journalists’ code of 


practice, says the new 


rules are unworkable 


T here cannot Be a free society with¬ 
out a free press. So says the fust 
paragraph of the report by the 
National Heritage Committee into pri¬ 
vacy and media intrusion. But, it says, 
that does not give papers a licence to 
“write whatever comes into thefrheads”. 

- Do tire committee members seriousfy 
think that is what the papers do?. Have 
they not heard of libel writs, contempt, 
official secrets and injunctions? Presum¬ 
ably not. For while die committee talks 
of freedom, of the press, it has also come 
out with the handcuffs. The ronrranhfty 
suggests ahodineto allow complainants 
to try to prevent publication or enquiries 
being tirade, a privacy bifl. a breach of 
confidence law, and legal aid for 
defamation and privacy protection. 

The present voluntary Press Com- - 
plaints Commission (PCQ —which gets . 
a dwindling number of serious com- * 
plaints.as tire months go fry—would be 
replaced tty. a tougnened-up Press 
Commission, which could instruct on 
tiie placing and size of apologies, fine 
journalists and order compensation. In. 
short, their ideas are more draconian 
than those of Sir David Calcutt QC. . 

Gerald Kau fman drew up this report 
with his band of merry men. When J 
appeared before them last year, as a 
member of the FCC, they had heard 
_ from "vi ctims " of the press, but most of 
’ the stories they fold seemed to date back 
a kmg way, before the advent of the PCC 
and die code which all papers and mag¬ 
azines have been working to since 1991. 

Let . us . imagine editing our tabloid 
newspaper according to the new ideas of s 
Kaufman’s kangaroo court. The presses - 
are about to rafl and the phone rings. 

“Hefla Press Commission hotline 
here. Are .you running astoty about a 
married wear having an affair with his 
efroinzzistress? One of his friends has 
been on—he says you harassed the vicar 
by ringing him up and turning up on his 
doorstep. He says he fears you may not 
be aware' of the foil focts and would you 
leave the story out? 

"And are you running' another story 
about...” 

The editor eventually works out which 
stories have been worked on by her 
reporters, how many might have been 
worked on by both her reporters and 
ihose of another paper, and which calls 
were from otoeijjapers hyingtofind out 
wfaatherpaper is-up to. 

.. Jhs. chaza|de is going on in newspa¬ 
per and magazines across.the country, 
and it also involves stories that were 
never going to appear anyway. 

X X Thai will tills cost, and who is 
\A/ going to pay for it? Howmany 
▼ V people will lie to tiie Press 
Commission to prevent a story appear¬ 
ing because it puts them in a bad light? 

A few days later the vicar calls the 
editor of the paper to complain and then 
goes to the Press Commission saying his 
privacy was invaded. He also says the 
paper broke the new laws on breach of 
confidence because it was the choirmas¬ 
ter’s angry husband who complained to 
the papers. The commission deckles tiie 
story was in the public interest because s 
the vicar deceived his parishioners, 
whom he urges to be faithful 
The vicar is not satisfied and goes to 
the statutory Press Ombudsman, a 
retired judge, who decides tbe story was 
not in the public interest because tbe 
public was not being “harmfully misled” 
and fee vicaris affair did not “directly 
a ff ec t tiie discharge of any public 
functions”. The Ombudsman fines the 
paper, orders h to print an apology, and 
to pay compensation to the vicar and his 
lover. The editor, who still thinks the 
public had a right to be told about the 
vicar, refuses. A court order says she 
must pay or win be in contempt The 


m' 


ie editor is dragged off to prison for C 
non-payment. 

With freedom like this, who needs 
ceosotship? 

The author is as former member of the 
Press Complaints Commission and 
editor of the News of the World. 
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Job, governor? 


CHRIS PATTEN is a man 
who can take the political heat 
The poll tax made sure of that 
But even he must be finding 
the rapid deterioration in rela¬ 
tions between Britain and 
China a strain. Scant surprise 
then, if the governor of Hong 
Kong's thoughts are turning 
m home 

To his old Oxford college. 
Balliol. perhaps, where a 
lengthy procedure to select a 
new master is entering its final 
stages. What could be more 
enticing than the prospect of 
swapping the stir-fry of Far 
Eastern politics for the civi¬ 
lised banter of an Oxfotd high 
table? 

But if Patten is interested, he 
needs to get a move on. Tiie 
five-year tenure of Professor 
Baruch Bhimbeig. the Ameri¬ 
can Nobel prize winner, does 
not end until October of next 
year, but a successor is expect¬ 
ed to be appointed shortly. 

A shortlist of six candidates 
has already been drawn up, 
under the watchful eye of Sir 
Edward Heath, one of its 
more distinguished alumni, 
who is now president of the 


Baliioi Society. Heath, as 
prime minister, employed Pat¬ 
ten as director of Conservative 
Central Office research de¬ 
partment They remain dose 
friends. 

While Balliol would not 
offer great material rewards, it 
would have other attractions 
— nnr least its proximity In 
Westminster. As for what Pat¬ 
ten would bring to Balliol the 
answer is simple. Profile. 

Lord Grimond. former 
leader of the Liberal Party and 
a Balliol man, is enthusiastic. 
Up to a point “If Chris Patten 
would be prepared to live in 
Balliol and give most of his 
time to Oxford affairs, he 
would be an excellent choice in 
keeping with the traditions of 
the college. Bui if he were to 
use it as a platform fora return 
to Westminster, or to divide 
his time between Oxford and 
lucrative jobs in the city, he 
would not be acceptable.” 
Back to the stir-fry then. 

•Now he has rented as 
director general of the BBC. 
Sir Michael Checkiand just 
has the knotty problem of his 


official portrait to decide on. 
He is not keen, he mused 
yesterday at a Broadcasting 
Press Guild lunch, to be 
painted in a suit like other 
former DGs. Should he be the 
first to be painted in his shirt 
sleeves, his normal work garb? 
As for artist, he favours Laden 
Freud, ts that wise? Judging 
on Freud’s previous works. 
Checkiand could end up shed¬ 
ding more than his jacket. 

Food’s off 

AMBITIOUS plans to turn 
the 1 lth-century Westminster 
Hall into a period tourist at¬ 
traction and cafeteria look 
likely to be rejected by MPs. 




Howls of protest weru up from 
traditionalists over the propos¬ 
als from the Commons re¬ 
freshment department when 
they were unveiled last month. 

But the draft report of the 
catering committee, chaired 
by the Tory MP Colin Shep¬ 
herd, is thought to have 
squashed the scheme. The re¬ 
port also examined proposals 
to dose Annie’s Bar. the West¬ 
minster haunt famous for the 
late night exchange of gossip 
and rumour among ministers. 
M PS and journalists. 

Shepherd would nor be 
drawn on the contents. The 
report is in draft form. We 
have taken into account obser¬ 
vations from a wide range. 
The stage dealing wife West¬ 
minster Hall will be published 
after Easter. Decisions on 
matters of such monumental 
interest to the press, as the 
future Annie’s Bar, will have 


to wait a little longer." And the 
tourists? Let them drink tea — 
elsewhere. 

Somebody’s hour 

THE corridors of Radio 4 are 
buzzing. A big commission is 
in the air. Controller Michael 
Green is accepting bids for the 
3-4pm slot which before the 
last great scheduling reshuffle 
— fee one that saw Woman’s 
Hour moved from 2pm to 
10.30am — was home to the 
Afternoon Play. Initial bids 
from produces for the dot- 
ideas, not money — have to be 
in by the end of this month. 

Green’s requirements are 
fairly flexible. According to 
Pete Atkin. Head of Network 
Radio South, in Bristol who is 
bidding for the slot. Green's 
“brief is that it should be pre¬ 
sented live; it should be off the 
news agenda, but topical; 


should have non-expert voices 
and should cover tbe whole 
country." 

So wfeat win it be? Loose 
Ends presenter Ned Shemn is 
in no doubt: “Bring back 
Woman’s Hour!" Well how 
many Loose Ends can one 
week have? 

Writing crop 

PADDY ASHDOWN will 
have no problem demonstrat¬ 
ing his green credentials in 
future. He is just about to take 
delivery of a bio-degradable 
pen. 

Proud Liberal Democrats 
say fee pen, made from corn 
and complete with bird of lib¬ 
erty logo, is fee first of its kind. 
When the ink runs out the pen 
can be buried in the garden. 
“They disintegrate.” says a 
party official. Just like the 
liberal Demoaats. 

Faroe hem 

FOR centuries fee inhabitants 
of fee Faroe Islands have been 
braving the high seas. But not 
often, one suspects, to spend 
an evening with Cliff Richard. 
However, that is exactly what 
300 Faroese are planning to 
do next month, when foey de- 


Toocloseto 
the wind? 


IT IS ten years since fee 
swashbuckling deal-maker 
Peter de Savaiy rany dose to 
mounting a credible British 
c h alle n ge for the America’s 
Cup. These days the owner of 
littlecote and Sltibo castle 
contents himself with still 
being in business — which is 
rather more than can be did 
for Ms successful rival of a 
decade ago, Alan Bond. 

‘There is life after debt,” 
de Savaiy told a Cartier lunch 



m f gh J tempted to mount another bid 
“No. I don’t think sa Thesedays the 
An*™* s Cup is like Formula One. There’s soZaThtm 
toj^vetL A pause. Mod you if I get a couple 0 f goodS 

A green shoot perhaps? Or a blue arrow? 


scend on tire unsuspecting city 
of Aberdeen, Such is the sing¬ 
ers popularity in the Faroes 
that an initial 100 concert tick¬ 
ets were snapped up within 
days. The weekly feny has 
how changed its times- to ac¬ 
commodate the fans. 

Charles Poulsen, manag ing 
director of CP International 
which operates tire feny, says 


rdsengosontytendu 
the 22-hour crossing u> 
high season. Tt is a very u 
erous community on the Fi 
oeswMch might explain pi 
or ..Cliff Richard’s popularit] 
says Poulsen. “Also they i 
not have much in the way 
five enter tainme nt:" 
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A FINE MESS 

Hie heritage committee’s plans for the press must be rejected 


“ “ priva ^ *» d ™«ila 
intrusion from the national heritage select 

were not apparent m Sir David Calcutfs 

^ !?? 1 ^? fpre ^^" re § uJa ^ on . piilished two 

"^unable, for example, to mu^to 


^,| --—-ui-rMi. iucutase 

S? B L the P 11 ^ was couched in kinder 
n ^ f 10016 frequent refer- 
ences to freedom; there was much theatrical 

I ^£ to ?- of n Sir David,s “statutory press 
authority”. But the result is still a muddle 
wherein ill will good intentions and caretes; 
disdain squat uneasily side by side. It is no 
less threatening to essential liberties than 
was the Cakutt report—and, because of tire 
maimer in which it has been produced, may 
yet be all the more dangerous than its 
predecessor. 

After five months of study the MPs have 
proposed a long list of changes in the 
relationship between the press and the rest of 
“ British public. They want taxpayers’ 
money to be available for those bringing 
law-suits against journalists. They want a 
new Press Commission (PQ in place of the 
still youthful Press Complaints Commission 
(PCQ. This new body would be equipped 
with powers to fine recalcitrant editors and a 
telephone “hotline” which complainants 
would be able to use to forestall unwanted 
publication of news. 

The PC would not be founded on a 
statutory basis. But sitting alongside it like a 
police dog would be a statutory Press 
Ombudsman, appointed by the Lord Chan¬ 
cellor. This new figure of state authority 
would have powers to require editors to 
retract and “correcT sfories underliis or her 
V direct supervisory controL The confusion of 
complainants and journalists alike would be 
arguably the least damaging result of this 
basic infringement upon press freedom. 

Ncrne of these notions would be of 


consequence m normal times. But theseare 
not normal times for newspapers. Strong 
governments, guided by, serious a>n) g and 
ambitions, would be happy, to read the 
h ar ml ess nnkerings of frustrated MPs and 
consign them to the never-never tray. A weak 
government guided by survival instincts, 
may be persuaded that, because something 
is demanded, “something must be done”. 

The heritage secretary, Peter Brooke; is 
not a man who would instinctively wish to 
interfere with press freedom. But by his 
incautious endorsement of Sir David 
Calcutfs arguments against the PCC he has 
narrowed his options. The Press Complains 
Commission. has . improved journalists’ 
behaviour and gained both public and 
professional respect Its are 

alleged almost wholly by chose whose public 
lives place them under scrutiny. The PCC 
has shown in its earfy years that it can adapt 
both its ethos and its membership to match 
criticism. But it risks replacement now 
because some ministers want to placate 
parliamentarians and some parliament¬ 
arians want to protect their friends. 

The new Press Commission would be 
charged by the heritage oommitee with the 
ringing duty of “upholding press freedom” 
Beware politicians who promote freedom to 
criticise themselves. The committee appears 
to believe that the best route to a more 
responsible press is the generation of 
complaint — through new regional offices, 
financial inducements and telephone 
hotlines. Tt gives no justification for its view 
that a suppressed demand to complain truly 
exists in the country; there is no indication 
that droves of people are discouraged from 
complaining by PCC bureaucracy, arrogant 
editors and inadequate reward. If there were 
a dear-demand for action from the public 
one might expect more evidence to have 
been made public by the committee. Of 
politicians* own desire to curb the pres there 
is sadfy all too dear a sign. 


GREEN SHOOTS 

Irish disgust must slowly jmshtbe lRA to the margins 


*> 


- _ ... - , 

“I wish to God that the death of this little 
child wifi be the start of something ffiatwifi. 
stop them.” said WDf Ball father of the 
foreetyear-oM- murdered -by the -IRA in. - 
Warrington. Taking the'grieving father at 
his word, a Dublin , housewife, 7 Susan 
McHugh, has^caUed for mass’ protests ior 
demonstrate the disgust felt by ordinary 
Irish people at this crime, (hher hqpeful 
signs have included the launch of a fund by\ 
an Irish nationalist paper in Belfast to help - 
the victims of Warrington, ah; initiative 
which southern newspapers have also 
joined. Is this the embryo of a new. Irish 
peace movement? ' • ' : '''■ " 

The collapse of previous peace initiatives 
should tinge expectations about the move- 
menfs success with scepticism — but not 
cynicism. Men who are prepared to kill 
women and children for political ends are 
not prone to sentimentality. The IRA’s bullef 
and ballot box strategy shows its disdain for 
pop ular opinion. But gunmen, .in Mao’s 
phrase about guerrilla warfare, are like fish 
who need water in which to swim. If Mrs 
McHugh and others like her can drain some 
of that water by reducing the minority which 
actively or passively supports the IRA. some 
good will be done. 

Acts of moral courage have their own 
intrinsic value. They cap also be infectious. 
Mrs McHugh’s bravery may even cross the 
Atlantic, especially if the American media, 
which reported the de a t h of Jamie Bulger in 
such detail as a symptom of British malaise, 
give the same exposure to the death of 
Jonathan Ban and popular revulsion against 
IRA in Ireland. Although IRA 


the 


fohdrai^ngin America has slipped in recent 
years, ffiere is still woolly*ninded support for 
■ extreme republicanism. And there is appall¬ 
ing, ignorance about Northern Ireland, best 
cbaranterised by a former mayor of Chicago 
who once demanded'-(hat the British “pull 
ihesr troops put of Dublin” Any enlighten¬ 
ment must hdp. 

7 Yet there remain dangerous ambiguities 
in southern Irish condemnations of IRA 
violence. The Republic's constitution still 
contains provisions that claim Northern 
Ireland as part of its temtoiy. Although the 
new breed of politicians is beginning to 
question the offending articles, there, is 
much talk of unity of North and South “by 
.consent”. Why a million Protestants in the 
North should ever consent to unity is never 
explained. The IRA also wants Irish unity, 
ixiithaslogically drawn the conclusion that it 
' wifi not be achieved by Protestant consent 
The ghosts of unhappy Anglo-Irish hist- 
‘ ory still haunt contemporary debate. Ire¬ 
land’s independence began with a violent 
struggle against the British. Its largest party, 
Fianna Fail, was bom of a republican 
faction of Sinn Fein that once forcibly 
opposed the foundation of the Free State. 
Given tins national mythology, attitudes to 
IRA violence are understandably ambiva¬ 
lent At the top President Mary Robinson 
and foreign minister Dick Spring have done 
much to cure that ambivalence. At a popular 
level Mrs McHugh and the thousands of 
Dubliners who sign their condolences 
outside tiie General Post Office in O’Connell 
Street, tile site of the 1916 Easter Rising, 
may also help to exorcdse Ireland’s ghosts. - 
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lord of misrule 

The West must not waver in its demands for Kenyan refonns 


Kenya’s presided Daniel arap Mol is by no 
means the first African ruler to bum his 
bridges with die International. Monetary 
Fund and Western donors, accusing them of 
imposing “suicidal” economic reforms as a 
rendition for aid. Nor is he the first to use 
such arguments to defend a system rtodied 
with corrupt practices which benefit juj 
entrenched elite, stifle economic potential 
and impoverish the vast 
% thing, Mr Mai's stance is a return to the 
kind of irresponsibility which a new genera¬ 
tion of Africans, in Kenya^as eljwbwe on 
the continent, want to 
His arguments are feeble to hsjmr 
countrymen. They know that 
Kenya’s economy will be painful ^bew ail 
tette urban poor. hit not as 
continued leeching of toeeconomyhy 
dans bent on setfflOTgwtJS/TE 
opposition .parties either or 

opSgof Kenya’s 
"out as MX Mo, ^ 



cafled for a campaign u* r ’ w r"’-v~Ijr ^ 
mutest describing the hallmarks ot 
gSelt as 
comtpddn and 

fc These were preas^ the V^srom- 
plaints when it suspended ard^o*^® 
1991. Easily manipulated s&te amtrcus 

expand W ' S 

SSe-of patronage. The 

series, would altadc the rot trans^ 


tions last month, Mr Moi introduced a 
number of reforms—only to backtrack a few 
weeks later when they were, righfiy, deemed 
iraufStienL The West must now back 
Kenya’s reforming democrats, its coura¬ 
geous judges, churchmen and the auditors 
. who have exposed cases of rank corruption 
against its ruling establishment That means 
continuing to withhold aid, even in the face 
of Kenya’s now considerable need. 

Western governments have, however, 
reduced their own room for manoeuvre 
They had hoped that Kenya's multi-party 
elections last December, to which Mr Moi 
reluctantly agreed, would resolve Kenya’s 
severe crisis of governance. But the elections, 
which returned Mr Moi and Kanu, the 
: ruling party, to power, were notable for the 
intimidation of opposition candidates and 
what international observers called the 
“centralised and systematic” abuse of state 
power arid money to win votes. 

Most Western governments, including. 
Britain, deckled none the less.thalthe results 
had not been so distorted as to invalidate tire 
: vote; This has fanned political tensions. Mr 

- Moi^ credibility m Kenya is low but so. since 
December, is the West's. Mr Moi evidently 
feels that having outflanked Western de¬ 
mands for political reform, he can defy them 
outright on the economy. Hyper-inflation 
and sodal unrest may yet persuade him baric 

, into the fold. Bur there is no sense in die 
West enunciating conditions for aid aimed 
ai helping the. governed to call then- 
governments to account, unless it intends to 

- stand by them unwaveringly- 
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Fair trial for the A judgment on computer hacking 


new justice act 

From the Director of the 
Prison Reform Tim, 

Sir; Now that the Lord Chief Justice 
has added his u>ice to criticism of the 
1991 Criminal Justice Act (reports, 
larer editions; March 22: March 23) 
some -words in defence of the legisla¬ 
tion may be befpfuL 

Justice demands that the sentenc¬ 
ing of offenders should be consistent, 
reasoned, open and predictable. In no 
jurisdiction in the world is judicial 
independence interpreted to mean 
unfettered judicial discretion. Geo¬ 
graphical disparities in the use of 
custody have been a negation of 
justice — and are still with us. - 

Establishing a legislative frame¬ 
work for the use of imprisonment and 
community penalties, the act does not 
remove judges' discretion, but it does 
mean that similar principles are 
brought to bear. By insisting that 
jwnalties are commensurate whh the 
seriousness of the offence or, in the 
case of violent and sexual offences, 
with the need to protect foe public 
from serious harm, the profligate use 
of custody for petty offenders, Which 
has so characterised sentencing prac¬ 
tice. can be avoided. 

Doubtless there will be fine tuning 
of some of foe act’s provisions, 
particularly the system of means- 
related fines- But n would be deeply 
disappointing if the underlying prin¬ 
ciples were to be thrown overboard. 

Fundamental to the act is the belief 
that sentencing policy should not be 
foe exdusne province of die judiciary. 
Perhaps it is this, above ail else, to 
which Lord Taylor of Gosforth ob¬ 
jects. 

Yours faithfully, 

STEPHEN SHAW. 

Director. Prison Reform Trust, 

59 Caledonian Road, Nl. 

March 23. 

From the Chair of the Association 
of Chief Officers of Probation 

Sir. The Lord Chief Justice’s criticisms 
of the 1991 Criminal Justice Act verge 
on the irresponsible. The more fre¬ 
quently someone is sent to prison the 
more likely he or she is to become a 
persistent offender. Community sen¬ 
tences are far more effective in this 
respect, ata fraction of foe cost to the 
Exchequer. 

Criticism of variations in unit fines 
has tended to omit reference to the , 
first principle -- dial the base level of 
foe fine is determined by the serious¬ 
ness of the offence. Variations be¬ 
tween courts’ use of their powers have 
always been easy to find. If anything, 
the Criminal Justice Act should 
reduce inconsistencies of this kind, 
once its use is well established. It has 
been in operation for less than six 
months — hardly an adequate trial 
period. 

It is of the utmost importance that 
those who have to appdy this new legal 
framework should be encouraged to 
do so firmly, fairly and consistently, so 
that the principles upon which it has 
been based can be properly tested. 
There is an appeal process for those 
who fed aggrieved at its effects upon 
them, and the attorney-general has 
the power to refer for review sentences 
he considers unduly lenient 
The role of leaders of the judiciary 
should be to encourage by positive 
example the application of properly 
framed laws. Talk of the public taking 
the law into their own hands would, 
from other sounds, sound remarkably 
like incitement to riot Fortunaiely the 
public are more sensible than these 
comments by Lord Taylor of Gosforth 
imply. Government studies of foe 
opinions of victims (British crime 
surveys) do not support the altitudes 
which he ascribes to them. 

Yours sincerely, 

JENNY ROBERTS. 

Chair, Association of 
Chief Officers of Probation. 

3/4 Shaw Street. Worcester. 

March 23. 


Budgeting for future 

From Dr Steve Usseter 

Sir. Everyone is familiar with the 
concept of monetary annuities, in 
which a lump sum is used to purchase 
future income. Could not the same 
principle be applied to faelbills? Fbr a 
lump sum one might purchase a 
certain number of units per year for 
life, leaving only a small residual biQ. 
or possibly even a refund if consump¬ 
tion was lower than anticipated. 

Such annuities might form part .of 
retirement planning fbr the well- 
heeled, and (especially if tax-deduct¬ 
ible) a way of children providing for 
aging parents. The scheme should 
appeal to the private sector as it 
provides up-from investment capital. 

Yours, 

S. USSETER, 

38 Higfrdown, 

Worcester Park Surrey. 

March 19. 

From Mr P. GilHbmnd 

Sir, “National insurance must stiD 
eventually be consolidated with in¬ 
come tax” (leading article. March 17). 

Double-taxation of pensioners, or 
more tax-return complications in 
order to avoid it? 

Youisetc, 

F. GILLI8RAND. 

8 Fox Close, Querns Road, 
Weybridge, Surrey. 


From Mr Steven Bartlen 

Sir. Your editorial of March 20. 
“Crimes of the intellect", misses an 
essential point arising out of the 
acquittal of Paui Bedvronh. charged 
with computer hacking (report. 
March 18). If foe courts and jurors 
have problems deciding about com¬ 
puter misuse as a serious offence, then 
so do offenders. 

The Computer Misuse Act. im¬ 
plemented to the letter, would result 
in hundreds of thousands of convic¬ 
tions against men ar.d women who 
would normally be considered law- 
abiding. The enforcement of foe act 
relies on the malicious intent and 
trial personal gain of foe of- 


; and damage, financial or 
otherwise, to foe victim. 

The punishment of a hacker who 
has caused company damage, where 
gain was not the motive, roust take 
account of foe precautions that com¬ 
panies employ' to prevent any would- 
be transgressor no point in bolting 
foe front door if you leave the back 
door wide open. 

In this instance there appeared to 
be no personal gain or malicious 
intent and many would agree with the 
courts decision to acquit Mr 
Bed worth. Companies cannot expect 
foe support of the courts if they 
continue to maintain security systems 
that are archaic and easy m breach. If 
Mr Bed worth has behaved irrespon¬ 
sibly, so have the violated companies. 

Yours sincerely. 

STEVEN BARTLETT. 

ISO Highbury HU N5. 

March 21. 

From Mr Nigel R. Armfield 

Sir. The suggestion by the editor of 
foe Hacker’s Handbook, quoted in 
your report of March 18. that by 
simply copying a letter onto a hard 
disk one commits the offence of 
unauthorised modification is in¬ 
correct In order for a person to be 
guilty of an offence under section 3 of 
the Computer Misuse Act, a person 
must have intent to cause a modifica¬ 
tion of a computer and by so doing 

(a) impair the operation of the 
computer, 

(b) prevent or hinder access to any 
program or data held in any com¬ 
puter, or 

W impair the operation of any such 
program or the reliability of such 

Hflta 

Merely to copy a letter onto a hard 
disk need not. in itself, satisfy any of 
these conditions. If one did not have 
to prove intent then, of course, foe 
outcome of foe trial (in which 1 was a 
prosecution witness) would presum¬ 
ably have been different 

Yours. 

N. R. ARMFIELD 
(Network Adviser). 

Department of Computing Services. 
Leeds Metropolitan University. 
Cahreriey Street 
Leeds, West Yorkshire. 


From DrS. P. Castell 

Sir. The Bedwortb computer hacking 
case is unusual in its having success¬ 
fully run a defence of "obsession”. 
Thai innovation apart it does not 
demand "an urgent Home Office 
enquiry' into how foe laws on com¬ 
puter hacking could be tightened” as 
called for by the British Computer 
Society (report March 20). 

In a study carried out for the 
Central Computer and Telecom¬ 
munications Agency and the Trea¬ 
sury, published in 1990. 1 high¬ 
lighted issues which are rather more 
important; the need for computer 
systems and operational practices 
property capable of forensic scrutiny, 
delivering undoubted evidential rciia- 
bfliry: and foe danger that today's 
computers are intrinsically leaky filing 
cabinets. 

Before too much energy is spent 
tightening the law against computer 
misusers it is surely time the computer 
industry began to think about 
delivering legally secure systems, 
architecturally incapable of being 
misused. We all need, and should be 
demanding, a radical redesign of foe 
architecture of computers rather than 
a tinkering with the law governing 
their use. 

Yours faithfully. 

STEPHEN CASTELL 
(Director). 

CasreU Computer and Systems 
Telecommunications Lid. 

20 Grange Road. 

Wickham Bishops, With am, Essex. 
March 21. 

From the Headmaster of Queen 
Elizabeth Grammar School, 
Wakefield 

Sir. Computer misuse must count as 
one of foe scourges of the modem age 
and any message which conveys the 
impression to young people that it is 
of little consequence is doing them a 
profound disservice. 

We have a duty to ensure that 
young people know that computer 
misuse is not only morally wrong but 
can cause considerable distress, ex¬ 
pense and time wastage to countless 
others. If legislation is inadequate in 
this direction then foe redrafting of 
the law is a matter for urgent 
consideration. 

Yours faithfully. 

R. P. MARDUNG. 

Headmaster. 

Queen Elizabeth Grammar School 
Wakefield West Yorkshire. 

From Mr Robin Sparks 

Sir, How long will it be before a rape 
case is successfully defended on 
grounds of “overwhelming ob¬ 
session"? 

Youis faithfully. 

R. SPARKS. 

94 Reigate Road. 

Ewell. Epsom. Surrey- 
March 20. 


Care and disability 

From Mr Alfred Morris. MPfor 
Manchester Wythenshawe {Labour) 

Sir, I am most grateful for the support 
for my Civil Rights (Disabled Perrons) 
Bill expressed by the chairmen of the 
Papworth Trust and the Enham 
Trust, Mr N. H. M. Chancellor and 
Major D. Sebag-Montefiore (letter, 
March 18). 

As they say, action to ban 
discrimination that piles handicap on 
handicap for disabled people is now a 
moral imperative that must not be 
denied by market forces. It is also 
urgently necessary to bring the UK 
info line with other countries, not least 
the United States, which have already 
legislated. 

What has not been much reported 
is that foe government's action in 
blocking the bill proceduraBy in foe 
Commons on February 26 came after 
it bad been given a tiiird reading by 
the House of Lords. It was ably piloted 
for me through all its stages there by 
Baroness Lockwood. 

Nor is it widely known foal foe 
Commons itself approved a motion 
for the bill’s enactment, in the 
following terms, immediately before 
the government obstructed its second 
reading on February 26: 

That this House believes that anti- 
discrimination legislation is necessary to 
ensure equality of opportunity for people 
with disabilities; and calls for the early 
enactment of specific provisions relating to 
public transport and other public and 
private services, employment and housing. 

Thus foe government is now defying 
not only the sponsors of foe bill, of all 
parties, but also the explicit approval 
of its purposes by foe House of 


Commons on February 26. 

When George Bush signed the 
Americans With Disabilities Act in 
1990. which in many respects is 
stronger than my bill he gave 
exemplary leadership by telling US 
employers and others that there are 
benefits as well as costs in ending 
unfair discrimination against dis¬ 
abled people- He said: 

You haw in your hands the key to the 
success of this aa. for you can unlock a 
splendid resource of untapped human 
potential that, when freed, wffl enrich us alL 

ft is also worth recalling that Lord 
Renton, speaking from the Conserva¬ 
tive benches in the Lords, said of my 
bill that the government should “ar 
least provide time for its discussion" in 
the Commons. He added: “Better 
still, ministers could take on foe bill 
themselves and make it a government 
biff” 

Much to their honour, other 
Conservative peers gave the bill their 
backing, just as many Conservative 
MPs have given it strong and 
consistent support. 

In the 1970s, by common consent, 
foe UK led the world in legislating to 
make life better for disabled people. 
Today we lag far behind many other 
countries. 

As foe letter from Mr Chancellor 
and Major Sebag-Montefiore may- 
have helped foe government to see, 
the only question now is nor whether 
Britain will ultimately legislate to give 
full citizenship to disabled people, but 
whether we shall be the last counny in 
foe developed world to do so. 

Yours faithfully, 

ALFREDMORRIS. 

House of Commons. 

March 19. 
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Service training merger 

From the Secretary of the 
Institute of Marine Engineers 

Sir. Lord Gnegson (letter. March 15) 
is apparently unaware that this en¬ 
gineering institution, which caters 
both fbr foe Royal Navy and foe Mer¬ 
chant Navy, has indeed expressed 
disquiet to foe government at the 
rumoured closure of foe Royal NavaI 
Engineering College at Manadon. 
Three factors in particular convince us 
that Manadon must be allowed to 
continue to fulfil its unique role: 

1. As a body authorised by foe 
Engineering Council to accredit 
courses for marine engineers, we have 
been particularly impressed by those 
tun by foe RNEC. which include far 
more training in the practical aspects 
of marine engineering than is avail¬ 
able elsewhere 


2. En route to a classless society it is 
worthy of note that some 40 per cent 
of the officers graduating at the 
RNEC are drawn from the ranks of 
foe ratings, who do not start with foe 
academic qualifications required for 
degree courses elsewhere. 

3. Nobody who has visited the RNEC 
could fail to be implied by foe wide 
range of equipment and facilities, 
unique in foe UPC. The loss of this is to 
be deprecated; far better that it be 
opened up to wider use through foe 
Strong links already established with 
foe University of Plymouth. 

Yours faithfully. 

J. E. SLOGGETT. 

Secretary, 

The Institute of Marine Engineers. 
The Memorial Building, 

76 Mark Lane, EC3. 

March 17. 


Fear of national 
parks in limbo 

Fmm Lord Nome and others 

Sir. We are writing to draw attention 
to foe urgent need for fresh national 
parks legislation. The government 
has already accepted foe central 
recommendation of foe 199] Ed¬ 
wards report foal Britain’s national 
parks should be administered by 
independent, accountable authorities, 
but there has still been no indication 
of when this legislation will be 
introduced. 

The reorganisation of local govern¬ 
ment will place the future administra¬ 
tion of the parks in limbo, with no 
possibility of coherent planning or 
management. This is why foe lack of a 
legislative timetable is so' worrying. 

The current local authority arrange¬ 
ments for the three parks in Wales will 
cease in April 1995. when foe new 
unitary authorities are expected ro 
come into being. Unless national park 
legislation is included in foe Queen's 
speech this autumn these parks will 
not have independent status in time. 

Apart from the option of including 
foe parks in a comprehensive environ¬ 
mental protection bill, an attractive 
and quicker alternative would be to 
have a short, separate government bill 
on national paries alone. This could be 
introduced into foe House of Lords, 
where foe Edwards report has already 
gained widespread, cross-party sup¬ 
port We urge the government to 
accept this proposal. 

Yours, 

NORRJE, CRICKHOWELL 
WILLIAMS ofELVEL. 

MORRIS of CASTLE MORRIS. 

JOHN HUNT. DEREK EZRA. 
CHORLEY, MORAN. 

House of Lords. 

March 23. 


Sale of stolen goods 

From MrsF. J. While 

Sir. 1 was delighted to see the letter 
from Professor W. B. Harvey (March 
18) on foe subject of “market overt", 
where, contrary to the prindple of 
ownership in English law. foe title for 
stolen goods can pass in certain street 
markets. 

Art theft is rife and with foe 
dissolution of frontier checks as a 
result of the European angle market 
and the possible enlargement of foe 
European Community it will get 
worse- It is most important that firm 
measures are taken soon to prevent 
dishonest persons from taking advan¬ 
tage of different countries' varying 
laws of title in order to sell stolen 
goods. 

1 was a victim of theft in 1991 and 
have reason to believe that certain of 
foe items taken quickly passed 
through a London street market in foe 
way Professor Harvey mentions. I 
understand that efforts are being 
made at national and international 
level to standardise laws which will 
help in the recovery of stolen works of 
art 

Negotiations wfll not be eaty but I 
suggest foe British put their own 
house in order first. A market where 
stolen goods can be quickly resold is a 
disgrace to this country. 

Yours faithfully. 

ANNE WHITE, 

8 Queen's Ride. SW13. 

March 19. 


Flamsteed restoration 

From Mr Ian Angus 

Sir. Nigel Hawkes is wrong to suggest 
that foe “patina of foe years has been 
JosT by stripping paint from foe 
panelling of foe Octagon Room at 
Flamsteed House, Greenwich (“New 
light on ancient wisdom". Arts, 
March 17). 

The wail plastering and panelling, 
both extensively renewed in foe 
J 950s, required repair and thorough 
preparation, in particular to achieve a 
reasonable ground for the painting of 
foe walnut tree graining on foe 
panelling and to do justice to the off- 
white distemper which we applied to 
foe walls and ceiling. The result could 
hardly be described as '‘glossy”: 
unnatural, perhaps, but only because 
foe nature of current perceptions of 
history is tinted with sepia. 

The Octagon Room is firmly rooted 
in the 17th century and must have 
been one of the brightest architectural 
products of the scientific movement 
What matters now, as your article 
rightly infers, is that foe evidence of 
more recent years is not wiped out in 
foe zeal of presenting foe past 

Yours faithfully. 

IAN ANGUS. 

Carden & Godfrey (Architects), 

SI Bladcfriars Road. SEl. 

March 18. 


A word in our ear 

From Mr Robert Hardcastle 

Sir. To have the word “lineage” as the 
answer to a Times Crosswoid due on 
two successive days (March 17 and 
18) may be regarded as a misfortune. 

To have it in the same place on two 
successive days looks like carelessness. 

Youis faithfully. 

ROBERT HARDCASTLE, 

Lawn Cottage, Camden Park. 

Royai Tunbridge Wells, Kent 


Letters should cany a daytime 
telephone number. They may be 
faxed to 071-782 5046. 














COURT CIRCULAR 


BUCKINGHAM PALACE 
March 24: His Excellency Dr 
Virgilio Ban® and Sehora de 
Barco were received in farewell 
audience by The Queen and took 
leave upon His Excellency 
relinquishing his appointment as 
Ambassador Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary or the Republic of 
Colombia to the Court of St 
James's, 

Field Marshal Sir John Chappie 
was received by Her Majesty upon 
his appointment as Governor and 
Commander-tn-Chief of Gibraltar. 

Lady Chappie was also received 
by The Queen. 

General Sir Edward Burgess 
was received by Her Majesty upon 
relinquishing his appointment as 
President. Royal British Lesion. 

Mr Richard Thomas was re¬ 
ceived in audience by The Queen 
and kissed hands upon his 
appointment as Her Majesty's 
Ambassador Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary at Luanda. 

Mrs Thomas was received by 
The Queen. 

Mr Peter Westmacott was re¬ 
ceived by The Queen when Her 
Majesty 'invested him with the 
Insignia of a Lieutenant of the 
Royal Victorian Order. 

The Queen, patron. Youth Hos¬ 
tels Association, this afternoon 
opened Rotherhithe Youth Hostel, 
Southwark. London SE16. and 
was received by the Mayor of 
Southwark (Councillor Mary 
Ellery). 

Her Majesty toured the hostel, 
escorted by die chairman (Mr 
John Patten), and afterwards un¬ 
veiled a commemorative plaque 
Mrs Robert de Pass. Sir 
Kenneth Scott and Major James 
Patrick were in attendance. 

The President of the Republic of 
Cyprus and Mrs derides were 
received by The Queen this 
evening. 

BUCKINGHAM PALACE 
March 24: The Prince Edward, 
chairman, the I niemotional Coun¬ 
cil of The Duke of Edinburgh's 
Award International Association, 
this morning left Heaihiow Air¬ 
port London, for the United States 
of America and Canada. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Sean 
O'Dwyer is in attendance. 
BUCKINGHAM PALACE 
March 24: The Princess Royal this 
morning presented The Princess 
Royal Award to Mr Gordon 
Newman for the Royal Association 
of British Dairy Farmers at 
Buckingham Palace. 

Her Royal Highness, patron. 
British Executive Service Overseas, 
received the Viscount Boyd of 
Merton upon relinquishing his 
appointment as president and Mr 
Robert Honon upon assuming the 
appointment 


The Princess Rcrjoi. patron, the 
Association of Combined Youth 
Clubs, this afternoon attended a 
special appeals luncheon at the 
Cavalry and Guards Club, Picca¬ 
dilly. London Wl. 

Her Royal Highness, immediate 
past master, the Worshipful Com" 
pony of Lorincre. later attended the 
trade liaison committee and fi¬ 
nance committee meetings. 
Guildhall. London EC2. 

Lady Carew Pole was in 
attendance. 

The Princess RqyaL patron. 
British Executive Service Overseas, 
this evening gave a reception for 
the council and representatives of 
the corporate membership scheme 
at Buckingham Palace. 

CLARENCE HOUSE 
Man* 24: Queen Elizabeth The 
Queen Mother this afternoon re¬ 
ceived the Presidents of Queen 
Mary's Clothing Guild at St 
James's Palace on the occasion of 
the guild’s annual general 
meeting. 

Dame Frances CampbeD-Pres¬ 
ton was in attendance. 

ST JAMES’S PALACE 
March 24: The Prince of Wales 
today visited Cumbria and was 
received by Her Majesty’s Lord- 
Lieutenant (Sir Charles Graham. 
Bt). 

His Royal Highness this morn¬ 
ing visited the St Bees Manage¬ 
ment Centre where he met 
teachers and students involved in 
management training pro¬ 
grammes. St Bees School, St Bees. 

The Prince of Wales, president; 
The Prince's Youth Business Trust, 
afterwards attended a trade fair 
where His Royal Highness met 
young people who have estab¬ 
lished their own businesses with 
help from tire trust. St BeesSchooL 

The Prince of Wales this after¬ 
noon visited the Vivar Trust’s 
restoration of Church Brow Cot¬ 
tage. Kirkby Lonsdale. 

His Royal Highness later visited 
Barrow-in-Furness and met 
groups involved in the economic 
development of Cumbria. 

Finally The Prince of Wales 
visited Warrington and was re¬ 
ceived by Her Majesty's Loid- 
Lieutenanr for Cheshire (Mr 
William Bromley Davenport). 

His Rcyal Highness visited 
Warrington General Hospital and 
met hospital staff, emergency staff 
and patients. 

Commander Robert Fraser. RN. 
was in attendance: 

KENSINGTON PALACE 
March 24: Princess Alice. Duchess 
of Gloucester. Air Chief Marshal. 
Women's Royal Air Force, today 
received Air Commodore Ruth 
Montague. Director of the Wom¬ 
en's Royal Air Force. 


Anniversaries 

BIRTHS: King Henry II. reigned 
1154-89. Le Mans, France. 1133: 
Joachim Murat, soldier. King of 
Naples, self-styled Joachim Na¬ 
poleon. La Bastide-Fortuviere, 
1767: Giovanni Amid, astrono¬ 
mer. Modena. Italy. 1786: Arturo 
Toscanini, conductor. Parma. It¬ 
aly. 1867; Bela Bartok. composer. 
Transylvania, Hungary. 1881. 
DEATHS: Nicholas Hawksmoor, 
architect. London. 1736; Anna 
Seward, the “Swan of Lichfield”, 
poet and novelist. Lichfield. 
Staffordshire, 1809; Caroline 
Chisholm, the '’emigrants’ friend”. 
London, 1877; Fridfiric MistraL 
poet Nobel laureate 1904. 
Maillane, France, 1914; Claude 
Debussy, composer. Paris. 1918: 
John Drinkwatcr poet and 
dramatist. London. 1937: Faisal 
Bin Abdul Am. King of Saudi 
Arabia 1964-75. assassinated, Ri¬ 
yadh. 1975. 

today is Lady Day. until 1752 the 
legal start of the year. 

The Treaty of Rome was signed, 
bringing into being the European 
Economic Community. 1957. 


Sir Rex Niven 

A service of thanksgiving for the 
life and work of Sir Rex Niven will 
be held in the Chapel of St Faith. 
St Paul’s Cathedral on Friday. 
April 23, at 11.30am. 

Sir Dick White 

A memorial service for Sir Dick 
White. KCMG. KBE. will be held 
in the Guards Chapel Wellington 
Barracks. Birdcage Walk on 
Thursday, April 22. at I lam. 
Admission will be by ticket only. 
Please apply by tetter to Sir Dick 
White Memorial Service. PO Box 
2651. London. NW1 IXZ. 

Bernard Braden 

A service of thanksgiving for the 
life and work of Bernard Braden 
will be held at St Pauls, Covent 
Garden, London. WC2, on 
Wednesday. April 14. at 11.30am. 


Appointment 

Ntcnolas Barter to be Principal of the 
Royal Academy ot Dramatic Art in 
succession to Dr Oliver Neville. 


Birthdays today 

Sir Brian Bailey, former chairman. 
Health Education Authority. 70; 
Mayor Sir Shane Blewin, royal 
equerry. 58; Mr Humphrey Bur¬ 
ton. artistic consultant. Barbican 
Centre. 62: Mr Robert CeriL 
author, 80; Lord Crzwdiaw. 60; 
Professor Mary Douglas, anthro¬ 
pologist 72; Professor Sir 
Raymond Firth, anthropologist. 
92: Professor Sir Patrick Forrest, 
surgeon, 70: Mr Robert Fox. 
theatrical producer. 41; Miss 
Aretha Franklin, singer. 51: Sir 
Peter Gibbings. chairman. Anglia 
Television Group. 64; Mis Penel¬ 
ope Gillian, writer. 61; General Sir 
James Glover. 64; Mr Benjamin 
Hanbury, racehorse trainer. 47: 
Mr David Hides, interior designer 
and author, 64; Mr Elton John, 
anger. 46; the Most Rev Alwyn 
Rice Jones. Archbishop of Wales 
59; Sir Bernard MtQer. forma' 
chairman. John Lews Partner¬ 
ship. 89: Mr Leif Mills, trades 
unionist, 57; Lord Quinton, 68; 
the Earl of Stradbroke. 56: Lord 
Walker of Worcester. 61: Mr 
Michad Whitlam. director-gen¬ 
eral British Red Cross Society, 46. 


Today’s royal 
engagements 

The Queen wiH have luncheon 
with the commissioners at the 
headquarters of the Crown Estate 
at 16 Carlton House Terrace at 
11.45. 

The Prince of Wales wiH inaugu¬ 
rate the European Bank’s perma¬ 
nent headquarters at 1 Exchange 
Square, EC2, at 1130 and wfll 
attend an anniversary perfor¬ 
mance of Handel's Messiah at the 
Shddonian Theatre. Oxford, at 
635. 

The Duke of Gloucester, as Colo- 
nd-ln-Chief of the Royal Pioneer 
Corps, will attend Che final march 
past at the Guildhall Northamp¬ 
ton. of die Royal Pioneer Corps 
before the formation of the Royal 
Logistic Corps, at 11.45 and 
afterwards vrill be present at a 
luncheon. 

The Duchess of Kent, as Patron of 
the Cancer Relief Macmillan 
Fund, will attend a reception to 
launch the Palliative Care Appeal 
for India at the Foreign and 
Commonwealth Office at 6.45. 


Luncheon 

London Chamber of Commerce 
met Industry 

Mr John MacGregor. Secretary of 
State for Transport, was the guest 
of honour at a luncheon of the 
London Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry held yesterday at 69 
Cannon Street Mr Brian Harris, 
president was host Among those 
present were: 

Alderman sir Hugh BldwelL Sir John 
Quinton. Alderman sir Alan TallL Mr 
John Collins. Mr John Norton. Mr 
John Parry and Mr Peter Foy- 

Recepdon 

Byron Society 

Lord Byron, president, with the 
Council of the Byron Society 
received members and guests at a 
reception hdd last night at the 
Royal Institution of Great Britain 
after Professor Malcolm KdsaQ 
had delivered a lecture to the 
society. Mr Michael Rees presided 
and Mr Alexander BryeH also 

spoke. 

Service dinner 

Corps of Royal Engineers 
General Sir George Cooper. Chief 
Royal Engineer, presided at a 
Corps guest night dinner held last 
night at the RoyaJ Engineers' 
Headquarters Mess, Chatham, to 
bid farewell to the Royal En¬ 
gineers' Postal Courier Service on 
ns transfer to the Royal Logistic 
Corps. 


The John Lyon 
School, Harrow 

Scholarships for September 1993 
Al 11«: N P Brown. Mount Stewart j 
Durrani, Gower House: M a Joseph. 
Broadfletds; L Manmatiiaralab. st 
Andrews; K Mohanadas, Lyon Parts D 
K Palmer. West Lodge. 

At 13*: Music Scholarship: C I E 
Davies. Quainion HaO. Academic 
sclxrfarsfilpc a Ghosh. Alpha. 



Archaeologists dig in * 
for working summer 

By Norman Hammond, archaeoiogy correspondent 


DOZENS of digs are looking 
for Yolunteere this summer, 
according to the journal Ar¬ 
chaeology. They indude sites 
from the Stone Age to the 
Middle Ages, and are lo cated 
across Europe from western 
Ireland to Red Square in 

Moscow. ' _' 

‘ ‘ Those wanting to excavate 
their own ancestry in Britain 
have a choice induding 
Criddey HzB. the Iron Age 
and neolithic ate in the Cots- 
wolds, a Roman vjHa at 
Piddington near Northamp¬ 
ton, the Raman fort of Aibeia 
at Sou* Shields on Tyneside, 
and the 14th-century 
gatehouse of Battle Abbey in 
Sussex. 

In Scotland there Is the 
long-running "Whithorn. 
Dig”, indudmg an early 
Christian church and monas¬ 
tery and a Viking settlernent, 
“while in Ireland, Edmund 
Spenser's home at Kilcolman 
Castle is being surveyed. 

- Across the Channel there - 
toe opportunities in Belgium, 
in tire medieval' towns of 
Stavelot and Lfege and at the 
palaeolithic cave site of 
Sdadina on the Meuse, while 
just across toe border in 

France the sanctuary of Cybele 

and Attis at Baudimont is one 
of several excavations taking 


place around Arras. Other 
digs are scattered ■ across 
Fiance, and indude Professor 
John Collis’s decade-long 
study of the beginnings of 
urbanisation in the Auvergne. 
Two contrasting sites Le 
Vieux Ch&teau in Burgundy, 
occupied from neolithic times 
unta the 36th cehnuy, and Le 
Port a trading village of the 
5 th century BC that lasted for 
only half a century before^ 
- bei n g abandoned. 

At the for end of Europe, 
exploration of medieval. Mos¬ 
cow is taking place almost 
under the Kremlin walls, and 
outside the city the summer 

of Peter the Great's - 
is being uncovered. In 
Ukraine, Canadian archaeolo¬ 
gists^ are looking for help in 
studying the. medieval city of 

Kamanfets-PodQsky- 

Many of toe. digs accept 
volunteers tty direct enrol¬ 
ment and sometimes they are 
fed and housed free."Other 
projects, charge for subsis¬ 
tence. and there is a flourish¬ 
ing "pay-to-dig” industry 
■where part of the fee {usually 
about half) is passed on to the 
excavator to help with* 
expenses: 

Source: Archaeology V0146 
No2: 


Hat with a history: an employee of an auction house in Munich shows off a cytinder hat 
that once belonged to the Duke of Wellington which is expected to sell for £14,000 next 
month. The duke, better known for innovations in footwear, is nevertheless credited 
with introducing this type of hat to fashionable British society in the 1830s 


Church news 


Utorgkal Co —j gjou 
The Veiy Rev David Standiffe. 
Provost of Portsmouth, to be 
Chairman of the Chinch of Eng¬ 
land Liturgical Commission, 
succeeding the Rt Rev Colin 
James. Bishop of Winchester, who 
retire s from the post in July. 
Other »ihmiihiii , < ate 
The Rev BUI Biker. Assistant Curate. St 
Anne. Sale to be vicar. St Andrew. 
Crewe (Chester) . . 

Tlie Rev s Imon Baker. Vicar, Shlnneid: 
' to be also Principal ot tbe Berkshire 
Christian Training Scheme (Oxford) 
The Rev David Bliss. Assistant Curate. 
Christ Church. Burn [wood and part- 
time Chaplain, St Manhears Hospital. 
Bnmtwood (Lichfield): to be. Team 
Wear designate In the proposed Aston 
Team Ministry w special responsi¬ 
bility for Todwtck {Sheffield) 

The Rev Peter Bowen. Vkar. River to 
be also Rural Dean of Dover 
(Canterbury) 

The Rev Paul Bracher. Assistant 
Curate. St John. SpaiWilfl: to be Priest- 
in-charge. St Richard. Lea Hall 
(Birmingham) 

The Rev tan Brochwood. Curate. St 
johnwst Francis. Seiadon: robe vicar. 
St Alban. Sooth Norwood (souffjwark) 
The Rev Mart Butman, non- 
stipendiary minister, wooonn w 
Glympton and udlington; to be 
Curate. Carterton (Oxford) 

The Rev Nick Bury, vicar. St peter-ta- 
Thanec to be also Rural Dean of 
Thanet (Canterbury) 

The Rev Charles Chadwick, curate. 
Great Mariow and Btsham: ro be Team 
vicar. Team Ministry of Great Marlow 
w Mariow Bottom, utile Mariow and 
Bisham, w responsibility for Utile 
Marlow and Bisham (Oxford) 

The Rev Roger Clarke, vicar. High 
Lane to be vrcac. Si Catherine. Heakl 
Green (Chester). 

The Rev John dements, curate. St 
James. Exeter to be vicar designate; 
WUhycombe Raleigh Team Ministry 
(Exeter) 

The Rev John coombs. Assistant 
Curate. Leveringion and Wisbech St 
Mary; to be Priesi-UKharge. Etnneth 
(EM 

The Rev Stephen Cornell: to be 
Dfocesan Missioner am) Bishop’s 
Chaplain for evangelism tor the 


diocese of wakefleld 
The Rev Peter Dodd. Vicar. Selby St 
Mary {Selby Abbey): to be fuD-ome 
r>i»piin u castle HDL Hospital. 
Cotnngham. Hull (York) 

The Rev Anthony ~Eagles. Curate, 
Mariow Axiom; to be Team Vlatc 
Team Ministry of Great Marlow w 
Mariow Bottom, little Mariow and 
w responsibility for Mariow 
Bottom (CbifOrd) 

The Rev David Frith: to be Curate. 
Maidstone All saints w St philips 
(Canterbury) 

The Rev David Grtmwood: to be 
Settlor Adviser with The council tor 
Social Responsibility. Maidstone 
(Canterbury) 

The Rev .David Hancock, Curate. 
. Maidstone All Saintsta be.-PriesMn- 
charge. SelUndge w Monks Horton 
and stowting and Lympne w West 
Hythe {Canterbury) 

The Rev Adrian Harbldge. Vicar, 
Chandler's Ford: to be also Rural Dean 
of Eastleigh (Winchester) 

The Rev David Hodgson. Rector, 
Laftus-ist-Cleveiand and Carffn Howw 
Sklnnlogrove: to be vicar, 
Middlesbrough. The Ascension (York) 
The Rev Canon David Holloway, 
Diocesan Ecumenic*) Officer, part- 
time Chaplain. HM Prison. Bristol, 
and Hon curate. St Michael on me 
Mount withoat (Bristol): to be vicar. St 
Gregory. Harfleid. same diocese 
The Rev Paul HOlt, priest-Uxtiaree, 
Lhfie Mariow w FteCkwtU Heath: tobe 
Incumbent, benefice of Flackwell 
Heath (Oxford) 

The Rev John Hunt. Reaot 
Btundesurn w Fllxron. Lound: to be 
Prlest-ln^charge, Kesslngtand. 
Gltlefiam (Norwich) 

The Rev Constandon Kaswaya. 
Anglican Church In Malawi: 
permission to officiate, diocese 
Birmingham 

The Rev Christopher Kemp, Assistant 
Curate. All Saints. Cbeadle Holme: to 
be Assistant Curate. St Saviour. Oxron 
w special responsibility for St 
Andrews Noaorum (Chester) 

The Rev Canon Fred inner. Rector. 
Moron: lo be also Rural Dean ot Quy 
(Sty) 

The Rev Jeffrey lynn. rormerty 
Chaplain HM Prison, Xlrfcham: to be 
Senior Anglican Chaplain. HM 
Prison. wakEfletd (WuceQeid) 

The Rev John Meek; to continue as 
Rural Dean of Bridlington (York) for a 
farther period of five years. . 


University news 

Sotrtumpttm 

The following have been ap¬ 
pointed to personal chairs: * 

Dr AG Lee (Bkxhemistty).X>r D 
A Ross (Physics). Dr L M Peter 
(Chemistry). 

The honorary tide and status of 
Professor wffl.be conferred on Dr P 
A Jacobs (Director, Wessex Re¬ 
gional Genetics Laboratory). 
Readerships have been conferred 
qn: Dr D A Nicafe (Efedtonksand 
Computer Science). Dr P Tyler 
(Oceanography}. Dr $ M Lewi?, 
(Mathematics). . . 

The honorary tide of Reader has 
been conferred on Dr M Cormack 
(Psychology). 

Hie following p romotions to Se¬ 
nior Lectureship have beat made 
Dr R M Crowder (Electrical En¬ 
gineering), Dr A Crowley (Eng¬ 
lish). Dr J M East (Biochemistry). 
Dr DFtnh (Mathematics). Dr JG 
Frey (Chemistry). Dr C J Garland 
(Physiology and Pharmacology), 
DrPAJdeGrootfPitysic&DrS J 
Keay .(Archaeology). Dr A P K 
Meredith (Law*. Dr S P Pinch 
(Geography). Dr R J Prnnington 
(ISVR). Ms S K Weare (Edu¬ 
cation). Dr J S Wilkinson 
(Electronics and Computing 
Science). 

Bath • 

Sir Denys Henderson. Chairman 
of ICI. wfll be installed as the new 
Chancellor at a ceremony in the. 
Assembly Rooms next Tuesday. 
Honorary doctorates in law wfll be 
conferred on Sir Robin fbbs, 
chairman of Lloyds Bank and 
Raymond Seitz, the American 
Ambassador. Sir John WtHs/Pro- 
CbanceQor of the u ni ve r s ity win 
become an honorary Doctor of 
Leners. 


Institute of 
Administrative 
Management . 

Hie following have successfully 
completed the December 1992 
examinations for the Institute’s 
Diploma in Administzative Man¬ 
agement * ■ 

R Ahmad: A P Allan: S Amos; A P 
Ashby; L J Ban; J A Chambers; Chan 
LHJrGOixngKwalCtaoaChayTuck 
Yin; K Cfceah Mel lian; Chen Fong 
Saw C Chla Kim Hian& K G Cbiam 
U Chin; aria Eih man: P Chong 
Chop vine Chong Suit Hoong; C 
Chow Lai Mens: Chua Al Key: ana 
Bee Hooru L Chua Bee Suaw chua 
Boey Not c Chua Cek Lan.- j Chua 
LtyKheng; Chua Slew Hook Chung 
tiweeUwT Curran: Fong OI Mens 
M Foo Jee Leng: J M Freeburn; Gon 
Mul hub: Gob Mai Nol; Goh Yong 
Lal;J S Greenwood; Gwee SlewGbee; 
j Han Al Phew Hen a Mya Kens c 
Henthom: ho C3uu choo; P A 
House: S Jackson; A H Johnson: A N 
Jugen; MKannaya: M WJ Kennedy; 
. JKhong Lai Lins KQh AhTOluS Bon 
Guancnye; Lam Mef Peng: Lan Mee 
Lin: s Lee Chong Yew j Lee Klin 
HonsJ Lee Stm Joan; Lee WaJTndc 
. LLeorig Poh Khunu Llm Bee LI: Urn 
Mu ay Muay: F Urn Mol Erie S Loh 
"Md MeL Lohwai lire LoocSey Yta 
Low Bee Lens B Low Puay Boone 
Ln YongYons a D Lurm; a lytfie 6 
MacKenrie: E Mak met Knew A D. 
McDowell; N Mohamed RaJungC 
Neo Stew Chens Ng Bee Keow; Ng 
lee Yah; Ng Slew Se No ratal Bte 
Mustafa: J png Gek Eng; j Ong 
PhalkSee; JOo Poh L)ns A-Pajotxe- 
GUL G Pearson; J Poo Soong Uan; D 
-Quek Kee Hul; V Quek Lay Ens A 
QnobGek Lan; S Seah Kim MnncE 
Seah Slew Choo;-See PhedcGeak: S 
Senousst M S hanm uga m ; M. S. 
Shipley: J Stm Mna: Sin Aik Mins 
A/L RamanNalrSri Bam NalnMT 
Stewart; J Saa Ju imjk Subba Piem 
Kumac Tan Busy imm; DTan Hong 
Sens Tan Fed: Ken^l Thn Pbeck 


Hons S Thn Slew 


Tang Kh 


Teh Sek Hbe: L Y Teo; Teo Kueh 
Hans ’raam -lal Kuea; s M 
Thompson; S Tom. Wing Bailey; a 
T ong'Ah May: Voo How Kheng; J 
Wang Hen Gain; KJ west s wimen 
A "Wong Ban.sens.M Wong Chye. 
rjou; F Wooc. slew Kit van YUen' 
Hoong: Yap img Leng. 


Marriage . 

MrR.GA.Nafl 
and MbrS.IL Wood 
The marriage took place on Sat¬ 
urday, March 20. at St Marys 
Church, Bibury, of Mr Richard 
George Ayfwin Nafl, younger son 
of Mr and Mis W.GJ. Nafl. of 
WcBow. Nottinghamshire, to Miss 
Sarah Hden Wood, eider daugh¬ 
ter of Mr and Mrs BJ. Wood, of 

Abtington, Gloucestershiie. • 


Forthcoming 

marriages: 

Mr MJ. Donald 
and Mis K. Clevedcy 
The engagement is announced 
between Made James, only son of 
Mr and Mrs CJ. Donald, and 
Karen, younger daughter of Mr 
I.G. Ckverfey and Mis H. 
Wooflin. ' 

Mr MJLF. Ewing 4 

and Miss LC. Stobart v,' 

The engagement -is announced 
between lieutenant Mark Ewing. 
The Black Watch (Royal Highland 
Regimem), elder son of Mr and 
Mrs John Ewing, of Venny 
TedbUra. Devon, and Lucy, only 
daughter of Mr into Mrs Ahstidr 
Sttfoait of Oterton, Hamptoire. 

The Hon Jonathan Hannsworth 
and Miss CC Oemenee 
The . engagement is announced 
{ between Jon^tan, son of Viscount • 
Rothertnereand thehue Viscount¬ 
ess Rotherroere, of Be St Louis. 

: Paris, at»ri Gfcmrifa; daughter of 
Mr and Mis TJ.‘ O emen ee. of 
Wilton Crescent.- Belgravia. 
.London. „ 

- Mr N. Harrison ' • 

and Mbps L.T.H. Smafi 
Hie. engagement: is announoed 
.between Nefl^dder son of Mr and 
Mrs Uoyd Hamron. of Dollar. 
Qa Am annamhire. and leander, 
daughter of Dr and Mcs MSdiad 
Smafl. of Kemp Town. Sussex. 

Mr J.CF. Howctt 
and MoslX Goodhrw 
The engagement is announced 
between James; younger son of Mr 
and Mis Paul Philip Howefl. of 
Burfidd HalL Wymondbam. Nor¬ 
folk. and Lucinda, only daughter 
ofMrGmtion Goodhew. of Ascot. 
Berkshire, and ' Mis Robert 
HoDond. of Kensington. London. 
MrFXL McKiMrin 
and Ms S.E. Buffenvortfa . 

The engagement is announced 
between Frederick, son of Mrand 
Mis W illiam McKibbin. of New .. 
York, and Sarah, daughterof Mr -f 
and Mis Colin - Butteiworti). of 
Wmch«er, Hampshire. 


Physics medal 

Professor David C. Hanna of 
Southampton University has won 
the Max Bom medal and prize for 
1993. The award is given jointly 
by the bistitute of Pfaygcs and the 
German Physical Society. 


TEL: 071 481 4000 


PERSONAL COLUMN 


FAX: 071 481 9313 


Lord, the earth is nned vvttb 
your unfading love: (each me 
your statu tes . 

Psalm 119:64 (REBl 


BIRTHS 


AGER - On March 77 nd . to Jin 
Johnson and John, a ion. 
Henry Rupert 

ATKINSON - On March Slat, 
in Oare (nfc Tear) and 
Graham. a daughter. 
Katherine Sarah, a jWw for 
Elizabeth. 

CAMERON - On March ZOtt) 
at The Portland Manual, to 
June! (May) and James, a 
daughter. Catherine, a staler 
for Ola. 

CHALK - On Chenemuun 
Gold Cup Dm - . Thursday 
March 18th. to Mary <n£e 
CaUHtehS) and Andrew, a 
beautiful son. Alexander 
Dominic. 

OtOME - On March 22nd. to 
Dana and Peter, a son. 
Beniamin Sacha, a brother 
for Josh and Susie. 

DOWNS - On March 19th at 
The Portland Hospital, to 
erica and Scott, a daughter. 
Savannah June, a stater for 
Alexandra and Annaoei 
GALPIM - On March i9th. to 
Nora tube arasicr) and Paul, 
a aon. Iain Alexander 
Arntyta^e. 

GREEN - On March 20 th 

IW1. to Dolores caiteraon. 

wife of Gary M Green, a 

daughter. Alice Isabelle Rose. 

a staler for EdwanL 
HIGGS - On Sunday 21 * 
March 1995, at Queen 
Mary's Hospital. 

Rochampton. to Lucy nice 

Middleton) and pmbj>. a son. 

Jack notgle*. Drydcn. 
LOCKHART - On )«tti March. 

at Ban. ro Elizabeth and 

David, a daughter. Setnamha 

Slaje. a sister far Cranley. 

MORMSH - On March 22 nd. 

to Frances (nee dflTord- 
Jones) and Charles, a 
daushler. Lucy Alexandra, a 
stater for baocL 
MURPHY - On 22od March. 
In Stanford. Connecticut. 
USA. to Ambrose and 
Nancy, a son. Peter James 
Henry, ttta toz- 
PAHKEK - On March 23rd. to 

lan and Mandy urfe Career). 

a son. a brother fbr Jackson. 

PIDSLEY - On 16th Match, to 

Debbie iote Han on and 

Ralph, a daughter. Emma. 


BIRTHS 


RANDLE - On aotfi March at 
WenbBj. Germany. to 
Brigitte and wmhun. a 
daughter. Matilda Rose, a 
stater for Georgina and Jack. 
TREGEAB - On 18th March 
1993. to Elizabeth fttee 
Burke) and Frauds, a son. 
Tbeo Benjamin. 
WOODffOUSE - On March 

20 th. to EnMt (oie Romer) 
ana wol a 
Beatrice Kate. 


DEATHS 


ALUSON - On Manrt 22nd 

1993 suddenly whilst an 

holiday. Charles Baird, much 

loved husband of Lucy and 

loving father ot Fiona and 

Morag and devoted 
grandfather. Service at Dm 
D owns Crematorium. Bear 

Rood. Brighton, on Friday 

March 26th at II.SO am. 

Fatuity flowers only, 
donations If desired to the 
Uons ante roteruaUanal 
Foundation. 257 Alcater 
RosKL South Hugs Heath. 
Blnnlnahaxn. Bid 6BT. 
ANSON - Suddenly on March 

22nd 1995. Robert Ptititp 

MJLCJ*. dearly loved 
husband. father and 
gr an df at her. Funeral on 
Saturday Audi Sid. 
llJCan. Holy Trinity 
Ornnh. Sakombe. Devon. 

No Dowers but donations. If 

desired, to tirtttah Heart 

Foundation or Aribritis and 

Rheumatism Council c/e 
John D. Andrews. Funeral 
Directors. KTOgsbridge. 
Devon TQ7 1 AL 
BARRY - On 23rd March 

1993. mtduili al borne. 

Frederick Dram -»-P- 

C.BX- aged 90 years. 
Husband cf the late Memna. 

father of Jo. Tim. Katlurine 

and David and grandfather 

10 many y"* *n iim i 
Requiem Maas at Herons 

Ghyn R.C. Omrdi on Mon¬ 

day 29th March al 11 am. 
Family flown* only. Dona¬ 

tions. If desired, to UdcfMd 
Hospital League of Friends. 

Naw Hospital Appeal, c/o 

Choper tt Son Funeral 
Service. Rate Cottage. Mew 
Town. UcfefteJd. East Sbsmx. 
Id; fORtifi) 765763. 


DEATHS 


SCARE (Morris) - Gwyneth 
Rosalind ate HID on 23M 
March 1993. peooefldy at 
The Hope Nursing Home. 
Cambridge, fanned by the 
Sacrament of the Sick and 
surrounded by her family. 
Remdan Mao and bwlal at 
New Hati Chelmsford al 12 
noon on her 90th birthday. 
Wednesday 51st March. 

BUTLER - Tony. died 
unexpectedly at home on 
20th Mann 1 993. Cremation 

at Mortiake Crematorium on 

Monday 29th March at 
12.30 pro. followed by 
private family pa thtet n g. A 
tragic toss far Ms mother, 
wife, son and ibmtilw. 

CHAPMAN - On MMcn 23rd 
peacefully at Wan e. LRU 
Late or the Coyptian Ministry 
of Education and UNESCO. 
Detovod father of Margaret. 
Patsy. Dtt and grandfatho- 
ef Richard. Mark. Edward 
and Jane. Body bequeathed 
for medical r esea rc h . 

DARBY - on March 23rd. 
peacefaBy at home. Thomas 
George Dolby of Cttdv. 

Dav entry. Thanksgiving 

Service at Catmhy Church 
Monday March 29th at 3 port. 
Donations If d esire d to Abbey 
House. Davantry or 

O marua da Caro Sc hem e c/o 
T. Bodily A Sens. Evetdon. 
DBvaby. Nmnuinm. 

FINCH - John of Hadtay 
Wood, Hera. OR March 22nd 
ut hospital, aged 63 yean. 
Treasured hMb ww d of 
Elizabeth and father of 
SUaww, Rhena. Ca ro li n e. 
Andrew and Otgay. 

Funeral Mass at Church of 
Chrtst the nng. CockRnKrs. 
on Tuesday March 30th at 
11 am. Please no flows* 
Donations IT dotted lo 

TLPMjS.- (Mdmatstogy 
Re se ar c h Fund. AFYfl. 

HammefSHttiT HopftaL do 
Cu*Bnd.Wl2.ar‘SRdd 
Trustees. Leabenda” c/o 
Prof. HofZbrand. Dent, of 
HanoaKdogy. Royal FTee 
HosnuaL NW3. 

GEN SHAHID KAMD - 
Peacefully on 12th March 
after a brief nhwas at 


DEATHS 


DEATHS 


HARDIE - On Friday 19th 

March 1993. at bis home to 

Cambridge. Alec aged 74 

years. Tnacrier and Pro f essor 

of Entfuti tn Hong Kang. 

JaapaNb CBVDUI ftliM 

The nmerel wffl take place 
on Tuesday 6th Agcil at 2 pm 
to the West Chapel ax 
Cambridge OuuwtoiL 
Emndries and floral tributes 
mould be dlreciad to The Co¬ 
operative Funeral Service. 
34 James Street. Cambridge. 
SeL (0223) 357044. 

LANE - On March nr 

Worthing 1 (nuptial. In hta 
86th year. Bertie Lane of 
Putoeroogh. West Sussex: 
beloved husband of Jeanne 

and of the late Phyths much 


grandfather. Funeral Service 

at The Church of st Mery. 

West ChfUngton. at 3 pm on 

Tuesday 30tt> Matt to be 

fallowed by private 

cremation. Family Down 

only, hat donations may be 

made to Queen 

Hospital Ham. Gttftad 
House. Worthing. Sussex. 
LAWSON Undo - On 23rd 
March 1993. Lfada Lawses 

(nfeNevde). moot loved wise 

of Ntehotoo. mother of Stiver 

and Matthew and dear m 

Stater of CriUwwU died 
peacefully after «n endi n tou 

Utocss bravely borne. She 

win be missed so nmdt 

Funeral Service ax Saosxny 

Oemauimn ax 12 noon on 

Slat March. Flowers to 
WlnchcorabesL 37 New Pane 
Street Der ma . WEB. 

MUm - Peacefully bt hostel 

on March Z3N. FtoBa «gtd 

77 years. Dear wife of the 

late Alan and beloved mother 

of Plana Mass at St Joseph's 

ararch. GuSdforti. on 

Friday March 26th M. 10 am 
foftowtd by ere roati on. 

Euuidilu tn PBnna Funeral 
Servian. GufldtbnL let 

(0483) 67394. 

MURRAY - Peacefully gn 
20th Mirth, aged 64 yean. 

Bants John Ketih Murray of 

PartoOL Hoband of Sylvia 

and footer to AvriL James. 

Patti. Lama. Margaret and 

Brace. For funeral service 

oetaBs please contact PhSUps 

Funeral Service. St ABmsm. 

tBk (0727) 891006. 


vtvtenbe. widow of Dereft 

S b w o n . much loved mo t her 

of Htiary and Richard and 
grandmother of Jeremy. 
Graham. Francis, Jenny aad 
vkfey. Foneral 12 noon 
Wednesday Slst March at 
No 


Arthritic A ssocia t ion c/o 
Ceotlrey Chuxth & Co. The 


Brio. RQ13 4MX. 
WWGATS - On 2oa» March 
1993, at home. Sytid 
D o uJU . OJBJE. aged 9L 


Raotel. Ores. Ooaataac s . 


Gobten Green Omnatoriua. 

Hoop Lana. KIWI 1. 12 noon 

on Tbasday 30th March. 
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ROR W XON • 

1990. in I r warel memory 
of my dear wife Anna. JoUL 
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THE TIMES THURSDAY MARCH 25 1993 

Obituaries 


Sir John McMichad, 

TRS, carduriogfet died on 

March 3 aged 88. Hc-was 
bornonJnly25,1904. 

JOHN McMichadwasoneof 
the pioneers of clinical science 
and an innovative cardiolo¬ 
gist At the end of the second 
world war he was one of the 
younger generation of medi¬ 
cal teachers in London who set 
out to place the capital fairly 
and squarejy on the map as a 
me d ical post graduate centre 
— particulady for men and 
women from the Common¬ 
wealth and the United States. 
For 20 yeats, from 1946 to 
1966. he was Professor of 
Medicine and director of the 
Royal Postgraduate Medical 
School of London at Ham¬ 
mersmith. then becoming di¬ 
rector of the ■ British 
Postgraduate Medical 
Federation. 

In this he was outstandingly 
successful. Hammersmith 
might have been- as inaccessi¬ 
ble a spot for a postgraduate 
medical school as anyone 
could have chosen but 
McMichari made the best of 
it, and was largely responsible 
for establishing its reputation. 
as one of the great postgradu¬ 
ate medical centres of fife' 
country. His major publica¬ 
tion in this period was his 
Pharmacology of the .Failing 
Human Heart which ap¬ 
peared in 1951. bat he also 
made numerous contributions ' 
to learned journals, in cardiac 
and cognate fields. With this 
background his ultimate move 
to directorship of die British 
Postgraduate Medical! Federa¬ 
tion, a post he occupied from 


George Moore, first vice- 
chancellor of Bath 

University, died on March 
6 aged 89. He was bom 
on Jtme l, 1903.■ ' 

THE work of George Moore 
spanned a remarkable era in 
British higher education. He 
attended King Edward’s 
School. Bath, then studied-at 
one of the last surviving pri¬ 
vately funded schools of phar¬ 
macy. the Bath College of 
Chemistry and. Pharmacy, 
where he obtained life FPS in 
1928. When in 1929 ihe 
college failed financially its 
pharmacy teaching was taken 
over by the Merchant Ventur¬ 
er's Technical College in Bris- * 
tol Moore was then appointed 
lecturer in pharmaceutical 
chemistry there. 

The faculty of engineering 
of Bristol University shared 
this building, with the late 
Professor Andrew Robertson, 
FRS. unusually holding the 
dual posts of dean of tlae- 
faailty, and principal of the 
Technical College. In 1938 
Moore became head of_ sci¬ 
ence, and in 1950 vice-princi¬ 
pal, of what had now become 
Bristol College of Technology, 
funded by the dty. He had 
gained valuable experience 
from being involved with the - 
two different groups of staff 
and students, and learnt much 
about academic leadership 
from Robertson, and from the 
late Sir-Fhfilip Morris, ihe 
rice-chancellor of Bristol Univ¬ 
ersity, ‘"who offered friendly 
advice and .guidance, Bristol 


SIR JOHN McMICHAEL 


MICHAEL CLARK HUTCHISON 


1966 to 1971. was particular¬ 
ly apposite. Here : he- spent 
useful and profitable years; 
-.consolidating the work-of his ’ 
predecessors arid playing a 
leading part in guiding fee' 
burgeoning of rngdirq] post¬ 
graduate education which 
marked the 1970a .. 

Itwas a period iawhidi the . 
management of heart atirarfo 
saw.the deatiFiate frdm the 
condition cot. by hatf.-an 
achievement of which fae. was - 
justfyproucLAt the same time, 
in a period when there Was a 


'.good in the community? be-' 

fore; being Tnedv^i scientists; 

he remained resohitefy of the 
-old school- Caring attitudes 
and fondness to patient* he 
sternly, reminded his young 
co l lea g ues’ at foe opening of. 
the World Congigs of Cardi¬ 
ology in London in 1970, of 
which he was president,, were 
no substitute for the applica¬ 
tion of detailed scientific- 
knowledge to medical condi¬ 
tions. The best medical care - = 
would always be based on a 
profound knowledge of organ-, . 
ic disorders. *. * 

John McMichad was edu¬ 
cated at Kirkcudbright Acade¬ 
my and - Edinburgh- 
University, where he graduat¬ 
ed in 1927, winning the Etries 
Scholarship as the outstand¬ 
ing medi cal graduate of the 
year. Six years later he was _ 
awarded a gold medal for his . 
MDthesis. ■" 1 

With a brilliant izndergrad- ... 
uate career behind him. John ; 
McMfchaeL let it be known 
that a career specialising in the . 
then still novel branch of 



medicine thai had been la¬ 
belled dmical science was his 
aim in life. His research 
interests were predominancy 
in the. field of cardiology and 
included important contribu¬ 
tions to the understanding of 
the mechanism of the failing 
heart and of high blood pres¬ 
sure. He was the first man in 


GEORGE MOORE 





University recognised the con¬ 
tribution Moore had made to 
the bamoomous operation of 
foe sharing of a building and 
resources, by the award of an 
honorary MSc in 1953. 

In 1954. the dty of Bristol 
expanded foe college, now die 
Bristol College of Science and 
Technology — and appointed 
Moore as its principal. This 
gave him his first major op¬ 
portunity for his administra¬ 
tive and leadership skills, in 


bringing three colleges togeth¬ 
er on a new ate to occupy, the 
converted Muller's Orphan¬ 
ages; and Integrating them to 
form an institution capable of 
awarding the new “Diploma 
in Technology"- The minister 
of education in 1956, in 
response to the demand for an 
increase in higher technologi¬ 
cal education, designated nine 
"Colleges of Advanced Tech¬ 
nology" including Bristol A 
further demand on Moore's 


administrative .drills came in 

1962 when these colleges were 
transferred from focal to cen¬ 
tral funding, each with an 
independent governing body, 
a complex transition which he 
organised effectively. 

This was a stage in the 
growth of the college when 
critical staff appointments par¬ 
ticularly at senior level; had to 
be made in order to establish 
is long-term potential. Moore 
took this aspect of his responsi¬ 
bilities very seriously, giving 
much time and attention to 
the selection and appointment 
of the most promising youn¬ 
ger candidates. 

The Robbins committee re¬ 
port cm higher education in 

1963 recommended that the 
Colleges of Advanced Tech¬ 
nology should be designated 
as technological universities. 
This meant a move to a new 
site, and after foe City of 
Bristol rejected a chosen site; 
Moore, with two industrial 
governors, and one academic 
governor, started exploring 
many rites. 

Attending a concert at his 
old -school in Bath, he men¬ 
tioned his difficulties to Dr 
Brand, director of education 
in Bath fin those pre-Avon 
days). His response was imme¬ 
diate, and within days the 
offer of 200 acres of the city's 
school playing-fields was 
made, and finally confirmed, 
though only by a small mar¬ 
gin of council votes. 

Moore's great talents for 
setting up a large organisation 
came to foe fore. He devoted 
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Britain to apply the technique 
of cardiac cafoerisation. a 
method through which he 
made a major contribution to 
diagnostic accuracy in heart 
surgery. 

In due course he migrated 
to London, where he held a 
Beit Memorial Fellowship at 
University College Hospital. 


Subsequent he was award¬ 
ed the Johnston and Lawrence 
Fellowship of the Royal Soci¬ 
ety, and joined the staff of the 
department of medicine at 
what was u become foe Royal 
Postgraduate Medical School 
of London, ax Hammersmith. 
With foe traditional determ¬ 
ination of Scotsmen. 
-JMcMichad. never deviated 
from what was to him foe 
straight and narrow path of 
duty. And a combination of 
native shrewdness and intel¬ 
lectual ability allowed him in 
- large part to achieve his ambi¬ 
tion. He may not have become 
a leader of men and, as so 
often happens, his undergrad¬ 
uate apaffipmfr brilliance may 
not have betokened that touch 
of genius that is necessary for 
bmfiance in research work 
later in life. But he achieved 
high office and he acquired an 
international reputation in the 
fidd of postgraduate medical 
educatian. 

Academic and professional 
honours fell on him thick and 
fast He was awarded honor¬ 
ary degrees by the universities 
of Edinburgh. Melbourne, 
Newcastle, Birmingham, 
Sheffield, Dublin and Colum¬ 
bus (Ohio). In 1957 he was 
elected FRS and other awards 
bestowed on him were the 1 
Cullen Prize of foe Royal i 
College of Physicians of Edin¬ 
burgh and the Moxon Medal 
of the Royal College of Physi¬ 
cians of London. He was 
knighted in 1965. 

He was twice married, first, 
in 1942, to Sybil E. Blake, by 
whom be had four sons. She 
died in 1965 and he married, 
secondly, SbefiaM. Howaith. 


himself to securing the fi¬ 
nances from the University 
Grants Committee, the selec¬ 
tion of the architects and 
-buflders, the physical plan¬ 
ning, and dealing with the 
planning committee of the 
design-conscious Bath, which 
as a “focal boy” he could 
handle wdL He also coped 
with the transfer of over 2,000 
students and staff from Bristol 
to Bath in a phased move over 
three years. 

.' -'He led his staff in the 
planning of the organisation 
of foe academic structure of 
foe new university, which was 
highty innovative, and dele¬ 
gated much responsibility 
downwards. He had a quiet 
ability to obtain a consensus 
after many conflicting views 
had been put forward, and he 
was accessible to all levels of 
staff. He concentrated particu¬ 
larly on involving foe student 
bodies, a policy which resulted 
in Bath being free of foe 
student unrest which, beset 
many other universities a few 
years later. 

With the granting of the 
charter in 1966 he became 
vice-chancellor, and foe univ¬ 
ersity members were pl eased 
in 1968, as a marie of their 
admiration for aD that he had 
done to establish foe new 
buildings on a superb rite, to 
award him an honorary LLD. 

Moore retired foe following 
year. He had recognised the 
importance of good relations 
with foe dty. and encouraged 
the setting-up of many joint 
“town/gown" societies. He 
and his wife Dora had been 
stalwart supporters of foe 
thriving gardening dub. with 
is regular meetings in foe 
university, which they contin¬ 
ued to enjoy in retirement 

George Moore had suffered 
much pain for many years 
with increasingly disabling ar¬ 
thritis. but had always main¬ 
tained a cheerful and pleasant 
relaxed manner. The week 
before he died he talked with 
pleasure about the very high 
rating in research and teach¬ 
ing. and the maximum fund¬ 
ing. just awarded to Bath 
University, a tribute to foe 
foundations he had laid. The 
landscaped campus with over 
£30 million spent on buildings 
is a fitting memorial to a 
modest man who achieved so 
much. He is survived by his 
wife and daughter. 


Micbad Clark Hutchison. 

Conservative MP for 
Edinburgh South from 

195710 1979. died on 
March 21 aged 79. He 

was born on February 26, 
1914. 

M TCHAEL dark Hutchison, 
member of a notable Scottish 
legal and political family, was 
not a man for extravagant 
gesture baton foe early morn¬ 
ing of July 13. 1962, he 
stopped foe London-bound 
night sleeper by pulling the 
communication cord south of 
Edinburgh. He had just read 
in an early edition of 77ie 
Scotsman that Harold Mac¬ 
millan had sacked one third of 
his cabinet, inducting Jack 
Maday, foe Scottish Secre¬ 
tary. to whom Hutchison was 
parliamentary private 
secretary. 

His decision to return to 
Edinburgh, even if it meant 
halting an express train, was 
an indication of his strength of 
feeling. He was shocked by the 
extent of the Macmillan mas¬ 
sacre and felt his plaoe was at 
Sr Andrew's House while 
Maday, later Viscount 
Muirshiel, was dearing his 
desk. Hutchison put a high 
value on loyalty. He was loyal 
to his political master on this 
occasion and throughout his 
life be felt a particular loyalty 
to the Commonwealth. This 
led him to fight against British 
entry into the European Com¬ 
mon Market His loyalty io the 
Union made him in turn a 
leading opponent of Scottish 
devolution. 

Hutchison, son of Sir 
George Clark Hutchison, a 
notable KC of his day who sat 
for North Midlothian in foe 
1920s, was educated at Eton 
and Trinity College. Cam¬ 
bridge. He was called to the 
Bar in 1937. He soon started 
a commercial career, however, 
and was employed first in 
South America and then in 
Australia. When war was de¬ 
clared he dedded to make for 
the nearest recruiting office 
instead of returning to Eng¬ 
land and enlisted in the Aus¬ 
tralian Imperial Fortes as a 
private. He served as corporal 



and sergeant before gaining a 
commission. He had an ad¬ 
venturous war, seeing active 
service first in the Western 
desert and then in New Guin¬ 
ea. and ended as a major in 
the Australian military mis¬ 
sion in Washington. 

On demobilisation he again 
turned his back on foe law and 
joined the colonial service. He 
was an assistant district com¬ 
missioner in Palestine and 
served later in Aden, original- 
ty as political officer and 
eventually as assistant secre¬ 
tary. Hutchison was a resolute 
right-winger on most things 
even in those days, but those 
who served with him said that 
his doubts abort British poli¬ 
cies in both countries revealed 
a surprisingly liberal turn of 
mind. 

Heleft the colonial service to 
fight the hopeless Motherwell 
constituency in 1955 but was 
successful in winning the 
nomination for the safe seat of 
Edinburgh South in a by- 
election in 1957. In the Com¬ 
mons he spoke seldom but 
always with the authority of a 
carefully prepared brief. 

He introduced several pri¬ 
vate member's bills, mostly 
dealing with legal matters in 
Scotland. In addition to being 
parliamentary private secre¬ 
tary to Jack Maday he was at 
various times PPS to the 
Financial Secretary to foe 
Treasury, the Civil Lord of the 


Admiralty and the Lord 
Advocate. 

Although normally an ultra- 
dependable member of his 
party he voted against British 
entry to the European Com¬ 
munity in 1971. His Austra¬ 
lian experiences had made 
him a vigorous Common¬ 
wealth man and he resented 
whai he regarded as the 
betrayal of foe white domin¬ 
ions. He was instrumental in 
founding the organisation 
called Scottish Conservatives 
Against the Treaty of Rome. 
During the referendum de¬ 
bates on Scottish devolution 
he was one of the 16 Scottish 
MPs who remained in reso¬ 
lute opposition. 

In 1978 he announced his 
retirement from the Com¬ 
mons after h had become dear 
that he would have difficulty 
in being readopted in Edin¬ 
burgh South. It may be that 
his uncharacteristic rebellion 
against Europe restored in his 
failure to receive the knight¬ 
hood which then, as now, was 
foe customary reward for slav¬ 
ish subservience to the whips. 

He involved himself closely 
with foe fate of foe Falkland^. 
He pleaded with successive 
governments to make dear to 
Argentina foal the sovereignty 
of the islands was not negotia¬ 
ble. When he retired from the 
Commons he continued to 
support foe cause of foe island¬ 
ers. both before and after the 
invasion of 1982. Again, his 
feelings were influenced by his 
previous career. As a former 
colonial officer he felt the 
islanders should never be 
abandoned. 

For a short period he sat in 
foe House alongside his broth¬ 
er, Sir Ian Clark Hutchison, 
MP for Edinburgh West from 
1941 until 1959. Both were 
similar in appearance, style 
and political beliefs. Sir lan, 
now 90. is still active. 

Hutchison was married in 
1937 to Anne Taylor, a dergy- 
man’s daughter. They met 
when she was at Girton and 
he was at Trinity and their 
outstandingly happy marriage 
ended only with her death in 
1989. They had a son and a 
daughter. 


MARK HUGHES 


Mark Hughes, Labour 
MP for Durham from 
1970 to 1983 and for the 
City of Durham from 
1983 to 1987. dkd on 
March 19 ago! 60. He 
was born on December 
18.1932. 

MARK Hughes, regarded as 
future ministerial material 
from foe moment he entered 
the Commons as one of the 
brightest members of the 
1970 intake, has died after a 
career which never fulfilled its 
earty promise. His centre-right 
views did not help him at a 
time when his party was 
veering towards foe left But a 
drink problem which led to 
several court appearances 
caused increasing worry to his 
friends. He dedded not to seek 
re-election in 1987. 

Hughes’s father, foe son of a 
Staffordshire miner, became 
Professor of History at Dur¬ 
ham University and if was this 
city which provided Hughes 
with his education and a seat 
which he held for 17 years. 
After Durham School he went 
to BallioL where he joined the 
Labour party. For a period he 
seemed destined to follow his 
father as an academic. 

After obtaining his PhD at 
Newcastle, and lecturing at 
Manchester, he became a 
lecturer in economic history at 
Durham from 1960 to 1970. 
He was returned for Durham 
in 1970, theyearof the Heath 
election triumph, and spent 
four years in Opposition while 
obtaining a reputation as a 
high-flyer. (One of those 
whom he particularly im¬ 
pressed was the late Dick 
Crossman, who, characteristi¬ 
cally, once claimed to have 
recognised in him an early 
version of himself.) His almost 
universal good reputation at 
Westminster did not, though. 



extend to his constituency 
patty, and he had some trou¬ 
ble in getting re-elected be¬ 
fore Labour's victory in the 
first election of 1974. 

He was appointed almost 
Immediately parliamentary 
private secretary to Joel 
Barnett, then Chief Secretary 
to the Treasury and later Lord 
Barnett From 1975 to 1979 
he also served as a member of 
the European Parliament 
and. although this external 
commitment may have de¬ 
prived him of any immediate 
prospect of office, it was dur¬ 
ing this period of his dual 
mandate thai he first came to 
be regarded as an expert on 
agriculture. He was appointed 
an Opposition spokesman on 
agriculture in 1 980 and held 
the post, with increasing suc¬ 
cess, until 1986, though he 
continued to have trouble with 
his local party. 

There was an attempt to 
remove him on the ground 
that he had neglected his 
constituents by moving his 
home to foe Home Counties. 
Nor did his support for Denis 


Healey against Tony Benn in 
the I9S1 deputy leadership 
election help him locally: to his 
left-wingers it seemed to prove 
that he was moving steadily to 
the right He was fiercely 
opposed to Militant and there 
was yet another bid to de-select 
him before foe 1983 election. 

He survived yet again, how¬ 
ever. and it was not until foe 
approach of the 1987 election, 
with foe boundary changes 
also making his life complicat¬ 
ed, that he became the first 
member of Nefl Kinnock’s 
frombench team to announce 
his retirement from the Com¬ 
mons rather than endure yet 
another bruising re-selection 
process. By that time, though, 
his promise appeared to be 
dying as visibly 35 his enthusi¬ 
asm for foe life of politics. He 
was the kind of Opposition 
M P — government no doubt , 
would have been a different 
story — who tended to find his 
greatest fulfilment away from 
the torrid atmosphere of the 
Palace of Westminster. 

He was a valued member of 
the executive committee of foe 
British Council, serving as its 
vice-chairman for seven years, 
and he was also a member of 
the general advisory council of 
the BBC, 1976-84. But he 
never lived up to his early 
academic attainments in 
terms of writing, having no 
published works to his name. 

He was married in 1958 to 
Jennifer Boobyer, and she 
survives him, together with 
their son and two daughters. 


THE obituary (March 24) of 
Franco Nogueira, a former 
Portuguese foreign minister, 
was wrongly ilharrated by a 
photograph of Vasco Vieira 
Garin, who was Portugal's 
representative at the United 
Nations. 


A very singular case was derided 
yesterday in the Central Criminal Court. 
Dr. Whitefbrd, a physician practising in 
London, was convicted on his own 
admission of forging a document pur¬ 
porting to be a reprieve issued from foe 
Home Office on behalf of a criminal 
named Charles Shurety. who lay under 
sentence of death in Newgate for the 
murder of a child. The prisoner pleaded 
gttihy in the course of foe proceedings, 
though at first he had seemed disposed 
to dray foe charge. It appears that Dr. 
Whitefbrd had taken great interest in 
Shurety's case, and had become painful¬ 
ly excited over it He had convinced 
himself that the crime for which Shiirety 
was convicted was really onty one of 
manslaughter, and had exerted himself 
to get foe sentence of death commuted. 
With this object he had entered into 
communication with the Home Office, 
and on the day before the execution he 
had sought an interview first with Mr. 
Cross and afterwards with Mr. Liddell, 
the Under-Secretary. without success. 
On January 5, the morning of foe 
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In this strange case, a London physician 
was convicted of forging a Home Office 
reprieve on behalf of a man about to be 
executed for child murder. 

execution. Mr. Smith, foe Governor of 
Newgate, received a letter purporting to 
come from the Home Office and 
countermanding the execution. Prepa¬ 
rations were at that moment being 
made for carrying the sentence into 
effect, and Mr. Smith, having consulted 
with foe other officials present came to 
the conclusion that the letter was a 
forgery, and allowed foe execution to 
proceed. When the letter was subse¬ 
quently examined, it was found to be in 
foe same handwriting as foe commun¬ 


ications which Dr. Whiiefonl had 
addressed to the Home Office, and 
accordingly that gentleman was indict¬ 
ed on a charge of forgery. As he 
ultimately pleaded guilty, the evidence 
against him was not produced. It was 
alleged in his defence that his mental 
balance had been upset by the excite¬ 
ment caused by his advocacy of 
Shuretys case, and that he could not be 
held responsible for his actions. This 
line of defence, however, was not 
persisted in. as it was pointed out by Mr. 
Justice Denman, who tried the case, that 
it would result in the confinement of Dr. 
Whiteford during Her Majesty’s Plea¬ 
sure; and as foe counsel for foe 
prosecution only claimed a conviction 
for an offence of misdemeanour at 
common law, sentence was passed to 
that effect, and Dr. Whiteford was 
condemned to pay a fine of £50 and to 
undergo two months’ imprisonment 
without hard labour The sentence 
passed on Dr. Whiteford is light in itself, 
though it may be heavy in its conse¬ 
quences to a man in his position. ' 
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South Africa built nuclear bombs 

■ South Africa admitted for the first time yesterday that it 
had built six atom bombs. President de Klerk said they had all 
been dismantled. 

The confirmation of what had long been suspected came at 
a specially summoned joint meeting of the country's three 
houses of parliament The programme had been established 
in 1974 but only six of the seven planned devices had been 
completed when it was terminated in 1990.Pages 1,14 

Dubliners sign books of condolence 

■ People in Dublin turned out in their thousands yesterday 

to sign books of condolences to be sent to the mayor of 
Warrington in the wake of the IRA bombings at die weekend. 
They queued all day at the General Post Office on O’Connell 
Street, some waiting up to half an hour.Pages 1, 3 


Teacher ‘raped’ 

The alleged rape of a teacher by 
a 13-year-old pupil in a south 
London comprehensive school 
yesterday prompted an emer¬ 
gency check on school safely pro¬ 
cedures by the London borough 
of Southwark. The incident, if 
substantiated, would be the first 
case in Britain of a teacher being 
raped by a pupil-.Pages I. 3 

Yeltsin manoeuvres 

President Yeltsin yesterday 
dropped the introduction of dir¬ 
ect presidential rule he an¬ 
nounced at the weekend in a 
move calculated to ward off prep¬ 
arations by hardliners to im¬ 
peach him.Pages 1,11 

Press law proposed 

Newspapers could be ordered to 
pay compensation to aggrieved 
readers and subjected to unlimit¬ 
ed fines, under sweeping 
changes to existing rules for 
press regulation proposed by the 
all-party national heritage select 
committee.Pages |, 5 

Adoption advice 

Adoption agencies were advised 
yesterday not to place children 
under the age of two with cou¬ 
ples who smoke. The advice, 
from the country's largest adop¬ 
tion charity, drew immediate 
criticism from Tim Yeo. the 
health minister, who said adop¬ 
tion was no place for “dogma or 
ideology”.... Page 4 

New city planned 

More than 10,000 acres of dere¬ 
lict land either side of the River 
Thames will be transformed into 


a dry for the 21st century and a 
“superb bridgehead" into 
Europe, the government an¬ 
nounced yesterday. The project, 
unveiled by Michael Howard, 
the environment secretary, is de¬ 
signed to create 100,000 jobs, 
the same number of homes and 
7.5 million sq ft of office space in 
east London, south Essex and 
north Kent.Page 6 

Bosnia Serbs fight on 

Lord Owen and Cyrus Vance, 
the international mediators on 
Bosnia, have acknowledged pub¬ 
licly what has been increasingly 
obvious for weeks: that the Bos¬ 
nian Serbs, who are enjoying 
success on the battlefield, have 
no intention of signing their 
peace plan for the former Yugo¬ 
slav republic soon Page 10 

Hong Kong fears 

Peking took the first step yester¬ 
day towards establishing a com¬ 
mittee that many people in 
Hong Kong fear could become a 
shadow government, crippling 
the British administration in the 
years before 1997-.Page 14 

Suspect spirited out 

Mahmud Abu-Halima. 34. a 
former New York taxi driverwho 
is a prime suspect in last month's 
bombing of the World Trade 
Centre in New York, was 
whisked out of Egypt yesterday 
by a team of United States feder¬ 
al agents and taken back to 
America for trial. The doak-and- 
dagger operation was confirmed 
by the Egyptian authorities only 
after the plane carrying him bad 
taken off—..Page 15 


Porn channel relishes red hot sales 

■ Red Hot Television won the go-ahead in the High Court 
yesterday to challenge the government’s plans to outlaw the 
pornographic satellite channel. Later Mark Garner, of Red 
Hot Television, said he was delighted the challenge would go 
ahead and was also happy with the boost to sales of decoders 
brought about by the publicity.Page 4 



Easy rider: John Prescott, Lab our’s transport spokesman, joining hundreds of motorcyclists yesterday on a symbolic ride to .;. 
Westminster. They want the government to vote against an EC proposal that could ban high perfonnancemotorcyde engines • 


Record profits: The Halifax Build¬ 
ing Society recorded record profits, 
up from £326 million to £449 mil¬ 
lion. despite the depressed housing 

market-.... Page 23 

Economic view: Anatole Kalestsky 
urges politicians to be bold in 
changing policy and to blame their 
predecessors for the mess they have 
inherited-Page 27 

Markets: Shares recovered from 
heavy losses in early trading yester¬ 
day to end almost unchanged. 
After suffering a 17.4 point fall the 
FT-SE 100 index dosed down just 
0.5 at2.860.6. The pound dosed at 
$1.4843. up .10 cents, and at 
DM2.4172. down .59 pfen¬ 
nigs.-..Page 26 


Rowing: The coaching talent work¬ 
ing with the Oxford and Cam¬ 
bridge crews for the Boat Race on 
Saturday would do justice to a nat¬ 
ional team but two men have a 
special responsibility to apply the 
finishing touches.-.... Page 42 

Motor racing: Formula One col¬ 
leagues Alain Prost and Damon 
Hill have offered contrasting opin¬ 
ions on the threat posed to their 
sport by IndyCar racing in the 
aftermath of Nigel Mansell's tri¬ 
umphant debut_Page 44 

Golf: Patricia Davies previews The 
Players’ Championship, which gets 
underway at Saw grass in Florida 
today with its £1.69 million prize 
money .... Page 40 


Figuring Oscar At the age of 65 
old unde Oscar could stfflbe about 
to spring a few surprises on his 
favourite nephews and nieces. 
Sheridan Moriey on next week’s 

Academy Awards —Page 16 

Moshe's daughter: YaeJ Dayan, 
novelist feminist left-wing agitator 
and daughter of the war hero, has 
beoome Israel’s most controversial. 
politician and some would say the 
most hated™ -_-Page 16 


Cruel deception: A popularviewis 
growing in the United' States that 
HIV has nothing to do with the 
development of Aids. The truth is 
the apposite_Page 17 


Sex, shopping aid opium: Cather¬ 
ine Deneuve stars in . ^ Frendi 
film Indothine, rdeased in Britain 
this week: a sensuous slice of life in 
1930s Saigon—Piage 33 
Dench goes Wed: Judf Dench 
leads the castof Shaffer's ^Terrorist 
play”, The Gift pf ike Gorgon; ititp 
the West End_Page 34. 


Star of India: VTkram Seth’s prodi¬ 
gious 1,349-page novel. A Suitable 
Boy, is reviewed byiitetaiy editor 
Daniel Johnson.—.—.Page 37 
Many monarcha: Woodrow Wyatt 
enjoys Veronica Maclean’s four of 
the world’s reigning crowned 
loads.--.-Page 36 



PeterTilley, the social 


prepare the way for 
big cuts in his 
department’s budget 
Paige 7 


Pamela Harriman. 
the millionaire grand 
dame of Democratic 
fund-raising, is to be 
nominated as 
American 

ambassador to France 
Page 15 


EzerWeizman.a 
former RAF fighter 
pilot turned 
peacemaker, was 
elected president of 
Israel by the Knesset 
yesterday 
Page 15 


THE TIMES TOMORROW 


Adieu, Monsieur Rock! 

■ David Toop asks'what Bruno lion, the French 
minister for rock, .achieved in his brief but colourful 
reign 

Valerie Grove on Vlkram Seth 

■ Should we be comparing Vikrain Seth to Tolstoy 
and Proust? Valerie Grove meets the author of A 
Suitable Boy 

Under orders for the Flat 

■ As the new flat season comes. under: Starter’s 
orders, Richard Evans, The Times raring corres¬ 
pondent, reports from Doncaster on all the action 


Arthur Daley (George Ctrfe) heads 
for Australia to daim an unexpect¬ 
ed inheritance in Minder (ITV. 
S.30pm). But there are rival 
damans—— Page 43 


Afine mess 

The heritagetnmmittee’s report on 
the.press is a muddle wherein Q1 
wifi. good, intentions and careless 
disdain squat uneasily side by side. 
It is no leas threatening to esse ntia l 
liberties than was the Cakutt re¬ 
port —■ aqd, because oLthe manner 
in which it has been produced, may 
yet be aB the more dangerous than 
its predecessor---......-.. Page 19 

Green shoots 

At apopularlevd Mrs McHugh 
andthethonsandsof Dubliners 

who si g n their m n^rv1PT>r«y Q i .Tfs y fe 

the General Post Office izLO’Con- 
ndl 'Street' the rife of the 1916 
Easter Rising, may hdp toexfinase 
Ireland’s ghosts-—— Page 19 


WILLIAM REESrMOGGf 

Maastricht is a federal treaty for a r~ : 
federation that does not exist, based 
on assumptions about German 
power that have already been con- . 
tradicted by events . the main 
significance of the treaty is that it 
prevents serious discussion of the 
European. response to the real 
issues-—-Page 18 

PHILIP HOWARD 

A world in which everybody pro¬ 
nounced English in the same way 
would be. a nightmare dystopia. 
Lucidly, this will never happen. In 
spite of its wild regionaland dass 
variant pronunciations and stress¬ 
es, English is a lazy language to , t 
speak. It does not deploy as wide a . 
variety of the vocal organs as other 
languages—■___Page 18 


Correspondents differ cm whether a 
young map charged with computer 
Trarfrfng should have frten acquit¬ 
ted - after.., a defence, of 


^obsesaon”—U., 


Page [9 


The Russian people have far great¬ 
er authority than any partiamen- 
tarians cfaoseriunder the old Brezh¬ 
nev constitution. But the risk here is 
that they win rote-hot on democra¬ 
cy but an the quality of personal 
and nationalise they, have experi¬ 
enced with Mr Yeltsin as president 
Heisvulnerabfetoafloodofcitizen 
grievances. This is what makes it 
necessary for Mr Clinton and oth¬ 
ers to go beyond symbolic politics 
into the concrete realm of foreign 
aid - 

. . The Washington Post 
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Fine, dry and sonny, apart 
from some early light rain over 
^ northwest Scotland and the occasional shower over East Anglia. 

Patchy doud will develop by afternoon, but frieze will be sunny 
™ spells in most areas. Winds will be generally light, and 
no temperatures above seasonal normal. Outlook: fine ana settled, 
Ik but becoming windy with some rain in northwest Scotland on 
Saturday. 
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PROTECT 



■ Lent! Alexander. • 
chairman of National 
Westminster Bank, - 
called for a single retail 
Tauter to protect the 
private investor 
- Page 25 


PUNCTURE 


Anatole Kaletsky warns 
that the Budget may 
cause atemporaiy . - : 
relapse in the post- ‘ : 
ERM recovery that is' 
dearly underway -- 
• Page27 ' 



PLUMMET 


IA5MO 


LasmofostB85-!*' 
mflb'ooin 1992,. the 
- first 61 B year.®. 
ownership ofUttraraai. 
and is cutting the'- 
dividend *•. 
Page24 ' 
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more cats 


- By Lindsay Cook 

■V ; .V. , MONEY EDITOR - • 

HALIFAX borrowess are 
tmfikeiy to benefit from any 
furjhec cut in base rates, file 
largest braiding society said 
yesterday. The society record 
pre-tax profits of £630 rail- 
Jionin tbe wosst year for the 
braising market since the 
second wfrrid war. 

‘ Jim Birrefl. 4iief executive. 
Said be did not expect abase 
rate cut- bnt should one hap-. 
j»en. tbe sodefy*s first concern 
-wou&lbe its sa^ers: “Justus 
when interest rates rose we 
shielded file borr o w er s, if 
there were & interest rate 
reduction vre would be con- 
cenpedabout the position of. 
investors primarily”' 

Jon Fotdds. the -chairman, 
said: “From late 1992 and 
into this year, our concerns 
hiveafco increasmgjybeen tor 
-our-investors. Falling interest, 
rates have a harsh impact on 
older investors using interest 
income- to supptement their 
pensions. We yw also need a 
reasonable Bow of retail sav¬ 
ings ini 99 3.” 

He added that there was no 
'immediate danger, at a mort¬ 
gage rate'rise because ofthe 
threat from National Sayings, 
which retoimriied ife FlKffT 
Option Bond on Monday. 
“We do Dot want the rapid fall 
in interest rates over toe past 
'several, months to lead to a 
major switch of funds away- 
from traditional savings, or 
wpise-stiB do. serious, damage 
to tfesmongs ethic." 

Savers were the main rea- 


■Ai 


■t Britain’s biggest building society 
believes a further base rate cut is unliEeiyand 
that savers should not suffer further 
erosion of their investment income 


son why the society had not 
matched all recent base rare 
aits with mortgage and savers 
reductions, he said. 

John Wriglesworth, analyst 
with UBS Phillips & Drew, 
. said: “I do not think mortgage 
rates vnB come down more 
than 0.3 per cent if base rates 
fell by a full percentage point 
If there was a half per cent cut 
lenders would not move." 

Profits at Halifax, the larg- 


estmortgage tender, rose 8 per 
cent despite a rise in provi¬ 
sions, including suspended 
interest to £449 minion (£326 
miffion). 

Mr BirreD, chief executive, 
said applications for roort- 
gages had been climbing since 
January and were now at 
1,400 a day. This was more 
than double last year's low 
point in September, when 
applications fen to between 


^,$00 and 600 a day. 

’ Retail balances increased by 
'££9“bfflSori and the society 
made more use of wholesale 
■ funding- Wholesale balances 
increased by £1 billion to £8.3 
billion and assets by 7 percent 
to £62.8 billion. 

The society also halved the 
number of homes it repos¬ 
sessed but only 420 home- 
owners benefited from the 
mortgage rescue scheme 
launched the previous Decem¬ 
ber. The number of people 12 
months or more in arrears 
rose from 18.061 to 22,486. 

Mortgage lending dropped 
by 34 per cent last year but the 
Halifax increased its share of 
the market to 18 percent 


B&Q escalates DIY price war 

By Martin Waller, deputy cnY editor 


B&Q, Britain’s biggest DIY 
chain, is this week intensifying 
the price war thai has threat¬ 
ened to put some of its smaller, 
rivals out of business with a 
.further round of steep perma¬ 
nent price cuts by Easter. 

The company, part of the 
Kingfisher retail group that 
includes Woofrvorih, Super- 
drug and Comet, is cutting 
prices by 10 to 15 per cent on 
300 key items and extending 
the 15 par cent markdown on 
paint. Prices will then be cut 
on a further 200 core items. 

In the year to endJarmary, 
Kingfisher’s pre-tax profits Ml 
from £227.7 miOton to £210.9 


minion, reflecting tow con¬ 
sumer spending. However, 
the figure was also after a 
£23-5 million ‘ exceptional 
item, a writedown in the value 
of the group's property portfo- 
lio offset by property disposals. 

At the pre-exceptional level, 
profits were E234.4 million 
(£ 221.8 million), in line with 
the £233 million forecast 
made when Kingfisher 
bought Darty, the French 
electrical retailer. Gross profit 
margins feD in all four divi¬ 
sions. A final dividend of 9-5p 
makes a total of 13.7p (13p). 

Sir Geoffrey Mufcahy, the 
chairman, said there were 


tentative signs that shoppers 
were slowly but warily emerg¬ 
ing from hibernation. “We 
may well be witnessing a stow, 
albeit tortuous, recovery in 
retail spending." 

The price war has already 
cost the big DIY reta iler s 
heavily. B&Q is the biggest, 
with 15 per cent of the market 

John Richards, retail ana¬ 
lyst at NatWest Securities, the 
broker, said: "It’s a prioe war 
in which Kingfisher feds it is 
in the driving seat Ifs going 
to ensure that the weaker 
players, notably poor old Do It 
All will eventually be con¬ 
signed to the dustbin." 


Unease over Clinton’s economic dream 


U nderneath tite political ac¬ 
claim and the bond market 
eup horia over the Cli nton 
economic plain runs a current or. 
unease; Chief executives and .WaB . 
Street financial types are starting- to 
voice their concerns about the longr:. 
term consequences of the plan: 

As'yet, togr have not got® pnNk; 
leaving flat m a small ba nd, o f 
Republican congressmen. But board- ■ 

room CaScrefieds decided nervousness. 

The.core'of CUntmTs programme orae 
largest- tax increase in Ansencann®- 

ory.Edwani Hyman. 

Strategy & Investment estimates mat -. 
toe increased. Jaxss ap 
inGNPby JiRtcentagepoiroro 
1995 and 1996. David Refer; ® : 

2SS23SWjSStf* 

of imAndftatisjiistfheb^BMnj 

Washraenm beaftfreareexpert^^- 
guesank that Hillary Rodhmn . 

. inn's “reforms" w3Treaflt in 

$90 bDEtm trfnew taxes onsum -as . 
Anretfcans ^ : ' 

reduction in- dispoetote.roc^ & toa}- 
w2l result ftom tito 
enefgy tax increases . 

pose^and otoas soon, to 

confidence . wf no 

wiffingness tospemidffsnsto^a* 


cording to a Umv- 
- ersily of Mfcht- 
gan : survey, 

.ideased. a few 
days .aga. The 
business ^com¬ 
munity, too, is 
ratded. The presi¬ 
dent's assault on 
fiie pharmaceutical industry, flueat- 
it wafa prioe controls has bad 
an effect not only on the drug 
inanufectniers but also on otoer 
industries that fed vulnerable lo 
ittaKation if they do not toe toe 
government line. Most businesses 
akn worry that the government, short 
of ftmd&wiE finance the stream of job 
t prining . environmental and ^5°^" 
tory programmes being churned out 
,by .CTnton poKcyinakers by orderi ng 
r tbe business community to pHnidc 
them. The Gtinton theory is toat the 
price-increases that will Mow such 
oust increases wfll be less visible to 
voters than 7 direct taxes and wffl, in 
aity erenU be blamed on the business 
conmunity, not the govemmfiDL ■ 
r . pi jgirTgsm en know that the price-. 
jjjcreaseswiH attract foreignconip^i- 

■ fion, so tilery oat for protection -r 
W are heard. A trade showdown 
.widvEurope arid Japan was narrowly 



averted last week 
when President 
Clinton suspend¬ 
ed sanctions in 
the brawl over 
public procure¬ 
ment .contracts, 
and Japan met 
. America’s target 
by buying 20 per cent of its computer 
chips from US companies. But that 
truce should not be mistaken for a 
permanent peace.. George Mason 
Umverstly economist, James Buchan¬ 
an. a Nobd tanreale, says: “Mr 
dfriton’s programme is free-trade 
rhetoric and protectionist reality." 
That explains how the president can 


North American Free Trade Agree¬ 
ment unless Mexico agrees to prevent 
“import surges", and to impose on its 
businesses some of the costly envirtm- 
■ mental regulations now borne by 
A merican firms. It gives warping of 
trade battles to come. - 
.' So, toe long-fexm. fear is that tax® 
will leave consumers with less to 
spe?d; that rising costs imposed Ty 
govwmnort programmes'^and regula¬ 
tions wiB force Mr Ginton to protect 
American businesses and that toe cost 


increases win be reflected in price 
increases, triggering a round of 
inflation and rising interest rates. 

Even mote unnerving, especially to 
the financial community, is what 
seems to be a steady erosion of the 
independence of the Federal Reserve 
Board. The decision by Alan 
Greenspan, the Fed chairman, to 
display support for the president by 
siting between Mis Clinton and Mrs 
Ai Gore during the State of the Union 
message is now generally regarded as 
a serious error. The usually astute Mr 
Greenspan was frying to head off 
legislation that might permanently 
destroy the Fed’s independence from 
high-spending, inflation-prone Con¬ 
gresses. But his need to do so 
convinces Wall Street that erosion of 
the Fed'S independence has begun 
already. It now seems that a Demo¬ 
cratic presidentwifh a strong congres¬ 
sional majority can coerce the Fed 
into adopting more inflationary poli¬ 
cies than it. has in the pasL So. 
analysts expect a battle between the 
economic forces pointing to a smooth 
recovery and the political forces that 
* may well abort it White few want to 
predict tile outcome, the pessimists 
are gathering adherents, at least as 
regards the post-1993 oudook. 


Faring wdb Manganese 
Bronze (MB), the taxi manu¬ 
facturer, made a pre-tax profit 
of £577,000 in the six months 
to end-January after a 
£500.000 loss in the same 
period of 1991. Jamie 
Berwick, left, MB’s managing 
director, noted that 834 taxis 
were sold during the period, 
down from 1.054 last time, 
but the group makes most of 
its profits Grom the compo¬ 
nents division, which makes 
metal powder and castings for 
the motor industry — with 30 
per cent of sales going to 
Germany — and contributed 
£780,000. Mr Borwick said 
orders for taxis are now 
running at double the rate 
seen this time last year. "We 
make 32 vehicles a week 
and.. .can break even at this 
low level" he said. Vehicle 
turnover of £223 miffion 
(£20.7 miffion) indudes six 
months of MB’s Nissan deal¬ 
ership. which lost £3 million 
on sales. MB, of which Hugh 
Lang, right, is ehflirman, is 
restoring the Interim divi¬ 
dend at 0.5p after earning of 
2.19p (23p loss). 


Buxton gives 
way on 
outside chief 
executive 

By Patricia Tehan, banking correspondent 


ANDREW Buxton, chairman 
and chief executive of Barclays 
Bank, has given in to pressure 
from shareholders and agreed 
to recruit a chief executive 
from outside the group. 

His decision delighted insti¬ 
tutional shareholders, who 
described it as the "first step" 
in Barclays’ attempts to win 
back credibility after reporting 
disastrous 1992 results earlier 
this month. But they said the 
bank would have to find a 
strong contender to run the 
bank. 

Among those tipped as pos¬ 
sible candidates are Brian 
Peaise, Barclays' former fi¬ 
nance director, who is now 
chief executive of Midland 
Bank. Midland was taken 
over by HSBC last year and 
although Richard Ddbridge, 
its finance director, gained a 
seat on the new HSBC board, 
Mr Pearse did not. 

Two directors at National 
Westminster. John Mdboum 
and John Tugwefl, who were 
passed over in favour of Derek 
Wanless for the chief execu¬ 
tive's job, could also be in the 
running. 

Malcolm Williamson, chief 
executive at Standard Char¬ 
tered, is likely to be considered 
and another possible contend¬ 
er is Peter EDwood. TSB’s 
chief executive, who ran Bar- 
daycard in its profitable days. 

Shareholders have spent al¬ 
most a year lobbying Barclays 
to split the top job and bring in 
talent from outside. Mr 
Buxton took over as chief 
executive last April and be¬ 
came chairman in January. 

Last summer, he strongly 
resisted institutional pressure 
to hand over toe chairman's 
job to an external candidate. 
In January, however, he 
backed down and said he 
would split his job. 

Mr Buxton at first indicated 


that he would prefer to ap¬ 
point one of three internal 
candidates: Peter Wood, the 
finance director, Alastair Rob¬ 
inson, head of banking or 
David Band, chief executive of 
BZW. But when Barclays un¬ 
veiled the first loss in its 97- 
year history and halved its 
final dividend pressure on the 
bank intensified to look 
outside. 

Barclays has set up a sub¬ 
committee, consisting mainly 
of non-executive directors, to 
find someone suitable. This 
meets for the first time next 
week. The sub-group will be 
chaired fry Sir Denys Hender¬ 
son. chairman of I Cl. who is 
the non-executive director on 
Barclays’ board who chairs its 
remuneration and nomina¬ 
tions committee. 

The other members of the 
sub-group are Sir Derek 
Birkm, a non-executive direc¬ 
tor and also chairman of RTZ; 
Sir Martin Jacomb, ex-chair¬ 
man of BZW and former 
Barclays executive deputy 
chairman; Sir Peter Middle- 
ton. executive deputy chair¬ 
man; and Sir Nigel Mobbs, a 
non-executive director who is 
also chairman of Slough 
Estates. 

A senior director of one 
large fund management 
group said the committee had 
to make the appointment 
“with some urgency^. Another 
said it should appoint a strong 
candidate, casting its net wid¬ 
er than just UK clearing 
banks. Success would be Mr 
Buxton's key to restoring cred¬ 
ibility. 

Another senior fund man¬ 
ager said yesterday's an¬ 
nouncement looked like “non¬ 
executive directors wresting 
control from Andrew Bux¬ 
ton”. He doubted that Mr 
Buxton would stay with 
Barclays in the long term. 


THE SWISS KNOW 


A THING OR TWO 


ABOUT MONEY 


The Swiss have an enviable reputation when it comes to safely looking after their own and 
other investors money, and investors around the world recognise the benefit of owning 
investments denominated in Swiss Francs. Between May and December 1992. the Swiss 
Franc appreciated by 24% against Sterling. 9% against the USS. and 4% against (he D-mark. 

Falling interest rates provide excellent opportunities for investment in bonds, and many 
investors select bonds denominated in Swiss Francs, a hard currency which has historically 
enjoyed a low exposure to political and economic risk. Now anyone can invest in first class 
Swiss Franc denominated bonds - by purchasing units in die Swiss investment scheme of 
BJ.A. Bond Investments AG. Switzerland. 

“BTA.“ is a well known Swiss investment company, and its scheme is also recognised by 
the UK Securities and Investment Board, listed on the Luxembourg Stock Exchange, and 
authorised in Hoag Kong. B.I.A/s Swiss Franc bond scheme is similar to a unit trust, and 
investors benefit from any increase in B-LA-'s Swiss Franc denominated unit prices and from 
any currency gain that may arise. 

B-LA-’s investment adviser? are PScia & Cie. Geneva, one of Switzerland’s largest and 
oldest private banks. The portfolio of first class Swiss Franc bonds and deposits is 
conservatively managed to maximise capital growth, and the income is reinvested. The Swiss 
Franc denominated price of B.LA.'s anonymous “bearer’ - certificates Is quoted daily in the 
Financial Times. Each unit now costs about SFr.900 - approximately £430. 

PleaK now ital He pnx of ante am jo don » wdl at op. and mwMn nwy ikv pi bade the afliow lb* ibe.v arreaat 
The Staling value ot mnU wiD.incimc or de treaa depending on exehaige rate movement*. 
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Delias are unU* to Imauxs md dnaa bom BAA trkciK ly w alw «ho approved this adnrtlaneH;- 
David Barren, Marfcstfcg Director, International Investment Consultants LnL, 

30 Finsbury Square, London EC2A 1SB. 

Telephone: 073 638 2540 or On 588193Z. Fax: 071 62S 2472. ( FQEBE 


BJ.A. Bond Investments AG, Switzerland 
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Las mo writes down reserves 


SIMON WALKER 


Blow softened by 
tax provisions 

By George Sivell. city editor 


LASMO. the oQ exploration 
and production group, has 
written down the value of its 
reserves by £232 million to 
account for lower oil price 
forecasts and a reduction in 
estimates of the amount of oil 
that can be extracted from 
certain oil fields. 

The blow to Lasmo’s fi¬ 
nances has been softened by 
the release of £108 million of 
petroleum revenue tax provi¬ 
sions arising from last week's 
Budget The company has put 
up for sale its interest in the 
Markham gas field, once re¬ 
garded as a core asset. It could 
fetch about £60 million and 
help reduce debts tliat stand at 
88 per cent of shareholders' 
funds of about £1 billion. 

Counting a net loss of £270 
million on disposals during 
the year. Lasmo lost £385 
million in 1992. the first year 
of ownership of Ultramar, 
bought for £1.1 S billion in 
1991. Counting the E25 mil¬ 
lion cost of the dividend, down 
from 8.5pto3.3p for the year. 
Lasmo has withdrawn £416 
million from reserves. The 
shares fell 19pto 173p. 

On dividends. Lasmo said: 
‘The board's assumption is 
that there is unlikely to be any 
real increase in the dollar price 
of oQ in the medium term. In 
the light of this factor, the 
current profitability and cash 
flow of the group and future 
capital commitments, the 
board does not believe it to be 
financially prudent to main¬ 
tain the 1992 dividend.” 
Lasmo said the 3,3p ashare 


payout was "a level the direo- 
tots believe is sustainable and 
which will provide room for 
growth in die future”. Analysts 
did not think Lasmo would be 
able to cover a maintained 
dividend this year. Lasmo 
spent £385 million on dev¬ 
elopment last year, including 
£58 million of interest added 
to the balance sheet, the 
highest in its history. The 
group expects development 
spending to bn by £150 
million this year. 

With regard to the Budget, 
Joe Darby, the chief executive, 
who replaced Chris Green tree 
in January, said: "We contin¬ 
ue to believe it is important for 
Lasmo to be active interna¬ 
tionally. We will be redirecting 
our overseas exploration 
efforts into onshore areas 
where finding and develop¬ 
ment costs are lower than 
equivalent offshore environ¬ 
ments." 

Moody’s Investor Services 
said it had confirmed the 
BAA! rating for Lasmo’s se¬ 
nior long-term debt after the 
writedown in the company's 
oQ reserves. Moody's said the 
writedown would not afiect 
Lasmo’s future cash flow. The I 
rating involved about $420 
million. Moody’s said. 

Lasmo hinted at a possible 
cash raising in America yester¬ 
day. It said it was seeking a 
listing in the form of Ameri¬ 
can Depository Receipts to 
boost American share deal¬ 
ings._ 

Tempos, page 27 
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Window to onshore opportunities: Joe Darby, new head of Lasmo, is watching costs 

Comhill runs back into black 


CORN HILL, the British com¬ 
posite insurance arm of 
Allianz, Europe's biggest in¬ 
surance group, returned to the 
black last year with a pre-tax 
profit of£3.1 million and a 15 
per cent increase in general 
interest premiums. 

The result represents a 
sharp tumround from the 
£39.5 million pre-tax loss in¬ 
curred in 1991. General inter- 


By Colin Narb rough 

est premiums rose to £619 
million. Adjusted for the dis¬ 
posals and acquisitions, pre¬ 
miums in 1991 totalled 
£537.3 million. 

Comhill. which sponsors 
the cricket test series, said life 
business premiums were 
slightly lower last year at £86.9 
million, but motor business in 
Britain and personal lines 
produced a volume growth in 


premiums and an insurance 
profit Profits were good in 
America; France and Ireland. 

Among unprofitable. divi¬ 
sions were, commercial busi¬ 
ness and Allianz Comhill 
International, die industrial 
risks division. 

While the life division con¬ 
tinued to make progress, its 
profit dropped from £3.9 mil¬ 
lion ID £2.9 milli on- 


Jobless 
forecast 
to peak 
at 3.25 m 

By Phiup Bassett 
INDUSTRIAL EDITOR 

•UNEMPLOYMENT in Brit¬ 
ain will peak at just over 3.25 
millioa next year, according to 
National Westminster Bazik. 
The NatWest estimate implies 
a continuing rise in the num¬ 
ber out of work, after last 
week's surprise 22,000 drop, 
but is much lower than some 
forecasts for 1994. 

David Kern, the bank's 
chief economist; says that 
because Britain went into re¬ 
cession earlier than other 
European ooantries. and is 
". likely to recover earlier, unem¬ 
ployment will peak in the 
spring of next year at 3.275 
millioa or 11.7 per cent of die 
workforce. The current level is 
2.97 million — 10.5 percent. 

' Across Europe, NafWest 
forecasts that unemployment, 
will reach about 18.5 million. 
or almost . 11. per cent .of the 
workforce; in autumn next, 
year. That .compares with an 
EC level in January of almost 
17 million — up from 15.6 
milfion at the stait of 1992.. 

NatWest says oentrii banksr 
efforts to stabilise currency 
markets will achieve only par¬ 
tial 'success. Cuts , in German 
interest rates will enable .the 
franc to maintain its parity, 
but Mr Kern predicts that the 
Spanish peseta and the Portu¬ 
guese escudo will be devalued 



BSG cash call to fund 
capital expenditure 

BSG, the automotive, vehicle distribution and aircraft 
roducts group, is raising £31 million in a rights issue to pay 
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El 2 million last year, on sales down from £569 million to 
£555 millioa Shareholders axe being offered 51.9 million 
new shares on a bne-for-four basis-at 62p, a discount of 19 
per cent to the share price before the announcement. The 
dividend forlhe year is maintained at 32p. 

Group borrowings at the end of December, were £49 
million. The . automotive components division contributed 
almost static: trading profits of £7.1 ‘ million. BSG’s car 
dealerships recovered froma downturn in 1991, with trading 
profit upfrom £2.5 miUipa to £4 millioa 

Publisher plans growth 

DO RUNG Kmderdey. the publzsher, which has net cash of 
£15.9 minion. plans to' expand. Fust listed on the stock, 
exchange in October, the company made a pre-tax profit of 
£422 million (£3.49 mUHoa) for the six months to December 
31, on turnover of £38.6 miffibn (£32.1 million). The maiden 
interim dividend, is l;ip. Dotting Kindersley, in which 
‘ Microsoft has a 19-6 per cent stake, is developing “multi- 
media” educational products combining printed matter, 
sound and video. The shares M4 Ip to 264p. 

Geest slips to £2 0.4m 


□ The Trades Union Con¬ 
gress has backed the Euro¬ 
pean TUC’s day of action over 
jobs, on ; AptiI 2 —-The day 
when raflwaymen and-coal 
miners have been balled on to 
hold 24-hour strikes in Brit¬ 
ain. TheTUC said it was not 
asking other workers in Brit¬ 
ain to strike on that day. 


GEEST, the fresh produce group, suffered a fell in pre-tax 
profits from £262 'mS&m to £20.4 millio n in 1992, due to a 
huge drop in. food prices across Europe and high spending 
on developing the banana business and expanding in chilled 
: foods. A, new plant has been buffi: in Costa Rica and bananas 
from there wiffcome on to the European market under a 
-regime planned to begin on July 1. The Germans are 
challenging life: agreement in the European Courts. The 
dividend rises to 8. Ip (7.9p) for the year. Tempos, page 27 

Lex goes into service 

- LEX Service, Britain's biggest car retailer, has expanded into 
the«rvicmg business with the £13 million purchased Lucas 
' Au tocehtres. Lex has been restructuring since it lost the Volvo 
distributorship a year ago. Earnings on the £74 millin n 
compensation for the loss of the franchise helped it towards a 
£28.3 miHiraT pretax profit in 1992. The previous year, the 
figures for which are not directly comparable; saw a 
£500,000loss: Lex ispaying a 6.6p final dividend, raising the 
total from lO.Op to 10.6p: The shares rose lOp to 329p. 
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□ENZn.McNEELANCE 


ByPatridaTefian- 

LORD Alexander, chairman 
of National Westminster 
Bank, has launched an aworfr 
on regulation intbeCity. 

Spearing at a regulation 
conference in london yester¬ 
day. _ he said the ■ Financial 
Services Act. in operation for 
five years, "has so fer failed to 
deliver a system which is 
effective enough to provide 
teal investor protection'*. 

Lend Alexander said there 
was “currently unease and a 
dear need ..for action" in 
regard to protecting the pri¬ 
vate investor. . 

The City needs "a sm gip 
retail regulator for die sale of 
insurance and pensions”# he 
added. However, he cast 
doubt on whether die pro¬ 
posed Personal Investment. 
Authority (PIA) would be ade¬ 
quate to f ulfill this purpose. 

The Securities and Invest¬ 
ments Board has proposed a 
new authority that would 
merge two regidatoty bbdies, 
Fimbra and tanfro; as weD as 
absorb part of the member¬ 
ship of Imro. 

Andrew Large# chairman of 
the SIB. has said investor 
protection requires setting and 
delivering high standains for 
marketing retaO products and 
for detecting and rooting out - 
incompetence and dish on esty . 
in investment business .activ¬ 
ities. ' 

Lord Alexander said if die . 


Berisford 
favoured 
by Clarks 

ByJon ASHWOR3H ;■ 


■ Hie City believes the proposed Personal 
Investment Authority may not satisfy the 
growing need for more effective reflation 
to protect private investors 


PIA were abte to mpp* ttuxy 
- otgectivessethyMrLarge u rny 
own bank and. I .suspect, 
others will most wfflingtytaJce 
part". 

But he issued a wanting 
that “if what were to emerge 
' was a compromise, with inad¬ 
equate standards for enoy and 
less than rigorous monitoring - 
then we would be much more 
soepticaL : - 

■ “I t wou ld beunsatisfactory 
to attempt to solve current 
difficulties unless we secured 
demonstrably higher stan¬ 
dards;.. . 

The object of cftangeT which, 
is always painful and costly, 
most be better regulation and 
a higher 1 quality of service." 

Paul Tfflett a director of the 
British Banker's Association, 
said later that banks, which 
have voiced doubts about a 
PIA, wouM want to seehigher 
standards of supervision m a 
PIA. " ' ' 

• He said .there should be. 
entiy testing, with rto automat¬ 
ic membership; no cross 
subsidisation between tile 
membership either of com¬ 
pensation or regulatory ebsts; .. 
and “the banks would want to 
be convinced that the new 


arrangements provide an im¬ 
proved sendee for customers". 

Speaking at tire same con¬ 
ference yesterday, George Sta¬ 
ple, the director of the Serious 
Fraud Office, said; “Hie time 
has come for a careful review 
of the regulators’powers to see 
whether more cases could be 
dealt with by them." 

But he gave warning that 
for people at the heart of a 
serious fraud, the public inter¬ 
est would not normally be 
seiVed by leaving regulatory 
bodies to take proceedings 
before their own tribunals. 

Christopher Sharpies, chair¬ 
man of tite Securities and 
Futures Authority (SFA). re¬ 
jected calls for a single regula- 
torybody for financial services: 

He sard-that any statutory 
body would be “captured by 
llwtyeis, cost considerably 
more, be much less flexible 
and world be unable to take 
advantage of the application 
of subjective peer judgment.” 

Mf Sharpies added that the 
SFA should be allowed to 
continue its work nnnffipgfrri 
by the debate on the future of 
retail, regulation, arguing in¬ 
stead against regulation of the 
SFA by the SIB. 


after writedowns 


By George Stveli. city editor 


. . . J aMEC has -cut its final divi- 
DIRECTORS of C&JGaik. fdexyj after a £114.6 million 


the dioe group based, m 
Somerset, Jaaye picked Beris- 
fotd lntemationalasthefa- 


ebarge- tor property write¬ 
downs and closures sent the 
engineering and construction 


voured suitor ..in . a biddinggroup into an dverafl loss for 
auction -dial has. divided the' 1992 of E7T-7 mflUon. ■ 
1,000-siiongJCIaiS feinity;/ •; ? Jite toss reduces sharehold- 
Berisfonfca- restructured fi- ers^fniHlsfrom£350.5million 
nandal; beWing company,. to €24212 raflBbrt'Amec is 


was chosen * ahead of FIL a l seeking ctmrt and shaiehaKter 
supplier of shoesto Marks and r approval torestructure its re- 


Spencer, and a group ...of 
venture capitalists. Oaris has 
told Berisford to proceed-with 


serves by setting off £96 nut 
lion of goodwiD written off 
over tiie past ten years in the 


due diligence . and to. deter- profit and loss account gainst 
mine a price ahead of tiie .the share premium account 


annual meeting of sharehokl- 
erson Aprfi30.: 

The bid is Kkriy to be worth 
more than . £150 rinfiidh. 
Clarks has until April 6. to 
inform shareholders of die 
terms of the offer. It is also 
about to publish its results for 
the year to December. 

Alan Bowiawt chief fsteoi^. 
tive of Berisford. said he was 
delighted that the company 
had been chosen as the onty 
party to go forward to the next 
stage of negotiations. He said: 
“I’m convinced thto this repre¬ 
sents a marvelous opport unity 
for both companies to grow 
substantially from a strong 
UK manufacturing base with 
wdl known brands and a 
committed workforce.” 

He has been seeking an 
acquisition to anchor his ex¬ 
pansion plans, but success is 
by no means assured. Clarks 
shareholders are divided on 
the way forward for the com¬ 
pany, which has seen the value 
of its shares tumble in the face 
of foreign competition. 


and treating it as a goodwill 
reserve. The overall' levd of 
shareholders’ funds wilbiotbe 
affected by this manoeuvre. 
Amec ended 1 1991 *• with 
distributable reserves of £20 
million and will spend £16.8 
mfllion. on the reduced divi¬ 
dend, part oftius years £94.5 
mffiion raid on reserves. . 

: The company ended tiie 
.year with net/cash of £363. 



Cockshaw: £77.7m loss 


million (£76.7 mflti on). Final 
dividends have been cut to lp 
a share malting 3p for the year 
(10-25p). Tbe sbares rose 5p 
to 81pL.In the writeoffs are 
writedowns of an office dev¬ 
elopment in Brighton arid tiie 
.state m Power Corporation, a 
£63 mfllijon writedown of land 
mid . work m progress and 
£17.7 motion erf dosure and 
reorganisation costs. ‘ 

Building and civil engineer¬ 
ing M from £26.5 million to 
£22.8 million and mechanical 
and electrical . engineering 
from £363 million to £18.6 
million. . Property develop¬ 
ment losses rose from £10 
million to £17 million and 
housing fell from £52.7 mil¬ 
lion to £24.3 million. 

Sir Alan Cockshaw, the 
chairm an, said: “It remains, 
our view that tire property 
market will not improve sig¬ 
nificantly in tiie medium term 
and that recovery in bousing 
will be slow. We therefore seek 
. to_ continue to reduce our 
capital employed m these busi¬ 
nesses and have rationalised 
and restructured the sector, 
withdrawing entirely from 
speculative property develop¬ 
ment The process and energy 
sector had a good year in 
1992. reflecting a reared voV 
■ ume of work for clients in the 
North Sea. especially in plat¬ 
form design and fabrication. 
The decline in requirements 
for new offshore platforms 
. during 1993 was anticipated 
last year and die sector has 
already shifted its emphasis." 

Tempos, page 27 



Ready for the recovery: Sir Lawrie Barra tt, left, and Frank Eaton are planning to increase the number of units built and strengthen margins 

almost* AS B proposes rule change weir lifts 
doubles to current asset valuations 


• By Carl Mortishkd 

A FALL In interest costs has 
enabled Barra tt Develop¬ 
ments, the . housebuilder, al¬ 
most to doable pre-tax profits 
from £23 mitiion to £4.8 
min in n m the six months to 
Deeember31. 

The, market was unim¬ 
pressed. sending the stoics 
down 4p to 132p, but Sir 
Lawrie Barrett,- chairman, 
said house prices had 
stabilised and he forecast a 
slow but sustained recovery. 

Banatt made £174 million, 
selling 2,017 houses at an 
average of £75300 compared 
with turnover of £209 ntiffion 
on 2.128 units at £81.200 in 
the same period nTI991. Sir 
lawrie said the imposition of 
stamp doty last summer flat¬ 
tened the market for three 
months. The comp an y is re¬ 
newing payment of the inter¬ 
im dividend at lp from 
earnings of 2p a share (1.4p). 

Barrett was Britain's larg¬ 
est housebuilder in the mid- 
1980s. Today. it ranks about 
seventh, but Sir Lawrie. be¬ 
lieves the market has bot¬ 
tomed out and he plans to 
take Barrett from 5,000 units 
a year to 3.000 over tiie next 
three years, starting in July, 
aiming to restore margins 
from 5 per cent to 10 percent 

Frank Eaton, chief execu¬ 
tive, said margins would im¬ 
prove as the company sold 
more houses on new land 
prices, averaging £11,800 a. 
unit co m p are d with £13.500 
last year. 

Sir Lawrie was brought 
back from retirement in 1991 
to restore the company’s for¬ 
tunes and since his return the 
company has been able to. 
dose down 130 sites: That has 
reduced bat rowings from 
£160 miffion in June 1991 to 
the present £80 mutton. 

Barrett’s California busi¬ 
ness made a £2.7 million loss 
because of recession and high 
unemployment in the state. 



ACORN COMPUTER (Rn) 
Pre-tax; £1.3m 
EPS: 2n (0.4p) 

DhrNTl(na) 

BARR & WJLTRUST (Rn) 
Pre-tax £3.7m {£43m) 
EPS: 19.1p (20.7p) 

Dhn 7p, mkg lOp (10p> 

BARRY WEHMfLUER (totj 
Pre-tax: E3-2m (E2£5m) 
EPS: 5p (3-9p) 

Dhfi 2Ap (2.4 p) 
JOHNSTON PRESS (Fin) 
Pre-tax: £9Bm (£7.4m) 
B>& 22.7p (173p) 

Dtv: 4p, mkg 6J25p 
GIBBS A DANDY (Fin) 
Pre-tax; £124.000 loss 
EPS: 1.4p toss 
Dhr. Nfl (n8) 

LAMBERT HTHJRp) t 
Pretax: £2.99m (£a3m) 
B>S:395p(39^)) 

Div. 8.75P, mkg I3p 


Profits in previous year were - 
£274,000. Turnover up to £4&2m 
from £409m. Olivetti fe group’s 
major shareholder : 

Motor distribution made-good start 
In current year but leisure and 
holidays mors adversely effected 
by recession than last year 

First half saw Increased order 
(ntaka in South America and toe 
Far East, offsetting downturn in - 
Europe 

Total dividend last year was 5L5p. 
rnmramtive fkwres resttoed In 


finewfthFRS3.Nofflgn 
of ehdto the recession 

Loss in previous year was £754,000 
with a ft9p toss persharo. Return 
to profit hi current year arises 
from cost-cutting 

Total efivktend in prevfoi»yrer ■ 
was 12^>- Turnover up to 254.4m 
from £48 3m. Stoes fo first two 
Sfts ahead of last year 


UNCAT GROUP (Inti 
Pre-tax: £549,000 

RICARDO GROUP (lnfi - 
Pre-tax: £875,000 
EPS: 1.04O (2.48p) 

Dfv: t.9p (1.9p) 

RICH "SO N W GARTH (Fin) 
Pre-tax: £15m ffi1.76m) 
EPS: 4.7p (4.5p) 

Dhr 1.75p, mkg 3p (Z9p) 

SHEFFIELD INS. (Fin) . 
Pre-tax: E2^5m (£15m) 
EPS: 7Bp p.7p) 

Dhr35p, mkg5.4p 

weth’spoon mm 

Pre-tax: £1.49m (£1m) 

EP5:5Bp(65p) 

Div:1.8p{n^ 


Interim profits last time were 
£106,000. Turnover up to £&5m 
from £5.16m. nse in demand 
continuee . • • 

Interim profits last-fime were 
£1 2m. Prov is ion against toss on 
disposal of property was £650,000. 
Company says pfospects-are good 

Market remains difficult to read, 
with steal producers having some 
success with price increeses but 
demand tar from robust . 

Total dividend last year was 5.4p. 
Gearing steady at 41%, against 
42%. Bad debts 1% of sates, down 
from 16% 

Sales rose to £13.2m from £9 An. 
SSnce flotation five additional 
fcences obtained for unlicensed 
premises for deveto pmert 


STEELBURfULLJNS (Rn) Total dividend lastyearwas 13J 
Pre-tax: £l3^7m fflOBm) Previous results restated to com 
EPS: 1&11p (20.66p) ' with FRS3. Capacity constraints 


EPS: lailp (20.66p] 
Dhr. 9p, mkg 1325p 


wffi be less dtyifficant In 1994 



Bernard Matthews payout cut 


BERNARD Matthews, the 
turkey and meats company, 
has cut its annual dividend 
from 4.5p to 225p after a 
drop from £13.2 million to 
£339 mini on in pre-tax profits 
earned in the 53 weks ended 
ianuaiy 3. Low prices for 
whole turkeys and commodity 
.meats and difficult, trading 
conditions in ti*e second hal£ 
coBj^ed with a writeoff , of 
rfart-ap Tosses associated with 


tiie venture in France, are 
Warned for the praffls setback. 

Heavy marketing costs are 
fitetym FVande this year, and 
no profit from this market is 
expected until 1994. the 
group said. The- planned 
expansion in Europe, which 
includes the recent purchase of 
a company in Hungary for 
£2.69 rnffbon cash, is within 
the group's banking facilities, 
the company 3dded- 


THE Accounting Standards 
Board is proposing far-reach¬ 
ing new rules on the way 
companies value their assets. 

The ASB today publishes 
The Role of Valuation in 
Financial Reporting, a discus¬ 
sion paper which attacks the 
current accounting system 
which uses a mixture of histor¬ 
ic cost accounting combined 
with occasional, discretionary 
revaluations. 

The present system is often 
abused by companies that 
refuse to revalue assets for 
years or even decades, and 
then announce large profits 
when they are sold. The 
existing regime also allows 
companies to avoid writing 
down their assets if the direc- 


By Neil Bennett 

tors daim there has not been a 
permanent fall in their value. 

The ASB’s paper proposes 
that companies should be 
forced to move doser to a 
system of current valuations, 
in which properties and 
quoted investments and com¬ 
modities are revalued every 
year. Properties used as work¬ 
ing fixed assets of the business 
are excluded from the 
requirement. 

The board has backed down 
from its original principle of 
imposing current valuations 
on all companies due to the 
high cost of revaluing assets 
evety year. Instead, it is pro¬ 
posing an evolutionary pro¬ 
cess in which only larger, 
quoted companies would be 


required to revalue assets each 
year. 

Companies would also be 
allowed to do their own inter¬ 
nal revaluations most years, 
instead of employing external 
consultants. 

David Tweedie, ASB chair¬ 
man, said the current system 
of valuation defies logic and is 
deeply flawed. He said the 
discussion paper is an attempt 
to see if there is support for a 
move to current valuations, 
but that the ASB could not 
insist on an immediate 
change. “There would be a 
riot if we asked smaller com¬ 
panies to do this,” he said. 

Tempos, page 27 
Accountancy, page 29 


Blenheim makes it 12 in a row 

By Martin Waller, deputy city editor 


BLENHEIM Group has 
pushed profits ahead for the 
twdth successive year, despite 
the impact of recession on its 
worldwide exhibition busi¬ 
nesses. The pre-tax figure of 
£49.7 mfllion in the 16 
months to December 31 
contrasted with £28.3 mfllion 
in the preceding 12 months. 

Neville Budb, chairman. 


said the recession had arrived 
at different times in the vari¬ 
ous markets where Blenheim 
operated. Thai had mitigated 
its effects. 

The group’s strategy was to 
concentrate on big exhibitions 
that had remained resilient 
while 90 per cent of its 
portfolio was outside Britain, 
bringing benefits from die 


depredation of sterling. 

Mr Buch said 68 percent of 
exhibition space for 1993 was 
already booked, compared 
with 63 percent this time last 
year. Blenheim is paying a 
3.0p final dividend, making a 
16-month total of 12.0p 
(7-83p). _ 

Tempos, page 27 


Weir lifts 
profits 
and payout 

By Colln Campbell 

WELR Group, Scotland's larg¬ 
est engineering firm, contin¬ 
ues to demonstrate that there 
can be life in recession. 

Pre-tax profits in 1992 rose 
by 14.5 per cent, to £39.2 
million, order books are 
strong, and the total dividend 
rises from I0.5p to 1 l.Sp. A 
two-for-one share split is 
planned. 

Lord Weir, chairman, said 
new orders booked in 1992, at 
£373 million, represented “a 
most satisfactory perfor¬ 
mance”. Of those orders. 23 
per cent were associated with 
the oil industry, but little with 
the North Sea. where activity 
had generally fallen. The 
Middle East and Africa were 
strong. 

The group ended the year 
with ner cash balances of 
£52.3 million. Sterling’s deval¬ 
uation should help in the short 
term, and Weir expects further 
progress in 1993. 

The company's products in¬ 
dude pumps, lulves. and desa¬ 
lination and sewage handling 
equipment for the water, oil 
and gas industries. Late in 
1991. Weir acquired the 
Floway group, in California, 
for EJ 3.7 million. Floway con¬ 
tributed £23.1 million to J 992 
turnover and El.97 million of 
pre-interest profits. 


LEGAL & PUBLIC NOTICES 


LEGAL NOTICES 


THE INBOIVENCV RttXS 1M6 
BROOK SHAW 
HOLDINGS LIMITED 
IN RECEIVERSHIP 
NOTICE B HEREBY GIVEN 
Marauanl 40 Role J.9 of Ihc mol- 
vency Rules 1986. IMI a merllno 
el me Cratlws of Brook SHaw 


NOTICE Or CREDITORS. 
MEETING 

IN THE MATTER Of 
THE INSOLVENCY ACT I9«6 
and IN T HE MA TTER Of ED EN 
PROPERTIES LIMITED 
(IN RECEIVERSHIP) 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN. 


LEGAL NOTICES 


NOTICE OF CREDITORS 
MECTINa 

IN THE MATTER OF 
THE INSOLVENCY ACT 1986 
and IN THE MATTER OF 
EDEN SERF AGING LIMITED 
I IN RECEIVERSHIP! 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN. 


071-782 7344 


LEGAL NOTICES 


NOTKX OF CREDITORS 
MEETING 

IN THE MATTER OF 
THE INSOLVENCY ACT I'Wt. 


LILLET 

DEVELOPMENTS LIMITED 
UN RECEIVERSHIP' 
NOTICE IS HEREBV GIVEN 


and IN THE MATTER OF EDEN NJCAiant 10 Section o7 HMlimcir 
CONSTRUCTION LIMITED Ac! I"®* INI a on nr raj rrwrunq 
UN RECEIVERSHIP 1 m rrrdllon of thr nbntc nniMa 

NOTICE IS HERETO OIVEN. W1U br Orm ai Ynr SliKI*. VKIwu 


HoMlnao Limited will dr hold *1 9 oursuani la Section 4B of Ihr muNuartf 10 Seed®, 48 at tho nunuaiu 10 Section 48 Of I hr HaUH. Mlllrm Street. Nottingham 

Bond Ctul. LmH. LSI PSN on IiukHvcrcy Act 1988 that o Rmt• bnoivonoi Ad 1986 llwt o Rim- tn«>lv«n» Act I9B6 llwl a mrd- em Monday - April L«95 al 

Otr eui day ef April 1993 ol Ind of the CREDITORS of Ihc Ins of me CREDITORS of the Ing of me CREDITORS ol the SO «Wn lor Wc puiroarc of tmi 

10.00am The joint adminhira- MMt company wilt He held as above company will De held al above company will be held ol I no a rrpon laid before ihc meet 

the ntchBl' report Will Be pre- 12-00 pm on Monday 6 April 11.30 am on Monday E April tODO am on Monday 5 April Inq and <4 hr an no any 


Ote rcoeivwV report will be pre- 12-00 pm on Monday 6 April 
aealed 10 the meeting'and tnr 1993 at The County Hotel. 


1993 ai The County Hotel. 1993 ul The County Hotel, explanation whirl, may be fair 


veemmUy pKen lo Meet ■ com Boichrrpale, GarUUe lor the pur Botrhrrtprte. Cortnle for Uw pur- Botchrrpaie. Carlisle for the pur hv Ihr Jo*m 

RtOre to represent the creditors, now* of hating laM before 11 the mo ot nat ing laid before 11 the bow* of having laid before II tnr Receiver* 

A creditor will be entitled 10 report prepared by the loint report prepared hr Be loim rrpon pn-pami by me torni Creditor* wry 


vote at the meeting only d detain admlnisirailvc receivers 


admlnlurallvr receivers in accor- adminltdrallre rereltrr* In actor- 


In writing of the debl claimed lo dance With the safd section, and K dance with the urid wruon. and It nance WHhUie said section, and II Wend or be reprcxenicd 

be due to non By the company Ihoughl III appointing a thought fit opootnllno a though! Ill appointing a Pleaw noli that a etc 

have been given lo the Joint committer. committee. committee '■nulled la vole only: 

A dn u nlsu atlvr Rrcetem al 9 Creditors whose claim* are Creditor* wmne claim, are Creditor, whew claim, are 1 II nr ha* wnl 10 it 


Bond Court. Leeds LSI 3SN no wholly secured are Mi entitled 10 wholly secured 1 

UUTlhan 12 CO noon on the bun- attend or voir at Ihr meeting, allend or vole al the meeting aumd or voir at the meeting. Inan liOO hour* on Friday 2 

rra day before the day fixed roc Creditor* who are partly secured Creditor* who are partly secured Creditor, who are partly *eetired April I99J. details in welling of 

the Wrung, and the rtatm ha* may only voce In retpect of the may only vole In respect M Ute may only vote in re* pec I ol Uic Iru- debit hr claim* lo be due from 
been admiuod tn accordance with balance ol the amount due lo balance of the amount due 10 balance of the amount diw to the company 

the liuohency Rule* 1986 them alter deducting me value of them after deducting the value of Ihem after deducting the \atue of i. If the claim has been duly 

Conic* of the Jotnl Administrative their security, a* mlunafed by tnelr Hciialtr. as evil mated by their security, a* estimated by admitted uniter in provision, of 

Receivers' report wUl be prodded Ihem. A creditor in respect of dew Ihem. A creditor in respect of debl mem. A creditor In r.spen of debt lie- insolvency Rule* jdSd 

hr* of charge 10 all creditor* who due on, or secured by. a bai of due on. or secured by. o bill of due on. or secured by. » hill of S if there hay been lodged will, 

as*, 'the Jotnl Adrraruylrautc exchange or promhaory note exchange or promissory Date rvenange or promiyyorv note .the /aim .tdminhfmilve 

Rcostver* for a ropy al me am, must treat the liability of any per- mud treat the liability eC any per must treat the liability of any pec ttccelien a prosy widen the cred- 

(Mm* . gon who M "-**?*" on Ihc Dill ante- son Who la liable on tnr bill Wile, yon who ts liable on the bill ante- Itor intends lo be inot on hr. 


thought fit opootnllno a 
committee 

Creditors wttow claims are 


though! Ill appotnllnb a 
committer 

Creditor, wheae claim, are 


Please noli that o creditor h 
cdllllcsl ta vole only: 

1 II nr ha* sent U> the Joint 


■ not entitled lo I wholly vecured an- not mill led lo j AdnuiUdrolh e Receiver, not lok-r 
the meeting I attend or vole at the meeting. [ tnan l£0O hour, on Friday 2 


3 If there hay been lodged with 


CMdnors may vole either in I cedently lo (he company 


ecorrUfy to the company 


' per so n or bv proxy anl a proxy security held by him lunlrw that security held by him luntes* ttsel yecurflv held by him runh-a ihal 

should be lodged with the Joint other person h subtext 10 a bank- other person issuMrct 10 a bonk other person 1* suMect lo a bank- live Recchei*' report lo credit. 

Administratec Rpceftrr* n 000*1 ruptcy order or In IkniLdauorn ruplry order or In UaiddaUbnv rubles order or in UquuUIkuu of me above company are a*: 

ate before the meeting. A secured Creditors wishing lb vole al Ihc OrctDIon wheung lo vote ai the creditor* wishing 10 vote at iik able from p,ire wau-rhouso. v 
creditor I* etnHied 10 vMe only in above nveung mud lodge a writ- above mocefng musi lodge a wrfi- above mcednq must latter .1 wnl- fnrfJ How 76 ftliuon sire 
respect of the balance (if anyt of len «atrmenl of their claims with Ion Statement of their daim* with lift ualcmenl ol their claims with NMlimhani. NG1 3QY 

hi* debts after deducting the value me at the of lice, of Price me at the oft ices Of Ptkv mm- at the offices of Price 12 March WJ 

of htm security a* estimated bv Waterhouse 89 Sandyford Road Waterhouse 89 Sandylnrd Road WatlrrhoiKC 89 hardy lord Road R J Pees. 
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Leyland 
staff call 
on Major 

Leyland Daf workers yester¬ 
day presented a 22,000-name 
petition to the prime minister, 
urging the government to do 
more to save jobs. 

Workers from the factory in 
Leyland, Lancashire, arrived 
at Downing Street in a new 
Daf truck to deliver the peti¬ 
tion, which urges the govern¬ 
ment to play a more active role 
in saving the plant and its 
1,400 jobs. 

Bill Jordan, president of the 
AEEU engineering union, 
said the hopes of 22,000 
workers had arrived on Mr 
Major's doorstep: “We hope 
that the prime minister will 
put action behind his words 
about defending Britain's 
manufacturing industry.” 

Gillette starts 
to woo Parker 

Gillette began its $425 million 
offer for Parker Pen yesterday, 
after winning the first round 
of a court battle with the US 
justice department, which 
claims a merger violates anti¬ 
trust laws, giving Gillette 40 
per cent of the premium pen 
market and a stronger pos¬ 
ition to raise prices of Water¬ 
man and Duo fold products. 

A Washington judge re¬ 
fused to grant a temporary 
order blocking the deal while 
the full case is argued in court 

Town Centre up 

Town Centre Securities, the 
Leeds-based property invest¬ 
ment company, increased 
gross rental income by 10 per 
cent to £8.9 million in the six 
months to December 31. 
boosting interim pro-tax profit 
from £3.3 million to £3.6 mfl- 
lion. Since June. £10 million 
has been spent on investment 
portfolio additions and the mi¬ 
nority interest in its Scottish 
subsidiary was bought The 
interim is l.lp(lp). 
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Grove Trust sells bulk of 
stake in George Wimpey 


GROVE Charity Manage¬ 
ment Trust has sold virtually 
all of its remaining 34 percent 
per cent stake in George 
Wimpey. one of Britain's big¬ 
gest housebuilders. 

S.G. Warburg Securities 
and Cazenove, the broker, 
have placed a total of 84.3 
million shares as pan of a 
bought deal. Grove will con¬ 
tinue to hold 5 per cent of 
Wimpey. The 29 per cent 
stake was placed with a num¬ 
ber of institutions at 132.5p 
per share, a 13.5p discount to 
Tuesday's dosing price. 
Wimpey shares lost 4p to 
I42p, as turnover swelled to 
206 million shares. 

The trust, formed by Sir 
Godfrey Mitchefi, who devel¬ 
oped Wimpey into an interna¬ 
tional company, had in reoent 
years reduced its stake from 
49.97 per cent Sir John 
Quinton, Wimpey's chair¬ 
man, said: “We are pleased 
thai the trust will remain a 
large shareholder." 

Robert Donald of NatWest 
Securities said of the stake 
sale: “It dearly signals the 
latest transition of Wimpey 
from a publicly quoted com¬ 
pany with a family-type cul¬ 
ture, to a company with a 
more commercial culture. It 
also frees the hand of the 
company to raise capital at a 
later date if it so wishes.” he 
added. Kenneth Costa, a di¬ 
rector of SG Warburg, said the 
Wimpey price had recovered 
from its low of 62p six months 
ago to a level at which the trust 
had felt it could now seD the 
bulk of its investmenL 

Meanwhile, equities were 
again in die doldrums, with 
shares drifting lower, al¬ 
though an initial positive start 


GEORGE WIMPEY: 
TRUST’S 20 PER CENT 
L STAKE PLACED IN 
MARKET__— 
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to trading on Wall Street 
enabled prices in London to 
dose off the bottom. The FT- 
SE 100 index dawed back a 
futures-related 17.4 point defi¬ 
cit to finish 0l5 lower at 
2,860.6. Turnover was also 
boosted to 833 million shares 
by seasonal “bed-and-break- 
fast” deals designed to estab¬ 
lish a tax loss. Trafalgar 


offer price. The City is relieved 
that Barclays has dedded to 
look for an outside candidate 
to take on the role of chief 
executive. The bank, which 
has been under pressure to 
make top managerial changes 
since reporting hefty losses for 
1992, firmed 5p to 415p. 
Andrew Buxton wfil retain foe 
role of chairman. Lasmo slid 


Quality Software Products, a developer of financial and 
management information systems that is coming to the market, 
saw strong institutional demand as Hoaie Covert placed 2.85 
million shares at 380p, capitalising the company at £29.6 
million. Dealing starts on Tuesday. 


House firmed l^p to 77p 
after confirming it had re¬ 
ceived an 89 per cent take-up 
for its £204.5 million rights 
issue. The balance of about 38 
million shares is understood to 
have been bought by Swiss 
Bank at 75 4 p a share. Trafal¬ 
gar A added l*ap to 75p, 
while foe new fully-paid 
shares gained lp to 77p. a 
17p premium to foe original 


19p to J73p and upset foe 
market with a slashed divi¬ 
dend after diving to a 1992 
net loss of £385 million, large¬ 
ly due to exceptional provi¬ 
sions against oil and gas 
assets. 

Barxatt Developments, the 
UK's third biggest house¬ 
builder, dipped 3p to 133p 
despite almost doubling half- 
year profits and paying share¬ 


holders an interim once again. 
But Amec advanced 5p to 
81p. despite cutting its divi¬ 
dend as provision-laden tax¬ 
able losses surged to £8725 
million (El 3.1 million loss). 

Kingfisher, up.3p.to 544p. 
lifted “dean" pre-tax profits to 
£234.4 million (E221.B m&- 
lion), slightjy ahead of the 
£233 million forecast ax the 
time of foe Darty merger, 
helped by a sharp improve¬ 
ment at Comet 

Cadbury Schweppes gained 
8pto490p, bolstered by good 
profits from Nestis and by a 
reiterated ‘buy* recommenda¬ 
tion from BZW. 

Drug shares remained weak 
after foe recent profit- 
warnings from Merck and Co. 
the US drugs group, and 
concern about American 
health embarks. Glaxo Hold¬ 
ings fell 17p to 597p, while 
S mith Klin e Beecham. which 
in the wake of Budget changes 
has adjusted its 1992 fourth 
quarter dividend to 2.533p, 
instead of 2.375p previously, 
saw its A shares drop 124p to 
416p. WeOcame, due to report 
interim figures today, shed 
20p to 890p, while some 
selling pressure left 1C1 16p 
weaker at £12.05. 

Carlton CommmiicafioQs 
rallied 27p to 74 8p after 
reports of positive meetings 
with a number of brokers. 
BSG In ternati onal fell 8p to 
69p after becoming the latest 
to tap the market for fresh 
funds with a one-for-four 
£31.4 million rights issue, at 
62pashare. 

A profit and dividend warn¬ 
ing left John Foster 4p lower 
at 18p. 

Philip Pangalos 


Jardine 
advances 
but issues 
awaming 

From Lulu Yu 

IN HONG FONG 

JARDINE Matheson Hold- 
ingsyesterday announced net 
profits up 17 per cent to 
US$316.8 million for the year 
to end-December, but gave 
warning that 1993 results 
may not be as strong. 

Henry Keswick, the chair¬ 
man, said: “With, renewed 
political uncertainty in Hong 
Kong, and recovery in some 
western economies and Japan 
likely to be slow, it may not be 
easy in 1993 to match the 
growth of recent years." ' 

The Jardine group may be 
affectedJby Chinese politics in 
the run-up to 1997. It stands 
out as the symbol of British 
influence and interests in the 
colony, and is hence singled 
out for attack by Chinese 
officials, who were highly criti¬ 
cal when Jardine moved its 
primary listing to London last 
year in a show of no-confi¬ 
dence for the post-1997 
administration.The group's 
assets are domiciled in Bermu¬ 
da and listed in London. It is 
also shifting more of its invest¬ 
ments out of Hong Kong. 

After-tax profits for 1992 
were further boosted by an 
extraordinary gain of 
US$30.7 million from foe sale 
of Dairy Farm’s manufactur¬ 
ing interests in China. Jardine 
said: “The foundation for 
another good result in 1992 
was the resilience of foe Asfar 
Pacific, economies, especially 
those of Hong Kong and 
China, where foe group con¬ 
tinued to invest, building on 
its traditional strengths." 

Fully diluted earnings per 
share rose by 13 per cent to 
US54.59 cents. A US15 cents 
final will be paid , making a 
total dividend of XJS18.7 
cents, an increase of 14 per 
cent ... 



Dow takes a sudden 
turn for the worse 


New ; York - Wall Street 
shares took a downward tom 
in early afternoon trading, 
with the Dow Jones industrial 
average retreating 11.08 
points to 3,450.78. Declining 
shares inched ahead of ad¬ 
vancing stocks. 

Traders said a was not dear 
what sparked foe'downturn 
after the market ^ weathered a 
warning by Merck and Co, the 
drugs group, that its T993 
earnings would be hurt 

Ed Nicosia of Piper Jaffray, 
said: “Aside from rite 
healthcare stocks, the market 
has been fine." 

□ Tokyo — Shares edged 
down, shedding gains lodged 


in morning trading on profit- 
taking before March 31 book- 
dosing. 

The Nikkei index ended 
down 40.93 points to 
18.450.69, with an estimated 
350 million shares traded. 

□ Hong Kong—The market 
dosed ifoarply higher on grow¬ 
ing belief that the political row 
with Peking poses no threat to 
foe colony’s booming econ¬ 
omy. The Hang Seng index 
ended at foe day’s Mgb. up 
94.24 points at 6.212.19, 
after a session erf busy trading. 

□ Frankfort — The Dax in¬ 
dex ended 11.01 points high¬ 
er at 1.659.45. 

(Reuter) 



GOVERNMENT stocks had 
a quiet day, with most prices 
levelling off after recent falls. 
The gilt market’s attention 
has turned to trading in the £3 
billion of new stock due to be 
auctioned by the Bank of 
England next Wednesday. 
The newly announced 8 per 
cent 2013 stock foil in morn¬ 
ing trading before the auc¬ 
tion. but came bade to dose 
down only Vtu at £45 a2 /ja. 
which would yield 8.438 per 
cent Some dealers are a little 
weary, as foe sizable auction 
is on foe last day of the 
institutions' finanrial yean 
others say the Bank of Eng¬ 
land has no doubt done its 
homework. 

Late support helped the gDt 
future add seven ticks to 
£105 I9 /.u, on a volume of 
25,000 contracts. Exchequer 
9* percent 1998 ended s /ja 
lower at £111 ,3 ha. Treasury 9 
percent 2012 was l3 ht lower 
at £105*/ 16 . 
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ANALYSIS 27 


ECONOMIC VIEW 


timely look at the books 


Anatole Kaietsky 
recommends that 
politicians shoul d 
observe a time-honoured 
ritual in the pursuit 
of economic health 


I n the days before Britain became 
a one-party state, there was a 
ntual at tne beginning of each 
new government called “Looking 
at the Books”. About a week after .whir 
ning a general election. the prime min¬ 
ister and bis Chancellor wouki "look at 
the books” hidden away in the Trea¬ 
sury's innermost recesses. They would 
discover, to their horror,. Thwf the - 
country's economic situation was far 
worse than the mendacious politicians 
who lost the election ever admitted As 
a result the new government regretful¬ 
ly had to suspend a& its campaign 
promises to cut taxes, raise public 
spending and succour the needy. There 
was no alternative to hairshirts for 
everyone. 

Of course, the books in question were 
entirely mythical But the ritual of 
looking at the books helped to manage 
the economy and uphold the public’s 
faith in democracy. Politicians were 
able to go back on pre-tilectkm prom¬ 
ises without being branded liars The 
voters did not feel titty were constantly 
being swindled — at least not by their 
current leaders, since the blame for 
fraud automatically fell on whichever 
party was out of power. 

If only John Major and Noiinafr 
Lamont could have blamed NeO 
Kinnock for cooking the books before. 
engaging last wears Budget — or, 
better still. before throwing away £5 
billion of taxpayers’monty on White 
Wednesday. Not only would Britain. 
now have a strong and respected, 
government with an impregnate ma-: 
jority. Britain would be a much more' 
seffconfident and even more maraQy 
upright, place. Instead of mmisters- 
hiding behind their civil, servants and 
civil servants dodging behind their 
ministers to avoid ary responsibility for . 
anything. Mr Major would proudly be . 
darming credit for polling the country 
bade from the brink. ' , 

The exteflenr empfoymeat figures! 
published fast Thursday, for example^-•' 
would not be.dismfared as an aberiar ' 
tion, but hailed asfoe latest symbol of ." 
the triumphant new policy sinceWhite 
Wednesday. Businessty and'consun> 
ers would be gearing up to take 
advantage ofthenew exaof opportuni¬ 
ty usheral in Ity the newpdicy.^ 
Instead, foe panic after White Wed-- 
nesday almost aborted the sfight im- . 
provement in output that began fast 
summer (see chart). That mtuni; 
contributed to the wave<rf redundan- - 
aes before Christmas. • . 

The question now is whether fast 
week's Budget will cause another 
setback in the post-ERM recovery. . 
Although the post-recession convales¬ 
cence has now dearly begun (see ; 
charts) there could well be a temporary 
relapse. For the Chancellor announced 
aH kinds of painful measures to curb. 


* UNEMPLOYMENT 
^THOUSANDS ■- 
i (Three-month : 
movtog average) 


SHAPE OF TWO RECESSIONS 

/A , CYCLICAL INDICATOR 

//aV...v (CSO coincident Indicator 


■-:T^v. L. 








' ^..iSTaae i f i97»go f i satyai J i sef/sa^J' i 


RETAIL SALES 

(Three-month moving 
average) .. 


.rioo « 


MANUFACTURING 

OUTPUT.— 

(Three-month movfog 
averages). 


•i- 

s 




N -. . . - a 




•197^0Q r !-}S8Q«i J 18BVB2 i TB688S 


r ,« 

__' im 


r 

1 inn 


r* iOQ 

i 

Las 


U 


i_94 


_«2 


r 

—90 ■ 


1 • 

Log 


— AC 


ao 

-84 


inflation.and depress «wwnmpr spend¬ 
ing,' but offered- no corresponding 
promises to support output and de¬ 
mand if. required.-Business and con¬ 
sumer spirits arelikely to be chilled as a 
result But for the government another 
cohsideiatibn was far more imp or tan t: 
to acknowledge responsibility for eco¬ 
nomic recovery would mean admitting 
responsibility fertile recession as weu. 
With nobody fail themselves to blame 
for the recession, that was a leap too far 
for John Major and Nonman Lamont 
Now consider tire situation in France 
after , next weekend’s election. The 
righHving parties that come to power 
wfiliftiityhaveanysense,enjcyaonce 
in alifetime opportunity to bade away . 
from their promises about tire franc. 
fort, whhnoloss of face and none of the 
damage to the jaedibility of govern¬ 
ment institutions suffered in Britain in 
the past six months. 

E douard Balfadur. the likely 
new prime minister, could 
amply ‘look at the books” at 
the Bank of France: He could 
then a statement 
Thepublic was callously deceived by 
Michel Sapin and Pierre B£r6govoy. 
The foreign exchange reserves were all 
but'exhausted in a rake's progress of 
-fruitless currency intervention at the 
end of the last government It would 
now appear that the only alternative to 
a franc realignment would be to 


borrow huge sums from the 
Bundesbank and the German govern¬ 
ment a policy that no French patriot 
could commend to the nation. Fortu¬ 
nately, my government has found a 
better solution. Unlike Bdrfcgovpy and 
Sapin. we have understood the true 
raiwftg of the tensions in the ERM. 
which originated outside France al¬ 
though thty were greatly abetted by the 
socialists’ incompetence. . 

"We have prevailed on our friends in 
Bonn and Frankfurt to accept the 
primary responsibility for ERM ten- 
sums. They have agreed that any 
question of devaluing the franc is ruled 
out of order by the fundamental 
strength of die French economy. 
Indeed, since France enjoys die lowest 
inflation in Europe and a far stronger 
fiscal position than Germany, it would 
be natural for the franc to replace the 
German mark as the ERM's anchor 
currency, pending die speediest pos¬ 
sible completion of a full monetary 
union between our two countries and 
the rest of die European Union. 

“Accordingly, at an emergency meet¬ 
ing erf die European Monetary Com¬ 
mittee, Germany has sought per¬ 
mission for a temporary suspension of 
die mark from the ERM. The French 
government has decided to accede to 
this request from our hard-pressed 
neighbour, recognising that in a world 
of floating exchange-rates, a rising 
currency is a market penalty for lax 


fiscal polity and economic mismanage¬ 
ment rather than a reward for fiscal 
prudence and economic rigour. We 
have thereby avoided any further 
di scussio n of franc realignment, saved 
the reserves of the Bank of France, and 
taken a further stride towards the goal 
of a federal European Union, en¬ 
shrined in the Treaty of Maastricht 

“Parenthetically, die governor of the 
Bank of France has also informed me 
that, following the announcement of 
my government's rigorous new strate¬ 
gy for public expenditure control and 
privatisation, he has reviewed mone¬ 
tary condStons. In accordance with the 
BoF*s new independent charter, which 
mandates that it must stabilise the 
monetary conditions of France, the 
BoF has de ri d e d to lower its interven¬ 
tion rale from 12 per cent to 6 per cent 
with immediate effect.” 

Will M BaBadur have die good sense 
to make such a statement in his first 
weeks in power? I have no idea. All I 
can say is that if he does, he will lose 
neither financial credibility nor polit¬ 
ical kudos. If he does not, he win suffer 
a succession of monetary crises and 
gradually see his government's power 
slip away to Frankfurt and Bonn. 
When he eventually tires of the 
humiliations and derides to devalue, it 
win be too fate to blame the socialists. 
M BaBadur win be discredited and left 
twisting in the wind — just like last 
spring's electoral hero. John Major. 




The asset test 


AFTER a few preliminary salvoes. David 
Tweedie has now laid siege to the great 
bastion of the creative accounting fraternity- 
asset valuation. There is no other area in 
British accounting standards so rife with 
inconsistency and so open to abuse. 

Two companies that bought identical 
buildings in 1960 have almost unlimited 
scope to use the investment gain to their best 
advantage. One, with high debts, can revalue 
the buflding annually ro minimise gearing. 
The other, wife falling earnings, can retain 
the building at historic cost ana then sen h, 
channelling the considerable proceeds into 
the profit and loss account 

Given companies* self-interest in retaining 
the status quo, it is hardly surprising that the 
ASB has backed away from its principle of 
introducing a regime of current valuation. 


The potential cost of such a system could well 
have provoked a legal challenge to. the ASB^s 
authority. Even Mr Tweedie’s attempt to 
approach the topic by stealth may be 
ambushed, so high are the stakes. At least he 
will receive whole-hearted support from chart¬ 
ered surveyors, who will need armies of new 
professionals to cany out the valuations. 

Shorn of revenue from asset disposals, the 
profit and loss accounts of many major 
companies would look decidedly sick. Some 
have a point that such disposals form an 
integral part of their business. If the ASB has 
its way. these win in future appear in the 
statement of gains and losses, and companies 
that want to win favour among investors 
should direct them there. At least readers of 
accounts will no longer need to hunt through 
the notes in a search for hidden wealth. 


Lasmo 

THE departure of Chris 
Greentree from Lasmo has 
given Joe Darby, his succes¬ 
sor. an unrepeatable chance 
to dear out aH the group’s 
over-optimistic assumptions 
about its assets and the future 
oil price and start from a 
position where it can only 
move forward. Even the Bud¬ 
get worked in Mr Darby’s 
favour. One wonders wheth¬ 
er Lasmo would have been so 
zealous in its £124 million 
asset writedown had it not 
been allowed to write bade 
£78 million in tax provisions. 

Mr Darby must now re¬ 
duce Lasmo's debts, which 
stiB stand at almost £1 billion 
despite last month’s dispos¬ 
als: The sale of the group’s 
interest in the Markham 
field for £50 million mil be 
little more than a start al¬ 
though a £200 million fall in 
development and exploration 


Blenheim 

LATEST figures from Blen¬ 
heim Group, shorn of foe 
benefits of Black Wednesday, 
brought up to date with foe 
latest accounting conventions 
and then recast on an 
annualised basis, would have 
shown a fan in profits. This is 
a crude calculation to make, 
but it does indicate how 
Blenheim is less of a shooting 
star these days and more of a 
managed business, with inev¬ 
itable fluctuations in trading. 

Sixteen month pre-tax 
profits of£49.7 million would 
have been £11.7 million low¬ 
er had ASB guidelines on 
goodwill writeoffs been fol¬ 
lowed, while foe devaluation 
of sterling brought in an 
extra £4 million in the last 
four months; this compares 
with pre-tax profits of £28.3 
mOlion foe preceding year. 
The pressure on operating 
margins shows Blenheim 
took its tye off the ball on 
pricing in Germany and 
America in 1992, while for 
its biggest European mar¬ 
kets, recession still looms. 

That said, foe group is now 
well enough established for 
further growth without foe 
sort of aggressive acquisition 
profile that would not be 


revenue should allow Lasmo 
to pay £100 million of debts 
from cash flow this year. 

The group, however, needs 
fresh equity, and since the 
City is likely to spurn such a 
request Lasmo may well look 
to Wall Street for help. The 
group may raise up to $150 
million in perpetual prefer¬ 
ence shares later this year, 
with further and larger 


tranches in 1994. Lasmo’s 
out-of-pocket shareholders 
may not think it deserves 
fresh funds, but foe group 
needs capital to explore new 
territories such as Vietnam 
and Yemen. The only other 
obvious source of funds 
would be some of its Indone¬ 
sian interests, but Mr Darby 
may not want to seB the jewel 
in foe group's crown just yet 
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flattered by present account¬ 
ing standards. The shares sell 
on a sensible 15 times this 
years’ earnings. How times 
have changed. 

Amec 

WHILE Amec insists that 
1992’s disastrous results rep¬ 
resent foe bottom of its own 
profit tyde, 1993 may not be 
the bottom of the tyde for foe 
contracting industry, which 
is lagging any pick-up in foe 
rest of the economy. 

The inherent risks and low 
margins of the large con¬ 
tracts in which Amec spedal- 
ises do not give much cause 
for comfort. Management 
does not foresee any more ex¬ 
ceptional items in 1993, but 
then it probably did not an¬ 
ticipate £115 million this 
time fast year. 

The group now has little 
room for manoeuvre. It has 
already been forced into a 
capital reorganisation to 
shore up distributable re¬ 
serves to pay this year’s divi¬ 
dend. Although Amec still 
has £240 million of share¬ 
holders’ funds, only £20 mil¬ 
lion of distributable reserves 
remain, barely enough to 
cover the £ 16 million cost of a 
maintained dividend in 


1993. If any of Amec's con¬ 
tracts were now to turn sour, 
even the reduced dividend 
would not look secure. 

Geest 

GEESTS share price has al¬ 
most doubled since foe EC 
agreed to continue, but limit 
foe protection of imported 
bananas from African, Ca¬ 
ribbean and Pacific coun¬ 
tries. This protects Geest’s 
traditional banana produc¬ 
tion in the Windward Islands 
but also vindicates its deri¬ 
sion to invest £30 million in 
its own banana plantation 
and ships in Costa Rica, 

Geest's management be¬ 
lieves it can exploit its cheap 
new flow of dollar bananas to 
expand its European market 
share from 12 to 15 per cent 
by 1994. Speculation that 
Dole might bid for Geest has 
fuelled foe share price. 

Although 1994 holds 
promise, 1993 will be a tran¬ 
sitional year as foe Costa Ri¬ 
can operations start up. Else¬ 
where, the fall in fresh 
produce prices, which hit pro¬ 
fits last year, has stabilised 
but is unlikely to regain all 
the ground it has lost. The 
shares, on a prospective p/e 
ratio of 19, are high enough. 
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On course for 
business success 

THE hunt for foe next Anita 
Roddick or Sophie Minnan fa 
under way — with a little help 
from Sir Allen Sheppard, 
phatiman and chief executive 
of Grand Metropolitan, and a 
subtie push in the right direc¬ 
tion from Yve NewbokL com¬ 
pany secretary of Hanson. Sir 
Allen has agreed to help with 
the task of jacking 20 women 
for a one-week “how to run 
your own business” course at 
foe London Business ScbooL 
GrandMet and the Royal 
Mail are providing foe money 
and Cosmopolitan ma g az in e 
vriU help find suitable candi¬ 
dates. One in force small 
businesses is started, by 
women, three quarters of 
whom have no experience. 
“I’m so pleased about it” says 
Newbold, who is gov ernor of 
the LBS and has been promot¬ 
ing foe idea of the course for 
foe past year. She is also to 
team up with Sir Allen on 
another initiative called 
London Fust a government- 
sponsored drive to promote 



r&s 


CTTY DIARY Early signs of rising inflation 

A. a CWun tho F irmiiMtinn fin f I 


ABC way of getting together to tackle banks 



looking up for 

erty group that 
i * .j.—. ^ Mhm/i; 


s Bank in De¬ 
an write-offs 
kfter two years 
sound of foot- 

ht foundered 
rridore of Rose 
■ block built mi 

;ose Theatre in 

. . -Vk.n . 


rrinoe k was 
ais ago. Un¬ 


able to attract tenants, hnry 
took a differential*;— filling it 
for the evening with 100 
schoolchildren who.were in 
town for foe National Schools 
Shakespearean Drama 
Awards, co-sponsored by 
posTel Property Services. The 
evening included scenes from 
Much Ado About Nothing. 
The Tempest and A Midsum¬ 
mer NighTsDream — afl ap- 
' propriate in these troubled 
times. The Bard.-who ahnost 
certainly trod the boards on 
that ate between .1592 and 
1594. would have-appreciated 
theirony. 

TTHAJO to happen: anAmeri- 
can bank has launched a 
credit card for pets. The Pet 
lovers Visa oard-from the 
Massachusetts Company, a 
Boston bank, is engraved with 
the animaTs name and offers 
discounts on pet supplies. 

Fee Struggles 

NORTHERN temper have 
flared over thecost of finding a 

new chief executive for 


Manchester airport. Heidrick 
& Struggles, an executive 
search firm with offices in 
London. New York, Paris and 
Tokyo, is quoting a fee of 
£40.000 to ffiid a suitable can¬ 
didate for foe £100.000 a year 
post—and local taxpayers will 
pick up die tab. Headhunting 
fees usually work out at about 
a third of one year's salary. 
Heidrick & Struggles says die 
complexity of a search has a 
bearing on the money in- 
. volved. Gil Thompson, the 
preseal incumbent, retires in 
. the autumn. 

SIGN on an approach road to 
the small town ofTilpa in New 
South Wales: "This is a place 
where everyone knows whose 
cheque is good and whose hus- 
band is not" 

Out of step 

BURLY members of tire Hon¬ 
ourable Artillery Club's rugby 
team, hard in training for a 
visit id Jersey this Easter, have 
been puzzled by foe absence of 
Malcolm Offord and David 
Allchurcfa, corporate finan¬ 
ciers at Lazard Brothers and 
James Capel respectively. 
They haw excused themselves 
from training sessions for foe 
' past few Mondays. Unfortu¬ 
nately for them, foe pair were 
spotted at Battersea Town 

HaH— attending dance class¬ 
es in Siioc. a trendy type of 
Erench rode and roQ. “We’ve 
not yet had the guts to teB the 
rest of the chaps, - Offord says 
sheepishly, insisting that foe 
ribbing he is about to receive 
has its consolations; “My new 
/ framing partners are certainly 
.'muchprettier.” ' 

* Jon Ashworth 


From the Reverend F. 
Steadman • 

Sir, The television trews pro¬ 
gramme told us on Friday 
that inflation in February 
1993 was up from 1.7 to 1.8 
per cent No mention of other 
figures. 

On Saturday, your news¬ 
paper told us that underlying 
inflation was up from 3.2 to 
3.4 percent It also told us that 
prices rose in February by 0.7 
per cent (It did not say that 
this is an annual rise of 8.4 per 
cent) The February rise was 
said to be in part due to the 
end of January sales, but there 
must be more to it 

These are early signs that 
inflation has started rising 
following devaluation of the 
pound and lower interest 
rates. The signs win. alas, be 
swamped as always by the 
method of expressing inflation 
year on yean February 1993 
figure is substituted for Febru¬ 
ary 1992, a much lower one, 
and does not make much 


impression on 11 other lower 
ones. 

However, it fa almost certain 
that February's figures will be 
followed by similar ones in 
March. April, and so on until 
it will be dear that we are into 
high inflation again. The 
Chancellor will then have to 
increase interest rates by much 
more than he would like — or 
else. The time to act is now. A 
modest increase in interest 
rates now win moderate infla¬ 
tion already under way. and 
wfll not affect confidence as 
severely as large increases in 
tire autumn when inflation 
will have gained a strong hold. 

Win the Chancellor heed 
these early signs? I fear not. If 
not. remember that you first 
read about it in these pages. 
Yours faithfully 
F. STEADMAN. 

(Formerly deputy chairman 
ICI Mond Division), 

24 Gian Aber Park. 

Chester, 

Cheshire. 


From the chairman of the 
National Association of Bank 
Customers 

Sir. Your recent correspon¬ 
dents — Messrs Wray (March 
19), Bradley, and Collins 
(March 22) have all highlight¬ 
ed the continuing need for 
bank customers to seek advice 
and assistance in their deal¬ 
ings with financial institu¬ 
tions. and sometimes to seek 
protection from unfair and 
inequitable practices. 

Unfortunately there fa as yet 
no “official” bank arbiter with 
adequately wide powers, but 
we are a growing group of 
individuals and companies 
who have at some time or 
other had cause to object ro the 
attitude of various financial 
institutions, and have there¬ 
fore grouped together for mu¬ 
tual support and assistance. 

We provide practical legal 
advice as part of our member¬ 
ship; and are increasingly able 
to provide an unofficial arbiter 
to intervene in disputes with 


Lloyds sees no need for a new third-party banking pressure group 


From Mr Mike Shaw 
Sir, In foe light of foe letters 
from Mr Wray (March 18) 
and Mr Bradley (March 22) I 
feel promoted to write to 
darifjrthe srtuation. 

Ucwds Bank fa certainty not 
indifferent to small businesses, 
having made a massive invest¬ 
ment in people and time to 
serve this marka. We continue 
to hrip companies in difficulty 
and for every one firm that 
fails, we are supporting four 
others who are in difficulties 
through the recession. 

As a bank we value our 
customers and our aim fa to 
provide an outstanding ser¬ 
vice. We take complaints seri¬ 
ously and have made great 
efforts to improve our service 
through the introduction of 


service standards which are 
meaningful m our customers. 
But no-one can afford to be 
complacent and in recogni¬ 
tion of this we have made 
improving our service our 
major priority. 

We have a wefl established 
complaints procedure which' 
customers can, and da. follow. 
This is dearly set out in “Our 
contract with our business 
customers” which was mailed 
to each of our 430,000 small 
business customers. 

Furthermore, following the 
government's announcement 
pflrfrW tins year, small busi¬ 
nesses are new covered by the 
Banking Ombudsman’s 
scheme. But even under the 
old scheme 90 per cent of our 
small business customers at 


ready had recourse to the 
ombudsman. We can certainly 
see no need, nor value, in a 
new third-party pressure 
group as suggested by Mr 
Bradley. 

Mr Wray asks , is there 
anyone there who cares”? Yes 
— we do! 

Yows faithfully, 

MIKE SHAW, 

Head of business services. 
Lkjyds Bank. 

71 Lombard Street 
EC3. 


• Letters to foe 
Business and Finance 
section of Hie Times 
can be sent 
by fax on 

‘ * 071-782 5112. ' 


institutions, and to inject some 
independent commercial 
common sense and reality. 

We are the oldest, and (we 
think) foe largest bank cus¬ 
tomer organisation, having 
recently agreed to form an 
association with one trade 
federation to provide blanket 
membership. Our profession¬ 
al approach seems to have 
borne fruit with banks in 
resolving a number of prob¬ 
lems. and we can only advise 
individuals and companies to 
persevere with a practical ap¬ 
proach — or to join, or form, 
an organisation such as ours 
so that arguments and objec¬ 
tions can be provided from a 
sound basis of fact and 
statistics. 

Yours faithfully 


STUART CUFFE. 
Chairman, 

National ABC. 

Uantony Secunda Manor, 
Caldicot Gwent. 


UNIVERSITY DEGREE 

BACHELOR'S . HASTHTS ■ DOCTORATE 
For Acattarfe: and Work Experience 
III HHMM tMHB ftMpilimd 

Of Etursi. experience fs rtffl the but 
tndur - but degrees open floors. 

Send totaled resume on mfc. Me end 
acadvnfc mperienee tor j no met 
euakaton. Or ea& RMM60413. 

Pacific Western 
University 





If it's peace of mind you’re after, then with a 
3-year/60,000 mile manufacturer's warranty, this 
has to be the car in front. 

THE NEW CARINA E. 

FROM £10,399’ 


THE CAR IN FRONT IS A (^TOYOTA 


* NC. VAT BUT EtiXJUSNE OF DELIVERY CHARGE OF 1370 PNC, VAU 
NUNBER FlATtS AM) HOW FUND UC£HGE. 
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TO ADVERTISE 
CALL: 071 481 1066 


ACCOUNTANCY & FINANCE 


FAX s 

071 481 9313 


# 


Two new 

demanding opportunities 
for commercially aware 
Qualified Accountants 

starting salaries £27,681-£30,093, 
pay award pending + PRP 

Dartford is a very progressive and forward looking local authority with 
strategic plans that take it well past local government reorganisation and into 
the next century. 

Two new challenging posts for enthusiastic, ambitious, qualified accountants 
are seen as essential in contributing towards exciting new initiatives aimed at 
implementing the strategic plan. 

Commercially aware, you are a good communicator with both management 
and staff alike as well as external contacts. A strong analytical and assessment 
ability is vital, as is your commitment to quality and efficiency. 

Experience of the development of Business Plans, VAT and Tax and raising of 
external funds would be an advantage. 

If we have described you, then please send your CV together with a covering 
letter describing how you believe you can make a positive contribution to the 
Finance team to: Jan Davis, Finance Directorate, Dartford Borough Council, 
Civic Centre, Home Gardens, Dartford DAI 1DR. Closing date April 8th. 


NATIONWIDE 

GRADUATE OPPORTUNITIES 

£Excellent 

Our client is one of the world’s leading international accountancy practices, with regional offices throughout die 
UK. It is for these regional offices that we have been asked to assist in the recruitment of graduates for their 
September 1993 intake. 

Specifically our client is recruiting individuals to train and specialise in corporate tax consultancy, work, whilst 
being sponsored through Chartered Accountancy examinations. 

This is a creative environment, requiring a keen, analytical mind and a strong interest in problem-solving and 
research work. These roles involve advising some ot the worlds major multinational corporations, as well as 
smaller, growing businesses. Naturally, as you progress in this field, you will become increasingly involved in 
substantial tax planning projects. 

Applications are invited from 1992 graduates, or individuals who have graduated within the past 2 years, looking 
to change their career path. A minimum 2.1 degree and grades A,B,B at *A’ level are essential. .• 

Opportunities exist in BRISTOL, EAST MIDLANDS, ABERDEEN, NEWCASTLE MANCHESTER, 
CARDIFF and THAMES VALLEY. ' 


Alderwick 


PeacheU & 


For further information contact BARRIE PALLEN on 071 404 3155 (office hours), 
facsimile 071 404 0140 or write, enclosing brief details to Alderwick PeacheD, and 
Partners Ltd* 125 High Holbom, London WClV 6QA. 


Send mar CV to . 
Richard Koafaow, 

Wffl CoaxMiaicetions Lht 
73-75 Scrub* Lone. 
London, NWI06QU. 



Specialist fi truitui c 
mailer Fulham based 
searching for Pegasus, 

P.C and Loots 123 
tilers nan book keeper. 
Doties include PAYE 
and older processing. 
Write with CV. toe 

Box no. 1456 


Borough Council 


We are unable to acknowledge receipt erf your 
application. If you wish an acknowledgement 

please endose a stamped self addressed envelope 
with your CV. 

The Council operates to a no smoking policy 
in all its buildings. 


SENIOR PRACTICE APPOINTMENTS 

Corporate Reconstruction Senior Manager London To £60,000 + Car 

Newly created high profile rote in the corpo ra te rec o ve ry dep ar tment of a top arnwmtanr.y firm. Working in a snail 
«p»-taK-a the is cm recooMrnctian and reorganisation pro ject s .for mapor oi ynisiti ons. The w oceg fa l 

- PpKrsm will be a ACA or linwisnrt Insolvency Prac titi oner aged 30-35. Corporate recovery experience it 

.-. m m I Additional exposure to corporate finimrr and/or reorg anis atioaa would be sdvxota^aBa ExceQon prospects 
for advancement. . . 

Computer Audit Manager London £35-50,000 + Car 

Exdtiag m § imaji mi ■Hwi i 4 mh^i [ i n w i w» (0 wib a mil ««im of minpii w mt ti i specialists. Liaising 

with p in»n the role vriB a high Icrd of e xp ert i se, marketing to < fe nw and internal departments, 

ly ami analyst evahmtion ^ naming amjgnmcnts. This a p po intm ent it likely to a tep Him trained ACA, 
aged 27-33, with 3-6 yean relevant post qualification experience . Hut class long term career pnnp e t rs. 

Insurance Tax Consultant London c£30,000 + Car 

Career opport unit y ent er in g the specialist insurance tax group of a up practice at Supervisor/AM level. The ideal 
applicant win bea newly or recently qualified ACA with a dean exam record, strong interpersonal 4iRs and at least one' 
year's esperisooe with the **» rfftiw of insurance and/or financial 

Corporate Recovery Assistant Manager London £28-30,000 

M*i4 in m «twH firm ,wl« 1 wwntly ACA wifh wnmil 7 ymi pQjt qnfifiCUtiOU CXpCDEXICe gODCd in COtpOratB 

Recovery and I nsol ve ncy work. The role is Mhdy to anit someone seekniRa varied, handwon rote deafing with a wide 
of Roceaversfaqr, investigation T i q uM n ina u nit 

For ■ ’ aftnu don on or other p* ^' *** vacancies p fa* oontact Jeff Davies or Q iriupt tr tciAi in strict 

confidence on 071 353 4212 (days) ar081979 8140/081691 1648 (everringsA weekends)-Alternatively mite to them at 
Davies Kidd, Hanribon Home, 1 Temple Avenue, Yktoria EmbenkmenL London EC4Y DBA. Em Na 071 353 0612. 


FINANCE DATABASE MANAGER 


c £20,000 NORTHANTS 


Challenging opportunity for a Part Qualified Accountant, possibly timebarrad 
to join tins progressive organisation. 

You wffl be responsible for cont roffl ng and verifying the timing, integrity and 
consistency of data used in various reporting systems. A thorough 
understanding of databases, sp rea dsheets and mainframes is essential, n 
addition to the co mpe ti tive salary, n xo o l o m benefits are offered. For further 
details please contact Wanrfy S m i th- 1 te w s . 

TEMPORARY COMPANY ACCOUNTANT £20,000 NORTHAMPTON 

Exceptional role for a Part Quafified or Quafified inrfividual ninth a proven track 
record within the manufacturing industry. In this po si t i on with prospects of 
permanency you will be responsHe for the accounting function of this £5 
Mffllon turnover company including, budgetary control, for eca sta , monthly 
management and statutory accounts. An snmediata start for this varied and 
challenging rots. For further details please contact Marion John so n. 

FINANCIAL PLANNING ANALYST c£25,000 + Benefits SWINDON 

Superb opportunity for highly self m o tiv a ted Quafified Accountant eager to 
assume a demanding role within a major org a n isati on. Key responsfoahies 
Incl ude s pecial projects co-ordination, corporate strategy initiation and 
profitabffltyanalysis. Computer literacy and spreadsheet modeling prowess is 
essential. For further detafis plea se contact Angela Cro ns 


DAVIES ^ KIDD 


SYSTEMS AUDITORS 

Start-up roles in a new and dynamic organisation 

Grca £20-25,000 + benefits 
Based North West or West Midlands 
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C onsi de ring a career change? If so the 
. one thfog you need is Information. 

Our Recruitment Exhibitions offer jou a 
unique opportunity to consider the 
benefits of a career as a RnandaJ 
Advisor. You wil meet Senior Managers 
from some of these leading Financial * 
-Services Companies and (Sseover the 
training, support, career development 
and variety of income packages they 
provide. 

Career opportunities east for people, 
aged 23-63. from a wide range of 
.badtfounds and ttperianca. 

To socaro year frao Invltatlos 
pluM phMw ttMi Exhibition 
mgiriiir on 0404 466066/486499 

fa— opiate 740pm. 


For further dstafis 
on I 


o contact the relevant Consultant 
28162 or write to 


77A ST. GILES STREET, NORTHAMPTON, NN1 1JF 


EUROPEAN 

OPERATIONS 

NEWTEAM 

Berks based £ negotiable 

Onr diem it a major US ™ akai i B g distribution 
mpflkaDoa widi mlw *nA madtctiiig operation* in 15 
co Bnu i a E m opewwfa. Due to m I b rime pined 
foroogh actuation and organic g rowth they now injure a 
proactive lean of young accountant* to farther develop 


The rolo will be aumieniaSy orientated, dealing with idea, 

Based in foe Eur o pea n HQ in BcrfcAttr,' yon w3 tepoa to foe 
US And uvd ed die Esfopcn opcnbMi acoonfiag todnn&dL 
(Tend is not opened w creed 50%) 

The team will requite a string Manager, under 38 yeas, who 
w31 have gamed exposure to Europe in a commurid 
e nrirom nenr. Applicant* from a hage practice with 
fj ct priouJ experience wifl ako be An Assistant 

Msupr asd three u nAjimm &y qoaHSal ACA’i are 

CmfidUm xhwld pp m f TI I Li mi ^h ■m m x w w 

iniiy ricil ikab, n^ethc with fiaw AU f uam l abffii y is doc or 
qxhC European lau^nj^- tnlulJj 1 qualified £uiupcn 
nationals will also be of intenm. 

Sabries w3J be competitive and the company offer* an 
.Wrjfri iir hetiefi n jurlaj. jnAwt i o g baOOS f Cat. lodfridnak 
ore expected y cqMafog h eaa eo 

am widun 18 tufas to 2 yn. 


\\ \Rv. iCK \J' i.i\; «k K 


sautes AND SSLECnON 
SJITE 2, EBC HOUSE. SXWBOAD. 
BOOiOND. StlUEV TOV 3NA 
TELEPHONE: 081-WO 4900 FACSIMILE. 061440 69 24 



Tbe Chfld Suppot Agency will become established 
in April 1993 and will be a unique organisation 
within tbe Department of Social Security, 
responsible far the delivery of a service to the 
public which has not been previously provided. 

It will develop a concept and methods of delivery 
both of which are entirely new. hi financial year 
1993/94 it will have a budget approaching £l20m. 

The Agency is now establishing an in-house team 
to provide an internal audit service Working in an 
environment where 70% of the staff wiD be new 
and undertaking training, there will be significant 
challenges. Successful applicants for these 
positions wil] be responsible for auditing a wide 
range of CSA systems in a variety of operational 
environments and will provide advice and support 
during the implementation of new systems. 

ReportingtotheHead of Internal Audit applicants 
may be based either at Birkenhead in the North 
West or Dudley in the West Midlands and will 


undertake some travel to other centres. They will 
most likely be professionally qualified internal 
auditors or accountants with relevant systems based 
experience, although those in the process 
of qualifying or qualified by experience wiH be 
actively considered. 

Relevant systems based audit experience together 
with an open and imaginative mind and an energetic 
approach to new challenges are considered vital 

For further details and to arrange an interview, 
please contact our consultant Conal Oldfield at 
Barclay Simpson Associates, Hamilton House. 

1 Temple Avenue, Victoria Embankment, 

London EC4Y0HA. 

Telephone 071936 2601. a am h 


support 

Department of Social Security 


’ ASSISTANT DI&ECTOR 

Penance and Central .Soyices __ 

Cheam. Surrey Salary c£30.000 

-Tbe Civil Setvibe-Benevofeflf FBad is a-Cbaray 
with over 220/100 member*. We employ 600 sou 
and have an annual incomes excess, of £8M. 
deriving from membership contributions and 
from foes paid at our 10 Residential and Care 
Homes. •' ■'■■■ *• • • • 

The creation "of the new post of AD Finance 
provides an excellent opportunity for a CCAB 
qualified accountant to join our management 
team, dealing - with a challenging range of 
financial, fundraising, musing care and casework 
issues. The Assistant Director wfll he responsible 
to the Fund's Director General for financial and 
administrative functions. 

The successful xa n dida t e will hove experience of 
working in a commercial environment, and a 
rood knowledge of current charity and pension 
legislation would be an advantage. He or sbe will 

* well-developed staff management skills 

* familiarity with appropriate IT systems. 

* excellent communication abilities. 

For more derails, please apply to Mrs. J. Posner, 
Gvfl Service Benevolent Fund, Fund House, 
Anne Bokryn’s Walk, Cheam, Sutton, Surrey, 
SM3 8DY. (TeL No. 081-642JB11, ext 145) The 
dosing date for completed applications will be 
14th April, 1993. 

THE CIVIL SERVICE BENEVOLENT FUND 


THE DEPARTMENT IS AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES EMPLOYER 


A leading American Investment Rank is 
seeking to employ European Fixed Income 
Trading and Sales professionals with a 
proven client base in the following areas: 

- Non-dollar and dollar government securities 

- Non-dollar and dollar eurobonds 

- Asset and mortgage backed products 

Minim u m experience of 3-5 yiars with a large 
international financial institution is essential. 
European language useful but not essential. 

Interested candidates should send their CVs to: 

P.O. Box no. 1454 




n— mrfa m a* CV Me 

The Company Ac cwte L 
CEPEC* 67 Jenxyn Street, London, &W1Y 6NY. 
.~r~i— ■«—M —t— — tm — Urn faxpfl M- 


j 1 ISLE OF MAN GOVERNMENT 

VVV FINANCIAL SUPERVISION COMMISSION 

SUPERVISOR - FINANCIAL SERVICES 

As one of the world's tearing international offshore centres, the bte of Mon is at the for e front of 
effective regulation of financial sendees provided in an offshore location. 

Regulation is carried out by the Financial Supervision Commission, whichis responsfole for the ticensing, 
regulation and supervision of banks and buftfing societies, collective investment schemes and 
investment businesses. 

As part of its continuing development, the Commission is establishing a Financial Services Departme nt ‘ 
and wishes to appoint someone of appropriat e background and experience to lead it. 

For this demanding and high profBe role, the Commission is looking for someone of maturity with a 
proven track record in the financial services Industry, who is able to manage and lead a team, and to 
deal and co m municate effectively and confidently at local and internat i o nal level. 

The successful cancfidate wffl be cfirectiy accountable to the Commission's Chief Executive, and wil be 
responsfole for the development and maintenance of on effective system for the regulation and 
supervision of coflective investment schemes and investment businesses and for the creation of a 
system of regulation of trustees and corporate adrrofomitora. ■ 

An attractive and competitive remuneration package wffl reflect the import ance of this key position in 
financial regulation. Interested candidates should write in confidence, prior to 16 Aprt 1993, mdosing 
a fuK CV, tor- 

Qiief Executive 

Financial Supervision Commission 

P O Box 53, 1-4 Goldie Terrace 
Upper Church Street 
Douglas, Isle of Man 


BEAR, STEARNS 

Bear, Stearns, a leading American Stockbrokiiig 
pnd Investment Banking company based in 
Do ck lands, seeks to employ a trading assistant to 
join its Fixed Income aes/L Graduate with degree 
in Business Studies, Economics, Mathematics, or 
related, required for this post. Computer literacy 
and prior work experience m financial 
institutions necessary. Ability to speak French 
useful 

Interested candidates should send their CVs to: 
. Katharine Wilder 
Rear, Stearns International Ltd 
One Canada Square 
London Eld SAD. 


GRADUATE TRAINEES 

TRAIN IN TAX OR INSOLVENCY 
£10-16,000 + STUDY NATIONWIDE 

We »e < u m e utly racnafai ea beUT rf a may of Owimd 
i to a wm uacy firm fonqkM Ibe TJX. far mnt gafatai ibto B 
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TELEPHONE 

071-481 


The Times Classified 
columns are read by well over 
a minion of tbe most affluent 
people in the country. The 
following categories appear 
regularly and are generally 
accompanied by relevant 
editorial articles. Use tbe 
coupon (right), and find out 
how easy, test and 
economical it is to advertise 
in The Times Classified. 

THE WORLD FAMOUS 
PERSONAL COLUMN, 
INCLUDING RENTALS, 
APPEARS EVERY DAY. 


MONDAY 

Education: University 
Appointments. Prep & Public 
School Appointments, 
Educational Cooxses. 
Scholarships and FeQowalnps 
with editorial. 

Lx Crtet de ti Citoc 
Secretarial Appointments. 

TUESDAY 

Legal An—n 

Sofia tors, Commercial 
Lawyers, Legal Officers, 
Private & Public Practice 
with efitoriaL 

Basteess b> Berness Bssioess 
opportunities. 


WEDNESDAY 

Crime de lx Crime: Secretarial Appointments 
Property: Residential, Town & Country, 

Overseas. Rentals. 

Commercial P t oaum with editorial. 

Media, Sates £ Marketing. 

THURSDAY 

Gexcral Appointments: Management, Eng in e eri ng, 
Science St Technology, with editorial. 

A rrmain IIII y & Finance. 

La Citew da la CHae 
Secretarial Appointments. 

Public M a eigrmrni . 

FRIDAY 

l nfa ni rim nl Aigwuimiieins. 

Overseas Opportunities, 

Maims The complete car b u yer's guide 
with editorial 


SATURDAY 


from the 


WEEKEND TIMES 

Shopaxomnb 
comfort oTyonr own 

Saturday ReadezvoosrThe 
place to expand your st-cial 
arete. 

Property; Residential, Town & 
Country. Overseas, Rentals. 

Guttering 

Saleroom: Arts and Antiques 
(monthly), 

SATURDAY REVIEW 
Overseas Holidays 


ffin Ufa- 0- ? is ^ 

3 centunctreft Court A Social £10 per line. Satar^y SS 

Name — ' ' • •' _ ' _ ' 

Address - ~ ^ 


Telephone (Daytime) . • " ' 

Date of insertion ■ '' ' _ = . 

dlrase dbw Oik wedfag days poor to iamba 4m) 
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ACCOUNTANCY 


ASB braced for a storm over 



- Sarah Bagnall says industry is facing a 
stark choice over how it will make 
^ meaningful valuations for balance sheets 


BRITISH businesses, espe¬ 
cially property companies,\vin 
not be happy with the 
Accounting _ Standards 
Board’s latest disfnfsrinn 
paper* which offers industry a 
stark choice on the way for¬ 
ward for valuing assets on the 
balance sheet The ASB does 
not expea its favoured option 
to be welcomed 
The proposals, outlined in a 
discussi on paper. The Role of 
Valuation in Financial Re¬ 
porting, deal wxth.ifre revalua¬ 
tion of property, exdtiding 
fixed assets, quoted invest¬ 
ments and commodfiy-Hke 

U stock and long-term stock. 

H Reform is long overdue as 
David Tweedie, ASB chair¬ 
man, says: “The current 
accounting system is flingi npy * 
It is a hybrid system involving 
valuing assets generally at 
historical costs but induding. 
current values on an irregular 
basis. Consequently, some as¬ 
sets appear at historical costs 
while others are at revalued 
amounts; including some that 
are out of date. - ' • 

Users of accounts can there¬ 
fore be confronted with fairly 
meaningless balance sheets, 
where the mix of valuations is 
chosen by management The 
myriad different valuations 
can obscure a company’s real 
asset strength ana make ac¬ 
curate com pa risons between 
companies impossible. 

Mr Tweedie said there were 
three options: a return to pure 
historical cost accounting; a 
move to a full current value 
system; or to amend the on- : 
rent hybrid sy stem to make' 


current valuation more of a 
, norm. The ASB. phnnps for 
the latter but this is likely to 
trigger a scathing attack 
because it might bit profits as 
well as affecting the balance 
sheeL This is because the ASB 
proposes that companies wifi 
have to revalue: certain assets 
on a more consistent basis. 

If the proposals are adopted, 
companies win not be able to 
dump into one feat's profits a 
gain -which has taken years to 
build up. For example, com¬ 
panies that dispose of assets 
which they have had fbryezus, 
such as a land bank, can take 
. the profir into current year, 
proms. The question is 
whether you can legitimately 
take into 1993 profits, the 
profit fromrthe sale of a land 
hank acquired in die 1930s,” 
said MrTweedie. 

Companies have also timed 
asset sales to boost profits. The 
sale of hade investments has 
been popular while some com¬ 
panies have beenable to create 
profits: by sefizng big property 
assets and repurchasing them 
later. Joint ventures and sale 
and ' lpaQpharlre are-. Ot he r de¬ 
vices for a one-off profit when 
part may relate to the past 

The proposals will also dear 
distinctions between perman¬ 
ent and temporary : dimin¬ 
ution in asset values. Many 
companies! are not recording 
shaip.falk in iovestcaatt prop- 
erty ^uev as. opposed to 
tradingproperties, saying the 
drop is ontytemporary. Regu¬ 
lar revaluations wifi pu t an 
out to this by requiring com¬ 
panies to show assets at cur¬ 



rent market value and taking 
a charge to the profit and loss 
account This is a more accu¬ 
rate and meaningful ap¬ 
proach. Mr Tweedie says, 
because creditors mil be able 
to see asset values at today’s 


ent is unacceptable." The pub¬ 
lic bas a choice, be added, “if 
you don't like regular revalua¬ 
tions then we can go back to 
pore historical cost accounting 
but when the problems of his¬ 
torical cost accounting come 


‘Creditors will be able to see assets 
at today’s prices. If a firm collapses, 
it is the current value that is relevant’ 


prices. If a company collapses 
the current not historic, value 
is relevant 

He knows this approach will 
not be welcomed with open 
arms by industry. and 
recognises it is subjective. "But 
what we have got at the mom- 


home to roost don't blame the 
ASB." 

The ASB’s proposals are 
based on Chapter 5 of its draft 
Statement of Principles “ Mea¬ 
surement in financial stale- 
merits", also published today. 
The principles laid out in 


Chapter 5 are the “ideal", said 
Mr Tweedie. “It is where we 
think accounting should go. 
But we are not saying do it 
because people are not ready 
to come here yet It is untried, 
unrested and there isn’t die 
demand for it" he added. 

Tbe ASB proposals on valu¬ 
ation takes accounting only 
part of the way towards this 
ideal. If the ASB's strategy is 
accepted, interested parties 
have until June 30 to respond, 
then the ASB will seek advice 
from professional bodies on 
whether the proposals should 
apply to only the largest com¬ 
panies and whether revalua¬ 
tions should be undertaken 
solely by internal valuers, by 
internal valuers with an exter¬ 
nal review, or solely by exter¬ 
nal valuers. 



as the only way 
of auditors 


ByPETERIAYHE 


In a most genteel manner, 
eyebrows have been finnly 
hoisted on a good many feces 
in . the accountancy 
profession. 

Tbe futnre development of 
auditing has been placed 
under dose scrutiny by re¬ 
sponses made to the Auditing 
Practices Board paper (also 
called the McEariane Report). 
Given the unease on the 
status and perception of ex¬ 
ternal auditing, toe APB is to 
be congratulated upon open¬ 
ing up the debate. 

> The Chartered Institute of 
Management Accountants 
has come out with dear .re- 
commendatkms. GMA rep¬ 
resents 33,000 qualified man¬ 
agement accountants, many 
part of management teams _of 
commercial and industrial 
businesses — they are more 
likely to be engaging auditors 
than practising audit work. 

CIMA believes nothing 
short of separation of audi¬ 
tors from the rest of the 


5 All change 
for audit 
partners 

A REGULAR compulsory 
change in the partner of a firm 
who each client came a 

step nearer tins week- After 
responses to an earlier c onsult^ 
afion document the chartered 
accountants joint, ethics com¬ 
mittee issued a policy “white 
paper" that would impose 
rotation of the engage men t 
partner at least once every 

seven years. • 

j An audit partner wifi also 
* have to-go through a quaran¬ 
tine period of five years after 
being rotated out of one audit 

before taking it on again. 1ms 

proposal quarantine period 
has been extended from toe 
two to three years mooted in 

the eariier consolation papa*. 

After final consultation, toe 
proposals will go to toe three 
national chartered accountan¬ 
cy institutes forapprovaLLime 
further change is expected, not 
least because the CAJEC poU- 

cv meets recommendations at 

the Cadbury committee on 

corporate governance. 

The new guidance wmbe 
compulsory for audits of listed 
, and other public interest com- 

Janies but wifi 

mendaiion only for small 

companies. Tbe new. rate 

uSiidbe Phased inover twoto 

toe years to aroid a 

fogmary^roundwitobm^ 

dials of audn partners 
swapping places at once- 


accounting community wH 
satisfy tite perception of inde¬ 
pendence required by share¬ 
holders and those who own 
and run businesses. 

Some outside observers 
have readied snnflar condn- 
sfonsand also believe that toe 
Chinese walls separating au¬ 
dit and toe provision of toe 
generality more lucrative con¬ 
sultancy services are of little 
protection to the shareholder 
and represent a substantial 
impediment to the overt rec¬ 
ognition of auditor indepen- 
dence and impartiality- . 

. Ifris is essentialtya debate 
over the auditing of big com¬ 
panies. We would expect most 
s maller companies to foil 
outside . toe. scope of any 
futnre system for toe regula¬ 
tion of external auditing. 

When it comes to auditi n g 
listed companies and other 
businesses in the puhfic eye, 
CIMA shares tbe concern of 
toe APB tint there is an ex¬ 
pectation gap between what 
tbe public, shareholders, and 
other interested . parties 
believe auditors -should do 
and what they actually do. 

CIMA wants to see the 
establishment of an audit 
commission to take over toe 
functions of tire existing regu¬ 
latory machineiy. Its respon¬ 
sibilities would indude: the 
Auditing Practices - Board, 
those parts of the accountan¬ 
cy bodies which ' currently 
regulate and register audi¬ 
tors, the appropriate sections 
of toe Chartered Accountants 
and the ACCA ethics commit- 


GLear recommendations: Peter Layhe of CIMA 


tees, and finally* the profes¬ 
sion’s . joint distipfinaiy 
scheme in respect of auditors. 
CIMA has pot forward these 
external awfit ground rules: 

□ It most remain a financial 

Sit must be divorced from 
the rest of the accountancy 
. profession and independently 
regulated. 

□ It should not expand its 
involvement beyond report¬ 
ing on financial performance 
controls, and financial as¬ 
pects . of .• corporate 
governance. 

The case for separating the 


auditor function is over¬ 
whelming. Too many finan¬ 
cial scflwdflls of international 
proportions have occurred in 
recent years in businesses 
which have been able to 
brandish a dean audit report: 

The accountancy profession 
must act, both for its own 
good name and in self-de¬ 
fence to protect itself from the 
future prospect of ruinous 
lawsuits against auditors. 
That threat is already becom¬ 
ing a grim reality in tbe 
United States: 

GMA believes a change in 
the law is needed to support 


auditors where significant ir¬ 
regularities have been found 
or where there are grounds 
for suspicion. At the end of 
the day, auditors placed in 
such a position should be 
entitled to report their con¬ 
cerns to regulatory authori¬ 
ties with some degree of 
protection from legal action. 

CIMA’s wish to separate 
auditing should be seen in 
conjunction with toe insti¬ 
tute's strong belief that in all 
big companies there should 
be a very highly developed 
system of internal controls 
which has been set up by toe 
management Internal con¬ 
trols should be the first line of 
defence for a company rather 
than placing reliance upon 
outside auditors. 

GMA is campaigning on 
the importance of haring a 
strong and independent audit 
committee drawn from tbe 
non-executive directors of toe 
company. An audit commit¬ 
tee’s job is to make sure the 
company’s internal control 
systems are adequate, secure, 
and safe. 

To formalise the work of the 
audit committee, its chair¬ 
man should be required to 
report to tbe annual meeting 
and in writing in the annual 
report If all stakeholders in 
the company are to sleep 
more soundly at nights this is 
not work that can be left to 
outside auditors. 

The author is chairman of 
the Imv and parliamentary 
committee of the Chartered 
Institute of Management 
Accountants 


Revenue has a nudge 
from the Chancellor 


ABOUT a month before toe Budget this year 
Price Waterhouse produced a very useful 
publication. Called Modem Budgets 1945 — 
1992 . it provided a guide to what bad been 
said, what had been promised, and what, 
with hindsight, just looked plain daft, in each 
of the post-war Budgets. From this booklet, 
you could learn such fascinating facts as that 
in 18 of those years the duty on alcohol had 
risen and that in only three had it fallen. Or 
that in 1945 the income tax rate was 5Op in 
the pound and that the single person’s 
allowance was £80. 

What the book does not tell you, and for 
very good reason, is how many times 
Chancellors of tbe Exchequer have decided to 
devote a portion of their speech to toe subject 
of audit. The reason for that is simple. Budget 
speeches are supposed to rivet and persuade 
the nation’s voters and taxpayers rather than 
send them to sleep. 

This year, in admittedly a veiy long speech 
delivered in lacklustre style, there was 
suddenly a section about audit This was, to 
say the least, unusual. But as in all the best 
mysteries the due to the solution is toe old 
business of the dog which didn't baric. This is 
what Mr Lamont said. “At 
present all incorporated busi¬ 
nesses must have their ac¬ 
counts audited. While it is 
clearly important that ac¬ 
counts should be reliable and 
indeed, that the Inland Reve¬ 
nue and other users should 
have toe assurance they need 
that the accounts have been 
drawn up properly, toe cur¬ 
rent statutory audit require¬ 
ment imposes a dispropor¬ 
tionate cost on smaller 
businesses. My Rt Hon 
friend, toe President of toe 
Board of Trade; will there¬ 
fore shortly be issuing a 
consultative document set¬ 
ting out options for reducing 
this burden, at least for toe 

very smallest incorporated _ 

businesses. This would deliv¬ 
er significant savings and would represent a 
major step in cutting out red tape." Now there 
is absolutely nothing new in any of that. We 
all know the document is on its way. We all 
know it is but a tiny measure. Even after Mr 
Lament's change to the VAT threshold we are 
talking here of companies which have a 
turnover ceiling of £37.600. Even a relatively 
homemade company such as John Birr 
Enterprises could swallow four of them in 
terms of size. 

Tbe significance of its appearance in toe 
Budget speech is political. First, publidsing a 
few deregulatory measures helps toe efforts to 
convince small businesses that the govern¬ 
ment is doing something for them, however 
small. Second, and much more important, is 
the significance in Whitehall. It effectively 
fires a very risible and noisy broadside across 
the bows of tire Inland Revenue. The taxmen 
have always feared what might happen if the 
legal reason for small companies to have an 
audit was removed. Parity this is because 
taxmen are. by nature, training and through 
environmental conditioning, at best wary and 
at worst paranoid. 

Without legislation pinning down all these 



Robert 

Bruce 


crafty small business people they fear there 
will be no certainty in tbe figures they have to 
raty on. They, of course, forget ihat pressures 
from within small businesses to produce 
reliable figures will still remain. The business¬ 
es will still need loans, banks win still need 
reliable and independently certified informa¬ 
tion. The sort of “compilation report" which 
has been suggested as an alternative to an 
audit would sub them fine. 

The Inland Revenue is not, however, a body 
given to embracing reform or change. It is not 
m its nature. So in the end even the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer has to be roped 
in to the campaign to give the fax authorities a 
bit of a shove. 

Another rather more analytical piece of 
persuasion has also just been produced. This 
is the English ICA's publication of the 
responses it has received from within the 
profession and the financial community to toe 
consultative paper on toe topic that its 
financial reporting and auditing group 
produced last year. 

These responses reveal ihat even the banks 
now favour getting rid of the need for a 
statutory audit of the very smallest companies. 

provided an independent 
compilation report is avail¬ 
able. There are three issues to 
be resolved. The scope of any 
alternative report, the size at 
which companies could opr 
out and the views, in particu¬ 
lar of small audit firms, 
which could feel that their 
livelihood is under threat 
The responses show that 
50 per cent favoured a 
straightforward independent 
compilation report with 
many fewer in favour of 
something tougher. They 
also show that a majority 
want at least companies with¬ 
in the VAT turnover thresh¬ 
old to be able to opt out of 
audit But a substantial num- 

_ ber felt that the VAT cash 

accounting threshold, which 
was then £300,000 fait which the Budget 
raised to £350,000. should be toe yardstick. 

Perhaps most surprising of all was that 79 
per cent of sole practitioners were in favour of 
some form of relaxation of the rules. Within 
that, moreover, some 57 per cent wanted 
complete exemption for small companies. 
Firms with between two and five partners 
were 64 per cent in favour of . some sort of 
relaxation, of which 61 per cent wanted total 
exemption. 

This does not suggest that the widely held 
view to at small practitioners would be against 
getting rid of the small audit because it would 
somehow lose them business is correct If 
anything it .should, by freeing them to 
concentrate bn more useful client work, 
increase business. 

. The Institute has now’sent its report and its 
file of back-up responses to toe Department of 
Trade and Indusny. If toe DTI has any sense, 
it should roll the documentation up and. after 
seeking out the appropriate Inland Revenue 
official, bash him over toe head with it 

• The author is associate editor of 
Accountancy Age 
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Insurers’ novel arguments do not constitute precedent 


From the chairman of the 
practice insurance 
requirements committee 
ofthelCAEW 

Sir, I refer to the article 
entitled “Indemnity insurance 
falls to protect clients against 
fraud" (March 11). 

It is important to bear in 
mind that the arguments ad¬ 
vanced by the insurers in the 
cited case'are novel and that, in 
toe absence of any prior Eng¬ 
lish authority or formal judg¬ 
ment, they do not constitute 
arty form of precedent. The 
particular circumstances of 
this case da however, give rise 
to important considerations in 
terms of the institute's 
madatory scheme which wifi 
be considered, in detail, at my 
committee’s next meeting. The 
insurers’ argument was found¬ 
ed. in part, upon an answer to 
a question in the proposal form 
being false and the troth of 
that answer being warranted, 
on behalf of the partnership, to 
be true. This argument, al¬ 
though not casting doubt upon 


the adequacy of toe institute’s 
minimum polity warding, 
does serve to negate the effect 
of the special institute condi¬ 
tion concerning innocent non¬ 
disclosure; quite deariy, it is 
unacceptable that innocent 
partners and clients should 
thereby be rendered unpro¬ 
tected in such circumstances. 

The separate issue of a 
general indemnity fund was 
given prominence by the Law 
Society’s recent consultative 
paper 77ie Cost of Default. In 
common with Scottish and 
Irish institutes, this institute 
maintains a scheme to com¬ 
pensate clients for losses aris¬ 
ing from investment business 
in cases where all other forms 
of redress, specifically profes¬ 
sional indemnity cover, sol¬ 
vency bonds and partnerships’ 


assets, have been exhausted- It 
has not previously been con¬ 
sidered necessary to establish a 
parallel scheme to discharge 
any dvil liability incurred by 
firms not otherwise met, large¬ 
ly because accountants, in the 
course of their normal profes¬ 
sional services, do not handle 
comparable amounts of gener¬ 
al dienr monies. J should 
point out that last year the 
institute implemented manda¬ 
tory regulations governing toe 
management of non-invest¬ 
ment business clients’ monies, 
compliance with which is 
checked as pan of the joint 
monitoring unit’s programme 
of visits to firms. 

Yours faithfully. 

EMILE WOOLF, 

Chartered Accountants’ Hall. 
Moorgate Place, EC2. 


Sense of vision needed for insolvency work 


ACCA goes 
backagain 

The Chartered Association of 
Certified Accountants (ACCA) 
is back in South Africa afreran 
exile lasting 40 years. David 
Bishop, ACCA president,, 
joined Antoea Rose, deputy 
chief executive, on toe first 
high-profile mission to toe 
republic since the 1950s. 
-Times are changing” say* 
Bishop, a senior partner of 
KPMG Peat Marwidc. who 
packed in up to seven meet¬ 
ings a day with a range of 
financial dignitaries from 
Derek Keys, ministi^ of fi¬ 
nance, down. ACCA has ap¬ 
pointed an. official repres¬ 
entative in Souto Africa and 
hopes to make some inroads 
in a society that is dominated 
by chartered accountants. 

Topical lips 

UPS on minimising your risk 
as a company director are on 
hand at an .informal s e m i n ar 
that is being in London, today 



and ‘ which is- organised by 
' AIG Europe, theinsurer. Tou¬ 
che. Ross, and Cameron 
Markby Hewitt, toe City law 
fiim. Legal, accounting and 
. insurance matters are on toe 
agenda together with some 
advice mi- avoiding potential 
lawsuits or disciplinary action. 
The seminar starts at 4.30pm- 
Details from Trida Waygood 
on (071) 936 300a 


CHARTERED accountants 
who have been out of work for 
a year or more are most likely 
to bd aged in'-their forties or 
fiftterand male. The age hu* 
die h as been exacerbated by 
. the recession, according to a 
review in. the latest issue of Ac- 
couttangr^Jhc English insti¬ 
tute's monthly journal,- which, 
estimates toat between 600 
and .700.lCA members have 
. been oar of work for more 
than a year. Anyone who has 


been unemployed for more 
than nine months wDl find 
many doois dosed, but there is 
toe case of one lucky account¬ 
ant who has just beenoffered a 
-permanent job after two and a 
half years on the sidelines. He 
is somewhat unlikely to turn it 
down. 

Green giant 

The truth is out...Ernst & 
Young's London offices pro¬ 
duce 10 forms of waste" a 
week—enough tofrD a double 
decker bus. In a fit of “green" 
enthusiasm, toe firm commis¬ 
sioned an audit which found 
that 50 per cent of the waste is 
readable. Now. after changes 
in purchasing policy and toe 
■ increased recycling of paper, 
cans and other materi als , toe 
firm can now recycle-22 per 
cent of toe waste produced. 
The project has bear running 
for 18 months so far and saved 
£15,000 in toe Btst year. 


Great Scott 

SCOTT Barnes, corporate re¬ 
covery partner at Grant 
Thornton, never expected to 
find himself acting as a dating 
agency but his role as adminis¬ 
trative receiver to The Galleria 
shopping centre on the A1 at 
Hatfield. Hertfordshire, has 
been making a Cupid of him. 
While Barnes continues in his 
search to find a buyer for the 
centre, in administrative re¬ 
ceivership since October, local 
pensioners have been flocking 
to the Wednesday afternoon 
tea dances held at tbe centre 
which have become some¬ 
thing of a cult hit 

Shrink fever 

THE United Kingdom phe* 
nomen on of the "shrinking" 
profession — remember toe 
Big Eight? — has its parallels 
across the pond, it seems. Of 
America’s 25 largest firms of 


accountants in 1973. only 10 
are still going in 1993. accord¬ 
ing to Bowman's Accounting 
Report an American newslet¬ 
ter. American number- 
cruncheis who talk about toe 
Six Pack are wondering if the 
United States is heading for 
toe Final Four. 

Coopers’ hat-trick 

N M ROTHSCHILD topped 
the league of investment 
banks for international priva¬ 
tisation assignments last year, 
beating CS First Boston by 
only one place. Goldman 
Sachs was third, followed by 
Samuel Montagu and Mor¬ 
gan Grenfell according to a 
league table by Privatisation 
International, toe newdetter 
based in London. Among ac¬ 
countants, Coopers & Lybrand 
was fop for toe third year run¬ 
ning, followed by KPMG. Ar¬ 
thur Andersen, Price 
Waterhouse and Ernst & 
Young. 


Jon Ashworth 


From Mr T.C. Carter 

Sir, Much has been written 
about insolvency law and 
practice, some of it, in my 
opinion, ill informed. 

However, in Roger Greg¬ 
ory's artide (Accountancy 
Times. March 4). two sen¬ 
tences stand out 
“Rescue culture is primarily a 
state of mind not a section of 
toe Insolvency Act” and “The 
much criticised legislation fa¬ 
cilitates, rather than stifles, toe 
solution”. 

I fear that too many of those 
who undertake work as insol¬ 
vency practitioners Jack toe 
vision to work for restructur¬ 
ing of business. 

In essence, they follow 
grandfather's advice and find 
toe easy way out for them. 
Their stale of mind has not 
moved forward to a rescue 
culture. 

On a personal level. 1 know 
that rescues are possible, even 
relisting of Stock Exchange 
suspended companies. How¬ 
ever. my experience indicates 
that my task would be easier if 
I could ensure that: 

1) Creditors’ ability to “score 
points" at toe expense of the 
business were limited. The 
Insolvency Act has limited toe 


ability of toe utilities to “score 
points”. Could toe same rules 
be extended to all suppliers 
such that continuity of supply 
be obtained while a business 
strategy was determined 
through a Company Volun¬ 
tary Arrangement or similar? 
2) The task of rescue would be 
easier if it were possible for 
administrative receivers to 
bring forward Company Vol¬ 
untary Arrangements in their 
own name rather than haring 
to act through the directors. A 
change in the Insolvency Art 
would be required to make 
this possible. 

While some complain about 
the Insolvency Act, which 
does have its quirks, I consider 
it is usable and. wish thought, 
it works for most matters. 

Furthermore, I do com¬ 
mend toe combination of Ad¬ 
ministration (if need be) and 
Company Voluntary Arrange¬ 
ments or Schemes of Arrange¬ 
ment for companies and they 
do not have to be excessively 
expensive. 

Yours faithfully. 

T.C. CARTER 
Insolvency Practitioner, 

12. Harvey Road. 

Gufldfoni, 

Surrey. 
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Golden chance to refresh the spirit 


Flocks of visitors will be taking religious 
holidays or making pilgrimages 
abroad this Easter. Harvey Elliott reports 


A s tour operators, travel 
agents and airlines pre¬ 
pare for the traditional 
Easter getaway, dozens of 
church groups are planning to 
spend the festival in the Holy Land 
or follow in the footsteps of St Paul 
in Turkey or Greece. 

After a dramatic drop in the 
number of visitois to Israel between 
1987 and 1991 following the 
Palestinian uprising and the Gulf 
war. visitors, especially those anx¬ 
ious to experience the real meaning 
of Easter, have begun to return in 
record numbers. 

So great has been the renewed 
interest In religious visits and 
pilgrimages that a conference, 
organised by Living Stones, the 
ecumenical trust, was held in 
London last week to explain to the 
growing number of would-be pil¬ 
grims what is involved and how to 
go about organising their trip. 

Although about 1.75 million 
people visited Israel last year, only 
an estimated 20 per cent of these 
had religious reasons for travelling. 
The Commission for Christian 
Pilgrimages gave the number of 
British Catholic pilgrims to the 
Holy Land as 1.387 in 51 separate 
groups in 1991. although around 
20.000 Christians of all denomina¬ 
tions will visit this year. 

The recession has had comparer 
tively little effect on the numbers, as 
most visitors are so determined to 
make the trip that they save up for 


years. Prices charged by the hand¬ 
ful of specialist tour operators who 
arrange the visits are up to 10 per 
cent higher this year than last 
because of surcharges imposed as a 
result of the fall in the value of the 
dollar. There is also a growing 
shortage of accommodation as the 
number of pflgrims from the 
former Soviet Union rises sharply. 

“This may mark a return to a 
phenomenon of the early years of 
the century when up to 15,000 
Russian pilgrims visited Jerusalem 
annually, taking in both Christmas 
and Easter,” said BQl Hayton. 
administrator of Living Stones 
(081-744 9078). Although many 
pilgrims stay in church hostels and 
some in people's houses, most now 
go to the many modem hotels 
outside the Old City. 

Tourist are also becoming inter¬ 
ested in Turkey and Greece, and 
the chance to follow the route taken 
by St PauL Some visitors, however, 
have complained that they are often 
herded up one mountain after 
another simply to look at yet 
another ruined church. 

“We want to avoid the situation 
where visitors spend most of their 
pilgrimage on buses being whisked 


between sites without understand¬ 
ing the significance of the place." 
Mr Hayton said. 

The Rev David Pradl, who works 
at the St Luke's Hospice in Harrow 
and specialises in religious travel 
arrangements, said: ‘There is a 
definite growth in interest in holi¬ 
days that provide time for spiritual 
reflection. But the problem of 
accommodation is now becoming 
serious in many of the most 
popular areas such as Assisi, Rome, 

and Jerusalem." 

He urged visitors to Jerusalem to 
contact the Pilgrim Information 
Office on arrival which provides 
details of the hundreds of services 
held over Easter and which 
churches can take worshippers. 

ichael Hodgson of 
Maranatha Tours 
(081-959 5303). 
which specialises in 
organising groups on religious 
tours, says that it is essential to 
travel with like-minded groups. 

“A religious tour can prove a 
minefield of problems unless you 
are with the right group. The 
terminology is very mffierent for 
Catholic. Baptist, Anglican or Pen¬ 


tecostal Christians, and if a group is 
to stay together for a week or more 
it is essential that the leader of die 
group is of the same denomination. 
People have childhood images and 
are looking for confirmation of 
their ideas of the Holy places or a 
further understanding of the Bible 
lands," he said. 

A ten-day tour of file Holy Land 
Staying in medium grade hotels 
over Easter costs about £750 per 
person and about £850 for a tour of 
Turkey and Greece. 

Andy Webster erf McCabe Travel 
(081-675 6828) has six groups 
leaving for Israel over Easter, many 
of whom will celebrate their own 
mass or eucharist in churches 
which have been booked in 
advance. 

One popular tour this year leaves 
on April 6 and includes accommo¬ 
dation in St Andrew's Hospice in 
Jerusalem, escorted visits to all of 
the most important Biblical sites 
and the chance to join the congre¬ 
gation of St Andrew's Church on 
Easter zooming. The ten-day trip 
costs £660 per person. Religious 
tours are also organised by 
InterChurch Travel (freephone 
0800 300 444). 

Easter breaks in the Costa Del 
Sal are also growing in popularity, 
thanks to the good weather and the 
processions and passion plays 
which take place in most villages 
and which have changed little since 
the 14th century. 




BRITAIN 

■ Easter can be a particularly 
lonely time for single people and 
Acorn Activities (0432 357335) 
has a three-night break for £200 
exclusively to cater for them. 
Based in a specially built centre in 
the Wye Valley four miles south of 
Hereford, the full-board breaks 
include evening entertainment 
barbecues and the choice of 
abseiling, caring, canoeing, raft¬ 
ing, orienteering and rock 
climbing. 

■ The Copthome Hotel in 
Newcastle (091-222 0333) has 
two inrer-connecting rooms suit¬ 


able for two adults and two 
children for two nights with 
admission to a load leisure attrac¬ 
tion and a children's fun packplus 
gift egg and video show for£l 84. 

■ Forte Hotels (0345 404040) is 
offering four-night breaks for the 
price of three at 19 hotels across 
the country over Easter, with 
prices starting at 05 per person 
including three-course dinner 
and full breakfast 

■ The Holiday Inn in Mayfair, 
London (071-493 8282) is charg¬ 


ing £99 per night for a double 
room induding breakfast and 
either lunch or dinner with 
complimentary wine and Easter 
eggs. 

■ The Hotel Nelson in Norwich 
(06C3 760260) is induding a 
cruise from the hotel quay on the 
river Wensum and spring flowers 
to take home in its £170 half¬ 
board five-night Easter break. 

■ Goldenrafl (0904 638973) has 
a range of self drive and rail- 
indusrvE resort and dty Easter 


breaks throughout Britain from 
£79 for three nights half board. 

OVERSEAS 

■ Keycamp Holidays (081-395 
4000) are offering a ten-night 
holiday at Camping La Baume 
near Frfjus on the Cote d'Azur for 
£219 per family of four induding 
feny and tented accommodation. 

■ The Seychelles offers guaran¬ 
teed sunshine over Easter, and 

Tropical Places (0342 825123) 

can provide 13 nights’ bed and 
breakfast at a three-star hold and 
return flights from Gatwick on 
March 27 for £775 per person. 
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Big is beautiful: the extraordinary Luxor hotel and entertainment centre dominates the Las Vegas skyline 

Las Vegas goes for the jackpot 


T he image of Las Vegas 
as a gambling-only dty 
is about to change. Sev¬ 
eral of the city's leading casino 
operators are building Disney- 
style theme parks — aimed at 
attracting whole families. 

The city’s tourist chiefs have 
realised that by adding enter¬ 
tainment centres more famil¬ 
iar to southern California and 
Florida, tlwy could attract even 
bigger numbers of visitors to 
the Nevada Desert each year. 


The city famed for its glitz and 
gambling has discovered families 


Of all the developments, the 
most spectacular is the $1 
billion complex being built by 
the MGM Grand Group. 
When it opens next spring, it 
will indude a 5.000-room 
hotel — believed to be the 
world's biggest and will also 
have a vast casino and enter¬ 
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tainment centre, based on the 
Wizard of Oz theme. 

Even by American stan¬ 
dards. the complex is huge. 
Within the 112-acre site, there 
wifl be a yellow brick road and 
crystal spires. There will also 
be state-of-the-art roller coast¬ 
ers, a rapid rivers type ride and 
several swimming pools. A 
novel idea is a "youth hotel", 
where children will be able to 
enjoy a range of activities for 
the young, while their parents 
gamble in the adjoining 
casino. 

The main hotel is on an 
unprecedented scale. Of the 
5,000 bedrooms. 744 will be 
luxury suites. There wffl be 93 
elevators and 100,000 sq ft of 
marble. Larry Woolf, the 
MGM Grand president, jok¬ 
ingly says the company wants 
to attract what he calls the 
Addicts — the adrenalin-driv¬ 
en dual income couples who 
feel guilty about leaving their 
children at home. 

Several other substantial de¬ 
velopments are under way. 
These indude the “Treasure 
Island" complex run by Mi¬ 
rage Resorts. Although small¬ 
er than the Grand, this hotel 
will have 3,000 bedrooms, 
4,500 staff and a range of 
activities associated with the 
book of the same name. 

However, the most extraor¬ 
dinary of the new complexes is 
a pyramid-shaped hold and 
entertainment centre to be 
called Luxor. The backer. Cir¬ 


cus Circus Enterprises, already 
operates the city's Excalibur 
Casino, but it is so confident of 
the city's growing tourism 
potential that it is investing 
$350 million (£240 million] in 
the new complex. 

When it opens in October, it 
will simulate an archaeologi¬ 
cal dig and highlight three 
Egyptian themed cities, repre¬ 
senting the past, the present, 
and future. Within die 30- 
storey pyramid, there will be a 
casino, a 2.500-room hotel, as 
weD as replicas of a vast range 
of Egyptian artefacts, indud¬ 
ing a full scale reproduction of 
King Tutankhamun's tomb. 

The other big development 
under way is a 1,000-foot 
Stratosphere Tower, which 
win indude an amusement 
ride, observation deck, revolv¬ 
ing restaurant, and. being Las 
Vegas, a wedding chapel Be¬ 
neath the tower, when the 
complex opens next summer, 
win either be a tiger habitat or 
a giant under-water shark 
tank. 

The developers of the com¬ 
plexes are confident that Las 
Vegas can become America's 
tourism capital by combining 
Disney-style family attractions 
with the 24-hours-a-day gam¬ 
bling centres which the city 
already boasts. 

However, the one element 
which prevents Las Vegas 
from breaming the ultimate 
tourist resort is a lack of golden 
beaches — although there is 
probably some American en¬ 
trepreneur already working on 
that. 

Alan Jabez 
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British Midland pledges fare cuts of up to 40 percent 


B ritish Midland, Brit¬ 
ain's second biggest 
scheduled airline, is 
poised to take on protected 
state-owned continental carri¬ 
ers by flying on some of the 
busiest — and most expensive 
—intra-European routes. This 
could lead to fore cuts of up to 
40 percent 

British Midland wants to be 
the first airline to take foil 
advantage of new “open skies” 
legislation. Detailed plans for 
the airline to have aircraft 
based on the Continent and 
operating between cities such 
as Paris, Rome, Frankfurt and 
Madrid have already been 
drafted, and the airline hopes 
for takeoff earty next year. . 

For all non-British routes, 
British Midland would adopt 
a new name to provide a 
European-wide image. The 
new operation, based on three 
main centres which the airline 
is keeping secret to prevent 
competitors from spiking its 
guns, should be set up next 
year. 

The proposed operation is 
being firmly backed by the 
British government, which is 
also anxious to force the Euro¬ 
pean Community to prevent 
other governments from sup¬ 
porting their national airlines 
with state aid. The UK govern¬ 
ment is already preparing its 
objections to proposals by the 
Irish government to pump 
extra cash into Aer Lingus. 

John MacGregor, the trans¬ 
port secretary, said this week 
that for too Jong international 
aviation had been dominated 
by a “closely controlled carve 
up of air services between 
national flag carriers”. 

“Governments should no 
longer be giving their national 
flag carriers favoured treat- 
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Lower fares: Sir Michael 


ment protecting them even 
from competition, from other 
domestic airlines," he said. 

An example of how high 
fores can be within Europe is 
the £558 unrestricted return 
business fore on the 248-mile 
journey between Paris and 
Amsterdam. This compares 
with £270 return charged ty 
British Midland between 
Heathrow and Paris — a 
distance of 215 miles. 

Mr MacGregor said; “Once 
an airline has got its EC 
operating licence, it is free to 
fly on virtually any route 
within the Community. Air¬ 
lines are free to set their fores 
according to their own com¬ 
mercial judgment, rather than 
have them determined tty a 
regulator.” It is this new rule 


which.British Midland plans 
to exploit :. 

Aircraft in British Airways’ 
lively alrearty fly front Paris to 
a number erf European desti¬ 
nations, but this follows an 
investment try BA-., in the 
French carrier, TAT, arid fares 
-on ffie .routes are identical to 
those charged by Air France. 

British Midland'will be 
operating on its own and its 
mam objective will be sharply 
to reduce fores. It daims an 
enormous success with the 
launch of its Diamond 
. EuroCIass, which offers sav¬ 
ings of up to- 40 pot cent 
against competing airlines op¬ 
erating out of Heatbrow. 

The plan now is to extend 
that policy into the heartland 
of Europe. Already KLM and 
Aer Lingus have responded to 
the British Midland challenge 
by reducing business dais 
fores from Heathrow to Dub¬ 
lin and Amsterdam. 

"Battle has been joined in a 
price war which means that 
Europe's air travellers will at 
last reap the benefits of the 
ECs open skies deregulation 
policy," Sir Michael Bishop, 
the chairman of British Mid¬ 
land, said. “For the first time 
ever, the prospect of lower air¬ 
fares for the business traveller 
is becoming a reality." 

Harvey Eluott 


America 

bound 

CUNARD has introduced a 
five-day crossing to New York 
sailing on the QE2 and re¬ 
turning fay air. Prices start at 
£595, induding all food and 
entertainment on board, ac¬ 
commodation for two or three 
nights In a first class Manhat¬ 
tan hotel a sightseeing tour 
in New York, the flight be¬ 
tween New York and London 
and all. transfers. Available 
dates May 6, May28,June22 
or July 26 (071-491 3930). 

PARIS Travel Service (0920 , 
467467) offers two nights in#) 
Paris, departing Heathrow, 
from £170 (two-star bold) to 
£288 (four-star deluxe hotel) 
induding accommodation 
with breakfast transfers and 
a Metro pass. 

A SEVEN-NIGHT holiday in 
the Harz mo untains, eastern 
Germany, taken during May, 
costs from £329 per person 
(based on two sharing). Avail¬ 
able from Moswin Tours Ltd 
(0533 714982), the price in¬ 
cludes hotel accommodation 
on a bed and breakfast basis 
and car feny from Harwich t# 
the Hook of Holland. 
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Economy Class 
Til March 31st 
kWrtH More Greats 
Value In April 


Ca!t your travel agent or SAA: 251-259 Regent Street, London 
W1R TAD Tel: 071-734 9841. Manchester: 061-834 4435. 
Birmingham: 021-643 9605. Glasgow: 041-221 0015, 


UNIQUE TRAIN SPECIAL 

Saturday 1st May 

CIjb» 47/8 Locomotive, wood paneled let ctesa c o aches. 
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At this rate you would think 
it was Christmas ... 

£109 

• • Per Night 

(Indudn BmAJau & VAT) 


Rates valid firm April 9th to, 12th 1993 
To make a reservation just asA for the Easter rate 
and call 


IO 


0714931232 
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I t may take a tittle nerve to 
walk mto one-of London's 
plush, fivtsstar hotels and 
start haggling over room 
prices. But the benefits arc real: 
some of the capital’s most prestE 
£pous holds are offering discounts 
of up to half their published prices. 

XtHidon’s hotel trade is viewed as 

a barometer fra- foewholeindustry. 
Amid the recession, hoteliers have 
also'been hard hit by a slump in 
hookmp caused by anxiety at the 
time of the Golf war, but a recent 
survey has indicated that premium 
hotels, at least, are slowly climbing 
out of the recession. 

Around 160 hoteliers from 20 
countries, members of the Euro¬ 
pean Hotel Manapw^* ASS OCttfiOD . 
met recently to discuss the prob¬ 
lems facing their industiy. They 
concluded that die trend to dis¬ 
count room rates to draw in 
business had not worked- • 

A midweek stroll down London's 
Park Lane, though, reveals that 
even internationally renowned ho¬ 
tels can stiff be persuaded to do a 
deaL Most of these 1 hotels charge 
around £200 a night for a single 
room, but when approached with a 
little panache, two woe willing to 
offer discounts onthespot 
The Hilton offered ft) reduce its 
single room rate of £1 SO a night by 
£60 and the Inter-Continental said 
it could art its rate ffom : £190 to 
£165 if I wished to check in there 
and then. 

Three other holds, the Grosve- 
nor House, the Dorchester and the 
Inn on die Park refused, politely, to 
negotiate on rates. The receptionist 
at the £211-a-night Grosvenor 
House said that die only way I - 
could get a reduction on that price 
was if my company had an account 


West End streets 
in search of the 
best discount for 
a hotel room 


with the hotel or through a travel 
agent The Dorchester — £180 — 
said its rale was competitive and 
there was no hope of a discount 
The Inn on the Park said its £200 
phis VAT was the best it could do. 

On the phone, the Sheraton in 
Belgravia said its normal rate was 
£200 but offered £99. The Athenae¬ 
um. in Piccadilly, initially quoted 
£165 phis VAT. but - . 

quickly adjusted to 
£130. Brown's: in 
Mayfair, said it 
could supply a sin¬ 
gle room, normally 
£175. for under 
£100: Cheaper ho¬ 
tels also respond to 
negotiation. Hie _______ 

' Hospitality Inn, in 
Bayswater, normally £75 a night 
offered a-weekend rate of £39. 
including breakfast 

The recession has brought home 
to hoteliers the simple truth that an 
; empty hotel room yields nothing. 

. -According to a, survey by Howart 
Consulting and the English Tourist 
Board, hotel occupancy was down 
to 48 per cent in: 1992. compared 
With 51 per cent the previous year. 


Hotel haggler: Peter Victor outside the five-star London Hilton, where he was able to hooka £180 per night room for just £120 


The simple truth 
is that an empty 
hotel room yields 
: nothing 


London’s top hotels — those 
charging more than €85.50 per 
angle room per night — bucked 
that trend, as they increased their 
occupancy rates by 2 per cent to 
65 percent 

The downturn in occupancy is 
reflected in figures prepared by 
Green Belfidd Smith, a division of 
Touche Ross, which provides mnn- 
_ agement consul¬ 
tancy and accoun¬ 
tancy services to the 
leisure, tourism 
and catering indus¬ 
tries- It has report¬ 
ed an increase m 
the number of ho¬ 
tels going into re- 

_ ceivership. Andries 

de Vaal, a partner 
at T ouche Ross, said that Hor- 
wath/ETB’s research indicated voE 
ante was starting to return to the 
hotel market but there is stiff 
pressure on hoteliers to continue to 
discount rales: “For the time bong, 
organised buyers, be they corporate 
or tour operators or even swhched- 
on individuals, are able to negotiate 
reductions.” 

They need to be quick, though, 


because London may soon return 
to its traditional shortage of rooms, 
allowing hoteliers to hold firm to 
their pricing polities a gain . 

For the customer seeking bar¬ 
gains, it is worth noting that it is 
much harder to persuade a hotel to 
drop its price on Monday or 
Thursday nights, when hotels are 
in greater demand. Increasingly, 
the more profes¬ 
sional hoteliers are 
turning to the sort 
of revenue manage¬ 
ment systems that 
have been in use for 
some time by the 
airline industry. 

Hotels can make 

a derision on _ 

whether and how 
much to discount a room to 
guarantee that the maximum num¬ 
ber of rooms are occupied for the 
maximum return. Dedicated com¬ 
puter software tdls management 
how many rooms are likely to go 
unlet basal on charging the fuD 
rate. They can then discount 

appropriately. 

The Copthome Tara was one of 
the first hotels in Europe to install a 


‘Switched-on 
individuals are 
able to negotiate 
reductions’ 


computerised revenue manage¬ 
ment system. Eighteen months ago 
it started using an American system 
called Impact Eoin Dillon, the 
hold’s general manager, said foe 
System had enabled it to improve 
occupancy and revenue during the 
recession: The system will really 
come into its own when the market 
is a bit better but it has been a 
_ considerable ad¬ 
vantage. Our pos¬ 
ition in the marker 
has improved.” 

The system ab¬ 
sorbs derails of new 
bookings and 
“learns" from expe¬ 
rience. Even so, Mr 
_ Dillon said, its out¬ 
put is used only as 
guidance: “Computers are interest¬ 
ing but they don’t make derisions.” 

He said, however, that the cus¬ 
tomer does benefit : “You might 
ring today and get X room at Y 
discount You could ring tomorrow 
and get a different price because 
we've sold as many as we want to at 
Y. You might get an even cheaper 
price." 

Graham Tayfer. the chairman of 


the British Association of Hotel 
Representatives; said that hotel 
managers were all aware of selling 
a perishable product: “If we don’t 
sell that room tonight, then the 
chance is gone. However, if hoie- 
liers are pushed to offer discounts to 
survive, then the level of service 
must drop in the long term. We 
have to reinvest Discounting in a 
non-stienufic way is not in the 
interests of the customer." 

Both the Grosvenor House and 
Brown’s are Forte hotels. The 
group says its polity’ is not to offer 
discounts: “The company prefers to 
add value. Apart from corporate 
discounts it might be possible to do 
a dad if a businessman turns up 
late one evening but normally we 
don't do discounts for rack-rate 
business.” 

For those businessmen who find 
the idea of haggling over a hotel 
check-in counter distasteful the 
Guild of Business Travel agents has 
produced a worldwide guide to 
preferential and discounted corpo¬ 
rate rates which can be obtained by 
guild members. 

• Guild of Business Travel Agents 
071-2222744. 


Lap-top computers and other electronic devices may soon be banned on some flights as they could interfere with navigation controls 


N orthwest Airlines is to 
tighten controls on pas¬ 
sengers’ use of electron-, 
ic equipment on board' 
its aircraft following increasing 
evidence that some devices can 
interfere with aircraft navigation 
equipment, Harvey BlSottymteS. , 
Friwn nowon. afi electronic items 
must be stowed for takeoff and 
landing and only approved devices 
— calculators, portable computers, 
tape players and some electronic 
games — will be allowed onoe the ' 
aircraft is higher than 10,000ft ■ 



John Kern. Northwesfs vice 
president for operations, said: 
“Safety is our number one priority 
■ arid-since questions remain as to 
the effect-some electronic devices 
have on aircraft navigational sys¬ 
tems we fed these restrictions are 
compatible with both the safety 
demands of our cockpit crew and 
the comfort of oor passengers." 

About 40 pilots throughout 


America have complained to the 
US government that their flight 
controls were upset fay passengers’ 
electronic gadgets. The complaints 
have p ro m pted an airline industry 
group to posh for an outright ban. 

“There is a feeling among pilots 
that these devices cause interfer¬ 
ence. Daring audal phases of 
flight pilots don’t have alot of time 
to react" said Tim Neal spokes¬ 


man for the Air Transport 'Associ¬ 
ation, orATA 

The organisation, representing 
19 major airlines, is pressing the 
government for an in-flight ban on 
all electronic devices from lap-top 
computers to compact disc'players 
and remote-control toys.' •• v‘ 

Recently, the Federal Aviation 
Administration (FAA) issued a 
wanting to pilots of possible inter¬ 


ference from these devices but it 
added “foe probability of all neces¬ 
sary conditions occurring simulta¬ 
neously is extremely low". It has 
ordered further study. 

Though the interference is rare, a 
sampling of complaints that pilots 
fifed anonymously with foe govern¬ 
ment’s NASA Aviation Safety Re¬ 
porting System described extra¬ 
ordinary interruption of controls. 


Research showed that a majority 
of the complaints about interfer¬ 
ence involved cellular phones or 
citizens’ band radios. The second- 
most common complaint involved 
lap-top computers, followed by 
remote-control toys. 

Delta Airlines has a list of 
prohibited items foal indudes cellu¬ 
lar phones, portable CD players 
and FM receivers. The list is posted 
on foe back of foe airline seats. 

British Airways routinely warns 
passengers not to use portable 
telephones in flighL 


Qantas 
set for 
a battle 

BA’s move into 
Pacific routes will 
not be unopposed 

S ir Colin Marshall, British 
Airways’ chairman, will at¬ 
tend a meeting of Qarrtas' 
board next month for the first time 
since BA bought 25 per cent of foe 
Australian airline earlier this 
month. Joanna Walters writes . 

At foal meeting, board members 
— now inducting Sir Colin and two 
other British members — are 
expected to discuss how much 
influence BA will be allowed. 

There is every likelihood that foe 
board wiQ decide to incorporate its 
domestic arm, Australian Airlines, 
acquired last year, into a single 
Qantas brand. 

John Ward, the company's man¬ 
aging director said that the govern¬ 
ment-held 75 per cent holding in 
Qantas is likely to go on sale in 
October or November. Indications 
are that foe airline wifl be valued at 
between El .3 and £1.6 billion. 

The deal with BA comes as 
Australia is turning increasingly to 
the Asia-Pacific region and is 
talking of becoming a republic. 
"That is a sign that the deal was 
judged on its business merits and 



Influential: Sir Colin Marshall 

not by political factors," Mr Ward 
said. "The future of Qantas is very 
much in Asia, and it is because of 
that not in spite of it that we have 
so much to offer BA” 

But Qantas/BA may yet find 
itself head-to-head with a new force 
on foe LUC-Australia route try 
. 1995.Singapore International Air¬ 
lines has signed an agreement with 
Ansett Australia, which, as part of 
foe government’s deregulation pro¬ 
cess, has been allowed to apply for 
international traffic rights. With 
the help of SLA cash, Ansett could 
start phasing in regional routes in 
competition with Qantas. 

Joanna Wallers writes for Travel Trade 
Gazene. 





Spruced upc Antwerp from the river Scheldt—a real revival is taking place 


Antwerp uncovers 
its cultural roots 


S ix years ago. Bob Cools 
derided to set the city of 
Antwerp a challenge: he 
would nominate his ary as foe 
Cultural Capital of Europe for 
1993. Mr Cools is foe mayor 
of Antwerp and he knew 
perfectly well that few people 
in the city, let alone anywhere 
else, would take it seriously as 
a cultural metropolis. Yet to¬ 
morrow the Belgian city takes 
over foe mantle from Madrid. 

In foe 16th century. Ant¬ 
werp may have been twice the 
size of London and home to 
Van Dyck and Rubens but 
Belgium’s northern port is 
now a grime-encrusted urban 

melting pot whose glone wre 
flattened by German bombers 

and post-war planners. 

Mr Cods was suggestm? 
that the city re-invent itself. 
The EC’S scheme to nominate 

a ' city of culture" earii year be¬ 
gan as little more ton a 
Sfanmick dreamt up ty JJ* 
then Greek 

Melina Merooun. By degrees, 
foe tide has become aaiefor 




negieaea ones w w -rr- 

their industrial shefb- Mr 
Cools was inspired uyGras- 
S. which held to trite m 
?$6 and used * asfoe 
i i launehpad for an energetic 

''TEsrssst***- 

trick by in combining a low- 
key arts festival with hraary m- 
veament in restoring to atyfc 
monuments. The ® 

gramme, which runs to l to 

end of foe year, is “P® 5 ** 
free — no Matisse shows, no 


Europe’s new 
rily of culture 
is using the , 
yearto 
reinvent 
its image 

Dame Kiri Te Kanawa — bit 
it unrolls against a restored 
and regenerated city backdrop 
which will remain when the 
theatre companies, children's 
village, equestrian ballet and 
video screens have faded away. 
“Glasgow targeted a change 
in the image of a.whole city." 
says Mark Vanderbeeken of 
Antwerp *93. "We are aiming 
to tefl people drat Antwerp has 
moved from being an industri¬ 
al labourers’ city to something 
more culturally happening.” 

Any visitor searching for foe 
cultural happening will be 
.struck by the extravagant scale 
of Mr Vandeibeeken’s opti¬ 
mism. Antwerp is a grisfy 
jumble of architectural medi¬ 
ocrity. The city’s site at foe 
mouth of foe. river Scheldt has 
been, arid-stiff is, a magnet 
drawing streams of itinerant 
people from across Europe. • 
The 20th century has not 
been kind to foe city. 
Higgledypiggiedy Hate 17fo 
century houses cower behind 
dirt, neon signs and clanging 
trams, The opera house is on 


foe ring road. The city's trea¬ 
sures are scattered and little- 
labeffed: a nondescript street 
can reveal the calm oasis of a 
small Flemish renaissance 
cloister, but few guide books 
wffl take you there. The organ¬ 
isers of Antwerp *93 sensibly 
accepted that even by spend¬ 
ing £20 million on foe culture 
year and puffing in another 
£60 million in related invest¬ 
ment; they could not provide a 
□tirade cure lor long neglect. 

The cathedral under scaf¬ 
folding and tarpaulins for al¬ 
most two decades, reopens re¬ 
stored this weekend. The mag¬ 
nificent neo-classical station 
has been cleaned and rc- 
gffded. The two main shop¬ 
ping streets have been made 
pedestrian precincts. Best of 
all the dty has spent two yeare 
on a lotting restoration of foe 
eariy 19fo-centuiy Bcuria the¬ 
atre, ending a decade of disuse 
and deterioration. Mr Cools’s 
trick is writing: foe combined 
effect of foe dean-rip is greater 
than foe sum of to projects. 

Hie claims of urban renewal 
are exaggerated only on to 
riverfront where the wrought- 
iron loading sheds on the old 
docks are still a series of messy 
car parks. Antwerp has barely 
begun to imitate the water- 
front revival projects of Ameri¬ 
ca’s seaports, But in foe rest of 
a city, a real revival is faking 
shape. 

v George Brock 

•AjtfKwp , 93..29 Grots Marti, 
Antwerp. 010323 226 9300 


Grecian 

Virgin 

VIRGIN Atlantic starts a 
scheduled daily service to 
Athens from Gatwick 
next week under a fran¬ 
chise agreement with foe 
Greek-based South East 
European Airlines. The 
Hermes (business) class 
service will offer 36-inch 
seat pitch, with 132 econ¬ 
omy seats offering 32- 
inch pitcfaL Economy 
fares are expected to start 
at £265 return and £688 
return for Hermes (busi¬ 
ness) class. Call 0293 
747747 for economy 
dass and 0293 747500 
for Hermes. 

Go for a song 

YOU can travel in style to 
see Luciano Pavarotti’s 
only performance in foe 
United Kingdom this 



Trained- Pavarotti 

year. For an afl-mdusrve 
£380, Orient Express is 
offering a package that 
indudes a seat in foe first 
IS rows of foe arena at 
Leeds Castle. Kent, on 
August 29. following a 
journey on its Britfch 
Pullman train, with 
champagne and a late 
lunch on to way there 
and a light supper on foe 
return trip. 

For further details, con¬ 
tact Julia Turner. 071- 
620 0003. 


Weekend 

On Saturday: Boulogne 
since to last femes left; 
a family weekend break 
in Paris; and how to 
awid Paris by car 



DON’T LET A BURGLAR 
SPRING-CLEAN YOU OUT. 




Spring is approaching. The time for bank holiday breaks and, of 
course, burglars. Who knows what you could come home to? 

Make sure it's you that does the spring cleaning. Invest in a 
Telecom Security System with 24-hour monitoring. 

Where an ordinary burglar alarm will simply ring if an 
unwanted intruder enters, ours sends a signal down your telephone 
line to our Central Monitoring Station. We contact the emergency 
services for you in person (and we even check for false alarms). 

We’re there 24 hours a day whether you’re there or not. 
And you’re even covered for fire or medical emergencies. Total 
peace of mind. 

Make sure you’re not left wirh an empty feeling. Simply cal] the 
number below or return the coupon for more information. 


CALL US FREE ON 0800 010 999 DAY OR NIGHT 



Ni 

res ID like to i*riOW MORE ABOUT TELECOM SECURITY. (PLEASE TICK AS WROPRWE I v -*■’ 

O PLEAS SEND ME MV FREE COPY Of rOL'fi COtOLW BROCHURE RIGHT AJMv 
C PLEASE CONTACT ME TO ARRANGE A FREE WCME SURVE » 

WS/S/H/TO 

UR.V%,LVSSM5 MTWiLS SLAMS ... 

iMC' CrfllAiii 

ADDRESS' .... 

..Telecom 

POSTCODE . TEL.„... m 

TO TELECOM SECURITY LIMITED. FREEPOST (TK619). SfiC II T I iV 

FELTHAM TtVi3 4BR (NO STAMP NEEDED! W 

A TELECOM SECURITY SYSTEM FOR MOST HOMES WITH UP TO THREE 9EDBOOM5 COST? FROM £M5 ANNUAL MONITORING FEE 
PROVIDING 2fl HOUR PROTECTION IS f 1J9 PRICES CORRECT AT TIME OF GOING TO PRESS 13/931 


PEACE OF MIND, AROUND THE CLOCK. 


! 
















































32 EQUITY PRICES 


THE TIMES THURSDAY MARCH 2 5 1993 


From your PonfotiQ Plus cart check your 
eight share puce movements on this page 
Only. Add them up to give you your overall 
total and dock this against (he daily 
dividend fieure. If it matches you have won 
Outncht era short of the daily prise money 
staled, Jf you win. Mow the claim procedure 1 
on the back oE your card- Always haw your 
card available when da inring. Game rules 
appear on ihe back of your card. 
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Company 
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Foods 
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Business Serv | 


Banks, Disc 


Property 


Breweries 
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More O'FemD 
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Property 


Property 


Building. Rds 


Leisure 


Paper. Prini 


H n liftin g Prk 


C Tunes Newspapers Ltd. Tool 


Please rake into account am' minus signs 


£1.000 MATCH THE SHARES 

If you have ticked off yoor eighth share 
in ottr Match The Shares game today. 
dahn vour prize by telephoning 0254 
5327? between 10.00 am andTJOpm 
(see the Sunday Times for foil defalk) 


The winner of yesterday’s Portfolio 
Plus prize of £2.000 was Mre M 
Jarvis of Chester. Cheshire. 
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Shares drift in dull trading 


ACCOUNT DAYS: Dealings began March 15. Dealings end March 26. §Con tan go day March 29. Settlement day April 5. 

SForward hareains are pennitied on two pnMous buaness days- Prices recorded are ai marioetekse. Oianges are calmlated 

on die previous day's dose, but adjustment are znadc when a stock is ex-dividend. Changes yiads and pnee/eamings ratios 
are based on middle prices. 
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THEATRE page 34 

At her most incisive; 
Judi Dench brings 
the new Shaffer play 
into the West End 


ARTS 


PROFILE page 35 

Howard Barker's new 
play will not harm his 
reputation for rocking 
the Establishment boat 






C INEMA: Geoff Brown on thenew releases, from the Oscar-nominated Indochine to the blustery Wind 

Deneuve grows older disgracefully 


M adame Minh Tam is 
plainly perplexed by 
the doings in Indo- 
dbinc. “I'D never un- 
aerstand Ftench people’s love 
stones." she says. “So much folly, 
nuy. suffering.” During the two 
and a half boars of R6gjs 
Wargnier’s sumptuous romantic 
— the kind you fomt g hf 

nobody made any more—there are 

plenty of reasons for Mme Minh. a 
wealthy businesswo man, to raise 
an degant eyebrow. 

Look, for starters, at 
Deneuve, for long 

k years the Phan® - - = 

■ ™- ice Indodune 

queen: as Eliane 

Devries, autocratic 
ruler of a large . Forever Yi 
rubber plantation PG. MGM 

in 1930s Saigon, Wittgenst 

this ageless, beauty ICACinem 

breaks into smfles. The Distil 

and 

with a young naval lr’ 

officer in the bade Square 

of her car while the Wind 

chauffeur waits in PG, Plaza 
tbe rain. Her dress IL , . 
sense, though, re¬ 
mains exquisitely refined: each 
scene brings a different ravishing 
ensemble. 

Deneuve's performance as the 
female epitome of French colonial: 
ism is beguiling. No minated for a 
Best Actress Oscar, she has already 
won the equivalent French C&sar. 
Yef it is not. finally, her love story 
that this romantic epic celebrates. 
That honour belongs to 17-year-old 
Lrnh Dan Pham, as CamiUe. 
Eliane's adopted daughter. 

Where Eliane quickly forsakes 
the youth with the gleaming white 
duds and epaulettes, fiamiTte suc¬ 
cumbs to amour fou. Abandoning 
foe trappings of privilege, she 
follows Vincent Perez’s dashing 
naval officer to a remote outpost. ~ 
shoots a French steve-seDer. and 
dees foe authorities in: a country . 
quaking wifo communist unrest 
Indochine is spectaadaiiy tfaged 
by Wargnier, among, authentic eye¬ 
popping scenery. You really fed the 
heat foe sweat, foe easy luxury and 
foe back-breaking toff. The novel¬ 
ettish story, to be sure; needs every 
decoration going: on the few occa¬ 
sions when it stands naked, tbe film 
begins to droop. There are chunky 
transitions to a framing story set in 


derstand 


Indochine 

12. CurzonWest End 

Forever Young 

PG, MGM Haymaricet 

Wittgenstein 

ICA Cinema ' 

The Distinguished 
Gentleman 
. IS, Odeon Leicester 
Square 
Wind 
PG. Plaza 


refined: each 
Dent ravishing 


1954. the year of French Indo¬ 
china’s demise, and Patrick Doyle’s 
ever-present music leans to the 
mediocre. Bui that ends foe debit 
sheet. whoever yearns for the 
opulent escapist cinema of old win 
find many more pleasures. 

Forever Young is another film to 
stark up against foe odious violence 
of much modem movie-making. 
Here is Mel Gibson, as wholesome 
as ma’s apple pie, with blue eyes to 
inateh the California dry. He starts 
out in 1939-..a test pilot, brave and 
true in foe air, out a dreadful 

_ • \ ditherer when it 

=j| comes to kwe. Des¬ 

olate after his 
West End sweetheart’s 

Jung death. Gibson wrf- 

unteeisforascien- 
Haymarfcs tfct pars deep¬ 
en freeze experiment 

pi • ' and disappears 

into a splendid 
j • contraption that 

, might have come 

1 boms. Flash Gor- 

don serial He 
thaws out by acci¬ 
dent in 1992, 
alone and con¬ 
fused until he 
meets Jamie Lee Curtis, a gutsy 
single parent with a young boy in 
need of a dad. Wifi Md ever find 
true love again? And when wifi grey 
hah- and wrinkles catch him up? 

Fffiyyears ago. Holtywood made 
a speciality of comforting fantasies 
such as this. Jeffrey Abrams’s script 
updates foe formula with refresh¬ 
ing zest and never overdoes the 
time^travdling jokes a few encoun¬ 
ters with answering machines and 
a television advertisement for 
“Thighmasteri’ prove just enough. 
Relationships are what matter hoe; 
and though Gibson spends too 
much time muring his charm, Lee 
Curtis, young Elijah Wood and the 
director Stew .Miner bring scenes 
to life vrifo foe right mix of warmth 
and ascrmgency.. 

. From Gibson wejnrnp to Ludwig 
Wittgenstein, linguistic philoso¬ 
pher. bom in Vienna, long resident 
in Cambridge, author of foe 
Tructatus , Logkd-Philosophicus. 
(1921). -No pinrup he, though 
Derek Jarman does his best in 
Wittgenstein to dress foe film in 
allaimg conceits and make the 
man's thinking as approachable as 
possible. Since Wittgenstein dealt 
m higher matters, such as the 




Last tango in Saigon: Catherine Deneuve as Eliane Devries and linh Dan Pham as her adopted daughter Camille in a scene from Regis Wargnier’s Indochine 


meaning of. meaning, this is a 
considerable feat No doubt foe 
Oxford professor Terry Eagleton’s 
work on the script helped here. 

Wittgenstein first appeals as a 
child prodigy but for foe most part, 
he is a setf-toriiiring adult formu¬ 
lating his semantic theories while 
harbouring passions for. Betty 
GraWe movies and a woridng-dass 
lad called Johnny. As plajred by 
Kail Johnson, Wittgenstein seems 
a sobersides; but around him 
dusters foe customary Jarman 
carnival from Tilda Swinton’s 
haughty Lady OttoKne MorreD to 
John. Quentin’s prancing John 
Maynard Keynes (puce suit, green 


waistcoat). Jarman even rustles up 
a green Martian for Wittgenstein 
to converse with: these scenes, 
however, are not foe most persua¬ 
sive. The film works best when at its 
simplest, with Wittgenstein, 
Keynes and Michael Gough’s 
Bertrand Russell arguing the toss 
in spare, evocative sets, and making 
foe most abstruse notions palpable. 

S o few Elms today excite the 
eye and stimulate foe intel¬ 
lect Wittgenstein achieves 
both with an impressive 
light touch and, at 75 minutes, it 
knows exactly when to stop. This 
thinking person's vaudeville show 


might not match The Garden for 
poetic power, but you sense a 
master film-maker at work. 

Not so The Distinguished Gen¬ 
tleman. Instead we get a master 
egotist, Eddie Murphy. This long- 
winded comedy about congressio¬ 
nal corruption in Washington D.C. 
may not be as obnoxious as his last 
venture. Boomerang, but there is 
still enough of foot trademark 
laugh and smug, beaming smile to 
curl the toes. 

Murphy plays Tom Johnson, a 
Florida conman who gets himself 
elected to Congress and basks in 
foe perks and kickbacks. Until, that 
is, he meets a kid with a brain 


cancer possibly caused by her 
school’s proximity to high-voltage 
power lines. A soda) conscience 
dawns, and Murphy picks up 
James Stewart's torch from Mr 
Smith Goes to Washington. 

The film never reaches foe satiri¬ 
cal level of Bob Roberts: broad 
buffoonery and star mugging rule. 
The obedient director is British 
export Jonathan Lynn, who 
showed for sharper political teeth in 
the days of Yes. Minister: 

Wind is the landlubber's night¬ 
mare: a two-hour film about'the 
America’s Cup, awash with sea 
spray, billowing canvas, and athlet¬ 
ic types climbing rigging. Visually, 


Carroll Ballard's film is impressive: 
John Toll's camera throws us into 
the marine huriv-buriy, and snatch¬ 
es surprising images from foe 
scenes on land, in Newport and the 
Utah desert. Yet in plot terms. 
Wind never sets saiL 
The script fictionalises real 
events: an unprecedented Ameri¬ 
can defeat at foe hands of Australia 
is turned into victory. But when the 
crew is led by a dullard like 
Manhew Modine, who cares who 
wins? Things improve in Utah, 
when foe team’s eccentricities poke 
through. Then Wind takes to the 
water again and it's time to yell 
“Cliche ahoyT 


TELEVISION REVIEW: Two new comedy series 


COMMENT 



Bastille besieged? 


Bowles lives on 




Disapproving daughters: Honeysuckle Weeks (left). Victoria Shalet in Goggle Eyes 

Groans and growing up 


iolescence seems to be 
rs awkward an age for 
division planners as it 
■ Henry James. Child- 
a known and lavishly 
for quantity, but be- 
foe kids' stuff and 
•djy adult television 
n fiWefined area, cur- 
xrupied by repeals of 
mfiom Unde. 
ima series that looks at 

Toatcoridescensionbut 

amour, through 12- 
[ eyes, is a rarity: the 
isode of Goggle Eyes 
I adapted by Deborah 
ch from foe novel by 
ine. did just that, and 
otablywdL 

joggle eyes themselves 
d, not to the series’ 
figure. 1 2-year-old Kit- 
^uckle Weeks), butto 
ifoer’s new, balding, 


strong). . 

iful thinking about 
f the nuclear family 
and Moggach haw 
ged the rack which 
[ unm entatori prefer 
that (because of foe 
i pressure on foe 
night about by foe 
i of the coramun- 
t onaMiuriearfem- 

Li. rtf 


An adaptation; 
from a novel is 
appreciated, but 
not a comedian’s 
View of his life 

The new thought that occ¬ 
urred to me while watching 
was that a generation of 
irresponsible me-first adults 
may be producing an extraor- 
dinaiy race of super-children 
much Older than their years. 

Much of the first episode 
consisted of amusing itde- 
revecsal in which Lesley 
Manville’s animal rigbls-cam- 
paigmng .divorcee . dashed 
dippfly around like a teenager 
on speed preparing for dates 
with middle-aged men, white 
her daughters. Kitty and Jude 
(Victoria Shalet. 11. awesome- 
^ skilled at flattery) looked on 
and gave advice. 

Weeks showed no embar¬ 
rassment in adding foe star¬ 
ring role of Kitty- hers was a 
performance of remarkable 
maturity. and emotional 
ra nge, able to express not just 
foe surface resentment cawed 

by Gerald's intrusion, but also, 

and movingly, foe feelings of 


F or some months now 
tbe future of foe Bastille 
Opera has been a talk¬ 
ing point in Paris — not least 
inside the bunding itself. The 
widely predicted right-wing 
election victory was bound to 
have an effect in a country 
where the arts are a political 
football. Doubtless Tuesday's 
prediction by the president of 
foe National library that the 
theatre would be dosed down 
was the first shot in the 
complicated tactical man- 
oeuvrings that will charac¬ 
terise the coming months as 
various half-backs defend their 
own comers. 

The commissioning of foe 
theatre was a political act by 
President Mitterrand, a ges¬ 
ture in the direction of 
popularising the high arts. 
Even before the bull ding was 
finished politics raised foeir 
head: in foe first period of 
"cohabitation" in 1986, foe 
prime minister Jacgues Chirac 
decreed modifications to the 
multi-auditorium complex. 
The appointment of Daniel 
Barenboim as artistic director 
at a publicised me^a-salaiy 
and his plans for elitist, festi¬ 
val-style seasons — not 
Mitterrand’s idea at all—were 


neglect and disappointment finished politics raised their 
lying underneath. head: in foe first period of 

The excellent Armstrong "cohabitation" in 1986, foe 
was fully stretched fielding the prime minister Jacques Chirac 
two girls and a malevolent cat. decreed modifications to the 
and a splendid cameo as a multi-auditorium complex, 
deaf babysitter came from foe The appointment of Daniel 
indestructible Thora HinL Barenboim as artistic director 
Card Wiseman's direction at a publicised mega-salary 
was sensitive. and his plans for elitist, festi- 

The family which produced vakstyle seasons — not 
Norman Lovett, playing “him- Mitterrand’s idea at all—were 
sdT in his new comedy series 
I. Lovett (BBC 2). could never 
have been nuclear — more a 
mixture erf Charles Addams 
and Scottish communist. His 
bourgeois4oathing poet father 
brought him up to be artisti¬ 
cally miserable, and the result 
was foe desperate, hopeless 
longing to be normal which 
often seems to be a character¬ 
istic of people called Norman. 

Lovett of course, could not 
be “normal", however hard he 
tried, with his lop-sided, fish¬ 
like face and toothless grin. 

How one responds to his 
sfightiy maudlin whimsy, 
streaked with surrealistic visu¬ 
al touches, is probably . a per¬ 
sonal matter. I felt that a scene 
featuring a head-scratching 
psychiatrist who turns into a 
gorilla owed more than a little 
to Thuiber, and comparisons 
were not flattering. 

HARRY Eyres Pferns Bergfc Bastille boss 



Rodney M lines 

on the cultural 
consequences of 
victory for the 
right wing in the 
French elections 


countered by foe president’s 
appointment of his friend 
Pierre Berg6 as overall boss: 
Bergfe sacked Barenboim, the 
first of many regular changes 
of top management, now so 
frequent that it is virtually 
impossible to keep trade. 

Mitterrand’s vision of popu¬ 
lar opera faded: ticket prices 
are almost twice those that he 
envisaged, though with a top 
of £65 they compare well with 
Londoa The building costs 
spiralled to around £350 mil¬ 
lion, and the current cost to the 
government is £84 million 
annually. There are severe 
acoustical problems and foe 
main auditorium is chilly and 
unwelcoming. 

Down foe road at the 
Chaielet the Theatre Musical 
de Paris, instituted by Chirac 
in his capacity as mayor of 
Paris, promotes top flight op¬ 
era, including some 
Barenboim-ChCreau projects 
once intended for the Bastffle. 

So. will — should — foe 
Bastille fell once more? Proba¬ 
bly not For a start it is a 
success with the public; the 
theatre is habitually full- It has 
mounted as many successes as 
failures — the recent St Fran¬ 
cois tV Assise and Jeanne ttArc 
au Bticher were hailed as 
cultural triumphs, and there 
have been such high profile 
stagings as lady Macbeth of 
Mtsensk, a smart Robert Wil¬ 
son Magic Flute and foe Tales 
of Hoffmann, as wen as the 
inescapable Pavarotti and Do¬ 
mingo evenings. 

And the Bastille has one 
undoubted artistic trump up 
its sleeve, the emergence of 
Myung-Whun Chung as a 
music director of international 


distinction, a serious and pop¬ 
ular musician and in no sense 
an absentee landlord. Indeed, 
his popularity has led to his 
flexing his own political mus¬ 
cles — last autumn's disposal 
of foe general administrator 
Georges Francois Hirsch was 
said to have been foe result of a 
“him or me" ultimatum from 
Chung. 

In foe end, too much has 
been invested, too many un¬ 
countable millions of francs, 
for foe Bastille simply to be 
junked, and it has created an 
audience for opera that foe 
much loved Palais Gamier no 
longer has the capacity to 
satisfy. No doubr there is room 
for rationalisation — a good 
right-wing buzzword — or the 
provision of opera in Paris, for 
systematic deployment of the 
facilities offend by foe 
Gamier, the Bastille, the 
Chdtelet, foe Champs-EJys£es 
and foe dear old Salle FavarL 

Whatever happens, how un¬ 
like the artistic life of our own 
dear capital city, where foe 
sums buried around in Paris 
would never enter foe con¬ 
sciousness of those ultimately 
responsible for foe survival of 
our own two crumbling, be¬ 
sieged opera houses. 


DESPITE r p — —■ ~ 
the death last a i 

week from AJi 

Aids of com- TIUTP 

poser Antho- DlVil 

ny Bowies, a [I. - 

revival of foe 

musical he wrote with Mike 
Alfreds, Love in the Country, 
goes ahead as planned, open¬ 
ing at the Almeida Theatre 
(071-359 4404) on April 27. 
There will be seven perfor¬ 
mances followed by a West 
End gala night on May 2 at 
foe Duke of York's Theatre 
(tickets: 071-836 5122) with 
all proceeds going to Aids 
charities. Bowies. 61, was 
working on foe revival up until 
his death. 

• AFTER her role in foe 
delicately observed film En¬ 
chanted April something 
modi more raucous lies in 
store for that quick-witted 
comedian Josie Lawrence. 
She will be playing foe title 
part in Moll Flanders, a 
musical version of Defoe's 
celebrated bodice-ripper. 
Claire Lucfcham's adaptation, 
using ballad tunes of the 
period, will open at the Lyric 
Hammersmith on April 23. 

Pools winner 

THE Foundation for Sport 
and the Arts, a trust fund set 


-- . = n up by the 

* DTP ( pools oom- 
/Vtv 1 J ponies, has 

BRIEFING wo 

million. 
Since its in¬ 
ception, hundreds of sports 
dubs and arts organisations 
have benefited from foe FSA, 
which receives more than £60 
million a year from pools 
companies following a reduc¬ 
tion in pools betting duty 
announced in foe 1991 Bud¬ 
get. However, there are fears 
that foe foundation may not 
survive the advent of the 
national lottery. 

Last chance.,. 

BERLIOZ'S “dramatic 
legend" The Damnation of 
Faust is notoriously difficult to 
stage, but while there are 
questionable details in Harry 
Kupferis version at Covem 
Garden it is difficult not to 
surrender to its almost culi¬ 
nary theatrical zing and spec¬ 
tacle. But ironically the real 
strengths of the evening are 
entirely musical: conducting 
of epic breadth and upfront 
sensuousness by Sir Colin 
Davis, and superb singing 
from Samuel Ramey. Olga 
Borodina and Jerry Hadley. 
The last performance is to¬ 
night (071-240 1066/1911). 


NOMINATED 2 OSCARS iacWing Best Actress {Catkrine Dawn*) 
WINNER 5 FRENCH CESAftS' WINNER GOLDEN GLOBE Best Foreign 

CATHERINE DENEUVE 


A film by Regis Wargnier 

“VISUALLY STUNNING 
.. 'IRRESISTIBLE w vANm fair 

“Ladbuujd of paMwn, tango-dancing ^ 
tragedy and spectacle ... BAVISEINGMi 


















34 ARTS 


LONDON 


LONDON SYMPHONY 
ORCHESTRA. Yi*i Bostimet has dors 
mucfi io raise the prafte of rtw vou. 
Here, m Ihe first of a aeries of concerts 
wth the LSO. fw paripmts Bern's 
arches rjt .on of Brahms's Sonata No 1. 
Bortoh's mote concerto: and the 
concerto written lot him Dy .Alfred 
ScfntttE Vatery Gergiev croJoOS 
Barbican. Silk SueeL EC2 (071 -638 
88911,7 30pm Further concerts March 
Sun, April 1.3 

ONOUECENTTO TTra srttwrpuis 
successive modob ol tr*> cavctaeSer's 


□ CHATS KY CcfmFrtidisiiesout 
itw spleen as the horror of Griboyedov's 
brier comedy. Clever siagtng of 
Anthony Bunjess’s u arts Lawn I hough 
[he play hacfiy lives up lo is Russian 
reoutJDon x. a major daesc. 

Almeida. Almeida Street, NJ i07i -359 
4JW1 Mon-SaL 0pm. mat SaL 4pm 
I40mins 


■ CRAZY FOR YOU' ThrlBngly 
staawJ now verson ol the Gerehvwi 
iTKjsical Girt Grarv FxcuptonaJ 
enwrrauirrwrt value 
Prince Edward. CM Campion Street 
wi I07I-73J 88511 Mon-Sal. 7 45pm. 
mais Thure. Sat. 3pm ISOmira 

□ CYRANO DE BERGERAC Robert 
urvtaay looks right as the nasally 
challenged hao hut UK production e 
too bustling to gw enough roam to the 
ful poignancy ol his lale. 

Theatre Royal Havmarfcat, SW1 |071 - 
330 8800) Mon-Set. 7 30pm, mats Wed 
andSar. 2.30pm I60mns. 


B THE DEEP BLUE SEA 

Eteepliorally strong production of the 
Flanigan drama by Karel Resz. 
harslets aftara seit-out run a( the 
Almeida. With Penelope Alton and 
Onus Roadie. 

ApoRo. Shahestwy Avenue. Wl (071- 
494 5070.1 Mon-Fa 7 45pm, Sal. 3pm. 
mats Wed, 3pm. Sat. 4pm. 140mins 


□ THE GIFT OF THE GORGON: 
FoScwmg a sen-cui tun at the Barbican 
PS. Paler Shaffer's play transfer; la the 
WesrEnd Jud DerKh heads the cast. 
Wyndham’s, Channg Cross Road. 
WC2(071-807 1 Hfl. Mcn-Sat. 7.45pm. 
ntatSaL Jpm 155m ns. 


■THE IMPORTANCE OF BBNG 
EARNEST. Maggie Smith commaivls 
thebntttevf^'doi lost handbags in INs 
elegarc revival With AJc< Jemings, 
ftchard E Gram. Marcjarer Tjcask 
AJdwych. The Akiwych. WC2 (071-836 
64041 Mon-Sat. 7 30pm. mats Wed. Sat. 
£J0pm 


□ INVADE MY PRIVACY: The tart and 
waiy poems/songs ot Fran Landesman 
bnCamiy delivered around a dinner 
table Cy Icur performers and a three- 
pieo? band. A real tome. 

Riverside Studios. Crsp Road. W6 
1081-748 3354) Mon-Fn. 7 45pm. SaL 
6pm and 8pm IJOmina 


NEW RELEASES 


♦ CANDYMAN |18): Mythical senal 
Wter snares Vng«a Madsen n a 
decrepit Chicago housing estate S% 
sluH. vmth larvty tnmmmgs Director. 
Bernard Ftese. 

MGM OsfOrd Street (071-538 0310) 
Odaonc Kensington (0426 914686) 
Marble Arch (0426 914501) West End 
10426 315574) IB1 WWtttayS (071-792 
3332) 


CRUSH (15i: Impressive. plong New 
Zealand table about sexual power 
games, a first leatire horn Ateon 
Mactean With Matoa Gay Harder, 
Donogh Rees, Cadn Bosstey 
Chelsea 1071-351 37420743) Moire 
(071 -437 0757) 


♦ HOFFA ( 15 ). A star Lan by Jar* 
Nicnoiun as a laboir leader wan moo 
connections, but a dufi. unedrtymg 
Da«d Marxist scnpL Direct:*. Danny 
De'/iid 

Barbican W71 -838 8891) MGM 
Chelsea <071 -352 5096) MGM 
Tottenham Court Road (071 -636 
6148) Odsonx: Kensington (0426 
9146661 West End [0426 915S74) UCI 
Whlteteys (<771-792 33321. 

CURRENT 


• HONEYMOON IN VEGAS 112) 

Fit/t" *•<■» Miatoc Cage inns io save 
73 ffnend from gambler James Cain's 
durdws Andrev. Bergman s agreeable. 
.-JC-fastwjnt-d screwbaU ctxnedv 
MGM Oxford Street >'07T -636 0210) 
Odea ns: M e zz a ni ne IQ426 915683) 
West End'0426-915 574.1 
KNIFE IN THE WATER rt=Gi 'inppmg 
psydwSogicaJ games on a small voting 


TODAY'S EVENTS 


RUDRABEJART BALLET 
LAUSANNE: The popular BeKnan 
choreographer Maurice EUtan c tardy 
seen n London 50 ihfe vfclt ol hrs new 
company maths on important event In 

the dance catenas Far mo season he 
applies fss theamcal sWS 10 a 
programme efedteaed 10 wnw 01 
eetebralwJ IWTOS 0 ) csisma. aepenafly 
Charlie Chapin Chaplin's daughter and 
grandson will feature; so loo wtP Ihe 
Frern/i OaUnma Syfvw Guilem who stars 
in a new solo, iast 
Seder's Wefts. Ftasetiery Avenue. 

ECt (071-2788916). ttwgK-SaL 
7 30pm. 

OARARAI1 A DANCE COMPANY. 

Shakespeare comes m many terms. tut 
none so unusual as 3n Arab verson ol 
4 LKtsummef Night's Dream. This 
Sarut based company luses 
contemporary dance with oriental and 
ictk styles <o create a colourful and fasi- 
moving pioductwn. 

Royalty Theatre. Portugal Sheet. WC2 
Hi?1-194 50901. loreohr-SaL 7 30pm 

PHILHARMONIA ORCHESTRA. 

Allied Brendd confriues his journey 
through the iwcryol the pano 
corcarto woh a pwtormanw ot a 
concerto by Schumann. Sibeturs's 
Symohany No 1. and Harmon 
Butwtata'e Nomosmaf® up the rest ol 
ihe programme under iht? baton ol 
ritebaaf SchonwandL 
Festival Hall. South Bank, SE11071- 
928 8800). 7J0pm 


A daily stride to arts 
and entertainment 
complied by Kart Knight 


anal car. Ihe Fiat 500, n thair context 
of dassc llafian design, and indudes 
mu arignat drawing?. Mouse models ol 
variations cornnKoonod from top kalian 
deoignere and wiwd documertarion of 
the concept s devdopmeni 
Design Museum, Butters wharf. SE1 
1071-4036933) Daty. 1030am-530pm. 
until May 31. 


-THE VIRGIN CROWN: A raw. mo-aCT 
opera by Geoffrey Hanson, produced 
and conduaed ty Rhonda Kess. 
recerves- ire world premiere by the 
Lonrton Ripteno Stngers and Ordiastra 
a young pnes late n tave mflh tfw ghoa 
of a gul not laadEing sha Is tram the 
spirit world The soloists are Constance 
Nave. Jean HwnbucWe. AAchael 
RjweU and Bruc@ ilerstuw 
Si Cyprian's Church. Clarence Gate. 
NW1 (VcketaanthedaoO- loright-SaL 

7.30pm. 


TRINITY COLLEGE OF MUSIC 

Mchoift! Kok conducts an uusua) 
operate double-bill pairing Mtaud's 
Trois C^erss-Mfrufasmfh Eccfas's The 
Judgmert of Rans. Produced by 
bariione Ian Caddy and designed by 
sfudems horn the Slade School. 

Rudolf Stetoar Theatre. 35 Park 
Road. NW 1 (tickets on the door), loregnt. 
lomonw. 73Cffn. 

TEA DANCE. Expenenced and novice 
dancers are nwted to a mass tea dance 
he« m ihe Festtval H 41 baSroom (Level 
2). with the PKcadCy Dance Orchestra 
and Jnxng Undy Hoppers 
Festival Hall BaBroom. South Bank. 

SE 1(071-928 8800). 2-5pm 

REGIONAL 


BIRMBNGHAM' Herbert Btumstsdl. 
conductor of the Son Francisco 
Symphony Orchestra fornearty a 


THEATRE GUIDE 


LETSEI& 1 

uni nnuivtug 


sasseaament 


■ House luK, returns only 
Q Some seats avaflabie 
□ Seats Si afl prices 


□ THE INVISIBLE MAN NrJ so cosy 
a venue as its brtoplace m Stratford East 
butthe^vwisastctiyueyer Pad 
Kiev's magic tncks am amazing 
Vaudevtoe. Stram WC2 (071 -838 
9987) Mon-Sat, 7.30pm. mats Wed. Sat. 
3pm IShmre. 


D KISS OF THE SPIDER WOMAN. 

Tremendously glossy preducikxi of the 
Kandar & Ebb musical; Crtrta ffiveia 
makes a strlvnci vamp (Anewcast 
takes over from next week led by 
American actress Babe NeuwnlhJ 
Stwfteabury. ShafiesbuyAvereie. 
WC2 (071-379 5399) Mon-Sal. 8pm. 
mats wed. SaL 3pm. 180mn& 


■ THE LAST YANKEE SUMteand 
touching Arthtr Mltar prenvere. Zoe 
Wenamaker, Peter Dawson lead a 
quartet of roMe-aged Amencans 
troubled by material success 
YouigVic.G6TlieCuL SE1 (D71-S28 
6383) Mon-S3LSpm.masWlBd.SaL 
2 30pm 75ml ns. 


□ LOST IN YONKERS: Terrific 
performance by Rosemary Hams n a 
Ne i Sknor comedy more weghty then 
usual Mareen Lffmtn gives good 
value as a loopy aunt 
Strand. Aidwych. WC3 (071-930 8800). 
Mon-Sal. 730pm, mats Wed. Sat. 
2.30pm 160 twk 


B MISERY. Julie T. Walace and Nlge) 
Le Variant t*e over the leading roles m 
Siephon King's thrSer. 

Criterion. PiccadNyCreus.WI (p71- 
8334488) Mon-Sa.8pmmatsWied. 
3pm. SaL 4pm 150mns. 


□ NO MAfTS LAND. Paul Eddington 
and the author intense, sharply comic 
Prner Rtvenngstutt 
Comedy. Pantcn Street Wl (071-887 
1045). Mon-SaL 8pm mats Thure. 3pta 
SaL 5pm 130mins 


CINEMA GUIDE 


Geoff Brown's assessment oT 
ffinre in London and (where 
in d ic ated with the symbol ♦) 
on release serose the country 


boat Welcome revival ol Pofansta's flret 
[and last) Pohsh teatue, made in 1982. 
Renoir r071-837 8402) 


♦ LEON THE PIG FARMER (15) 

Jewish tad discover hts embarrassing 
pedyBB Exuberant British comedy 
that gefs unduly s% Slats Mark Frenkel. 
Bnan Glover dreciors. Vadm Jean, 

Gary Srtyrr. 

MGM Tottenham Cowl Rood (071 - 
836 61481 MGM Ttocedero [071-434 
0031) Odeon Kenabigton 10426 
914866) 


♦ MALCOLM X (15): Spte Lee's 
amWious epc Denra washnglon 15 
solid as tfe Mack acovet. but pnehty 
issues get sidestepped, and there is Bole 
enema": fire 

Camden Plaza 1071-485 2443) MGM 
FuBum Road (071-370 2636) MGM 
Shaftesbury Avenue (071-8366279) 
MGM Trocadero [071 -434 0031) 
Screen on the Green (071-228 35201 
Ua Whlteleys (071-792 33321. 
ORLANDO [PGi Vvgna Woolfs 
euiber ant novel abcul a free spmt {T4da 
Svwntcn) who hws for 400 yeare 
cnangmg sex on r-zure. filmed with great 
aptomo by Bnrrh rfreclar Sa#y Potter. 
Fieconmsnded 

Gate (071-727 4043) LiarMre (071- 
836 063 ii MGM Chetaea (071 -352 


decade; conducts Coptencfe 
Appoladtan ^Jrtnp and Brocknerie 

Fourth Symphony 

Symphony Han Broad Steer (021- 
212 3333). 7 30pm 

BOLTON 1 An unprecedented Stagyig 
oi TO» Andrenlcus usee deal and 
hearing actors n a reraion that 
it c a pot at a s agn language along wfth 
its text 

Octagon, Kernel Croft South (C204 
20661). Pwtowtanigrt. 7.30pm; aperB 
tomotnwi. 7.30pm. Wen Mon-SaL 
7 30pm. mats Wed Zorn and Sat (Apfl 
10). 2pm. until April to. 

BRACKNELL Peter Knapp's Rvdy 
Travelling Opera performs the Mozart 
opera Don Gwvamf. conducted by 
Martin Hand ley (tomorrow) and 4s new 

production of BuaTe Carmen, 
conducted by Fbchard B*nmtoe 
(tonight, Sag. 

WSde Theatre, South H!l Park Arts 

Centre (0344 484123). lornghl-Sat. 
7.30pm 

GLASGOW: The impressive New 
Orleans Rebirth Brass Brand altea a 
diverse repeflore wnh influences from 
hip-hop la reggae. 

CRy Hafl. Canderiggs (04 1 -227 551 1 ). 
8pm 


OXFORD. The Chou- cf Naw Colege. 
Qxtari performs HandeTs HossWi in 
the "CWord" veracn,ihe term in whch 
4 was Brel head in CWcri on Jtiy M, 
1748 (also at the Shekfartan). Wtii 
tenor PaJ Agnew. soprano Gifian 
Fisher. countertenor Jamas Brrnman 
and bass Henry Hertord. 

Sheldontan Theatre. Bread Street 
(0866 084056). 6 30pm. 


PLYMOUTH. The SI Petersburg 
Symphony OiUtuaba gives Ihe final 
performance hi Ms UK tour. The 
programme co mprise s Tchaflcovsfcy s 
fantasy overture bom Romeo and 
Jbfiet Ra**nannc"i's Symphony No 3 
and Glazunov’s Vlofin Concerto m A 
mm (with Maxim Fedorov as Ihe 
soloiett Alexander Dnwnev con ducts. 
PavOon.MMjay Road (0752 229922), 
7.30pm 


B ON THE PISTE John Godbefs 
sight bu amusing took at partner 
trouble In a downmarket sW resort 
Garlcfc, Channg Cross Road. WC2 
(071 -494 5085). Mon-SaL 8pm. mas 
Thus. 3pm. SaL 4pm. 135muw. 


□ PLAYLAND Atfrof Fugartfa two- 
hander. white man and bfad* man. 
toaering outside a faagnxnd, haul up 
the* past and hire at the future Bulds to 
an eloquent climax. 

Donmar Warehouse. Eartiam Street 
WC2 (Q71-867 1150) Uor^SaLSpm. 
maB Thure. 3pm. SaL 4pm SOmfns. 


□ TRAVELS WITH MY AUNT: John 
Waifa. WiBam GaunL Rtahsd Kane and 
Christopher Gee play all 26 parts n 
G8es Havergafs cunnmg adafrtfihancf 
Graham Greene’s novel 
WMMiMLWheehal.SWI (071-867 
1119). Mon-Fn. 8pm. SaL 815pm. mas 
Wed, 3pm, 5a. 5pm 140mins. 


B UNIDENTIFIED HUMAN 
REMAINS AND THE TRUE NATURE 
OF LOVE Sex. selfishness and serial 
murder; wording production of 
Canadian Brad Fraser’s passionate 
debut pfay 

Hampstead, Avenue Road, NW3(071 
7229301) Mon-SaL 8pm. mat Sal 4pm. 
140TTV& 


LONG RUNNBtS: □ Bkmd 
Brothers. Phoenix (071 -8671044) 

■ Buddy. Victona Pates (071-834 
1317).. H Cota' New London (071- 
4050072). .□ Doan Oran for 
Dtaner Duchess (071-494 5070) 

B Hve Guys Named Moe: Lyric (071- 
494 504SJ ...□ Hoy Fever Atoety 
(071-8671115). . B An Idaal 
Huaband-Gtebe 1071-4945065) 

B RRuns In the FanWy. Playhouse 
(071-639 4401). ■ Joseph end the 

Amazing Technicol o r Draamcoat 
Paladun (071-194 5037)... B Las 
Ws&abfea Patee (071-434 0909) 

B Mtea Saigon: Theatre RoyaL Diuy 
Lane (071-494 5400) ..Othe 
Mousetrap: St Martin’s (071-838 
1443) ...■ The Phantom of the 
Opera: Her Majesty's (071-494 
5400] ... B StaritghJ Express: Apollo 
Victoria(071-8288SB5) ...BTTW 
Women bi Black: Fortune (071-838 
2238). 


Tebet WormaUon bom SWET. 


5096) Screen on the HR (071 -436 
3366). 


• A RIVER RUNS THROUGH IT 
(PGl: Robot RedfOKfe hymn e famUy. 
nature and 8y fislwvj Beautttuly 
mooned, but lacking pinch With Craig 
Shaffer, Brad Pitt. Tom aertln. 

MGM Futhren Road (071-370 2636) 
MGM Heymtat (071-838 15Z7) MGM 
Trocadaro 1071-434 0031) UCI 
W Wte teya (071-792 3332) 


♦ SCENT OF A WOMAN (15): Abfind 
anny veteran visita New York with a prep 
school pup. Fdr too long, wflh a 
bamstoimmg star (Al Pacino) and just a 
few spols ol magic. With Chns 
O’Donnell, director. Marlin Brest 
Ctewtan Parkway (071-267 7034) 
Empire (077-4371234/4979999) MGM 
Baker Street (071-835 9772) MGM 
FuBmdu Road (071 -370 2636) MGM 
Tmcariero (07104 00311 U« 
WWtaleys (071 -792 3332) 


• UNDER SIEGE (15). US battlsdnp 
gets hijacked, but Steven Seagal saves 
the day. Familar antics, with yncy 
vfflany tram Tommy Lee Jones and Gary 
Busey. Direcror. Andrew Daws. 

MGM Fu9iam Road (071-370 2636) 
MGM Oxford Street (071-830 0310) 
Plaza (071-437 1234/497 9999) UCI 
WWteteya (071-792 33321. 


♦ TOYS (PG). Toy lattory fails into evil 
hands Over-etaboraie. irtmry vntvmsy 
from tfireettir Bany Levtnson: wflh 
Robtn Wiliams. Mchaei Gambon. Jean 
Cusack, and roys gaxae 
Camden Parkway fC71 -267 7034) 
MGM Chate a a (071-352 5096) 
Odoonc Kensington (0426 914868] 
Letcaater Square (0426 915683) UCi 
WMnteys (071-792 333^. 
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THEATRE: Benedict Nightingale reassesses a Peter Shaffer play as it m akes a toely transfe r ^ ^ 

Revenge is less sweet the second time 


-r' - T':>- 


The Gift of the Gorgon 
Wyndhams 


PETER SHAFFER’S Gift of the 
Gorgon has its limitations, but mistim¬ 
ing is not one of them. Its transfer from 
the Pit to Wyndhams could not come at 
an apter moment, considering that its 
protagonist is a dramatist moved by 
the IRA's casual slaughter of children 
to preach the gospel of an eye for an 
eye. Is revenge a profound and 
deansing need, as he repeats, or must 
we forgive the brutes and the monsters, 
as his wife thinks? It is as urgent a 
debate as any. and Shaffer does wen to 
air it onstage. 

But how deep are the foundations on 
which the debate is buih, and how far 
does it get off the ground? There is no 
doubt that Gorgon has its plausibility 
problems- For instance, we must 
believe that the revenge-play Michael 
Pennington's Edward Damson writes 
is not only execrated tiy critics and 
audiences alike for its raw power, but 
leaves him a ruined man, forced to flee 
Britain to Greek exile and the igno¬ 
minious death that is reported as the 
curtain rises. I don't think public taste 
is so namby-pamby or. for that matter, 
the liberal consensus so powerful- If 
Damson is foe genius Shaffer claims, 
his play would probably run and run— 
and why not? 

But it is precisely here that the 
credibility gap begins to widen. Genius 
is always hard to dramatise, especially 
when we have to take its achievements 
on trust; and Damson's exorbitantly 
flamboyant posturings and exotic 
Welsh-Russian lineage owe more to 
Shaffer’s schematic fancy than to his 
powers of observation. 

Everything that rolling eyes, wild 
hair and fieiy delivery can do to 
command belief. Pennin gton offers us; 
but it is not enough to explain wbyJudi 
Dench, who is at her emotionally and 
intellectually most incisive as his wife 
and widow, should ever have swal¬ 
lowed his hout-bohime rant (“foe 
theatre is the only religion that can 
never die"), still less his fake-dionysiac 
dancing. 

Indeed, a second viewing of Gorgon 
left me feeling that it is actually two 
inadequately explored and imperfectly 
integrated plays. One is a sceptical obit, 
about an unruly artist and his impact 
on those who should have been his 
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Judi Dench and Michael Pennington in Peter Shaffer’s play: "Genius is always hard to dramatise” 


nearest and dearest: here, not only the 
wife who sacrificed herself to his muse, 
but foe son who comes posthumously 
to discover foe father who. rejected him. 
The other, about the ethics of retribu¬ 
tion. surely needs a plot of its own. 
Frankly, I would have preferred an 
intelligent version of Damson’s tale of 
foe respectable middle-class woman 


who bunts down her son's IRA Jailer to 
what Shaffer gives us, a few passionate 
penstes on foe respective daims of 
blood and reason.. 

In some Peter Haffis produc¬ 
tion weathers its move from open plan 
to'proscenium arch pretty well. The 
chronological overlapping — Damson 
Jr discovering Damson Sr. time 


present reacting to time past — is 
expert{y handled- And Dench in 
particular is a marvel of intense yet 
disciplined feeling. But do the mytho¬ 
logical snippets, with her playing 
Athena to Pennington's Perseus, add 
enough to justify their insertion? 
There, perhaps, is a third play, also 
waiting to be written. 


STUDENT OPERA: Stylish Britten at the Royal College; and ia Glinka epic revived in Bloomsbury 


Resolutely 

unresolved 


The Turn of The Screw 
Royal College of Music 


COULD Britten have chosen a more 
daunting operatic subject than the 
refined terrors oF Henry James's ghost 
story? In James's oblique narrative, 
ambiguity is all-important: “Make [foe 
reader] think foe evfl." he wrote, “make 
him think it for himself, and you are 
released from weak specifications." In 
the theatre, those specifications are less 
easily escaped Questions James leaves 
crucially open — Are foe ghosts only 
imagined by the Governess? If not. 
what exactly is their relationship with 
the children? — are almost resolved 
once the ghosts are brought on stage 
and given not only voices but words. 

Almost resolved, but not quite, for in 
the opera’s enigmatic sonorities, its 
elaborate variation structure and intri¬ 
cate motivic organisation of complex 
textures and shifting rhythms. Janies 
creates a striking musical equivalent 
for foe elegantly oppressive tensions of 
James's delicate verbal fabric. 

A producer, of course, can resolve the 
ambiguities still further. Julia Hol¬ 
lander. in this stylish and thoughtful 
staging at the RCM. wisely does not 
Psychological realism underpins her 
depiction of the supernatural, blurring 
foe boundaries between fear of evfl and 
evil itself. Tahra Kharibian’s sparse 
schoolroom set. with its pale, stark 
walls and steeply raked floor, is at once 
naturalistic and nightmarish, secure 


and menacingly confined. The walls in 
feet are of gauze; dramatic lighting i&y 
Charles Edwards) turns sunlit normal¬ 
ity to lurid horror in an instant 

Committed and considered perfor¬ 
mances cany the young cast through 
marry of Britten’s formidable vocal 
challenges. Marianne Hellgren is a 
tormented Governess; her voice may 
sound more al home with lyricism than 
with mounting hysteria, but sounding 
at home is not really the point here, 
and her anxious blend of courage and 
confusion convinces. Susan Strang- 
ward’s bustling, urgent Mis Grose 
lacks some of the rale’s essential 
stolidity; warmer tone and dearer 
diction would make her a better foil for 
Hedlgren’s anguish. 

The ghosts are a powerful presence. 
Walter Dixon, pleading a throat 
infection on the first night; embodies 
Quint with persuasive intelligence and 
supple precision, while Denise 
Muiholiand is a rivetingly theatrical 
Miss Jessd. her ripe, dark voice firm 
through foe most impassioned histri¬ 
onics. The children — a bright, brittle 
Flora from Janet Fairlie, a vividly 
inscrutable Miles from Samuel Burkey 
(who sang the role in the most recent 
revival of Jonathan Miner's ENO 
production} — are as they should be: 
neifterobviousty innocent nor extrava¬ 
gantly conupL 

Michael Rosewell draws spirited, 
forthright playing from the small 
group of instrumentalists, rightly risk¬ 
ing some sacrifice of textural detail and 
rhythmic subtlety in die interests of 
dramatic momentum. There are two 
further performances, tonight and 
(with a different cast and conductor} 
tomorrow. 


Rough ride 
to Russia 


Ruslan and Lyudmila 
Bloomsbury Theatre 


Ian Bruns kill 


UNIVERSITY College Opera’s pro¬ 
duction of Glinka’s seminal opera of 
1842 is an infuriating mixture of 
pluses and minuses. On foeminus side 
is the absolute dottiness of an English- 
speaking cast singing in sort-of Rus¬ 
sian, parrot festoon, to an English- 
speakmg audience, and of starting an 
opera of near-Wagnerian proportions 
at 7.30, turning patrons.out on to the 
streets welafter 1 h . 

Yet 7 JO was not fete enough for foe 
programmes to have arrived Said 
patrons were subjected to the first act 
without so much as a house-manager 
telling them who was singing or 
conducting-(let alone apologising), or 
even explaining in summary what foe 
plot was about those not lucky enough 
to have spent foe afternoon with their, 
noses deep in the New Grove 
Dictionary of Opera must have been 
wondering what all those people were 
screaming about in an indeterminate 
language. 

At least this frustrating episode.gave 
one time to mate foe mental adjust¬ 
ment ro foe standards on display. The 
chorus, at times barely anrtfhie, was 
limp even fry UCO standards, and the 
orchestra — well, they- arrived at 
assorted goals more or less unanimous¬ 
ly however various the routes they took 
to get there. Arid there was some 
variable singing. 


- But. as tire evening wore on. you - 
could not help admiring the sheer guts 
of the company in tackling so demand¬ 
ing an opera, in performing so much 
of it (ballet induded), and even 
providing an agreeaMy raucous double 
stagehand. Above all, ytm could not 
butsurreridertofoeastemishing inven- 
rivenessofthe score. 

• Gfinka responded to Pushkin’s sar¬ 
donic fairy-tale—a welter of put-upon 
heroines, rival suitors, competing ma¬ 
gicians and the wickedest witch in die 
east — with a bewildering mix of 
Italian form (he knew Bellini and 
Donizetti personally, and be plainly 
admired Rossini], folksy Russian 
speech and song-patterns, Teutonic 
orchestral effects and exotic oriental 
colouring- - 

This is the seed-bed from which all 
Russian opera grew, not just the works - 
of Mussorgsky and Tchaikovsky, but of 
Rimsky, Prokofiev, even Stravinsky. 
Ruslan is also packed frill of good 
tunes, piquant harmony and spicy 
instrumentation- There is scarcely a 
routine or a predictable bar in it and, if 
nofoing else, UCO have whetted foe 
appetite for a dap-up new production 
—shared between Covent Garden and 
the Kirov, say. 

. Meanwhile, admiration for foe con¬ 
ductor, David Drummond, for some¬ 
how steering his wayward craft to port, 
for Mike Ashman’s discreetly zany 
production, and for Bernard Cul- 
ifoaw’s decor, which characteristically 
made much out of little Helen 
Kucharek. Elizabeth Harley and 
Mich ael Preston-Roberts stood out 
from a hard-working cast For doughty m 
spirits, there are repeats tomorrow and * 
Saturday. 


Rodney Milnes 


THE TIMES 
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DANCE 


ARTS 35 


Words 


THEATRE: Joseph Williams meets Howard Barker, dramatist and veteran enfant terrible 


; Diction 

The Place 


Simon walker 


hy, I wondered, was 
a woman (seated just 
along from me) 
lau&img out loud during 
of Yolande Snaith's new 
work, while others sat sflent 
smne with an occasional smile; 

otnere apparently gobsmacked 
hy its peculiarities? Perhaps 
this was meant, after aff, as 
some kind of private joke. 

Ut me teD you about some 
of its constituent parts. Robert 
bines-Hopkins's designs pro¬ 
vided what looked like a 
checkered floor, although later 
the white squares were re¬ 
vealed as black like the others, 
only covered in little p'-re s of 
paper which were blown aside 
by the cast waving cloths, and 
som^ of them later swept harir 
with square bats checked red 
and yfeite. There were also 
two tennis umpires' chairs. 

These were occupied part of 
fee to te by two of the cast 
wrapped in long overcoats and 
muttering. At first I was 
convinced they were tailring 
sheer gibbemh. or maybe 
Finnish ^or some such, but 
eventually an English word 
sometimes became recog¬ 
nisable, ’.and by the end you 
could he#cf every word — not 
that theyjmade any more sense 
than before.- 

. .. these provided, 
presumably, the Diction of the 
title: although there was also 
some American speechifying 
in parts -of David Coulter’s 
soundtrack, which also 
included \ many ominous 
grunts, cricks and growls, 
besides some New Orleans 
jazz and poshly much more 
besides thardid not sink in. 

The eigfcit performers 
included sorte dancers whom 
we know frotn other contexts 
to be excellent What one could 
see of them' (Mark Parry’s 
lighting effects tended towards 
the obscurartist faction) was 
mainly restricted to simple 
actions, although die appar¬ 
ently statutory burst of energy 
towards the end had them 
swinging ead other round. : 

The mast, striking move-. 
ment of fee earning came with 
some tossing, one to another, 
of poles ringalin red and 
white: neatly aught until ah 
apocalyptic rroment when all 
the petes tumbled noisily to the 
floor while thedancers moved 
simultaneously away from 
centre stage. 

Don't wait, by the way, for 
the striking costume and situa¬ 
tion pictured n the produc¬ 
tion’s publicity it. doesn't 
happen. This was true also of 
the latest production by Ad¬ 
ventures in Motion Pictures; 
whatever happened to the 
advertising commission? 

Diction is sspported by 
Barday New Stages Awards 
and the Arts CourtciL 

JOHN PERCJVAL 



Howard Barker. whose The Europeans opens in Greenwich tonight “My expectations of an audience are that they will come out of the theatre with their lives more complicated than when they went in” 



ike Macbeth, V Howard 
Bazkerhas supped full with 
horrors; His plays are sav¬ 
age. dark and difficult 
People walk out of them, disgusted 
at toe obscenities. Those who stay 
can discover a poetic imagefy as 
dense and as terrifying as Webster's, 
Sud an imagination as boundless. - 
; Eschewed by the theatrical estab¬ 
lishment he is also persona non 
grata, to television. Yet Barker is 
renowned'internationally. His tril¬ 
ogy — Crimes in Hot Countries, 
DomchUd and The Castle — 
mounted by the Royal Shakespeare 
Company in 1985. .was faugefy 
successful and leading actors such 
'as Jan McDrannid rate him among 
theh^contmgMra^-j^aywi^hts. .. 

Whfa TTie Europeans receiving its 
London premiere tonight in Green¬ 
wich, having played, in Glasgow. 
Leicester and Sheffield, Barker is in 
ah exhilarated mood, in the West 
End cafe where we met he barely 
touched iris sandwich. He was 
burning to issue a torrent of ideas. 
Tve never reaBy courted the idea of 
being controversial," he sots, with 
an intense look. “My attitude to toe 
function of theatre is very different 
from conventional wisdom at the 
moment I regard-theatre as the last 
serious medium in which the possi¬ 
bility of contradiction and complex¬ 
ity is still permitted. 

“Certainly, ray expectations of an 
audience are that they will come out 
of. the theatre with their lives more 
complicated than when they went 
in. The experience of watching 
theatre is actually to produce more 


Developing a talent for 
making things difficult 


problems in your life, not to dimin¬ 
ish them: certainly, not to massage 
your existing ideoitigica) beliefs." . 

• But what about theatre as pure 
entertainment? “Theatre seems to 
exist largely in terms of entertain¬ 
ment, arid the idea erf entertainment 
is associated with something mind¬ 
less. 1 don't say my work is not 
entertainment, but you certainly 
wouldn't call it an easy night out" 

Bom 47 years ago in south 
London, the son of an industrial 
bookbinder. Barker read history at 
Sussex University. He shot to promi¬ 
nence in the Seventies, with tough 
plays about pimps, gangsters and 
underdogs — sombre portrayals of 
British society. He lashed conven¬ 
tional morality, throwing up scenar¬ 
ios that provoked die Royal Court 
audiences: a prison governor be¬ 
comes an arsonist in The Hang of 
the GaoL and the hero in Claw a 
procurer for die Home Secretary. 

He bit deep into the unsavoury 
sides of human nature. The Possibil¬ 
ities, a set of playlets shown at the 
Almeida in 1988. featured torture, 
decapitation and infanticide. Is his 
view of humanity so bleak? 


“1 don't actually find pessimism a 
disturbing fact," he says. “The world 
is a bad place in many ways. When 
people have said to me my work is 
pessimistic or obscure, r have accept¬ 
ed those terms very willingly. It's 
obscure in the sense 
that it doesn't open 
easily to instant 
gratification." 

He calls his work 
“catastrophic the¬ 
atre in which there’s 
no reassertion at the 
end of a collective 
power over a trans¬ 
gressive individual 
In my world, the 
individual goes on 
uncorrected.” He _______ 

defends his combi- 1 

nation of obscene language with 
poetic idiom as the voice he writes 
in: “One wouldn’t complain about 
an artist who used too much blue 
paint" 

He sees naturalism as “an ex¬ 
hausted form". And be rejects the 
notion of history offering any kind 
of objective truth. As in Victory— his 
jaundiced view of post-Restoration 


‘It’s absurd 
that my work 
is never 
presented 
in the Olivier* 


England with King Charles as a 
libertine beset by ruthless bankers— 
so in The Europeans, Barker makes 
no attempt to offer a definitive 
historical perspective. 

Set at the time of the siege of 

_Vienna in 1683. 

The Europeans has 
parallels with the 
atrocities in the Bal¬ 
kans today. Pitting 
Christianity against 
(slam. Barker 
throws up two anti- 
heroes: Kanin, a 
mutilated victim of 
the Turks, and the 
general who (alls in 
love with her. The 
text contains offen¬ 
sive language, and 
there are nude scenes. 

“I don’t obscure pain,” says 
Barker. “Kanin refuses to reconcile 
herself toherpain. In many ways, to 
accept your pain and to swallow it, to 
forgive and to reconcile, is inhuman. 
My view of Katzin is that she’s 
actually heroically human, and dial 
maybe it’s Christian morality which 
is inhuman in asking people to 


continually swallow whatever mis¬ 
fortunes befell them in die interests 
of some greater good." 

Demonically aware of human 
depravity. Barker talks of an “in¬ 
stinct of contrariness in me some¬ 
times to create a scene in which the 
governing idea is to reverse an 
obvious truth. Sometimes theatre 
must consist of reversal 

“I think theatre speculates on 
morality, it doesn't reproduce it The 
morality of our times is beamed at us 
endlessly through television and 
pulp journalism, and the theatre 
seems to be a place where these 
things might be tested, even for their 
own sake. We may live in cultural 
disorder, but there's still an absolute 
governing convention of what con¬ 
stitutes good and bad action." 

Barker is lucky to have a profes¬ 
sional company (supported by the 
Arts Council) devoted exclusively to 
producing his work. Called the 
Wrestling School (as it wrestles with 
the dark themes of his plays) it is his 
lifeline: “lfs crucial to my contin¬ 
uing existence in the English the¬ 
atre. along with the Almeida." 

He attacks those who refuse to 


produce his work with a passion that 
would be conceited were it not so 
ingenuous: “lfs painful and absurd 
that my work is never presented in 
big national spaces like the Olivier." 

So why has the National not 
espoused him? “It’s partly a critical 
illiteracy on their part, but also i 
think it's an ideological matter. A 
national theatre must inevitably be 
in some collusion with the govern¬ 
ing ideology'of the state. It must be, 
that’s why ifs a national theatre. 
Therefore if it detects that even a 
major dramatist is not actually 
reproducing that ideology, it finds 
him hard to deal with. I can only 
explain it in those terms. You see. 
I’m not a liberal humanist writer.” 

He rites European poets such as 
Apollinaire and Mayakovsky as his 
influences, and he often produces 
his own versions of dassic plays, 
such as Middleton’s Women Beware 
Women. He laments that play¬ 
wrights today rarely work on an epic 
scale: “lfs very bad that younger 
dramatists are continually trained in 
the miniature.” 

Barker’s epic style of theatre that 
forces you to think about issues may 
sound Brechtian, but Barker insists 
he is “totally opposed to the Brecht¬ 
ian idea of how the theatre func¬ 
tions. Brecht is an enlightener I 
don’t believe theatre enlightens 
people. 1 don't believe that artists 
have better judgments about how 
the world should operate than 
ordinary people." 

• The Europeans opens at Greenwich 
Theatre, Crooms Hill , SEIO, tonight, 
and runs until April 17 /0SISS8-775S) 
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FRINGE THEATRE 


This is a dead Pierrot 


Glasswares 
BAC, Battersea 

\ 

t is good in puls — good 
in the first few parts of 
Part 1 to be more precise, 
latest one-man show by 
mime and dance artist 
id Glass openly 1 ,admits it 
double-bin. In Glasseye, 
cts take on a life of their 
;, mani p u lated by GJas 
self, invisible in a -head-to- 
jfedc costume. All in white 
- the interval he enacts 
rot in Love, die mimed 
f of the pantaJoonea down 
ng for bis beloved lulu. 
lassparts' subdivisions, 
ever, ultimately leave an 
ression of unsatisfactory 

mentation. Ip > 

c narrative fine of Pierrot 
mg at home for a visit; 
ihone caB or letter froi n 
t keeps gening 
ced into unrelated samaxi- 
i dance between a knife 
spoon or an encounter 
a snarling imaginary 
So, too. fee transition 
inG/ffisejedoesnotfl^ 

afefy; comic skeich^ 

the serious initial scenes 



Man of many parts: David Glass at work in Glassparts 


nnihflate fee impact 
xmmg- A marwned 
mss begins w jpn«r 

-warp spasmodically. 

, and then cracking 
ider. Sculptor and 



ISLWivw- . 

igs: it could represent 
« elemental god. or 

be a metaphor tor 

oaons. As the sheet 

ally, it might be an 

revolution or far an 


inttividiteTs maturation. Next 
a strip of while plastic, glowing 
and dimming, undulates end¬ 
lessly. It wriggles like aprime- 
val creature or spins tike a 
planet recalls abstract forms; 
and ffickera between a seipere 
tine “S" and an omega. 

Such moments are 
mesmerising: seemingly sim¬ 
ple. but actually sophisticated 
tn their ambiguity and techni¬ 
cally superb. Glass's physical 
frills are finely tuned. The 
calibre of his work, however, 
fells off when ferial expres¬ 


sions and words come into 
play. The former look dumsfly 
exaggerated in the dose-up 
space of studio theatre, and his 
. dialogue degenerates into 
humour more appropriate to 
children’s theatre. 

Comedy is not Glass’s forte 
and the Pierrot play offers little 
more than the standard fere of 
Parisian street performers. 
After a breathtaking begin¬ 
ning, Glassparts lamentably 
lapses into cliche. 

: Kate Bassett 


OPERA: Gerald Lamer sees the Opera de Nantes failing to do justice to a difficult piece by Chabrier 


W hat is to be done 
with Le Roi malgre 
luli There are pas¬ 
sages in Chabriefs soore as 
inspired as anything written 
for the Op6ra Comique in the 
19th century, not excluding 
Carmen. The libretto, on the 
other hand, is a mess. 

Unlike virtually every com¬ 
pany which has revived the 
opera since 1929, when Albert 
Carrt’s revision for the OpCra 
Comique was so unwisely 
adopted by Chabriefs pub¬ 
lishers as fee official version, 
fee Op&ra de Names has 
concluded that there is noth¬ 
ing to be done except to go 
back to the original, for this 
new production in the hand¬ 
some Theatre Graslin. Very 
fittie of the music has been left 
out and the text whatever its 
weaknesses, at least has the 
virtue of being the one that 
Chabrier set. 

So ft is a pity that, having 
gone so far in the right 


Good work all undone 


direction, and having assemb¬ 
led a more than competent 
cast the production team has 
failed to acknowledge the 
quality of the music. It is 
legitimate to romp through 
L'Etoile, Ch aimer's opirn 
boiiffe — as Opera North so 
charmingly demonstrated a 
couple of years ago. But his 
opim comique is more ma¬ 
ture, more ambitious, and, at 
significant moments between 
the parody and the caricature, 
very much doser to the truth — 
as Opera North will have fee 
opportunity to demonstrate 
when it performs the work to 
mark fee centenary of the 
composer’s death next year. 

The emotion which inspired 
the homesick string writing 
before the first entry of Henri 
de Valois (the King of Poland 
in spite of himself) lias to be 



Fluent performer. Franck Leguerinel as Henri de Valois 


valued for what it is rather 
than upstaged by a postman 
on roller skates attempting to 
make an exit on tiptoe. When 
fee parted lovers, Minka and 
Nangis. are ecstatically reunit¬ 
ed, the moment must be 


CONCERT: Britten and his contemporaries at the Barbican 


TIME and place were signifi¬ 
cant dements in fee music 
Jeffrey Tate conducted in his 
Anglo-American programme 
with the Engfi& Chamber 
Orchestra at the Barbican. 
They ware most specific in 
Knoxville: Summer of 1915, 
perhaps Samuel Barber's 
most completely beautiful 
work in whidi a child's voice 
speaks through the man in 
this dream-tike setting. 

Roberta Alexander's idiom¬ 
atic voidng of fee words about 
family security and everyday 
things was poised on a stream 
of liquid tone and polished 
phrasing, though at times she 
seemed to be offering not the 
child's view of an adult world 
so much as a more sophisticat¬ 
ed recollection of it 


Out of 
another 
country 

The American soprano was 
no less at home in her graceful 
verbal inflection of Rimbaud’s 
French verse for Britten’s 
youthful Les Illuminations. 
Some admirers prefer a wom¬ 
an’s voice to a man’s in these 
images of fantasy, as they were 
sung originally, and strong 
support was given here to this 
view, even though a more 
fevered- detivery in certain 


songs would have reinforced 
their hallucinatoiy character. 

The string textures of their 
accompaniment were keenly 
balanced by fee conductor so 
as to bring out fee fastidious 
inner detail of Britten’s inven¬ 
tion. and he likewise pointed 
fee vigour and colour of the 
fuller orchestration in Britten’s 
last purely orchestral work, the 
Suite on English Folk Tunes. 

More exotic places were 
located in Copland's Three 
Latin American Sketches, 
which made a lively if not 
sufficiently coruscating start to 
the programme. It ended in 
the cranfy layered textures of 
Three Places in New England 
by Ives. 

Noel Goodwin 


savoured rather than sent up 
by having Nangis rendered 
immobile wife his fingers 
trapped in fee letter box which 
has long since become a 
tiresome source of distraction. 

The wonder is fear in this 


comic-strip production by 
Olivier Deshordes, and in 
Jean-Pierre Capeyron's dis¬ 
tressingly silly costumes, the 
singers could bear to be heard 
let alone seen. 

In fact, Natalie Dessay luxu¬ 
riates in fee coloratura role of 
Minka and sings particularly 
attractively in her duets wife 
fee similarly fluent Leonard 
Pezzini as Nangis, and Franck 
Leguerind as Henri. Elisa¬ 
beth Piocuronoff is an amus¬ 
ingly formidable Alexin a. and 
Mare Bernard blusters accept¬ 
ably in the gratuitous comic 
role of Fritelli. 

The Nantes chorus looks 
even worse than the principals 
in Capeyron’s costumes, but. 
in an unusually important 
role, sounds twice as big as its 
numbers would suggest In¬ 
deed, Valentin Reymond has 
secured from his singers and 
his expert little orchestra a 
performance which deserves a 
similarly sensitive production. 


The bath tak Conn fracas 
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How was Germany reunified? Gina Thomas thinks historians should look to the streets 


D r Johnson made one of 
his less perceptive asser¬ 
tions when he told Bos¬ 
well that “great abilities 
are not requisite for an 
Historian... imagination is not re¬ 
quired in any high degree"'. But 
history cannot thrive without 
imagination, since the sources only 
ever reveal pan of the truth. The 
historian cannot arrive at a full 
picture without intuition. If his 
narrative is to have any authentic¬ 
ity, he must stri ke a delicate balance 
between knowledge and imagina¬ 
tion. Mastery of the documentary 
evidence is not enough. 

Germany Divided falters on 
precisely that point The American 
academic James McAdams has 
drawn on extensive archival materi¬ 
al. secondary sources and inter¬ 
views with officials on both sides of 
the German divide for his painstak¬ 
ing chronicle of inter-German rela¬ 
tions in the 40 years leading from 
partition in the wake of the second 
world war to the collapse of die 
Beilin wall and reunification. The 
book charts the emergence of two 
separate states which, after initial 
attempts on each side to rescind the 


What the Berlin Wall was for 


division in its interest, grew ever 
further apart, before finally coming 
together again after 1989. 

In the interim lay years of rigid 
rhetoric, followed by a period of 
gradual accommodation to the 
status quo in which the prospect of 
unification became evermore faint 
At first the two sides competed for 
stewardship of the German nat¬ 
ional cause. McAdams sets out to 
show how the GDR was driven by 
ideology and straightened circum¬ 
stances to abandon common ties, 
seeing greater advantage for the 
communist regime in emphasising 
the issues that separated the two 
Germanys: while the Federal Re¬ 
public ca me, in the author's view, to 
pay little more than lip service to the 
concept of reunification. 

McAdams describes this process 
in great detail, but with a curious 
lack of understanding. There are 
many examples for this, two of 
which are worth pointing out The 


two postwar leaders of divided 
Germany, Adenauer and Ulbricht, 
are portrayed as antagonists who 
dung to their policies with the same 
degree of obstinacy, never con¬ 
sidering a compromise. On a 
superficial level that is true, but a 
historian who fails to take into 
account the political background 
cannot do justice to the motives for 
Adenauer's intransigence. 

The Soviet Union was at that 
time filial with an unquenched 
thi/st for territorial expansion. 
Stalin’s successes in central Europe 
nourished hopes of conquering 
West Germany and possibly even 
the rest of Europe. With this aim in 
mind the Soviet Union was persis¬ 
tently trying to drive a wedge 
between the Federal Republic and 
the Western powers. In the mael¬ 
strom of postwar politics, Adenauer 
never wavered in his polity' of 
anchoring the fledgling republic 
firmly in the West, This is why the 


germaNy.divided 
F rom the Wall to 
Reunification 
By A. James McAdams 
' Princeton. £20 


German Chancellor did not hesi¬ 
tate to reject the much-disputed 
Stalin note of 1952, even though 
he angered some of his closest 
followers. Adenauer saw Stalin’s 
demarche as a ploy to sabotage the 
Federal Repubic’s membership of 
the short-lived European Defence 
Community and to stop West 
Germany joining Nato (which it 
did in 1955). McAdams heats this 
incident, which has always puzzled 
historians, in a cursory manner. 

Another example of tire author’s 
failure to see things in context can 
be found in bis comments on 
Helmut Kohl’s "Ten-Point Plan" of 


Buttering royal 
slices of bread 


November 1989* winch outlined' 
die course of German unity. ; 
Because Kohl emphasised "the 
broader transnational goals" of his 
government and avoided the word 
confederation" throughout his 
declaration before the Bundestag, 
McAdams concludes that be-, 
"wanted to slow the.march to 
national unity by, confining .it with ; 
certain commonly defined parame-. 
ters". According to' McAdams, . 
Kohl "was at a loss to predictwhat 
the next development would be - 
between the two Germanys'’. The 
author never considas what reac¬ 
tion a less diplomaticaQy-phrased' ■ 
and more open statement of intent'’ • 
would have provoked m eastern 
Europe and Moscow, not to men- 
tion me effect it would have had on 
die western allies with then-height¬ 
ened sensitivity to any'display .of 
German assertiveness. 

One need only remember how 
the nervous re p resent a tives of die; 




four powers "hastily convened in 
Beilin in December 1989 to dis¬ 
cuss the new situation, how in that 
same month' Mitterrand sped'to 
Kiev for a meeting with Gorbachev 
and then on to'preaUnand Beriin. 
" hoping to stall the process that had 
been set in motion, or afleast find a 
solution other Ilian : reunification. 
And of course Margaret Thatcher's 
reservations on this subject are well 
known. But all this seems to elude 
the author. Intent on proving his 
thesis that unification could , have 
. happened far sooner, , he has suc¬ 
cumbed to the myopia that comes 
from staringtoo intently at the files. 
. ' / Similariy^ McAdams ignores the 
. historical significance of the bond 
between Germans on both sides of 
-the divide;.which survived four 
(^ separation. It was, after 
: aH,- flre ordinary citizens of the 
- GDR-fyho 'took to the streets with 
banners proclaiming “We are one 
peppier. But McAdams only has 


eyes for diplomatic corres¬ 
pondence, missws 
{rents. Perhaps he should hare 
averted his gaze ton all friar 
paperwork and brought ® nnnd 
thatthsWall and the border were, 
paradoxically, symbols of the Ger^ 
man feeling of togetherness, for tf 
Germany had also been inwardly j 
divided these barriers would have ■ 
Taeen superfluous. . .. , 

There is another dement lacking f 

in this turgid book The footnotes j 
reveal that the author was _ m , 
Germany in 1989. He often ! 

to conversations he had there with ■, 
political functionaries, but nowhere ; 

does he give a smseofto > 

peaceful eruptions which followed j 

one another in rapid succession j 

and readied a dramatic efimax in j 

October 1989. But Germany has ( 

left its mark on McAdams. His j 

prose is fiifl of stodgy Geimanic i 

constructions and. he writes in that j 

dry style which some political { 

scientists spero to relish but which i 

drives the reader to distraction. 

Gina Thomas is a correspondent \ 

for the Frankfurter Aflgemeine j 

. Zedong. She lives in London j 


V eronica Maclean travelled 
for two years, seeking inter¬ 
views with die 27 crowned 
heads left in the world. She was 
miffed at being curdy turned down 
by King Baudouin of the Belgians. 
His grandparents had often visited 
Beaufort, home of Clan Fraser of 
Lovat (of which Lady Madean is a 
member) when she was a child. 
OnJv slightly mollified by learning 
the King had been ill. she com¬ 
ments that he “represents a monar¬ 
chy which is an anachronism and 
which may well disappear with his 
eventual demise". The Dutch court 
chamberlain politely told her inter¬ 
views were never given by Queen 
Beatrix — wise lady. So this Queen 
escapes criticism. 

In Tonga she Woodn 

missed her ap- - 

pointment with the n n wnf 
K ing by forgetting ^yeroni 

to adjust her watch H ^ crGSl 

to local time; _ 

another couldn’t ——— 

be arranged during her brief stay. 
Tonga is then compared unfavour- 
abty'with neighbouring Samoa, 
where the King gave her “magnifi¬ 
cent carrot cake" as well as “deli¬ 
cious sandwiches". 

Lady Madean is susceptible to 
regal sandwiches. When sitting 
with the Grand Duke of Luxem¬ 
bourg ‘‘delicate little sandwiches 
were brought in". He and his 
family are friends of the Lovais and 
he does not give Interviews. This 
was just a fnendly visit, “and I 
tucked into another delidous sand¬ 
wich to prove it". However, what he 
said is here. He escaped when 
Hitler occupied Luxembourg in 
May 1940 and fought with the 
Guards Armoured Brigade in Nor¬ 
mandy. With his father he marched 
at the head of the allied troops 
liberating Luxembourg in Septem¬ 
ber 1944. Four days later this very 
decent man rejoined his regiment 
to fighr in the battle of Arnhem. 
Deservedly popular with his sub¬ 
jects. Lady Madean awards him 
her certificate of security of tenure. 

1 hope the delightful Lady 
Madean will forgive me forteasing 
her a little. But I think her brother, 
Hugh Fraser, whom J first met at 
Oxford when we were both 18 and 
remained dose friends with until 
he died, would hare been amused. 
Actually 1 was fasdnated by her 
adventures in royalty and her skill 
ai interviewing with Lhe cornea 
balance of Formality and informal¬ 
ity. She got it from her own 
experience and that of her family, 
sume of whom have been this, that 
and the other at the Palace. 

The one she was most nervous of 
meeting for the first time was the 


B en Okri writes beautifully. 
His winning of the 1991 
Booker Prize for The Fum- 
ished Road was a triumph of 
inspiration over the every-day. His 
prose is dense with pungem meta¬ 
phor. sometimes whimsical, some¬ 
times bawdy, sometimes so fraught 
with wild visions that his narrative 
threatens to explode under the 
pressure oi its own exuberance. 
Whether you consider him flam¬ 
boyantly poetic, or merely self- 
indulgent. Okri is an original. 

But there is a problem. Who is he 
really writing for? There’s no doubt 
that The Famished Road came 
from a profound need to actualisc a 
predpirous visionary energy. A 
convulsive and semi-autobiograph¬ 
ical mode such as his has its surface 
attractions, and if you care to look 
closely, plenty of deeper intricacies. 

I f there was anything wrong with 
The Famished Road . it was not so 
much that it was too long—though 
long, ar 500 pages, it certainly was 
— as that it assumed the reader 
automatically wanted the high- 
octane intimacy offered b\ Okri's 
strange African spirit-family: no 
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Woodrow Wyatt 

CROWNED HEADS 
By Veronica Madean 

HodderB Stoughton. £25 


Emperor of Japan. She was sternly 
told the topics to avoid. Luckily 
there was “a tiny white porcelain 
cup of some delicious golden 
liquid’’ which she and the Imperial 
couple sipped. The Empress re¬ 
membered Lady Maclean’s cousin 
who had been in Japan as wife of 
the British ambassador. “We are 
off!" Soon the Emperor darted 
away to fetch books to identify a 
Japanese iily for Lady Madean. 
Forbidden topics, much as his 
connection with Shintoism and its 
royal ritual, were no longer barred. 
Some of her questions verged 
almost on the impertinent Lady 
Madean veered dangerously near 
that invisible line which must not 
be crossed when 
W Wyatt talking to the 

--- crowned head of a 

dheads 

i Madean J jj?®, f Jjjf 

ugh ion. a mval of thepret- 

__ tiest sweetmeats I 

have ever seen" 
which set her off. The Emperor is a 
thoughtful intellectual with great 
dignity and common sense. Near 
godlike, he guides the Japanese 
through their recurring emotional 
and psychological difficulties, 
which are considerable. The Em¬ 
peror believes this supreme task is 
the sole justification for his exis¬ 
tence. Japan is lucky to have him, as 
readers wfll see from Veronica 
Madean’s brilliant accouni of her 
meeting with him and his 
Empress. 

She is equally perceptive and 
understanding of the Queen, the 
Queen Mother and the Prince of 
Wales, though she refused the offer 
of a cup of tea from Prince Charles 
(well, it couldn't have matched the 
exotic stuff she had been getting 
elsewhere). Mercifully, she records 
no conversation with the Princess 
of Wales. She believes, as I do, that 
despite his present troubles. Prince 
Charles will make a first-class 
sovereign. There is much here that 
is new about our top royal trio 
which should dispel the nonsense 
peddled by the media and republi¬ 
cans who foolishly believe our 
monarchy is obsolete. 

Lady Madean gives encouraging 
and found advice for monarchs 
everywhere on how to ensure the 
continuity of their thrones, without 
treading over the invisible line 
endrding them. I recommend the 
book to them and their subjects. It 
is informative and entertaining: 
not only about crowned heads but 
on how much better it Is to keep 
them on rather than chop them off. 

Lord Wyatt of Weeford is chairman 
of the tote. 


N ot an easy book, this, to 
sumup.Itisasequdtothe 
author’s fasdruttmgLzfter- 
alisms: Essays In Political Philoso¬ 
phy, which esmfeflstyri him as one 
of our livetiest aud’.mo^ proibund 
pofitkal phitosophers. lt consists of 
20 essays, articles and reviews, the 
last of which. “What is dead and 
. what is .firing in liberalism" ; is 
published here for the first time. 
They naturally contain a fewrepeti- 
tions, contradictions and rfymgra 
| of mind (as about the survival of 
totalitarianism in Russia) and a few 
oddities, such as Graces repeated 
characterisation of intense volup¬ 
tuousness as incompatible with a 
life devoted to long-term projects, 
but nonetheless a genuine human 
good all the same. Gray chides 
modem liberals for endangering 
their own survival by despising pre- 
liberal virtues. Is not continence 
one of these? 

His writings are directed at 
sharply differing 
audiences. They Colin 

thus differ in the - 

a mount of erudi- ptvqt r n 
tion expected of the 
reader. Some are 
for ordinaiy mor- • 1 “ 

tab. if it is not 
blasphemy thus to - kquiu 
describe the man- ■ ■ 

daxinreadetsafTheTimesUtemry 
Supplement,. Others were unload¬ 
ed on Gray’s philosophical peas, 
polymaths who are never happier 
than when chucking great abstract 
polysyllables at each other. 

John Gray is worth a bit of 
trouble. There is gold on almost 
every page and in fact a unifying. 
golden thread runs right through 
the lot Gray has declared his 
allegiance to "the civil society", for 
him a sort of Hofy City now in 
mortal danger everywhere. This is 
not least from its false friends like 
American liberals, to whose arbi¬ 
trary and illiberal antics (positive 
dfecrirninatiba and the rest) he 
devotes much powder and shot 
What characterises the avfl soci¬ 
ety? It indudes tolerance of diversi¬ 
ty, the rule of law, limited 
government, the institution of pri¬ 
vate and several property, flee 
market exchanges, voluntary asso¬ 
ciation and' so on. All this consti¬ 
tutes a complex " device which 
secures peace by reducing the 
number of decisions which must be 
collectively taken and then become 
binding on alL 

The dvH society obviously cant 
survive in a totalitarian statp- An 
authoritarian state, by contrast, it 
finds tolerable, even comfortaWe, 
provided it be tolerant Gray finds 
much to praise in the later Russian 
tsars. Often and falsely denounced 
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Egon Schiele, Portrait of the Artists At other a tender study dated 1918, the year Schiele died 
of influenza aged 28. From Erwin Mitsch, Egon Schiele (paperback reissue. Phaidon, El 9.95) 


Colin Welch 

POST-LIBERALISM 
Studies in Political 
Thought 
By John Gray, 
Routledge,£35 


fur having bequeathed 1 to the 
Bolsheviks the idea and apparatus 
of a totalitarian stale, they preskied 
in fact over an increasingly liberal 
civil society, which the Bolsheviks 
wilfully and brutally destroyed. 

Baffled by an English menu, the 
Bavarian politician Franz Josef 
Strauss once bade his hast choose 
for him, “provided it is bigf. Any 
form of government will salt John 
Gray, “provided it is lirtfo’. Gray 
plaridfy sees as the best hope for 
countries like Brazil and Argentina, 
devastated by collectivim a contin¬ 
uation of weak government with a 
thriving ’ 1 informal economy". Just 
what Dr Gray ordered. 

Asked what he thou#tt should be 
accomplished by a fourth Thatcher 
government, the late Nicholas Rid¬ 
ley replied: "Nothing That is the 
correct policy for a government." 
Gray would. I fancy, Kcognise here 
a kindred spirit, with one very 
Important reservation;'The govern¬ 
ment Jmust paa- 
Veldl -tivdyj create, en- 

- force pid preserve 

t RALf <SM ^ 31x1 other 

condnons within 
Political whidl nothing 

S* 11 mareneed urgenf- 

‘vJW- lybeffone. 

Griy warns the 
. emeKirig eastern 

European states tfat the civfl 
society, though absolutely necessary 
for their survival and prosperity, 
does not sponianeoiidy create itself 
wherever coUectivisri is removed. 
Here l for one waswrong. I have 
regarded tire free nfaricet economy 
as a natural state of iffaiis, to which 
humanity would revert the moment 
the shackles of totaitarianism were 
knocked off I was misled by the 


reassuring experience of western 
Germany after Hhleris demise — 
an experience to which Gray de¬ 
votes some thought 
Passionate for liberty. Gray is less 
passionate for democracy and self- 
detemunarion. His liberty is free¬ 
dom to do what fou like within the 
law, not freedonj to participate by 
right in the oenual institutions of a 
political order. Gray further warns 
emergent eastern Europe against 
slavishly copying the mass democ¬ 
racies of the 'west, with their 
omnicompetent (thus incompetent 
state, with tfaeii political life domi¬ 
nated by competition for state- 
controlled restxirces, with their 
governments thus at once weak 
and inordinate. Democracy, Gray 
adds, must be Iintifed. tibexty must 
be limited to be enjoyed. He bids 
eastern Europeans to read de 
TocqueviUe, Benjamin Constant 
and the Great Scots, not Rawls. 
Dworkin and other decadent suc¬ 
cessors. I advise them to read Gray. 


In the land 
of fighting 
ghosts 


breathers. Big virions in a tight 
aide risk reading like an author 
talking to himself. Dante chose 
heaven, hell and purgatory: Okri 
has a village. 

After winning a major prize for 
your first novel, of course, it is an 
insuperable task to come up with a 
book that many will care for. From 
the moment he collected his Booker 
cheque. Okri had an uphill fight on 
his hands. 

A fight however, of supernatural 
dimensions is what we had at the 
end of the last novel, and its 
shadow looms over the opening 
pages of Songs of Enchantment. 
The father — “Dad" — of 77te 
Famished Road (though for some 
curious copy-editorial reason he has 
now become “dad") is recuperating 
after his duel with a certain “man 
from the Land of Fighting Ghosts", 
and in the new novel he attempts to 
hit the straight and narrow. 

Songs of Enchantment is an 
undisguised sequel to The Fam¬ 
ished Road, though weighs in at 


James Woodall 

SONGS OF 
ENCHANTMENT 
By Ben Okri 
Jonathan Cape. £14.Ot) 


just over half the length. Okri's 
child-narrator Azaro once more 
faces his father’s indigence, his 
mother's virtual slavery, and his 
own susceptibility to believe that 
what he sees in his head is the 
violent stuff of reality. The contin¬ 
gent world is still defined by the 
family abode. Madame Koto's bar- 
brothel. Sami's betting-shop, and 
sundry creditors and predators. 

That, in essence, is the setting 
and the plot Okri's style of 
storytelling is to bunch together a 
series of startling natural and not- 
50-natural images, drawn largdy 
from a primeval African landscape, 
and let them stand as little para¬ 
bles. Each one effects its own magic 


— or noL as the case may be. 
depending on your resistance to 
Okri’s relentless prestidigitation. 

If anything, the colours of Songs 
of Enchantment are splashier, the 
liquids slimier, the visions more 
hideous than those of The Fam¬ 
ished Road. People invade each 
other’s dreams more unforgiving^y, 
things grow faster and to more 
gigantic proportions than before. 
To be blunt, erections (even if they 
are of the spirit-world) are vaster, 
and the sex is more like war. Giving 
himself just under 300 pages to 
pack ft all in. you' get the sense that 
Okri has to compensate by triple- 
fold intensification; you therefore 
sometimes find yourself begging 
him to calm down. 


H is story here is really an 
involved metaphor for 
birth and growth, a kind 
of crazed nurture. And to say that 
his metaphors are mixed is to 
understate the case: "I was knocked 
about in the old man’s dream of a 
dying country that had not yet been 
torn" announces Azaro ai one 
point, and you can only sympathise 
with his ontological confusion. 

it would be churlish to trivialise 
Okri’s bold experimentation. Bui if 
there is one other major problem 
with his writing, it is that he risks 
parody, or more precisely self* 
parody. Things like this: “Masks 
multiplied into our nights. We saw 
crocodile faces turning red. Ante- 
lope faces changed into the expres¬ 
sions of hyenas. We ceased to be 
aware of die numbers of the dead. 



Ben Okri. overlooked by Perseus relentless prestidigitation 


. .ffSS 6 

If 



We began to live with ghosts and 
spirits. Our night-spaces began to 
crawl with other presences." And so 
on: ours not to reason why,-per¬ 
haps. but all this metamorphosis 
might be coming too easy to its 
creator. 

Okri’s is a challenging voice in 
British fiction, and he will write 



other important novels. If Songs of 
Ertcfamrmenr isn’t quite that, then 
it may be because'he has been 
forced to let off more steam than is 
. striafy necessary. 

James Woodall is the author of In 
Search of the Firedance (SincUtir- 
Stevcnson) 


BliiiWfti 
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of a novel 


Vikram Seth has 
been puffed as a 
latter-day Tolstoy. 
T'.x After reading his 
. novel about India 
Daniel Johnson is 
not disappointed 


F or once, die publisher's 
hype was not hyperbole. A 
Suitable Boy is not, as 
Salman Rushdie was re¬ 
ported to have told its author to his 
face, “a soap opera". Though Seth 
is so readable that his work is 
bound to be seen as less highbrow 
than Midnighrs Children ,or The 
Satanic /erees, his novel is no less 
literary an artefact Nor does it 
deserve to be accusedas it will be 
— of escapism: there is do nostalgia 
for the Raj. however.understated,- 
in this novel, but neither is it an 
anti-imperial polemic It is a work 
in the tradition of I9th-ceninry 
realism, filtered through a late 
20th-century sensibility. 


A SUITABLE BOY 
By Vikram Seth 
Phoenix House, £20 


v. A Suitable Boy is not merely one 
of the longest novels in English; it 
may also prove to be the most 
fecund as well as the most prodi¬ 
gious work of the latter half of this 
century—perh^js even the book lo 
restore the serious reading public’s 
faith in the contemporary novel I 
have little doubt that, at die age of 
41, Vikram Seth is already the best 
writer of his generation. 

There is no narrator; indeed, the 
author speaks rarefy and only in the 
most subdued voice possible. But 
because Seth is of his generation, 
he cannot write on such an ambi¬ 
tious scale without an occasional 
glance in the looking glass. One of 
tile many miming jokes in this 
genial comedy of Indian manners 
concerns- the- character who most 
resembles the author, the poet Amit ‘ 
Chattexji, who is writing a ncrvd- 
witfiin-the-novel This device occa¬ 
sions both sdf-referential similes— 
the novel is like the Ganges, the : 
banyan tree, and so onand also 
enables Seth to have some gentle 
fun with other writers. There are 
glimpses of the. tribulations of 
living with such an undertaking, 
the selfish aloofness which makes ' 
the writer such an unsuitable suitor. 

The principal leitmotif df the 
novel, its trunk is the story of how 
one woman. Lata Mdua finds a 
“suitable" husband. Because this fe 
India in 1950, the quest unavoid¬ 
ably embraces her widowed motht 
er, Mis Rupa Mehra, heraister 
Savita and brothers Aiun and 
Varun. their spouses* families, the 
earnest Kapoors and the chattering 
Chatterjis, and ultimately other 
dans as wcQ: four family trees are 
given at the beginning. A mere 
1,349 pages of births, deaths, 
festivals, riots, ejections, trials arid 
love affairs later. Lata marries. 

But to call this novel a love stray 
would be as facile as love usually is 
in real life: Lata makes up her mind 
which of her three main suitors she 
wants to many only in the- final 
pages of the book. So what is. A 
Suitable Boy about? 

At a metaphysical level Lata’s 
choice of husband might be said to 
resolve a triangular conflict be¬ 
tween the practical the erotic and 
the contemplative principles. But 
the book gently satirises such 
schematic criticism in the shape of 
the Brahmpur literary society, 
which hears papers with tides such 
as “Elioc Whither?" 

At the most basic level however. 

the book is about India: but not just 

- the picturesque India of a hundred 
films. The novel’s treatment of 
India’s first general election, of the 
complexities of post-imperial laud 



Vikram Seth: an unsuitable suitor. “Oh. 1 don't know bow it grew to be so long." said Amit. “I'm very undisciplined. But I too hate long books: the better, the worse ” 


reform, and oftfae tensions between 
Indians, and foreigners in industry 
and commerce, is masteriy. 

Through, his imaginary city of 
Bptinnpur. Seth defects India as a 
perpetual pft&ed batfe This is ^ 
only a matter erf religious commu¬ 
nal stri fe, though some of the. best 
passages in the book , evoke tire 
awfulness (rf religious celebrations 
gone wrong, the ravenous blood-, 
lust - of the.• mob, the **nheaM 
wounds' of partition only three 
years before die novel opens- But. 
Seth is: just as interested in the. - 
quieter struggles and being 
fought out in legislatures, univer- ‘ 
Sity departments, shoe factories. . 


villages, dubs, households, parties. 

Above afl parties: Setii has a 
particular gjfrfor making conversa¬ 
tion of any kind believable, as be 
already proved in his virtuoso verse- 
novel about San Francisco, The 
Golden Gate. But in A Suitable 
Boy be excels himself in rendering 
the variations in the texture of soda! 
intercourse, not merely between the 
incompatible microcosms of a caste 
society, but among acquaintances. 

It might be frowned upon nowa¬ 
days to write about England with 
such unabashed emphasis upon 
class distinctions, such attention to 
the nuances of prejudice; authors 
and readers conspire to pretend 


that a classless sodety ought to exist, 
even if it does not But India soon 
after independence is another mat¬ 
ter. Seth’s honesty, his confidence 
that the whole of India’s virtues are 
more than the sum of her vices, 
enables him to observe the cruel 
niceties of Indian sodety, whether 
in Calcutta or the provinces, with 
the zest of a Trollope or a Waugh. 

Seth employs his psychological 
dexterity to create a huge cast of 
characters, the least significant of 
whom has as much life as the most. 
Oddly enough, the only figure who 
seams twodimensional is also the 
only portrait from life: Jawahaiial 
Nehru. But though his offstage 


presence is felt throughout the 
book, the Pandit’s only flesh-and- 
blood appearance is brief. His 
prindples are represented by 
Mahesh Kapoor, the Revenue 
Minister, who is a superb study in 
the original uncorrupted spirit of 
what has been India’s dominant 
political tradition the Congress. 

Yet though Seth deploys his 
knowledge of politics, the law and 
economics to great effect it is in the 
domestic and romantic spheres 
that he shines most brilliantly. One 
tour de force succeeds another, a 
bewitching performance of the 
singer and courtesan Saeeda Bai 
sets an emotional ball rolling which 


Praveen Moman on the lost India of Vikram Seth’s A Suitable Boy 


£T would like to return to India. My 
X daughter [Harvard educated] is becoming 
too independent I would like her to get 
married. It doesn't have to be an arranged 
marriage. I just want her settled..." The 
comments of this Indian lady —I met hex by 
chance last week— go to the soul of an Indian 
mother, like a. latter day version of lata’s 
mother, her concerns were firing testimony 
that the wodd of A Suitable Boy was in some 
measure aKve. 

The baroque, mannered, world describedin 
Seth's work may seemwooden and archaic. To 
the Indian of Seth’s generation — part 
traditional and paxtd&racui6 — the chronicle 
brings bade all the-rich rasa (flavour) of a 
dimly remembered period. Tbe warm, envel¬ 
oping famiEes with. thefe hierarchy of relation¬ 
ships come alive through his characters. 

Equally, tire chaotic cnlturalmire of India at 
independence is represented faithfully- like 
Nehru, many chararters in this north Indian 
tale were; to varying .extents, “Musfims by 
culture. Hindu by religion and Engfish fay 
education” and bad to glide through these 
different worlds- Their basic framework is 
provided by elaborate Hindu socio-reHgkws 
f oj f y, imbibed in childh ood. Tales from the 
Vedas, the later epics — the Ramayana and 
the Mahabhand — all subtly conditioned 
their behaviour. 

Tbe legacy of die thousand year presence of 
Muslims, and in particular the grand Mugbul 
durbars show through tbe Persian sense of 


tameez (etiquette). Poignant Urdu poetry, 
especially ghazals (verse in rhyming couplets) 
and romantic liaisons with courtesans were 
the natural pastimes of the ruzwbi classes, 
especially as they became powerless. The 
characters also have an English veneer, 
having absorbed tbe language, values and 
snobbery of the ruler. This hybrid personality 
allowed them to participate in age-old Hindu 
rites, greet elders in the assured inflection of 
high Urdu and discuss James Joyce. 

F ifty years on. the tussle between these 
three influences continues. The urban 
upper classes have become more modern and 
caste has yielded to secularism, although this 
is now befog challenged by Hindu revivahsm. 

Following partition and the decline of the 
nambi class, only remnants of Urdu culture 
remain, largely in Pakistan. Tbe leisurely 
recitation, redming on bolsters on the floor, of 
{ fared g on youth, love and beauty has gone 
with the age of the sofa and chairs. Hindu- 
Musfim relations continue as before: in part 
there are tensions, as recent events show. The 
people of “the Book" remain philosophically 
at odds with those whom tiiey dismiss as 
“idolaters”. But the lives of both communi¬ 
ties. despite the rise of fundamentalism, are 
deeply interlocked as they were in Lata’s days, 
-through a shared cultural background. 

Certain traditiona] values remain impor¬ 
tant. even in “modem families’’. Conversation 
still centres around births, deaths and 


marriages. Respect for eklers. and a belief in 
karma remain, as well as the extended family. 
A Hindu mother’s overriding imperative 
remains that her daughter, like the mythical 
Sita, an ideal of “chastity, purity and 
faithfulness", be found a suitable boy. that 
indefinable quantity. “Love marriage" and 
inter-caste marriages are more accepted, as 
long as the family's izat (respect) remains; 
extra-marital affairs are still frowned upon. In 
traditiona] families Tbe old rules still have a 
much tighter grip, as the pages of matrimo¬ 
nial advertisements in Indian newspapers 
show. 

' The biggest change during this period is in 
the attitude of the daughters. Education, 
independence and discovery of equal rights 
mean they want to control their own fate 
much more than Lata’s generation did. Many 
modem Indian women wiD see Seth’s roman¬ 
ticism of the past through rather bitter eyes. 

Ironically, Setb’s great English novel 
symbolises India’s own culture. literature 
music, poetry and folk culture are stiD aD 
declining in the indigenous languages. The 
ustads (masters) who created them are 
marginalised. In its place has come an 
English-speaking Hite who describe with 
lyricism the civilisation of their country, but 
are unable to contribute to it themselves in 
the original idioms. Freed by western thought, 
they have also lost their own culture. As the 
great ghazal writer, Ghafib, once said: “Time 
once tot cannot be brought bade." 


wifi crush several lives in the end; 
Laia's three suitors meet at a Test 
match, without being folly aware 
that they are rivals. 

But Seth is no mere salon wit. 
This book plumbs the depths, 
whether he is writing about what 
goes through die mind of die 
daughter of a nawab living in 
purdah when she is surprised by 
the police at the door; Lata's 
nameless dread inspired by the 
nocturnal prowling of a seemingly 
avuncular relative. There is the 
Ganges itself, where the comical 
holy men are only a diversion from 
the dark mysteries which exert their 
power even over an author inclined 
to secular rational km: “Quietly 
they moved down the calm and 
sacred river that had come down to 
earth so that its waters might flow 
over ashes of those long dead, and 
that would continue to Dow long 
after the human race had, through 
hatred and knowledge, burned 
itself out" 

Is not life too short for novels that 
rake busy people many weeks to 
read? And yet once is not enough. 
The magnanimous humanity em¬ 
bodied in this Taj Mahal of a book 
will disclose itself fuDy only with 
meticulous re-reading. Daunting 
as A Suitable Boy is, you should 
make time for it It will keep you 
company for the rest of your life. 
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Falling 
for an 
Oxford 
doctor 

W endy Perriam is moreish 
in a satisfying sort of way. 
Her young female char¬ 
acters, unashamed eroticism and 
fast-moving plots captivate and 
hold. Michael. Michael is no 
exception to this; the prose is stylish 
and the blend of dialogue with 
narrative well-judged. She is a 
reader’s writer, smooth, interesting 
and pacy. 

Tessa, the heroine of her new 
novel, starts off as an Oxford 
undergraduate. Perriam makes her 
both misfit and digue-member 
depending on circumstance and 
mood and evokes the girl’s internal 
insecurity extremely well One mo¬ 
ment heady Oxford-blue sides, the 
next crumpled sub-fuse and no 
champagne. Guilty anxieties about 

Alison Roberts 

michaelmichael 

By Wendy Perriam 
HarperCollins, £14.99 


her bener-off friends’ perception of 
bar-maid mum are also well done. 

-Tessa is swept _off her feet by 
Michael, a junior doctor at the 
Raddiffe hospital. Her romanti¬ 
cism — she casts herself as Heloise 
to Michael’s Abelard throughout— 
is shattered ty rejection under 
catastrophic circumstances, and 
she descends into an obsessive 
neurotirism. 

When Tessa’s infatuation substi¬ 
tutes one Michael for another, 
older, version with the same name 
and job. the plot becomes slightly 
incredible. Yet it is a mark, of 
Pemam’s talent that her characters 
are never unbelievable; at least, she 
never allows the reader to stop and 
wonder whether they are. 

Tessa's sexual fickleness, particu¬ 
larly with Michael substitute 
number three, is grounded in an 
absolute devotion to the original 
man. Perriam depicts the confu¬ 
sion in attraction and the motives of 
a girl fresh out of adolescence, 
plunged head-first into man-infest¬ 
ed waters, with great insight Her 
heroinejirowns before our eyes. 

Chapters end with a subtle 
version of a diff-hanger — the- 
beginning of the next often places 
the reader in a different situation 
altogether and the resolution of 
previous events is left to be picked 
out of this new drama. Most - 6- " 
chaprersjtart with dialogue coo. 
adding-.to the freshness of the 
book's Technique. 

Perriam likes to use neat kinds of 
symbolism. The original Michael, 
named after the angelic conqueror 
of Satan, indulges in most of the 
human sins. But Tessa’s sexual 
awakening matches Michael’s and 
the plumpish student in the second¬ 
hand dothes becomes Guinevere. 
Leander. Delilah and mostly Jeze¬ 
bel Her reading of romantic 
mythology is shown to be as flawed 
as her faith in the loyalty of one tall, 
dark and handsome man. 


Keeping art alive 


ina 


Lucy fisher 

THE COMPUTER ART¬ 
ISTS HANDBOOK 
Concepts, Techniques and 
Applications t 
By LilfianF- Schwartz and 
LatijtnsR-Schwarir . 
Norton. £35 

jl rtists will use any means of 
f\ manipulating an image, 
"i. whether transferring atrao- 
g onto the: wall 

tag an electronicMntfadM 
a television screen, a typewmer 
yboaiti. and.a 

iwartz is a pioneer of computer 

t. in thisbookshetdkyraihowto 

flow in her footsteps (usmga FC 

us paim package upwartfel but 

ie wraps up the tedinfoalinfonna- 

m inter own experience so you 
av not “dee *at yw we 
sorbing knowledge about alga 
Jims, pixels and spfte pmtectum. 

JTdiSusses a poster for.tfoT 

luseu mofModem^mto^ 
e d ifficulties she faced and how 


OWJfWU 

d almost'mfi- 
animarion and 


Mona-Leo by liliiari Schwartz 
panting by electronic number 

sound: musk can be converted into 
a visual analogue. Or jwr can mate 
computer-controlled moving sculp¬ 
tures. You. can “scan in" human 
figures and keep them in a library 
for future use. You need never draw 
a human being again. 

. But does the compote make 
things too easy for the artist? 
Schwartz shows that artists did 
something similar in file Renais¬ 
sance: "Sets of arras, legs, feet and 
torsosT were created and used over 
again in the same fresco. Even 
Scwgh she describes “automatic" 
drawng and painting programs, 
her feet are on the ground. It is the 
artist who is creative, not me 
machine. The results are stunning. 


S enior members of staff at the 
BBC will read A Responsible 
Mon. Cynthia Kee’s first 
novd. with mistyeyes: Set some¬ 
where in the early sixties, its 
heroine, Victoria, works as an 
editor on a ground-breaking cur¬ 
rent affairs programme—bated on 
Tonight, for which the author used 
to work. While the “fictional" 
interview it describes with Brigitte 
Bardot has in reality long since 
passed info television folklore, Vic¬ 
toria’s colleagues also seem oddly 
familiar. Here is broadcasting in its 
first flush of youth — dynamic and 
answerable to no-one. Chat show 
producers jump at this sort of thing 
and Cynthia Kee, formerly married 
to the broadcaster Robert Kee, has 
been much in demand of late. 

Woven around tbe comings and 
goings at foe studio is a Le Cairt- 
Ske spy spool complete with Rus¬ 
sian dissidents and nudear scien¬ 
tists. Victoria's new boyfriend, 
Harold, is at the hub of all this 
activity and foe “responsible man” 
in question. Having dabbled with 
cozmmfasmfo his youth. he enters 
middle age side with wony foal his 

sins wffl be found out He is indeed 
being watched, but not for foe 
reasons he thinks. 

The story jumps, disconcertingly 

at times, between foe various plots. 

The love story and spy story are 
interrupted by same amusing stabs 
at Harold’s awful friends — the 
county set — and, as with the 
television executives, mudi fun can 
be had guessing whom these 

people are based on in real life. The 


Beeb 

before 

Birt 

Lois Ratbbone 


A RESPONSIBLE MAN 

By Cynthia Kee 

Chtmo & Windus. £13.99 

QUEEN OF THE 
WITCHES 
By Jessica Sevens 
Hutchinson. £13.99 


hysteria that grips one hostess 
vfoen her cook abandons ho-on foe 
eve of a house party is particularly 
rewarding, as is foe unmotheriy 
reaction of another when, 
preocuppied with her supper 
menu, she discovers that her child¬ 
ren have been kidnapped. The 
children ma na ge to escape and 
return without a murmur, “denial 
and evasion appeared to be foe 
modes fay which this dan operat¬ 
ed." Kee's dissidents are also good, 
though built on a more Dickensian 
scale — heavy drinkers with thick 
Russian accents. 

At the heart of foe novel, howev¬ 


er, is Victoria’s obsessive love for the 
monstrous Harold. The absurd 
lengths to which an otherwise 
sensible woman goes in order to 
placate a man might just be 
believable if we, too, found him 
attractive. But Harold is not a good 
catch. His unexplained moods and 
tantrums quickly begin to grate 
and instead of sympathising with 
Victoria, we despair of her taste. 

In Queen of the Witches Jessica 
Berens concentrates more single- 
mindediy on an ambitious subject 
modem witchcraft. Sheenah is a 
High Priestess of the Divine Order 
of Isis. Her sole object in life is to 
win more converts to the cause of 
white witchery, to which end she 
runs evening classes in her Shep¬ 
herds Bush home. At the same 
time, she is fodted into a long- 
running battle for election to foe 
post of Queen of foe Witches with 
her old enemy. Myra. 

Myra is a celebrity witdi with her 
own TV show who swans around in 
some lovely outfits by Jean Muir, 
but beneath foe pleasant exterior 
lies a foul plotter who has gone over 
to foe other side — blade magic — 
years ago. These two attract a group 
of love-sick girts: Soho characters 
and new-age hippies. 

There is not a hint of magic 
realism here and sensible explana¬ 
tions are found for all strange 
occurrences. But foe tale is none foe 
less beguiling for foal, often very 
funny, and containing a good 
analysis of the fine line between 
eccentricity and madness in the 
national character. 


It is 1914 

and Jonathan Blackwood 
faces the stark realisation 
that the days of honour and 
glory are long gone... 

DOUGLAS 

REEMAN 

THE HORIZON 



The triumphal return of the 
Blackwood family saga. 

AVAILABLE NOW AT DILLONS, 
BOOKS ETC. VTATERSTONE'S. VfH SMITH 
AND BOOKSHOPS EVERYYCHERE 

£ 14.99 
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Activating suspended sentence 


Regina v Crawford 

Before Lord Taylor of Gosforth, 
LonJ Chief Justice, Mr Justice Pill 
and Mr Justice Sedley 
!Judgment March 23] 

Activating a suspended sentence 
was not passing a sentence within 
section I (21(a) of the Criminal 
Justice Act 1991. 

The Court of Appeal so held 
when allowing an appeal by 
Clifford Crawford, aged 27. or 
South Bank. Middlesbrough, 
against sentences totalling 10 
months imprisonment passed by 
Mr Recorder Wagstaff in Teesside 
Crown Court, where the appellant 
hod been committed for sentence. 

The sentences were composed of 
three months for shoplifting from 
a food supermarket of goods 
valued at £208 last July, six months 
consecutive for activation of a two- 
year suspended sentence of six 
months on pleas of guilty to 
shoplifting of £150 spirits and 
attempted shoplifting at another 
supermarket in September 1991 
and. for driving while disqualified, 
one month with two years 
disqualification. 

Also committed to the crown 
court was breach of a two-year 
suspended sentence of three 
months for shoplifting from a DIY 
supermarket of goods valued at 
£109. 

Miss Isabelle Gillard. assigned 


ty the Ri 
peals, for 


trar of Criminal Ap- 
appeUant. 


MR JUSTICE SEDLEY. giving 
the judgment of the court satd that 
the fust question was whether the 
recorder was entitled to take into 
account with the recent super¬ 
market theft one of the two 
offences for which suspended sen¬ 
tences had previously been 
imposed. 

Section l(2)(a) of the 1991 Ad 
permitted the court to _ pass a 
custodial sentence only if it was of 
opinion chat the offence, or one 
other offence associated with it. 
was so serious that only such a 
sentence could be justified for the 
offence. 

In their Lordships'judgment the 
earlier offence was quite distinct 
and unassociated and had been 
the subject of a separate sentence. 
It did not fit the provision in 
section 31(2) that “an offence is 
associated with another if — (a) the 
offender is convicted of it in the 
proceedings in which he is con¬ 
victed of die other offence, or 
(although convicted or it in earlier 
proceedings) is sentenced for it at 
the same time as he is sen Kneed 
for that offence.. 

As a matter of law, activating a 
suspended sentence was not pass¬ 
ing a sentence: 

Not only did that accord with the 
common sense of the suspended 
sentence procedure but .section 


23(9) of the Powers of Criminal 
Courts Act 1973 made it dear that 
that was so by enacting speci fic al ly 
that any order made by a court 
with respect to a suspended sen¬ 
tence was to be treated as a 
sentence passed on the offender by 
that court for the offence for which 
the suspended sentence was 


If tbe activation of a suspended 
sentence was itself a sentence that 

provision would be unnecessary. 

In R v Pike fll97l] I WLR 
1321, 1324) the Court of Appeal 
considering section 40(1) of the 
Criminal Justice An ] 967, which 
was the predecessor of section 
23{9)of the 1973 Act and con¬ 
tained a dasely analogous pro¬ 
vision. said that the wording of 

section 40(1) showed that the order 

pu ttin g a suspended sentence into 
effect was not the passing of a 
sentence. It remained as having 
been passed when it was originally 
imposed. 

Thus section 40(l)(b) was 
worded so as to show that it was 
not a new sentence which was 
being passed; it was a sentence, 
previously passed, which was 
being brought into effect with a 
substituted term. 

That being so. tbe question was 
whether it was legitimate for the 
recorder to take the circumstances 
of the earlier offences or either of 
them into account as “aggravating 


factors." Section 29(2) of the 1991 
Act permitted that to be done, but 
onjy where "any aggravating foe- 
tors of an offence are disclosed by 
the riioimstances of other offences 
committed by the offender.. 

In R v Bexley ([1993] 1 WLR 
192. 199D) the court Stated: "It is 
submitted that drcumstances of 
previous offences which merely 
show the appellant to be a posis- 

tem offender, here a posisiera 

shoplifter, do not disclose any 
aggravating feature of the instant 
offences, other than showing that 
the offender has previous 
convictions. 

"That fact, and the- failure to 
respond to probation and con¬ 
ditional discharge are 
from consideration in regard to the' 
seriousness of the instant offences 
by section .29(1) of the Acr of 1991. 

With that submission we agree." 

Their Lordships, therefore, ac¬ 
cepted Miss Omani'S submission 
that the basis on wind} the 
recorder approached the sentence 
was flawed in law. 

The appellant had served the 
equivalent of six months imprison¬ 
ment in the drcumsances it 
would be wrong to do other than 
substitute a conditional discharge 
for 12 months for the sentences 
impnanri by the recorder. The 
disqualification for two years stood 
and the suspended sentences re¬ 
mained in force. 


Application to read witness statements 


Regina v French 
Regina v Gowhar 

Before Lord Justice McCowan. Mr 
Justice Jowitt and Mr Justice 
Waller 

[Judgment March 16| 

When an application was made by 
the prosecution to allow witness 
statements to be read, pursuant to 
section 2(b)(ii) of the Criminal 
Justice Act 1988. on the ground 
that it was not reasonably prac¬ 
ticable to secure the witness's 
attendance, the judge should con¬ 
sider the matter as a; the dare of the 
application and see whether on 
dial date it was reasonably prac¬ 
ticable to secure his attendance. 

The Court of Appeal so staled 
when allowing the appeals of Lee 
Ernest French and Walid 
Mohammed Ahmed Gowhar and 
quashing their convictions, follow¬ 
ing a retrial, on April 8. 1992 at 
Bournemouth Crown Court 
(Judge Ptyor. QC and a jury) of 
robbery. 

Mr Nicholas Fridd. assigned by 
the Registrar of Criminal Appeals, 
for the appellant; Mr David Bart¬ 
lett for die Crown. 

LORD JUSTICE McCOWAN 
said that the prosecution alleged 


that the appellants robbed a Mexi¬ 
can student in Bournemouth. The 
student came back from Mexico to 
give evidence at the first trial in 
which the jury was discharged. He 
did not attend the second trial and 
the judge allowed two of his 
statements to be read. 

In R vBray ((1988) 88 Cr App R 
354, 357) Lord Lane. Lord Chief 
Justice had said; “Whether it is 
reasonable or not is not to be 
examined at die moment the trial 


opens but must be examined 
against the whole background of 
the case.” However, unlikeBmy. in 
the instant case there was a 
considerable history of attempts by 
die prosecution, to secure tbe 
attendance of the witness. 

Was there any necessity for the 
judge to have any regard to the 
future? In their Lordships' judg¬ 
ment it would be difficult to apply 
section 2 3 with any certainty if one 
could look to the future. The right 


way to approach it was to consider 
it as at the date of the application. 
Thor Lordships agreed with the 
judge's decision in that respect. - - 

On consideration of the exerctae 
of his discretion under section 26 
of tbe 1988 Aci however, their 
Lordships were driven to saythal it 
was exercised on a wrong basis 
and could not be upheld. The 
evidence should not have been 
admitted. 

Solicitors: CPS, Bournemouth. 


Seeking order during hearing 


In re AD Starr Video Ltd 

The effect of an ex parte applica¬ 
tion for a Mareva (asset freezing) 
injunction during the course of an 
inter partes hearing was that the 
applicant's counsel had an 
opportunity to make serious allega¬ 
tions against the respondent in the 
absence of the respondent's coun¬ 
sel. The application was wholly 
wrong and should have been 
refusal 

The Court of Appeal (Lord 
Justice Dillon and Loiri Justice 
Leggatt) so stated on March 8 in 
allowing an appeal against a 
world-wide Mareva injunction 


and an order for discovery of assets 
world-wide made by Mr Nicholas 
Stewart. QC, sitting as a deputy 
judge of the High Court 

LORD JUSTICE DILLON said 
that the applicant had brought 
proceeding by way of a petition 
under section 459 of the Com¬ 
panies Act 1985. 

When the inter partes hearing 
had been going on for lOdays, tire 
applicant at 9.30am on February 
22. 1993. had applied by counsel 
in the absence of the respondent's 
counsel for, inter alia, a world¬ 
wide Mareva injunction against 
tbe respondent 


The deputy judge granted the 
injunction. The applicant's counsel 
informed the respondent's counsel 
of die order just before the inter 
partes hearing resumed that 
morning. 

It was wholly wrong that tire 
application should have been 
made ex pane during the course of 
tire trial lire result was that 
counsel obtained an unfair 
advantage. 

If a Mareva injunction was 
necessary during the continuance 
of a trial the application should be 
made in open court in the presence 
of counsel for the respondent 


Rent-free deal created tenancy 


Stipttm Budding Society v 
Clayton and Others 

Before Lord Justice Nourse. Lord 
Justice Butterftoss and Sir Chris¬ 
topher Slade 
[Judgment March 191 
An agreement to purchase a 
property for one-third of its true 
value and to guarantee tire vendors 
the right to remain living in it rertt- 
free for the remainder of their lives 
had.the effect of granting to the 
vetidcus a tenancy of the property. 

The Court of Appeal so field in 
dismissing an appeal by the plain¬ 
tiff. Skipton Building Society, from 
the derision of Judge Hull in 
Kingston upon Thames County 
Court in June 1992 refusing to 
order the second and third defen¬ 
dants, Ridhard and Mary Browne. 

to give tip possession of Flat 1.184 
Acre Road, Kingston upon 
Thames. 

In 1989 the first defendants. 
Barry. L Clayton and Gary N. 
Thomas, who carried on a .busi¬ 
ness at 298 Ewell Road. Surbiton 
known as the Mortgage Advice 
Centre, in exercise of an option 
agreement, purchased Mr and 
Mis Browne’s leasehold flat for 
£25.000. It was later valued at 
£80,000. 

Under the terms of an agree¬ 
ment the first defendants pur¬ 
ported to gram to Mr and Mrs 
Browne a hcence to occupy the flat 
for their joint lives and tire life of 
tire survivor. 

Tbe agreement provided that 
possession, management and con¬ 
trol of tbe fiat should remain vested 
in tire first defendants and that at 
no time should “the licensees enjqy 


property as against the licensors”. 
Tbe first defendants were to in¬ 
demnify the Brownes for ground 
rent and other outgoings due 
under the lease. 

Thereafter tbe fim defendants, 
acting dishonestly, applied for and 
obtained a mortgage advance on 
the flat of £56,000 from the 
Sltipton Building Society. The 
mortgage repayments were not 
kept up and proceedings were 
begun by tire building sodefy, 
seeking, inter alia, an order for 
possession of the flat against Mr 
and Mrs Browne. 

Mr John Behrens for tire build¬ 
ing sodefy: Mr Mark. Cunning¬ 
ham for Mrs Browne; Mr Browne 
in person; the first defendants did 
not appear and were not 
represented. 

SIR CHRISTOPHER SLADE 
said that tire first ground of the 
building society's appeal that tire 
Brownes by their conduct vrere 
estopped from asserting that their 
interest in the Dai took priority over 
the budding society's interest, was 
rejected. 

The second ground was that at 
the date the mortgage was 
granted, tire Brownes were mere 


licensees, not tenants, and'as such 
did not have an interest in the 

property capable of constituting an 
overriding interert within section 
70(1) of the Land RegstrationAct ■„ 
1925 even tough they were in . - 

actual occupation. 

Street v Mountfbrd (p985J AC 
809) established tot whether the. 
label which tire parties chose to'.- 
attach to their arrangements was 
that of Tenancy or fence, an 
arrangement under which, exdn-.' 
sivc possession of residential prop¬ 
erty was granted for a term at a -' 
rent would normally be regarded' , 
by the law as tire grant of a ‘ 
tenancy. 

Further, Lord Templemaa had 
said (atp8I8) that the same legal 
result would ensue if tire ocoiprer 
was granted “exclusive possession 
for a fixed arperiodicteim cert ai n 
in amaderatjonofapirmhim.. 

Mr Behrens accepred.tbat it was. 
possible to have a tenancywifhout 
any provision for the payroenr.of 
rent However, he reminded the.. 
court that tire parties had had legal 
advice and that the .1989 agree" 


merit according to its .wording, 
granted no more than a Beenes. 

' in regard to the crndal question 

of exclusive possession, Mr 
Behreu attached weight to the 
riauap purp orting to reserve 


ml tb tbe so-caUed licensor and 
not to give exclusive possession to 
■ tire sooQed licensees. 

BuTtire judge found the first 
defendariistobe dishonest and tire 
a gim iip nr that they had drafted 
was “contrived, in an.endeauur to 
avoid the consequences- of Street v- 
MountfonT;. Tbe reality was, he 
bdd. that the Brownes were to 
have exclusive possession, having 
parted with their ownership for a 
wnirfr i wrfiH-nri <aim- ■ 

There was nobasa on which the 
courtwould be justified in interfer¬ 
ing with tose findings. 

’ . -The next important question 
was", whether the term granted to 
the Brownes was of suflSdentfy 
certain duration to give rise to a 
tenancy. . 

. By section 149(6) of tire Law of 
Property Act.1925 "Any lease ... 


in consideration of a fine for life or 
Uvg... shall take effect a s a base 

...foratennriSOyemsdetennin- 

abte after to death..." Ry section 
205 (l)(xxui) “fine" indwfed "a 
premium or foregift"- 
It was inescapable from an 
analysis of the facts that to 1989 

J ___a et t iwvH a/umte 


by tbe first defendants to the 
Brownes far their joint lives and 
the life of the survivor. Tire 
premium to that gram was the 
discount of more than two-thirds of 
the value of the flat for which it was 
sold to die first defendants. 

It followed that Mr and Mrs 
Browne had a tenancy of tire flatby 
virtue of the agreement to which 
section 149(6) applied. 

That tenancy was at all maknal 
rimw binding cm the building 
society, the victim of an un¬ 
scrupulous fraud by the first 
defendants. 

Lord Justice Noose and Lord 
Justice Butter-SJoss agreed. 

Solicitors: Chaitesworth Wood & 
Brown. Slripton; Cotter & Co. 
Kingston upon Thames. 


Council acted lawfully in 
putting child in hospital 


Regina v Kiridees Metropoli¬ 
tan Council. Ex parte C (a 

Minor) 

Before Lord Justice. Lloyd; Lord . 
Justice Stuarf-Simth and Lord 
Justice Faxquharson 
[Judgment March 16] 

A local authority which arranged 
for a child in its care to be admitted 


had not acted unlawfully, not¬ 
withstanding the feet that the - 
Mental Health Art 1983 made ho 
provision far voluntary admissions 
for such a purpose. 

The Court of Appeal so hdd 
when dismissing an appeal by tire 
minor from an order made by Mr 
Justice Kennedy [The Times Feb- 
'maty 10, 1992) whereby he dis¬ 
missed the minort application for 
judicial renew of the local 
authority's decision to place her in 
a hospital for adults providing 
psychiatric or other treatment 

Miss Elizabeth Lawson, QC and 
Mr Antony White for tire minor 
Mr Shaun Spencer, QC and Miss 
Eleanor Hamilton for the 
authority. 

LORD JUSTICE LLOYD said 
that Miss Lawson submitted that 
there was no power under the 
1983 Art to allow admission fay 
consent for assessment purposes, 
nor was there a residuary power at 
common law.' 

Section 131 of tire 1983 Ad on 
informal admission of patients. 


provided: “(1) Nothing in this Art 
■; shall be construed as prevailing a 
f patient who requires treat m ent for 
tontaidisortlrtftomlKmg admit¬ 
ted to any hospital. . .mpmsuanoe 
of arrangemotis made in that 
behalf and without any appHct 
non, order pr direction rendering 
him liable to be detained under 
thisAct:.". 

Section 145(0 defined “patient” 
as “a prison suffering or appear¬ 
ing to be s ufferin g from a mental 
disorder*. Jr had been conceded 
tot C was not suffering from a 
mental deorder. His Lordship 
agreed with ; Miss Lawson that 
section 131 did not confer ad¬ 
missions for assessment Mr Spen¬ 
cer did not contend otherwise. 

Turning to the second , part of 
Miss Lawson's argument, his 
Loxdship said that the question 
was not whether at common law 
tore was a power to admit 
yohintarifybut whether there was 
aztytinng to present such ad¬ 
mission. 

As Sir Robert Megany. Vke- 
Chancdkrr. had said in Malone v 
Commissioner of Police cf the 
Metropolis ([1979] Ch 344. 366): 

. . England is not a country 
where everything is forbidden 
except what is expressly 

permitted." 

There had never been iarfy doubt 
that an adult could be admitted 
vohmtarifyla a mental hospital just 
as to aziy other hosphaL If the 


hospital were challenged tty an 
action for false imprisonment, 
consent would be a complete 
defence. 

His Lordship would reject the 
argument that voluntary - ad¬ 
mission of a patient far assessment 
was unlawful at common taw. 

The only remaining question 
was whether it made any dif¬ 
ference that C was a minor. The 
answer to that was that there was 
no difference provided that tire 
local authority was capable of 
giving consent and did in feet give 
consent 

Miss Lawson conceded that the 
local authority had all to powers 
and duties of Cs parents by virtue 
of section Iff of tbe Child Care Act 
- 1980; but argued that tire au¬ 
thority bad not considered whether 
, C was beisdf capable of giving or 
withholding consent in tire Gillick 
sense; see Gillick v West Norfolk 
and Wisbech Area Health Au¬ 
thority d 1986] AC 112). That 
argument failed on the facts. 

There was nothing in to 1983 
Art or to previous law which 
rendered the aut h orit y' s act unlaw- 
fuL His Lordship entirely agreed 
with Mr Justice Kennedy's 
judgment 

Lord Justice Stuart-Smith deliv¬ 
ered a concurring judgment and 
Lord Justice Farquharson agreed. 

Sotidtofis: . Ridley & HaH 
Hudderefidd; Mr Michael Vause, 
Huddersfield. . 
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Experienced Apple Mac Secretaries 






m Ernst & Young is the world's second largest firm of 
business and financial advisers helping organisations 
throughout the world to operate efficiently, profitably 
and successfully. 

In the UK practice we have 7.300 people 
working from offices in 27 cities, providing services 
and technical expertise of the highest quality. 

Sp We currently have a number of excellent 

opportunities available to skilled Apple Mac f MS 
Word 5) secretaries within our Audit, Management 
Consultancy Services and Owner Managed Business 
Services departments: j 

*x Group Secretaries £12-14X100 *■ 

1 (depemUng on age and experience) fyj 

m Providing secretarial support to a group of exf, 
technical managers, your main duties will include tion 
approximately 80% audio and copy typing, telephone num 

liaison , diary management, organisation of meetings 
and travel arrangements. to pro 

Successful candidates will have a minimum of Hexibk 
2 years secretarial experience, audio and copy typing m If 

speeds of 60 wpm , at least 6 months working knowledge experien 

of MS Word on Apple Mac and experience of working Lucinda 
for a team. at the late 
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AUDIO SEC-SW1 

cl3,000 WITH EXEC BENEFITS 

A educated [Grad or A level) secretsiy far a metfcal/edwallonal 

environment wxtonq at a senior tevd. The abfltty to cope in a busy, 
but interesting organisation, using you good Interpersonal skis, 
auto & typing are essential You wi be attending meetings, use 
your *Uran skats and prtontfce yoyr daily wfWoad. bnnwSate start. 

Call Hsian or Maureen 
071 235 7114 

Susan Hamilton Personnel 


est firm of Administrative Secretary c£16,500 

nisations m You will be providing full secretarial 

rofitably support to a team of Human Resources 
professionals, and be responsible for the 
)eople administration of the recruitment process within 

rvices one of our major client serving departments. 

Main duties will include the production of 
f lent statistical reports, the organisation of interview 

MS days including liaison with candidates and 
?nf recruitment agencies. 

ss Applicants should have a minimum of: 

2 A levels, together with 4 years secretarial 
experience, fast and accurate audio and copy 
typing skills, good MS Word on Apple Mac 
experience. Strong communication and organisa¬ 
tional skills are essential as is a high degree of 
numeracy. 

All candidates should be well presented committed 
to providing a professional service, possess a willing and 
flexible attitude and be an effective team player, 
m if you feel you possess the necessary skills and 
experience to match these requirements, please contact 
Lucinda Clayton on 071-931 3889 by Wednesday, 31/3/93, 
at the latest in order to discuss these opportunities further. 


SEC/ACCOUNTS 

ASSISTANT 

Exceflont chance for an 
intelligent, enthusiastic 
young person to work in 
the busy office of a small 
group of restautants in 
Soho. £9,000 p-a. 

Caa tick 0714371503 



B as ed Lo nd on Silo y 

PlJ WWHWi 

WrkehdfatfatCYfB 
Dr Bibm,PO BOX 41*7 
L*e4m W94ZA 
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NEWS DATACOM 

(MAIDENHEAD) 

PERSONAL ASSISTANT TO CHIEF EXECUTIVE 
SALARY COMMENSURATE WITH POSITION 
HOURS: 9 AM to IL30 PM/7PM. 

AppGeotkm an invited for the patten of Fenonal Anatom to the Chief Exotutiv* of New* Dotocom whose 
offices are situated at Maidenhood 

Wo are looking for a senior Personal Assistant with preview exp e rience at Board Level educated to A Laval 
standard, with axceSent secretarial sWb (100/60, Microsoft Word. Knowledge of Frandt/Gomwn would be an 
asset. 

The key attribute* far HHt patten are: firs* ekn* orgerisatioriei ttBy, a professional and mature oppre adi 
together wfth evidence of irttfiafive and otflfxaiesm, axi total commiWnertt to the }ob with the wIBnqnc s s to woric 
long hours. 

Thera w3 be the occasional opportunity to travel. 


AppSoatfcra in writing enclosing CV tog ttw r with doyttme telephone nuntoer to Brenda Han 
Mcnoger, News International Newspapers Limited, PO Bex 481, Virginia Street, London El 


Racndtment 



CVratbSbtt.OBa 
Bn Hadden II Swdaa Road, 
LosSon NW104UTL 


SECRETARY/ 

ADMIN/ASST 

for a small but friendly 
Mayfair based company. 


flexible person with 
excellent WP 
(W or dPerfect) skflls. 
Salary c£14.D0a 
Please Reply to Box N* 1554 


MULTI-LI NGUA L 

OPPORTUNITIES 



NON-SECRETARIAL 
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= 108 = HARLEY STREET 
SECRETARIAL VACANCIES 

SALARY: £13,000-£15,000 neg. + benefits 

Medical Secretary requ ir ed to jam mvin-dtsapUtuzry team with a special 
respoastbUityfor Breast Clinic and Mammography Unit. 

Medical Secretary with management skills requ ir ed by busy practice, with a 
special responsibility fin Day Surgery Centre. 

Both positions require Audio-typing and WordPerfect 5.1 skills. Medical 
Experience Essential. 

CV to Deborah Sheridan, 108 Harley Street, London WIN IAP 
Fox: 071 436 2945 


THE*gK&TIMES 

LA CREME DE LA CREME 

ATTHE 

LONDON 

SECRETARY SHOW 

.Wat Tie Times on;5tand 115 at The London Secretaiy 
^fenagemart, show and tea your skills and 
Imoafedge on gar '“Supeiqdiz” computer game. 

,/I^tijmS Ok Montagne *- 

natural slcba and hair products. 


vegetarian 

FORMULATIONS 

cruelty FIEF 

30TH MARCH 10AM-6PM 
31ST MARCH 10AM-8PM 
- 1ST APRIL I0AM-430PM 

See Us On Stand 115 

ms gemots if The Secretary cfThe YearAwards. 
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Service teams try break with tradition 


David Hands finds 
only a handful of 
spectator drawn to 
Twickenham for a 
midweek experiment 

T wickenham in mid¬ 
week is usually 
synonomoas with stit- 
dent ragby. Yesterday, 
^“ 85 - nWs headquarters 
eoioed_to the more ordered 
cnes of the Army and die 
Royal Air Force as the ser- 
vicessooght a wider public at 
a tone of recession. - 
Although the Army and the 
Royal Navy opened the inter¬ 
services championship ten 
days ago on their frariFti™^ 
Saturday and attracted over 
12,000 in the process — so 
mapy and varied .are the 
regimental reunions faned to 
coincide with the senior ser¬ 
vice fixture —. both the re¬ 
maining games are being 
played on a Wednesday as 
part, of a two-year, 
experiment 

Sir Michael Knight on 
behalf of-tfae RAF, {Resented 
a paper in the midrseventies 
suggesting change, which 
was part acknowledgement 
that the better forces players 
would opt for senior dub 
rugby wherever possible. But 
the .services have jealously, 
guarded their Saturdays at 
Twickenham, until . this 
season. 

Tbdr zeal is understand¬ 
able. The cha mp ionship, at 
Twickenham, maintains the 
profile of services sport and 
in particular; makes rugby an 
attractive option for young 
entrants, who can rub shoul¬ 
ders Wife inte rnatio nal 
sportsmen. Yesterday, the 
RAF had R<ny Underwood on 
the left wing and Ehul HuQ. 
fee England A full bade, at 
stand-off halt while fee Army 
enjoyed the support of Urn 
Rodber. the Northampton 
flanker who was capped twice 
by England last season. - 



Assisted take-off: Richardson, the RAF lode, enjoyed dose formation support to win this lineout ball Photograph: Marc Aspland 


- Privately services adminis- 
tratora acknowledge that hav- 
, ing changed, a revenaoa to 
Saturdays isunlikety. but if 
lie eqierinientjs to' prove 
successful crowds substan- 
tiaDylargerfeanyesterdays 
disappointing750are derir- 
ab 1 e,toheipto maintain a 
faithful stringofsponsors. 

Earlier~.this month fee 
Army setfofffikoa train fay 
beating the N*vy37-15. Yes- 
terday»thoogh they lost: 20 - 


17, they began in anuTar 
fashion. 'While the RAF ad- 
. mired Deans’!? speculative 
drop at goal, Glasgow 
chargedup to touch down 
under their noses. To be fair 
the RAF were adjusting to the 
pre-match loss of Johnson, 
their . stand-off, which 
brought Hull from full back 
and allowed in Lazenby, who 
prompted a. splendid re¬ 
sponse, running from to own 
22 to link wife his forwards. 


Moore making a definitive 
charge and Watkins complet¬ 
ing a 70-metre move. 

The Army’s set-piece organ¬ 
isation was superior, but fee 
airmen enjoyed space when 
they could find it Crossland’s 
insertion from the right creat¬ 
ed room for Underwood and 
fee RAF led 15-7 at fee 
interval. Though Rodber nar- 
rowed fee gap Underwood’s 
second try, after Hull’s de¬ 
lightful chip, gave fee RAF 


the necessary buffer and vic¬ 
tory by a goal two tries and a 
penalty goal to two goals and 
a penalty, al thoug h the Eng¬ 
land wing had to produce 
three try-saving tackles dur¬ 
ing fee final quarter Success 

against the Navy next week 
would give them their thir¬ 
teenth title. 

SCORERS: Aitny: Trias; Glasgow. 
Rodber. Convmtons: Spowart (2). Pen¬ 
alty goal: Spowart- RAf: TrieK Uhcter- 
vwoef PJ, WEridns. C e nvorsfore Huf. 
Penalty goal: Hl± 

ARMY: U H GWtwn (RHA); S Sgt P 





M Wateon (REX®. 

ROYAL AIR FORCE: CplSLazan by (Brce 
Nortor^; SACS Cfoasland (Locking. SAC 
G Sharp (Benson), CpI S Rote (a whan). 
F» U R Underwood (WVlon): CpI P hU 
(Lytfwri), Sffl S Worofl (Coosmore. 
captaM; Solti Robson (Otflhsm), Sgt S 
W Coniw (tmtsworth), Cpl A BtBen (St 
Afftan). Cpl C Morgan (Laeftmidi). Sgt B 
Richardson (Rudoe Manor) Rt L2 R Bum 
(Lossiemouth), FO 0 WMWns (Brize 
Norton), TO C Moore (Oakhangeri- 
ReMree; C Rees (London). 


lions can 


I t is devoutly to be wished 
feat fee British hies man-.-, 
agement, as fee snrruner tour 
of New Zealand'progresses, 
will consign their complaints, 
as they anse. to the dustbin. If 
they do have any, they should 
reserve them for fee review at 
'the end, where theymay be 
- 1 noticed. What is certain is that 
' no good will come of them 
while they are in New 
Zealand. 

To bite one’s tongue at a 
iropitious moment, however 
.lifficult this may prove for 
. - ertain players, win be more 
talatable than to have to chew 
_ umble pie in consequence of 
.-if ,jeir moans. New Zealand is a 
;.± 'runtry where to shoulder 
ifficuhies without complaint 


. is a national virtue. They 
respect this hi others '. 

' Iri> post ’' lions - tours, 
whmgmg has taken different 
forms of varying significance.. 
Questions over the objective 
judgement of home referees 
wasa perennial and. in some 
tirmmstances justified, bleat 
Violence was. too. On the tours 
of 1971 and 1974, for in¬ 
stance, it was a matter of 
giving as good as you got 
Neutral referees and fee in- 
vbfrernem of touch judges 
have largely queDed fee likeli¬ 
hood of recriminations. 

Bur some moans were more 
trivial than others. The argu¬ 
ment over whether to be 
allowed d la carte, as opposed 
- to table d'hbte, menus has 
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had prominent moments; 
and would you bdieve, wheth¬ 
er claret would be more accept¬ 
able at dinner than beer. 

• But such battles were dearly 
fought in vain. The spartan 
existence of the modem play¬ 
er, I am told has obviated fee 
need for such luxuries. All 
theseform part rtf fee perform¬ 
er’s neurosis. Nothing is ever 
quite right 

Wbinging is companion to 


failure; part of the loser's 
charter. By and large; it is a 
phenomenon of team games, 
die down ode of team spirit 
Although upstart tennis play¬ 
ers condemn umpires for fee 
.toss of a point they rarely 
-blame anyone for the toss of a 
whole match. Golfers politely 
blame themselves and no track 
athlete argues with the dock 
and the tape. 

In rugby, there is always 


someone else to blame. It can 
get worse. Tbe most innocent 
“how do you like our country?” 
question becomes so repetitive 
that players retreat into fee 
private world of fee team 
room. Some Lions tours be¬ 
came notoriously vulnerable 
in their introspection. The 
present party will need a few 
comics as companions. 

S o can we anticipate a 
prominent whinge this 
time? If this season's five 
nations’ championship is any¬ 
thing to go by. the demon will 
be fee experimental new laws. 
From the day the ruck-maul 
law was announced last year, 
the prevailing mood has not 
been one of cooperation and 


assimilation, but rather of 
objection and resistance. 

This has been reflected in 
fee style of fee games, which 
seemed to have been played as 
if the old laws applied Only 
France, against Wales last 
Saturday, suggested what pos¬ 
sibilities were open. 

Instead of playing to estab¬ 
lish fee ruck and mauL fee ball 
was moved so that Hueber. the 
scrum half, did not have to dig 
into the loose scrum, causing 
delay, as his counterparts had 
done. The law has not been 
given a fair trial here. Of 
interest this summer is wheth¬ 
er the Antipodean teams have 
responded more positively to 
fee changes. Only then shall 
we know fee law’s true worth. 


SQUASH 


Clear field 
leaves Le i 
Moignan 
at home 

fttOM Coun McQuiuan 

IN ST PETER PORT 

MARTINE Le Moignan’s 
season has been short on glory 
so for, hampered by her 
unaccountable failure in fee 
world championships and dis¬ 
interested defeats in national 
league play. But this week, 
here in her home town, a win 
in the Guernsey women’s 
open championship would en¬ 
hance her local reputation 
more than any previous 
achievement 

Tbe tail left-hander, now 
based in Colchester, is seeded 
second behind the Australian. 
Michelle Martin, for the title 
that was dominated from its 
inception fay fee retired world 
champion. Susan Devoy. of 
New Zealand, on the King’s 
Club courts where Le 
Moignan learned her craft 
The absence of her dose 
rival lisa Opie. this year, and 
fee last-minute withdrawal 
through injury of the new 
England No. I. Cassandra 
Jackman, leaves Le Moignan 
to take on the world, perhaps 
for the last time, in Guernsey. 
She has already announced 
her intention of whhdrawing 
from international competi¬ 
tion after this year. 

Opie is still busy promoting 
fee event but has withdrawn 
from competition for three 
months in the hope of repair¬ 
ing back injuries in time for 
fee World Open champion¬ 
ship in Johannesburg this 
autumn. In her rivaliy wife Le 
Moignan. stemming from 
their schooldays together. 
Opie has always attracted the 
greater local fame. 

Le Moignan won three nat¬ 
ional titles and seized the 
headlines in 1989 when fee 
took the world championship 
from Devoy. But Ople's ten- 
year record from 1981, as 
world junior champion, four 
times national champion and 
British open champion, al¬ 
ways stirred imaginations in 
the Guernsey oommunity- 
Devqy’s fondness for the 
event as a preparation for the 
British Open continually pre¬ 
vented fee pair from carrying 
the professional tussle to its 
most suitable parochial con¬ 
clusion. Now Le Moignan is 
well-placed to lift the local 
crown in isolation if she per¬ 
forms well in a draw from 
which only Fiona Geaves app¬ 
ears to offer real opposition to 
a place in fee semi-finals. 

The Guernsey pair are un¬ 
likely to vie for this local 
honour again. Le Moignan 
may eye the approaching Brit- ! 
ish Open wife an appetite for i 
the elusive tide, and Opie may 
yearn for fee world champion¬ 
ship missing from her collec¬ 
tion. But since both are in 
their thirties, they are unlikely 
to resist fee rising tide of youth 
to reach next year's final here. 
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CRICKET 


Australia 
I unable 
to handle 
Larcfen 

AN UNBEATEN innings of 
91 by fee captain. Martin 
Crowe, set up a New Zealand 
victory by 88 runs in Welling¬ 
ton yesterday in the third of 
five one-day internationals 
against Australia, who lead 2- 
i in the series. 

Crowe's gritty innings 
against some accurate bowl¬ 
ing enabled New Zealand to 
reach 214 all out in their 50 
overs before Australia col¬ 
lapsed to 126 in 37.2 overs 
against fee medium-pace 
bowlers, led by Gavin Larsen, 
who took three for 17 from 
fen overs. 

Mark Taylor was the only 
Australian batsman to offer 
serious resistance, scoring 50 
while his colleagues failed to 
come to terms with a pitch of 
variable bounce. 

New Zealand lost their 
opening pair for 49 and 
Andrew Jones and Crowe 
were (hen contained by the 
spin of Border and Wame, 
who had Jones stumped for 
29. Despite bong troubled by 
a knee injury. Crowe gradual¬ 
ly took control but did not 
now his full range of strokes 
until he launched an all-out 
attack on Border's final over 
which cost 19 runs, including 
two sixes, an unfortunate end 
to what had been a tidy spell 
by the Australian captain. 

Australia's reply began omi¬ 
nously when Mark Waugh, 
who had made 57 and 60 in 
the first two games, was 
dismissed by Morrison with¬ 
out scoring. Dean Jones 
scored a rapid 25 before 
falling to Larsen, who won the 
man of fee match award. 

The last eight batsmen 
scraped up only 32 runs, none 
of them able to offer support 
to Taylor who was finally 
caught in the deep as he 
attempted to hit Patel for six. 

SC0REBOARD - 'I 


NEW ZEALAND 
M J Greattxflch c S R Waigfi 

b Dottonaide___a 

R 7 Latham b Reflet.21 

AH Jones si Heaiy b Warns ..29 

*M □ Crowe not out--- 91 

CZ Hams noi out.— . 18 

tT E Btam c and b Bander...9 

J Wtean c S R Wartfi b Wame- IS 

ONRatelcMEWSughb Border. 7 

G F Larsen run as. J 

CPmgta run out .. ..1 

DK Mormon c 3o;jn bD 2 dema»je . .. 0 

Extras to 3. w 8} . n 

Total (SO owwb) -2i4 

FALL OF WICKETS 1 -26.2-» 3-95 4-127. 
5-140.6-163. 7-17B. B-205.9-213 
BOWLING. Hughes *41-21-0: Dodamaide 
9-1-36-2: Reflet 10-1-21-1. Wame 10-0*0- 
£: Waugh 7-0-374: Bader 10054-2 
AUSTRALIA 

M E WSugh b Momson . 0 

M A Taytor c Latham 0 ftaei .. SO 

D M Jones C Bkn 0 Larsen .. 25 

DC Boon b WSsor. 2 

S R Waugh b Hams -.- .9 

*A R Boeder run out. -. ... . .0 

ft A Hedv c Wilson b Larsen ..i 

M G Hughes b Larsen .. 2 

A I C Codemaste c Graattujcb b Patel _ 7 

PR Reflet na out.. . S 

S K Wame n Wilson....__3 

Extras (b 4. to 5. w 7. nb 31_ - 15 

Total <37.2 mars)-126 

FALL OF WICKETS 1-0.2JC.366.4-71.5- 
71.6-77,7-93. 6-108. 9-122 
BOWLING: Momsor 4-1-21-1. Prmgfe 5-1- 
11-0: WHscn 5C-0-21-2; Larsen tO-3-17-3. 
Hams 6-1-33-1. Patel 5-0-14-2. 



SPORTS LETTERS 

rish eyes scowl over lions’ tour selection One-day garni 




om MrM. Scallon 
r, In utter disappointment I 
i? id fee line-up tor the lions' 
-> gby tour of New Zealand 
port, Man* 23). It is Ia- 
■ ■ rntable that the decision to 
dude so many Irish faces 
j ira the party has beat taken 

- thout regard to recent per- 
,.3 Trances and the impact it. 
_ U have across fee water. 

’j At the heart of fee Lions’ 
7 ing lies a cohesion that joins 
jr national forces, which all 
3 often, in reality, seek to 

- owe further apart If tfais is 
1 d old-fashioned or romantic 

j lotion for maintaining some 
> mblance of balance ui the 
J lection, then let fee farts 
■. leak for themselves. 

■\ in Dublin last Saturday 15 
[ ien wearing green corapre- 


henavety outran, out-tackled 
and. mostofafl, outwitted 15 
men wearing white. They 
were younger, fitter and 
showed afresh enthusiasm for 
fee game. They believed they 
could win. 

What Geoff Cooke and oth¬ 
ers have achieved with Eng¬ 
land is to pick a side whose 
core .may be experience but 
which is also old, tired and 
now iD too u&sd to fee idea bf 
defeat Several selections defy 
logic and have confounded an 
but thore who made them. 

If die Lions are to ha ve an y 
chance ofwinnmg fee interna¬ 
tional matches .in New Zea¬ 
land, fee pride, passion and 
commitment witnessed at 
Lansdowne Road could have 
been a derisive ingredient in 


, nswers from page 44 
' JAPPING 

d Fishine bva method in whkh fee baitis allowed to dig or bob 
„ d.. <mlnnJ I InO O MC •Hie patient dapper wbo 


tro malic in fee sunshine-” 


sS&KB«S! 

Highland tine.” 

surface *«h conspicuous 

SOLUTION TO WINNING CHESS MOW - 
With the accurate I Qe4! white creates unanswerable threats, 
e.g. 1 ... Reb 2 QaS* Qe8 3 RdS.: 


this cocktail of talent that wiD 
take on fee All Blacks. 

Yours faithfully, 

MICHAEL SCAiXON, 

1 Wdcombe Cottages, 
Mqyfield Avenue, 
StrfflfordHupon-Avon, 
Warwickshire. 

From MrN. von Berg 
Sir, Whilst one must sympar 
thise wife Noel Murphy and 
those of his Irish players who 
failed to fain a lions place 
the question must be asked: 
' would those who performed so 
heroically last Saturday, on a 
fine spring cfay at home and in 
front of their vociferous sup¬ 
porters, manage to deliv er the 
goods thousands of miles from 
home against the All Blacks, 
in the ram and mud. with fee 
crowd baying for their blood? 

One expects that, in spite of 
their relatively high mil a g e. 
Messrs Wtntefeottom, Doo¬ 
ley, Teague and Richards wilL 
Yours faithfully, 

N- von BERG. 

Bametfs Cottage; 

Cross Green, Debenham, . 
Sxowmazket, Suffolk. 


Painful moment 

From Miss K. NayJor 
Sir. Whilst I am sure feat 
Peter Winterbottom was not 
happy at the end of fee match 
between England and Ire¬ 
land. as indicated in your 
caption (March 22),- fee pho¬ 
tograph you pub&hed must 
have been taken at the point 
when be was injured during 
fee second half and was 
dutching his head in pain. He 
finished the match wife his 
head wrapped in a huge 
bandage, which' he is not 
wearing in your picture. 

Yours faithfidiy. 

K. NAYLOR, 

32 CEflbrd Road. 

Petersham, Surrey. 


One-day game 
needs draws 

From the Chairman of 
Thames Water 
Sir, When I returned to league 
cricket after fee war, as many 
people watched local derives 
as today attend some county 
matches. It was a disciplined 
and serious business. 

If the game started late, tbe 
offending team was fined. If 
fee incoming and outgoing 
batsman did not cross on tbe 
field of play, another fine. We 
had tea in separate dressing- 
rooms and went straight home 
after fee game. We were 
expected to play Saturday, 
Sunday and bank holidays. 
Nets vrere compulsory. It was 
fee basis of Yorkshire cricket 

You could win. lose or draw. 
Hie draw—no part of today’s 
county and international one- 
day matches — often produced 
exciting games, and injected 
life into a game otherwise 

dead. 

One Saturday we got 240 
for three against Dewsbury on 
the old county ground in two 
horns and a quarter. Dews¬ 
bury replied wife 111 for nine 
—a draw. It was not until after 
the game that we discovered 
that they had reversed their 
batting order. At the end we 
simply could not bawl out 
what m effect was the opening 
pair. 

What is needed is a county 
one-day tournament where it 
is posable to draw. Only then 
wfll we get away from “econo¬ 
my rater and encourage 
bowiers to get batsmen out all 
fee time. 

Yours sincerely. 

ROY WATTS, 

Chairman, Thames Water pic, 

. 14 Cavendish Place, Wl, 


Spoils Letters may be sent 
by fax to 071-782 5046- 


Scottish concerns over lotteiy 


From Mr James Scott and 
others 

Sir. A national tottery has the 
potential to provide enormous 
benefit to sport throughout fee 
United Kingdom. 

As presidents of governing 
bodies of Scottish sport, we 
have observed that fee tottery 
bin appears to guarantee a fair 
share of revenue to Scotland 
by aDocating 8.9 per cent of 
income for fee development of 
Scottish sport, wife a further 
share of the overall allocation 
to the UK Sports Commission, 
when it is established. We 
esg)ect Scotland’s total share to 
be around 10.66 per cent 
However, we are concerned 
that comments by the Secre¬ 
tary of State, Peter Brooke, 
during fee bill’s second read¬ 
ing suggested feat fee alloca¬ 
tion to the UK Sports Com¬ 
mission would be deducted 
from the share to be made 
available to sport in fee home 
c oun t ri es. This would mean a 
reduction which is dearty at 
odds with fee 8.9 per cent set 
Out in fee original bill and. 
given current estimates of 
income, could mean a loss of 
as much as £4 million annual¬ 
ly to Scottish Sport 
We understand that the 
lottery proceeds are mainly to 


Greek parody 

From MrConstantin 
Stefanou 

Sir, Cricket is almost un¬ 
known in my country. Howev¬ 
er. judging by the articles in 
yourpages and by the respons¬ 
es in the Sports Letters, tire 
performance of the English 

cricket team is probably as bad 

as that of the Greek football 
team (complete wife fee cap¬ 
tain’s "designer stubble"]. 

Perhaps the governing bod¬ 
ies in the two countries could 


be used for much needed 
sports projects. However, we 
would hope that some income 
could be used to enable our 
many talented sportsmen and 
women to fulfil their potential 
Recall select committee re¬ 
ports also suggest that fee 
government intends to allow 
annual flexibility on the allo¬ 
cation of funds. This may skew 
long-term investment plans. 

While we welcome this ma¬ 
jor initiative, we would like a 
fair chance to play off Mr 
Brooke’s “level playing field”. 
Yours faithfully, 

JAMES SCOTT 
(Scottish Athletics Fede r ation!. 
DOUGLAS TENNENT 
(Scottish Badminton Union), 
MATT BROWN 
(Royal Caledonian Curling Chib). 
PETER MORRISON (Scottish 
Amaieur Rowing Association), 
ALISTAIR GRAY 
(Scottish Hockey Union). 
DOUGLAS RAE 
(Scottish Golf Union). 

WINNIE FERGUSON (Scottish 

Amateur Swimming Association), 
DAVID WATT (Scottish 
Amateur Gymnastics Association). 
IAN CROOKS 
(Scottish Cricket Union). 

BILLMcINNES 

(Scottish Baskerhali Association). 
Scottish Sports Association, 
Caledonia House, 

South Gyle. Edinburgh 12- 


enter an agreement whereby 
the English cricket team 
would play football for Greece 
and the Greek football team 
would pjay cricket for Eng¬ 
land. The performances 
would continue to be awful 
fan the governing bodies 
could be eligible for an EC 
grant in the process (perhaps 
under fee Mediterranean In¬ 
tegrated Programmes). 

Yours faithfully, 

C. STEFANOU, 

Fokianou 32 sc 
Athens 116 35. Greece. 


Make sure you’re first 
past the post for a 
free pair of tickets to 

TAUNTON 

ON 1 APRIL 1993 





W in one of five pairs of tickets to the members' 
enclosure at Taunton, and enjoy a buffet lunch, 
afternoon tea and meet Times writer Brian Beel, 
who will be covering the event for the paper. 
To enter simply call 0891 100 194 and answer the 
following question. Which horse won last year's 
Grand National? 


Taunton is the m 

seventh meeting '•! 

in the new 'I 

Rising Star Series, J 

sponsored by The A\. 
Times which aims ^ SA 
to forge a closer JpM 
link between poinl- 
to-pointing and 
hunter chasing. ra] 

Calk cftarfmJ >1 Jfip/min 


Uteag The Times Rising 

Star Series is set 
to become one of 
NLiy ,the most impor- 
tant events on 
LWmZm- the hunter chase 

Permit racing calendar. 

fja-te Jk So.tojumpatfee 

iBHglfl chance of a pair 

n ^ ree l,c ^ ets 

ll a i l R ] phone today. 

ch«p rUB. 4gp/nh at all other rimer 


--‘-'BUMOO-iQSL" y 


COMFTLUJ MY mu i’ 
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Big-name absentees in Tournament Players’ Championship 


Resuming a Love 
affair in Florida 


HERR MQSHAW 


From Patricia Davies in ponte vedra, Florida 


THE Players Championship, 
which starts ar the Tourna¬ 
ment Players Club at 
Sawgrass in Florida today, is 
wdl named. It is a player’s 
delight Every competitor has 
a car and a personalised 
parking space; the practice 
facilities are superb and the 
puree is $2.5 million (about 
£1.69 million) with $450,000 
(£305,000) going to the 
winner. 

Last year. Davis Love III 
took a mere $324,000 for 
winning, so it would seem that 
inflation in northern Florida is 
operating at Brazilian levels. 
Love, not surprisingly, is back 
to defend the biggest title of 
his career, but the absentees 
include some of the game’s 
biggest names: Nick Faldo. 
Seve Ballesteros and Sandy 
Lyle. 

Faldo, the world No. 1. who 
led by a shot going into the last 
round here last year, was at 
home cooing over his new 
baby, a daughter called Geor¬ 
gia. so Augusta is obviously on 
his mind; Lyle was awaiting 
the birth of his first child with 
Jolande; and Ballesteros was 
just Ballesteros, a man alto¬ 
gether more dramatic, unpre¬ 
dictable and exciting than the 
rest of the world's golfers put 
together. 

Having pulled out of the 
tournament at Santa Ponsa in 
Majorca a couple of weeks 
ago. stricken with bade trou¬ 


ble, Ballesteros had people 
speculating that he might 
never play again, that the 
career of golfs most magical 
player was over. There was 
talk of pulling out of the 
Masters, a tournament he bad 
won twice on a course he 
loved, but, happily, the word 
from Pedrena yesterday was 
that he would be travelling to 
Augusta. “I’ve rested and had 
massages since Santa Ponsa 
and on Monday I started 
hitting balls again.” he said. 
"Sometimes I feel like I have a 
knife in my back, but that has 
not happened for a while." 

Jose Marfa Olazftbal. who 
has formed an inspirational 
partnership with Ballesteros in 
the Ryder Cup. is at Sawgrass 
for his first American outing of 
the season. He said of 
Ballesteros: “He has a bad 
problem, that is for sure, 
though I don't know how bad 
his back is. He has just lost his 
confidence and if he gets it 
back, hell play well again. 
Maybe not as well as he used 
to, butjust good for him is very 
good for the rest” 

Olaz&bal’s own confidence 
took a dive here last year when 
he had trouble with a hooked 
drive and a tree at the 10th in 
the third round and ran up a 
triple bogey seven, to drop out 
of contention. 

However, OlazlbaJ. who, 
like Love, is at the stage of his 
career where he is expected to 


win a major championship, to 
elevate himself to another 
level, was in a buoyant frame 
of mind. “My game is good 
right now and my confidence 
is a little bigger than it was,” 
he said. “I never expected to 
do so well so early in my 
career, but I don’t think any¬ 
body expects more from my¬ 
self than I do.” 

His fellow Europeans here 
all with great expectations, 
indude Ian Woosnam, Bern- 
hard Langer and Anders 
Forebrand, while Vqay Singh, 
the Fijian who has a home in 
London and is a familiar 
figure on the European tour, is 
also playing. Woosnam and 
Forebrand missed the cut at 
Bay Hill last week, but have 
been making the hands bleed 
on the practice ground. 

Singh is the man in prime 
form, however. He tied for 
second place with Love and 
Rocco Mediate, behind Ben 
Crenshaw at Bay HilL Singh 
hits the ball a very long way 
and as Love, another massive 
hitter, confirmed, this is above 
all else a driver's course. 

Brilliant putters such as 
Crenshaw and Phil 
Mickdson. the talented young 
left-hander who won in San 
Diego earlier this year, will 
always have a chance, but they 
also have a tendency to be a 
trifle wayward, and that is 
death — usually by water — 
here. 



Public interest rises to 
new heiehts on court 


■ga:-: '* 


Mickelson; talented youngster with flair on the greens 


L atecomers will doubt¬ 
less be disappointed 
but the basketball au¬ 
thorities would like nothing 
better, than to have farther 
evidence of tbdr sport’s new- 
hrdiscovcred popularity con- 
finned by capacity crowds at 
Bracknell on Saturday, at 
Worthing a. week kter and 
again at Wembley in'May. 

Whatever the effect of the 
salary cap — the controver¬ 
sial regulation reinstated be¬ 
fore the start of the season 
and the subject since of more 
debate than any. other topic 
— basketball has benefited 
hugely. The monopoly en¬ 
joyed by Kingston has ended 
and the game has prospered. 
Crowds are opt television has 
caught on, sponsors axe 
mnmfainhig interest and 
more schools are playing 
flan ever. 

Not even Kingston, or 
GnOdfoid aft they are now: 
known after the dub's move 
down the A3. are comptain- 

mg any mnm af flip financial 

■ restrictions that forced them 
to cut then American pteyezs 
after their 'exit from me 
European chib competitions. 
Guildford have consequently 
dropped out of contention 
for the Carisbezg League but 
Kevin Cadltfs squad got its 
act together in tune to win 
the national cup and b now;, 
partly through its liaison 
with krai s&ooU, frequently 
fining the magnificent Speo- 

ti n in Arena. 

No sport is enhanced fay 
one dub’s domination, and 
the domestic game had be¬ 
come predictable when 


Nicholas Hading examines the revival of 
basketball's domestic fortunes after 
growing participation at grassroots level 


of the championship play¬ 
offs at Wembley. 

The main criteria for tele¬ 
vising games is that tiiey are 
competitive;” Mike Smith, 
the basketball league’s chief 
executive; said.. Worthing's 
stirring game \ at Bir¬ 
mingham arid a better than 
usual All-Stars game' have 
provided good - television, 
which has been.reflected, in 
tkbet. sales for Wembley. 
Already, twice as many have 
been sdd than-at this stage 
in 1991. 

.. For many years, basketball 
has- been tagged .as Britain’s 

fastest-growing team sport, 
as popular in most schools as 
football according to the 



States.” From his front win¬ 
dow, Qmninghanj can see a 
basket and backboard rigged 
up on the gara g e door 
opposite. 

Cunningham and his Wor¬ 
thing team-mates were 
among the 40 n a tiona l 
league players who acted as 
instructors before the 
NatWest Trophy final two 
Tenths ago. The efirde, held 
at Are National Indoor Arena 
in Bir mi ng h am and attend¬ 
ed by 1.000 pupils, was the 
largest indoors even t of its 
land for any sport in Britain. 

Of the 12 first division 
dubs, it is perhaps signifi¬ 
cant that only the bottom 
three. Hemel Royals, Sun¬ 
derland Saints and Cheshire 
Jets, are without sponsors. 
The second division champi¬ 
ons. Doncaster, who will 
probably replace one of 
those in petiL would be 
welcome in the topflight 

Sponsorship should be in¬ 
tegral to the funding of the 
dubs bat it needs to be 
balanced with money gener¬ 


ated through the gate and 
activities such as dinks and 


Comringham optimistic 


Gilford content with campaign strategy 


DAVID Gilford intends to stick to his 
game plan, which involves taking 
regular breaks from tournament golf, 
even though his bank balance is 
mounting every time he plays. 

Gilford, this season's most successful 
golfer on the PGA European Tour, 
topping the money list with £132.727. 
has played in six of the nine events, 
winning two and finishing in the top 
ten in the other four. 

“I've never had such a start to the 
season before," Gilford said as he 
prepared to play today in die 
Kronen bourg Open at the Gatdagolf 
Country Club, Salo. the Italian tourist 


Salo. the Italian tourist 


resort northwest of Lake 
Garda/'Winning two tournaments 
and never being out of the top ten is 
great for my confidence but I'm not 
changing my schedule. 

“I normally play in 20 to 25 events 
each year and I shall play about the 
same number again. I'm a great 
believer in taking a break every now 
and again because then you come back 
to the tournaments refreshed.” 

Gilford. 27. from Crewe, does not 
stop playing when he leaves the circuit 
but limits himself to a few rounds with 
his friends. 

Gilford, who won the Moroccan 


Open in Agadir last month and the 
Portuguese Open last week, was un¬ 
lucky to be left out of the singles at the 
last Ryder Cup match because Steve 
Pate, the Amencan team member, was 
injured in a car accident and was 
unable to play. But he is not fretting 
about September's match at The 
Belfry. 

“I'm not thinking too much about 
the Ryder Cup but obviously it’s nice to 
make a good start to the season,” he 
said. 

Gilford, who hits more fairways and 
greens in regulation figures than any 
other golfer in Europe, could quite 


easily win again this week, with most of 
the leading men in America preparing 
for the US Masters, which is only a 
fortnight away. 

Jim Payne, of Lincolnshire, who won 
tire Baleares Open two weeks ago. is 
among die challengers, along with 
Ryder Cup players Sam Torrance and 
Howard Clark, as wdl as Barry Lane, 
who stfll tops the Ryder Cup points 
table despite his recent bad spefl. 

□ Ron Moseley, 65, president of the 
Association of Golf Writers and former 
golf correspondent of the Press Associ¬ 
ation. died at his home in Billericay 
yesterday after a short illness. 


of the titles. Now, the title 
race involves a pair of dubs 
whose two meetings in the 
last week of the regular 
season will decide who fin¬ 
ishes top. Few scriptwriters 
wifi have had tire foresight to 
match die contenders. Wor¬ 
thing Bears and Thames 
Valley Tigers, home .and 
away, at such a time. 

That schedule has not 
been lost on BSkyB. who will 
televise the first encounter 
on Saturday, in which War-, 
thing wifi be crowned cham¬ 
pions if they win. It will be 
the third programme of a 
ten-part series. In addition 
the BBC vrifi screen the final 


league’s statistics. S ummer 
camps held by the likes of 
Cadte and Alton Byrd are the 
vogue and rthe dribs them¬ 
selves have helped by send¬ 
ing their . best players to 
indoctrinate theschools. No¬ 
where is that influence felt 
more than along the south 
coast, where Portsmouth's 
successes in the mfrl-Eight- 
ies, followed by Worthing’s 
advance, have proved 

infectious. 

There's hardly a school 
down here that doesn't 
play," Alan Cunningham, the 
Worthing player-coach, said. 
“I even see courts going up 
outdoors like they have in 
the inner city areas in the 


merchandising. Smithmight 
also have mentioned .public 
relations. But that message 
seems to have been lost on, 
among others, London 
Towers, the capital’s most 
successful chih whose squad 
merits greater support Crys¬ 
tal Palace's demise in the 
Eighties was an example 
heeded by some of their 
rivals, who learned then that 
baske tball needed to make 
an effort to spread its gospeh 
more than ever in tire inner 
cities, where the game- is 
yearning to take ofL 
CAHLSBEHG LEAGUE 

P W L ' F APto 

Worthing_29 25 1 27112195 56 

ThamesVal 30 26 4 27542171 52 
London! 29 2? 725422361 44 
Gutiftmi >-28 21 727312288 42 
Blrmtinghani 29 141527312545 28 

Oertoy_29131625282581 26 

Manchester 31 121926022631 24. 
Leicester29 11 1823862502 22 
Oldham 3011 10 24822670 22 
Cheshire 29 82121842605 16 
Sunderland. 30 62422772613-12 
HemalRyis . 20 4 2522872911 8 
Not hcfcxttig test right's marches 


Cyprus recover to gain point 




aa 


FOOTBALL 


CYPRUS drew 1-1 with a 
disjointed team from the 
Czech and Slovak Republics in 
their group four World Cup 
qualifying match in Limassol 
yesterday. 

The visitors took the lead 
after 34 minutes through 
Moravcik. whose 20-yard 
shot gave the Cyprus goal¬ 
keeper, Ioannou, no chance. 
Sotiriou scored the 48th- 
minute equaliser with a low 
shot from inside the penalty 
area. 


But on yesterday’s showing, 
the political division between 
the Czechs and Slovaks seems 
to have been transferred to the 
football pitch. The side lacked 
cohesion and despite piling on 
the pressure in the last ten 
minutes, failed to take their 
chances. 

One point apiece means 
that Cyprus stay fifth in the 
table, but the Czechs and 
Slovaks are third, ahead of 
Wales on goal difference. 
However, the visitors needed a 


victory to worry second-placed 
Romania, who have played an 
extra game but are still three 
points clear. Belgium are top 
of the group with six wins in 
six matches. 

Three players were sent off. 
one had three teeth knocked 
out after being elbowed in the 
mouth and another went off 
with a dislocated shoulder in a 
bruising Libertadores Cup tie 
between the Chileans, 
Cobrdoa and San Jasfi 
yesterday. 


NTERNATTONAL MATCHES: □ Salvador 
2 United Sam 2 (San SaVadaO: Israel 2, 
Russia 2 (Haifa, kraal). 

NEVILLE OVENDEN C0M8MAU10N 
LEAGUE: Cup: Swansea 1, Bournemouth 
0 Firat dMilon: Fulwm 2. Chelsea 4. 
WORLD CUP. Group Faun Cyprus 1. 
Czech Republic 1 {Limassol). 


ENGLISH MARS UNDSM8 TROPHY: 
OuartsMImhOe La Sate, Liverpool 1, Hgh 
Pavement College, Nottingham 0. 


Maggot 351250; 13. j Stndtfer 344643; 
14, Tito 338572; 18' B Faxon 323433; 


BASKETBALL 


14,1 Mize 338572; 15, B Faxon 323333; 
16. D Foreman 312583: 17, R Floyd 
307500; 18 J Haas 304:782; 19, S Pate 
302.321; 20. C Beck274.187. 


ub 35; Beknont Abbey ft 


Efcabeth'a, Barnet 31: WirraJ 15, Raigae 7; 
Chtotehmt4nd Sidcup 10. Quean EUa- 
bath'a, Barnet 29: fanal 33, Omen 
EfciOoth'a, Barnet 5; Balmont Abbey 7. 
Rebate 45. Group winners: Wirral 


P W D L F A Pta 

Batgkm. 6 6 0 0 12 1 12 

Romania_ 5 3 1 1 17 4 7 

Czech Rep..4 12 1 7 4 4 

Wales... -. 4202 8 7 4 

Cypms -6 114 4 10 3 

Faroe Islands.. 5 0 0 5 0 22 0 


THE 




TIMES 


Previous reside: Bei^um 1, Cypres 0; 
Romania 7. Faroe Istes ft Romania 5. 
V/eiaa l; Faroe teles 0. Belglun 3; Faroe 
Was 0. Chores 2; Czech Repute 1, 
Bcigkm z Wales 8. Faroe Isles 0: Czech 
Repubfc 4, Faroe teles 0. Belgium 1. 
Romania ft Cyprus ft Wales 1; Romania 1, 
Czech FtapudK 1; Belgium 2. Whies ft 
Cypres 1, Romania 4; Cypres 0. BaUun 3. 

Next match: March 31: Wales v Belgium. 


Late resute on Tuesday 


READER OFFER 


Knowledge at your Fingertips, 
The Franklin Electronic 
Encyclopedia, at £ 199.95 inc.P&P 


PREMIER LEAGUE Crystal Palace 1. 
Liverpool 1 

BARCLAYS LEAGUE: First division: 
Bmungham C2y 3, Barnsley ft Cambridge 
United t, Leicester City 3: Charter Arneac 
ft Wbtaalwmpron wanderers 1; Grhisby 
Town ft Brentford 1; Notts County 4. 
Southend United ft Oxford United 1. West 
Ham United ft Tranmere Rovers 0. 
Ponsmouth ft Wtetod i. Newcastle Unted 
0. Second division: Blackpool 5. Hid City 
1: Bournemouth 1, Plymouth Arpyie 3; 
Burnley 0. Bolton Wanderer 1: ExMO'Qiy 
ft Raadirg ft Ftfham 2, Bratton ft 
Mans Held Tcwi 3, Leyton Onant ftj*ort Vale 

1. Huddersfield Town ft- Rotherham Urrtad 

2. Bradford C«y ft SackporT Courty 4. 
Harfepool Ursed I; Swansea City 1. Stake 




FOOTBALL 

7.30 unless stated 

GM Vauxhall Conference 
Dagenham & Redbridge vwycomba 


PAKISTAN 223 tar 8 (50 eras) (Avoir 
Sohail 87, Inzaraanwjt+taq 50). 


WEST INDIES 

B C Lara b Soho*..... 114 

D L Haynes c Ramiz b Wuslm--7 


□MDORA LEAGUE: Premier eftriskn 
Sutton v Harrow; YeacSng v Wngston ian . 
PONTWS LEAGUE: Fhet ttvtetart: Shef- 
ftaldtJWtaa v Nottingham Forest; State v 
Suidettend (7.0). Second dMskrn: Scun¬ 
thorpe v Coventry (7ft). 

NEVILLE OVENDEN COMBNATION 
LEAGUE Hret dMsion: OPR v Crystal 
Patoco (715; Tottenham v West Ham (25). 


P VSmnxrab Muattaq 
R B FWiat&on b Waam 
Cl Hooper c and b Sohail ... 
A L IMS c Mushtaq b Sohafl . 

J C Adams not mi .. 

fJ Murray not out . 

Extras (fc 8, w 5, rb 7).. 

Total (8 wtoa, 44 orere) —. 


IR Btehop, C E L Ambrose and C A Walsh 
did not bat. 


WTER4H3WICES CHAMPKMSHP: Army 
17, Royal Air Force 20 fat Twickenham) 


RUGBYLEAGUE 

Stones Bitter Championship 

Second division 

Huddersfield v London Crusaders ... 


Oty £ Wigan Athletic i, Chester City Z 
Hard division: Bury 1, Cartitf Ccy ft 
Chesterfield 2. KaSfax Town i; Colchester 
United 3, Hereford Unted 1; Crewe 
Alexandra 3, Yah C*y t. G*»ham a 
Lincoln City 1; Nort ha m p ton Town Z 
Carlisle United ft Scarborough 1, Scun- 
IhotpB Unfed Z 

GM VAUXHALL CONFERENCE M- 
tnneham 0 Runcon 2. MacctesfieW 1. 
Gateshead ft. NoltMrtdi 1, Telford ft 
Stafford ft Boston ft WOiang ft SaBi 1; 
Wycombe 1, Slcugh 0, Yeovil 1. Woffing 0. 
UEFA UNDER-21 CHAMPIONSHIP: 
Group two: Hcdard 3. San Marino 0 
Group three: Germany 8. RapubSc of 
Ireland 0 Group four Cypres ft Czecho¬ 
slovakia 2 

DIADORA LEAGUE: Premier dMsion: 
Martov 1, Sutton United 1: Winter and 
Eton 2. Dulwich Z Postponed: YsatSng v 
Nngstornan. Firat dvaforc Away 1. 
Croydon 3. Whylefonfe 0, Abingdon Town Z 
Second division: Banslead 2. Malden VSta 
ft Bertihamsted 1. Ruofip Manor 0: 
Harefietd 0, Chertsay 2; libury i, Worthing 
3 TWfd tawlorcAJdwsha! Town 1. Cove V 
Bsom and Ewedl, Roysan 1. HanfonM, 
Kingsbury a 

BEAZER HOMES LEAGUE: Premier (8- 
wsxxtAiherGorBO, Corby 2: Hatesowaift 
Chel t enham 1; Trowbridge 4. H as tings i . 
VS Rugby 1. Dover 1; Watertoonle Z 
Weymouth i Midland division: Nuneaton 
O.GresievT.-Riishdan and Diamonds a RC 


FALL OF WICKETS. 1-21. 2-101, 3-180, 4- 
184. 5-197, 6-223. 


HEWEKEN LEAGUE: Rrat dMsion: New¬ 
port 49, Sndh Wales Pcica 14; Pontypridd 
17, Bridgend 6. 


- Save £200 off MRRP! 


Imagine continents, constellations, 
composers and classical 
civilisations available at 
ihe touch of key. 

Imagine effortless 
research instantly. 

Imagine a 


Pocket-sized, powered by 4 AAA sized 
batteries (supplied), the Franklin 
"y>w. Electronic Computer takes the strain 
off your brain with Spelling 

Bookmarks to 


sophisticated 

knowledge 

machine 

information in 

seconds - yet ~ 

satisfy ingly simple to operate. 




• - m store your 
I.M entries. Quizzes 
Jpj» and a large 8 line 
screen with 
adjustable contrast 
control. Save £200.00 
Mf on the MJURJP. at 
W today’s special offer price 
V of £199.95 including soft 
carry case and postage and 
packing. Give your IQ a break! 


BOWLING: wasfrn 94M7-2 |w 1, nb 4); 
Aaqtb SO-t&U (w 3); Waqar 10-1-464) (rta 
3). Mushtaq 18064-1 (wT); Sahati 94M3- 


ROSSLYN PARK NATIONAL SCHOOLS 
SEVENS: Open tournament: Group A: 
Qarosaid ft fcSKiotd 31; John CtevBkBid 


Man o< the match: B CLara 
Umpires S U Budrarand LHBatar. 


RUGBY UNION 
Tour matoh 

Cross Keys v Lines (Arg) (7.C)_ 

OTHER SPORT 

BOWLS: Enflfch womaVa c ha mpl oh sttpe. 


.-Rushdan and Diamonds a RC 


HOW TO ORDER tForUJCmidenuoiilyi 
Fill in the coupon quoting yottr Accra sAIsj card number, 
or send with cheque or pa^al orden. NO CASH, to: 
T HE TI MES ELECTRONIC ENCYCLOPEDIA 
OFFER TNOK TRUEBELL HOUSE, 

LOMBARD ROAD. LONDON SW19 JTZ 


#ni FAST ORDER: 

Ul TELEPHONE 081-542 4900 

Access and Visa cordhotdera can use our fast ordering 
service quoting Ref. TN004. Hesse allow up to 28 
days for delivery. Subject to availability. If you are nor 
fully satisfied, return within 7 days for a fuU refund. 


HFS LOANS LEAGUE: Premier dMsion: 
Leek l. G a r a b c rough a First dMatarc 
Nathertieki 1, Workrxjtoo 2. Cup: Thtrd- 
reutd reptay: RsScWe 1. Great Hnwood 
Town 3 

NEVILLE OVENDEN COMBINATION: 
BrffidMsIoie Luton 1 WSlord 4 


Please send me:-Franklin Electronic Encyclopedia/s at £199.95 ioc. p&p TNQ04 

1 enclose my cheque/PO value £_made payable to: THE TIMES ENCYCLOPEDIA OFFER 

Or debit my Acceit/Viu account with the sum of £_ 

n— : i i i i i i t r ri i D3C 

My card number ic I I I I I I I [ I I I I I 1 I I I Eipii-y ftila; / 

___ 

Address:__Signature: - 

---Pos tc od e: _ Daytime TeL No:__ ■ ■ ■— 

□ Please tick box if you do not wish to receive future often front The Times or companies approved by them 


TN004 


WUJWSON SWORO LEAGUE CUP: 
SflmKfinaL- UnfieldO. Bangor 1. 

KONICA LEAGUE OP WALES: Havorford- 
west 3, 5ibw Vala ft Holyvwa 2. Conwy Z 
NOflTHOW COUNTIES EAST LEAGUE: 
Premier dtaaocr Ossen Ateen £ Ham>- 
gase Ra 1 . Sortafctidcs PS 3. Thaddey i 
GREAT MILLS LEAGUE; ProfTMe dMskm: 
Oftttfah a Sti&ft 5. Plymouth Argyte 0. 
Torquay Uttted ft 

BASS NORTH WEST COUNTIES 
LEAGUE: Ft*?? efivttion: Blackpool Rouen 


Helens 1. Lames pas Trophy: Btesmsre 
rfort TzwnO, M^wB 5.' 



atoOKm Beneon and Hedges Irish 
mestere (Goflte, Couity KtUaeL 




|Lb 

■pHIl 







THE TIMES 


RACING 


Oommenary 

Call 0891 500 123 

Route 

Call 0891 100 123 


M 


«V r f i 


UK8M6 KTEWilATIONAL- France ft 

ScattandO _ > 

UNDER-13 INTERNATIONAL France 1. 

R rinlA ft ri Q, 

94GUSH BDCLE5 TROPHY Swrtnat 
Me ol By 2, PwatuuLgh 0 


US RYDER CUP TEAM 3TAN0MG8:1, F 
CouOfeS 9155Dft3ta: Z T Kite 880000:3. J 
Code 657500; 4, D Lew 63500ft 5. P 
Adngor 522.16T, 6, M O'Meara 448250: 7. 
LJaiammSIft ft & Gaftadter 41750ft, 
0. K Ctearwaor *04166, lo. C Pawn 
330.900; 11, J Suman 360833; 12 J 


&y'W::\:rE Z 



*r% 


l'-'V 


tin* 


:^iV. 



mm. 




IrMi-.—rjBfoi ' 




FOR COUPONS PHQNFFBrc 


oouo_sqo ooo- 24j.ig.5~ 

















































































































































































































THE TIMES THURSDAY MARCH 25 1993 _.__ 

Ri chard Evans meets a trainer eager to cast off last year’s ills 

Hills directs South Bank show 


RACING 41 


T he opening day of anew 
turf Flat season: a time 
for dreams as tbe 
classics; Royal Ascot and de¬ 
lights of Chester, York and 
Goodwood befckoo. ' 

Flew trainers have more 
reason to look forward to 
Doncaster today than Barry 
Hills. It was at Town Moor 25 
years ago that the then travel- 

m ling head lad to John orfey 
landed a massive tout* on 
Frankincense hi the Lincoln 
and with his £30.000 
warnings bou^it South Bank 
stables in Lamboum from 
: where he trains today. 

A year ago. Hills’s fondness 
for the coarse was confirmed 
when he opened the new 
c a mp a i g n with a winnin g 


Nap: LACKENDARA 
(Stratford. 2/50) 
Neat best Mondragon 

(Doncaster, 4.35) 


double. As he travelled hmw», 
the dapper trainer had every 
reason to believe the new 
season would being its maiai 
abundance of winners, suc- 
; cessful gambles and fun. Lit¬ 
tle did he know that foe 
dream start would soon torn 
into a nightmare as a double 
dose of the virus paralysed his 
stable. 

For four long months. Hills 
was in despair as his horses 
became sicker and acker. By 
September he had only mus¬ 
tered 24 winners, compared 
to the normal 80 or 90. When, 
at last, foe. equine plague 
& relented, foe winners flawed 
—and foe season ended. 

As Hills oversaw first lot 
yesterday, an the toning 
downs overiooking Seven Bor¬ 
rows, foe hopes far 1993 had 
begun to challenge the heart¬ 
ache of 1992. "It is afl about 
keeping horses healthy. Yon 
can have foe worst lot of 
horses but ff they are right 
and well you mil have a great - 
season. You can have foe best 
horses but they aren't right 
it is a disaster.” . 

With the prospect of up to 


HER8EHT 



Watchful eye: Hills supervising first k)t on the Lamboum gallops yesterday 


six reamers at Doncaster over 
flie next three days. KBs was 
in a buoyant mood. On a- 
morning made in heaven.-be 
watched approvingly as Fur¬ 
ther Right, his Ascot Gold 
Cup hope, led a dozen small. 
groups of horses in d strong 
canter oversix foiion^ on foe. 
gallops left of for Taningdon 
Road. “The horses are m good 
nick.” he reported. 

HtSsrehshesv/hat ■ be 
described as the “proper cir¬ 
cuit” of rating starting noth 
foe Graven meeting taking m 
Chester; - Epstnn-Yoik, the 
July -meeting;:; Glorious . 
Goodwood, foe Ebm and St 
Lejger meetings, before re-, 
turning to-- Newmarket. 
"Ibafs what 1' I am -really 
interested mi not so midi the 
other places. ! Kke Sandown 


and going to Ireland and 
France if 1 have a horse foal is 
good enough* but foe tradi¬ 
tional English pattern of rac¬ 
ing is what matters and I hope 
they don’t muck it up,” 

“• The traditionalist streak in 
Hals is in stark contrast to a 
perceptive foresight which 
has consistently him 

to see and react to changes in 
racing long before maqy of fens 
feSow trainers. 

Despite having only six of 
Robert Sangstert horses com¬ 
pared to 46 in foe heady days 
of Manton and having fewer 
from Shaikh Mohammed, he 
still has a 113-strong string, 
timflar to. last year. “I have 
done wefl to keep numbers 
up. f have had to go out and 
get owners. I cant run a hotel 
on empty bedrooms.” 


More significantly, HIDs is 
now toying with the radical 
idea of bnndmga £l million 
training complex “to cope 
with the modern world.” 

“Whatever Lord Howard de 
Walden might say about tbe 
lifestyle of trainers, or grooms 
as he calls us, it's hard to 
make money out of training. 
It’s an expensive business if 
you do it right because you 
have to employ a lot of people. 

"We are outdated: our 
premises are outdated. They 
afl need knocking down and 
rebuilding closer to the 
gallops, we should pay lads 
more and charge owners less, 
like every other industry in 
the country. Racing has not 
adapted because we have no 
way of doing it” - 
Ideally, Hills would like to 


build a new yard with Ameri¬ 
can-style barns dose to the 
gallops, possibly in conjunc¬ 
tion with a business partner. 

But such plans are for 
tomorrow. Tbday, Dee Raft is 
what matters in tbe last race. 
And tomorrow, there is the 
Weil-handicapped Snow 
Board in foe stayers’ 
handicap. 

As for the tbe months 
ahead. Hills spoke glowingly 
of Yawl his progressive 
Rockfel Stakes winner. 
Bawaeth and the once-raced 
Pamzig. Of foe colts. Factual 
third m the Middle Park, 
received favourable mention 
along with Blues Traveller, 
Tychonic and Majority. 

The dreams are in foil flow. 
Hopefully, this year they wflj 
not be so cruelly shattered. 


THUNDStER" -. 

1.55 Broughton’B Tanga > ~3^& MU o ttiCL 
£30 Me Neither. - - 4.05 Sword Master. : 

3.05 Mister Jotaon. :A3S MONDRAGON (nap), . . 

Our Newmarket Canespondert 250 tnefen Dreamer. 3JJ5 Bold HrtA.. 
355 ALR.ORA (nap). 

Private HantScapper’s toprafing: 455 BRACKENTHWATTE. 

GOING: GOOD TO FIRM V'*.’ SB 

DRAW: 5F. HIGH NUMBERS BEST; TM STRAIGHT, LOW NUMBfflS BEST; ROUND 
COURSE, LOW NUMBERS HAVE SLEHT ADVANTAGE . .. 

1.55 RACEFOHM APPRS01CE HANDICAP (£3261:1m 41) (20 runners) 

I tffl 02006- IWMBEIrtVrOTWft^tia Wt^M ^——® ! 

3 (6) 222QD0- UteJraUU1«t8tPl«WBflltaJJtelti»5-1CW»^-^Ttlonwsri) 85 

3 ©3331150- t£6MM0FH0mW18ipfl(»teBftftenftW*«»d«fW JtWBW « 

4 (8) 080W4 WETOS8OI17OT(TteR«toSwPrtB«p)SMwwW i 0PMB« 87 

A i 3S- ROUSnTC 138 “« » 

6 (123 011282- GREAT MAX 2&J fllM) W&») M«!» *.*■»* —-- A Mg W ® 

7 (141 22336-2 BESMBYB0Y17(FA8J(WWtalno)J«rt»W—-S 

a Si) 112104 - rntmawfv.iSSm «- 

9 (21 430-823 SttCLAg*LAD8{C/fl(Kfefl QateOP) H Hix&z W?.— « 

10 521422 SU68AAR 7 Pfl (M M.Pap nn TAG — - DUc ?S^ S 

II (20) 0CV564O- POST ^ “ 

12 p0) 618500- KAU5Q12 J(F)WWIWMWhbct6488^-5' 

rt nm hukdo MHaXC 24 (JPBaralJ PBMCT 4-8-4.. ®**™TSnw (7) as 

14 S§ 4815W- BfaWSntW'S TARS) 234 (Sl*Wto*i)MHotefraSs 48-1 OVlWP) ,87 

15 (19) 035005- AW«mAisjj0 £,«-TitaSra S 

16 (71 QC00-3B BR£ LEAJH-SC&i. 27 (ftF.6) (M Mtto) M Brttel 68-1-JHnnaw 91 

17 (1? 143233 WBX AND TRULY 7 (0) (P^^BMeUyw 6-7-9- 98 

IB (17) 330M30- RMOOSQ22J- ^sSfcSK® SB 

19 (IS) 000535- 0UEBIS TOW 67-7.-W 

20 (4) 235000- DfiMDWJS2M(04SfbgBW-7 — OanoUotttP) 82 

UMtsndkMK Manafel 7-1. OnaensDw 6-10. tempos W. 

1982: W ccmjsxm 4-B-1 2 0 PMP (14-1) S IftrtDB 23 an 

2.30pwupcobmesbroc«^W)nd^^ EB 

® STAKES (2-Y-O: £3.687:50 (12 nmners) _- • 

l ® BWSty CASTLE (Da BttM faejmP tfgnWq) B fioCwra-11 PttM tMBP) . 

i m oScrS BPHES (Mb J Cl»Tl M.m artfr H 1 -_ 

a S BJDSETBHEitirrflteOSop iedtte jteiBteHi-- _ 

4 m CULSYTHa.V8»rwo*nRH“Oe5«®-”--- r-rrryjfj g _ 

5 (10) VOLTOCTBAVa(ttaDJonas) £4ttor 6-11- S*?!»3lWe*W 

B (11) SALVOT-flH jtSfJJSE r" - -- Atom - 

^ a „.jrjs^s!!=s=====r- 

7992: TOUCH SUER B-11 0 HlUBDd (9-t ■») B ® 10 W 

"v form FOCUS __■ 


103 (12) -M482 eOOOTacS74 POfitf&S) (Ub 0 Robtaoni SHMM — B WeS (4) 88 

Rkecm) amta. On in toMs. SMsn cam and dWance «ttw. Ef —bazar 

tarn f —to P —priWi 1 »_ tf— wnaed Huh in btea aa). Gotoo oo Mai hra ha 
B — itoa.- s — yynfl g . H— h» (f — Shi. good b Oral hnL G—gwl 
S~J*gMtfc*LtehA 0«rinb«i*B. 
E-E)dk toter. AQHHd wHN. tehfp tahQUtance. 

■ C—eoBsatan. D —dhwtaL CO— IlhftnPitaaiHiiiappertaena. _ 

3.35 DQKMTER 2Q00 W£ BBH 

(Letod race: £11J62: im sk) (9 nmnas) 

1 mamia XAMWAMY173 PSS) (XKgsac)&Maw5-W-BRm» SO 

2 ®vonm- uaioneiM(CDfl(i»s4Mta)iiBi4RntaB-w-w 

3 (7) 6S2843- ALR0RA183 (ft (CWedart UO C SrlUn 4-9-3-Jtea © 

4. -« S4B4S2 AHBtMUlS (IX^AS)WUdHramn)SSfik*- WWoods 78 

‘ S (6) /SUB-1 KMX TO BtTBt IB (F) {RPl>n)M mans 5+3 -J««»S 7S 

6. ® 2nfiCO- TOPRKKTER218PHOateen)LurtHrtfevlon*4-3-AMum M 

7 (3)4 t VSQ50- PE4flL«ffi.7«(Q(SSHiieriDL»H4-H-L 0ml 86 

B (4) 31436-8 doubleWHTESIB(R yUtah!)MPnmn*4-12-Wtam 60 

1 9 (T) 132140- MQWttTDR 149 pG«wa) R HaHn*ad 3+3 ---WRjar 93 



KTTW& 64 

iw am. ■ 


, 10-1 Pb at ftwL 14.1 Amatae, 


1992: OABOS W4) A Mm (9-1) Un J Ramlen B w 

FORM FOCUS 



hnbap 4 UnaUO (MN. in 21 sanM). Be* 
a Nkfcn m ntie 2-fiiwi UnuW 
ow coma aid aama, in tareh 1991 (afl) 
KNOCK ID BfTER bsai Msonh X In a 14-nmer 
chtaw ft UngWd (AW. 71). 

NOABMTOfi awn* 51 4ft d 11 a BatBansn 
TNh in Bw poup B tarts Hh SUk. Hwtei 
(71 noa stf) Pwtaosh. Bta Uq eiftoF& j 
■ad in jn 6nii» BSad acs A ftownaW pt 

ALR0RA (nap) 


4.05 FORTE LADIES ONLY HANDICAP 

(Amateurs: £3.494:1m 2f 60yd) (18 nums) 


b a laMtita. hf 

Ncrtton C#ta*s. Van ta.«48ff-JtfgSlBr 
ffi (ta S. 2to)0BJ B a 

7J0Q3P) s 8 WCOoO tat Of Wdpp. ten wn 


ow a a > Henta UAKETH& BBtAK (Fell.1 j) 

h urt irisfl nfVWi BsuMin. TOP SHOW 
(4pr 27) Is »HlPgL i®* 11 
ntaWtata Pa* D« 4 mW was an 

Saajl Gainer. Dan Wl left «w X 5ML 
No atoeikn 


3.05 RAEffORH UPDATE HANDICAP 

(£3,817:51) (15 (Hildas) . SWVn *® 83 

! a9 3050/50- B&timilSW'*SSStSSSSt^L ncK 95 

2 S SoS BOLD HAW ^ & * 

7 m ISOOSB- S6AMA138 ^ . NCatate » 


. r -(iflSHQOra- CHPWSTAFF 178(F)JPaarce4-11-7-WsCVateoag 90 

■ .2 JIB) 246131 S¥^MASTH128CT C>VW)a*Jc«s4-l1-0.-- WHDhMJJOMsg 98 

3 (19 34083$- DAWNRJBff 157btffHwies4-10-7-- MBMh— CowtayP) « 

4 05 151102- UnS0PU»(188(aBFJAS)JPwtCl6lM-- “"LPnros 8 

5 (4) 206452 W*3N0mS»7 (S) (PPmM JtaM4-104--2 

6 (1« BG9Q3- BAim0135 (KW*aDl01*54 SWraHl 4-610- ® 

. 7 pi) 13-3465 TAUnWG33(D)(BCMOn)UBMwl6M-——- r ■“SABfc 84 

8 (10). 606060 BJSZH)WH128(F«(WsH HoorahBCat4*508 7-68 UaHNwwig 8 

9 p) 038016 THEKWOKEKBtB 121 MPflagc^RHnm665„ IteJBOQgfi 83 

10 te 6644/ SHAHWAH1098(BnntMga)BftoHafiB663-ItafPRoban - 

11 (6) 500WH DUBffiUC9M(B&*t»LflBG«a»660- Un Mtofri gl « 

12 (17) 006060 MAY SOWS 62(F) 0*s V1W4WWS A1Wtf*5-W)- tea P Pwyw g te 
• 13 (7) 020110 AlBSU26!Wf^rTBacy<Smai)D1^6-60__. MsDMtfhn09 

14 (3)33W06 WLUE14U (Ofl (S AAhaon) G Hhrta 5-60-UtaSiUSiR ~ 

15 (53 200206 CTfiXY POT 34J [l&s L DaaWt) 0*nyn SnaCi 660 Was M Carson p) 81 

16 (2) 400006 REZA 29J P Onto) J Eftl 5-60-. MB C HUB g 82 

17 » MW BRBfiM HUNT 619 (J Uom) J Moors 4-60-“ 

IB (12) BW0 KAYWMT68(MB6Boos)JHWten5-94)-WssJBonflR - 

Loqorw*wrCk*6»fa6U(llwa f «6ta«HrWU»fe65i 0**7W64Jto8^ BmbH* 
61. KWOW* 7-3 

BEirwe 61 Swtf «fa». 61 7W KSB0H tth. 61 Atal .1405« W* 61 Wzte 161 OSrf 01 a* 

161 RpndB. 161 otai 

ttfc 1 PBtGBVE 6163 Ua 6 fans 02-1) F (4> 22 m - 

FORM FOCUS 

SWORD MASraMO Ml ft. a gOWi M d'15 to 

7-nm Iwdnp at Lta*a (AW; in 4L »- toahwOWW. ta f)- ^ toWOEiaj6 Hat 

dW). LOTS (F LWX aadaU d 24 P.P»PW CagHi 3* y 2X1 In Jjtage j 

gL^inwaisia gSS 

nPSNOHTHIDailaill totanWsanitaiina j WW, 1 m ^.gfiWjiirrm 
d SaflMU Swxlaii (AW, in, swasd). bal- Madtac SwoftD MAsitfl 


TODAY’S RACES 
ON TELEVISION 

DONCASTER 

C4 

230: Me Ndther represents 
a stable whose runners are 
usually ready early. Jack 
Berry considers her a sharp 
sort and her sire. Risk Me. 
gets his share of two-year-old 
winners. Indian Dreamer 
and Make The Break are 
also from scabies likely to 
have their juveniles forward 
in condition. 

3.05: Beny can complete a 
double with Amroo. who has 
won first time out at foe last 
two Doncaster March meet¬ 
ings. This trip suits him weD 
and he can handle fast 
ground. Sir Tasker, back to 
his optimum distance, is 
fairly treated on his best 
form while Mister Jolson has 
been running well on the all- 
weather. Bold Habit's best 
form is over longer trips 
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[ 3 gg£ 

5 «j 16O601 - 65*jW***-— 
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7 H-4) 30M3fl 

B Q9 MS® 

S (3) 432-16* 

10 |9) 0IB1606 


ZZZ Z: 11- 06 

fiAfl__ H CoStie SO 

S' 

Tf _jtataas 92 

Tfl jT . _ ■ 7 ate 94 

M-7_-_ Atatems W 

4-64-—— to 

664 J Lots B2 


4.35 BACK A WfflNER BY TRAIN HANDICAP 

(j-y-O: £5.005: vn 3 SOyiJ) (13 nmnere) 

1 (im 056506 PHOMIIB£Vmi39flltePtoll^B»W«w 9-7.- r_™* " 

2 (13) 513216 BHBA«BMm01S2fS^lPaitert"H»ro»M-2 

3 OS M2 DB JWT *W(DPWb1sb)B HBW- ® 

4 n 4QG60 iBGBBDL0GY28p)(BPwhrtH JdWonHwte®610-- W Ryai M 

5 «a 2036 H0MJMSW138 {»? (Stated - BCo ? 1 ” ■ 

B (1) 48010- TOHBM5Z{C>)(Fft«Ca«taiM-® 

7 rn 056 MBNCWaWAl. 167 tsHaOathM*Ham WrHateM.-. JWfl » 

8 0) 005510> OUTOS!W«B^(Urt»*te^R1WA*«67.--WQtall 96 

9 (8) 004513* MCOmmi1S2{BFS)fl(lintaofl)1teJto^6€--J™ ® 

10 B 481352* ARBWECWALa 171 (S)p Jobss (Pitt) UdJFlOT 8*-O tate 96 

11 (4) 042645- ABCBSam<7yftB)RHi*sttd84---77, VS « 

12 0 601121 BBDUamWS FORMULA 36 (D) ( awtf te *■ < —I w ttaao 7-11 T m 

13 (11) 061111 fiRACNHUHWAIIE 28 (D) (AIh Gcnta)Tflirai 7-7-J rente B 

. Umjaniaii; Bteta* 7-5. 

BFnWB: 11-4 P*te- 61 One CoU, 11-2 AfB)h Cate. 162 BwteB te s. 61 Bacttn *ooh. 
he ififw BteQ Cfeto. «who» 161 stel 

1S92;N0C®flBPONDWGBACE 
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COURSE SPECIALISTS 


TRAINERS 9ft# Pus % JOCKEYS 

Bite • 22 35 &Z MoUCtesy 

Mteb 7 39 ITS JWtte 

jBow .12 88 136 «&»! 

20 1491-U4 BRMnofld 

MBKfeMeT' . r . «• «3 gg; 

ttSjlWnsfes W 120 11-7 


Wtan (Wss % 

3 7 42S 

6 25 24.0 

39 . 164 218 

21 132 159 

15 98 >53 

14 9Z . 152 


Berry can make flying 
start to Flat season 

while Drum Sergeant, foe 
mount of Pat Eddery, may 
need the run. 

335: Gary Moore saddles 
Karin ga Bay. his first runner 
for owner Ken Higson. 
while another debutant is 
the Australia rider Jeff Pen¬ 
za, who partners foe useful 
Alflora for Newmarket train¬ 
er Clive Brittain. However, 
Mary Revdcy's Mdlotiie is 
Kkety to beat them both. This 
mudhimproved eight-year- 
old ended last term with a 
fine victory over Rainbow 
Comer in a Newmarket 
listed race. 

4.05: Lots Of Luck will 
command a big following 
with diampion lady rider 
Iydia Pearce again in the 
saddle. Preference is for 
Sword Master, who has 
been in excellent form on foe 
attweather, winning two of 
his three slam. 

Dick Hinder 


Penza in action at Doncaster 


JEFF Penza is the latest mer- 
seas jockey to parade his talent 
in Britain when he makes his 
turf riding debut at Doncaster 
today. Tbe Australian, aged 
21. partners the Clive Brittain- 
trained Alflora, sixth in last 
season's Derby, in the Don¬ 
caster Mile. 

Penza was secured by 
Brittain primarily id aa as a 
stand-in for Michael Roberts 
when foe South African rides 
for his main retainer. Shaikh 
Mohammed. 

The Newmarket trainer 
said: “He's on an open-ended 
retainer and will nde for foe 
stable whenever wanted. I 
watched him in action in 
Australia and was impressed 
with the way he rode. With 


Michael taking foe Sheikh 
Mohammed job. this is a good 
opportunity for him. I am also 
very impressed with his com¬ 
mitment and we are going to 
give him every chance." 

Penza will be hoping to 
make considerable improve¬ 
ment on his only previous ride 
in this country — on the 
lingfield all-weather track 
earlier ibis month. His mount, 
N oora’s Pride, was tailed off in 
fifth place. 

Meanwhile. Roberts is a 6-4 
on Chance to retain his jockeys’ 
title and 11-8 to ride another 
double century of winners this 
year. 

Ladbrokes narrowly favour 
foe Soufo African in his duel 
with rival Pat Eddery, who is 


12-IO for foe championship 
and 2-1 io ride 200 winners. 

Willie Carson is a 20-1 
chance in the title race with foe 
same firm, who then bet 25-1 
Richard Quinn and 33-1 Ray 
Cochrane, now retained by 
LucaCumani 

Lester Piggon is 100-1 but a 
better bet could be the 66-1 
against him riding two or 
more classic winners. Jack 
Beny is 4-1 to train 150 or 
more winners in Britain. 

□ The National Hunt jockey 
Derek Byrne has lodged an 
appeal against a ten-day ban 
imposed ax Newcastle on Sat¬ 
urday for reckless riding. The 
Jockey Club's disciplinary 
committee will hear his case ax 
Partin an Square tomorrow. 


THUNDERER 

Z20 WittoskL 2.50 Lackendara. 3.20 Major Match. 
3-50 Mr Tittle Tattle. 4.20 Ardesee. 4.50 Bilbo 


3.50 RACECOURSE AND COVERTSIDE NOVICES 
CHASE (£3.030:3m) (9) 

1 - 11 U WRSM7(D.BFjF.SPHte9-12-0-MrSSwferc 


Brian Beet 4.20 Senator Of Rome. 

GOING: FIRM (GOOD TO FIRM IN PUCES) _ 

2.20 STUDLEY SELLING HANDICAP HURDLE 

(£1,810.2m 110yd) (13 Turners) 



_Rente 

_u Swans (7) 

7_tfBman 


4W 

MrJLUmdynto 

l 5614 RUBOY220)EBkcOy5-11-2___HDufct 

7 P332 CANDLE UMG16 (B£)H Mams 61611_A Toy 

e 3221 CUflaC EXHMT161 (DLGt A teas 61611_ 

9 FOB ALDW6TDNBABYICAE34CTfttne5-10-7 DBridgter 

10 0650 BELLM&BBIMB 22 CJenes5-166._... - 0Fwt(7) 

11 (KPS VffiSONCOLLEGE 14 (B)0GMMo6162_AS&ih 

12 OR) AfflmEtrsDEsnnr29way6i6i_rsmcuy 

13 61)05 BTCB LAOV 41 REte5-160_AWett 

7-2 IMy Spaa 6U, 62 VieUc Cataga. 61 Cwdto tag, 7-1 Ctorac Ejhbi 61 
UWEBtt. 161 Rutty. Lriey Rme. 161 SawMun Niche. 261 HOT* 


2.50 EBF NATIONAL HUNT NOVICES HURDLE 

(£1.957:2m110yrJ)(6) 

1 F431 LACKEMMRA 33 (OS) Ms H MgM 611-10-JOteW 

2 1540 CYPRUS 9 (BAS) Was J Ooyfe 611-5_SCttiH<7) 

3 /P06 ANOTHER TOTAL 418 W John SmW 7-11-0_LKnay 

4 (BM OAN OE LKM16 0 MSMswi 6114_WUteonffl 

$ 00 AimevratSS 104 0 Banal 6i»e_M Brennan 

6 P6 HMUSH SOPRANO 83 NHandnon 7-169_NWatensoa 

5-4 lidate. 61 Focfch Soprano. 62 Pnius. 161 Dai On Lyon, 261 Arc* 
ttfcgs. 25-1 ftnoma DaaL 

3.20 BfSHOPTDN HANDICAP CHASE 

(£2.765:2m 40 (6) 

1 2005 MAJOR MATCH 21 (CAPAS) T Foote 11-1241_HDaetes 

2 2LD1 STRAWRMSHTIS(CiLG^) MP|K 6114— PScodvaom 

3 1844 MAD CASANOVA 44 (B J)AS) H CTSttm 61612 

DO-SoBwrp; 

4 611 GRSt SUM) 197 (ft A DUB 7-1616-PotarHohftS 

5 F361 VORCRy^ OOW110 /0/,E^ 0 Brcnrar 16165 f7e« 

MBmon 

6 PG21 An CQHIANDB) 17 (C£G) Ms P JcpfBs 6162 TWd 

61 Enant Knttt 3-i ter Match, 61 Sen tent 61 Ak tomato. 7-1 
Viter's (ten, 161 teCamou. 


THUNDERER 

2.10 Quadrireme. 2.40 Champagne Lad. 3.10 Marto- 
mtak. 3.40 Arctic Baron. 4.10 Star Of The Glen. 4.40 
Ardbrin. 5.10 Wyjume. 


GOING: FIRM _SIS 

2.10 S0MEHT0N NOVICES HURDLE 

(£1.895:2m) (6 nnners) 

1 F412 PMUFSW00DV27(D)NHeoJOTon611-8-JKmnagh 

2 0P00 BEACH BUM 24 Ms J YoU( 7-11-2-G Upton 

3 P04 ROCKET RUN 14 MSute 611-2-SMackqr 

4 -GP0 W0 WAY 6WR0R160 RfiWl 611-2-Jftoa 

5 5 0UADRB94E 2B (BR J Old 6168-TGrartem 

6 PM IflSTY VIEW ZSJWUi 6163-6 CBM 

44 Phhpl Witty. 62 tetttm. 62 Rte tar. 161 Wsy ta. 7-1 T« 
Way (Motor. 161 Bte Bun 

2.40 &FC0HTUN DENHAM NOVICES CHASE 

(£2,882:2m 50 (4) 

1 1PPU POWDER BOY B (BFJfjG) Me J tte 612-3-D3te® 

2 8213 CHAUPAO* LAD 13 (DJfr.aS) i GAM 7-11-10 PHttfe) 

3 DR51 LA CENAGA15 8>,F,6) G BakSno 611-10-A Mata* 

4 4P5P TEMPOWWei RRtt6il-3-jFratt 

613 Ctanpte LaL 168 Li CisagL 161 Pate Boy. 161 Temporary. 

3.10 M0TC0«£E MARES ONLY NOVICES 
HURDLE (£2,232:2m SO (13) 

1 4P6S ALLYFAW 10 Mra J Bate 611-2-M A FBzgenkt 

2 W APHfl.‘SM0D&LApy747WTiihafrO»te711-2 ^ 

3 5442 APSMDRE54Tuck611-2_SMcNtt 

4 20 BLAKEWW 41 PWWtti 611-2-R &TM18 (3) 

5 5423 CALLAS BLfCTRIC 17 (BF) D Mdttm 611-2-A Bttfliy 

8 6P 5140 1 DBSSbeMtt7-11-2-GUUhn 

7 /PPP UZK5LASS30FGay611-2-MOmaa 

8 3238 ALWraWCA8{SKBaagy611-2-JRttOT 

9 0P0P UAHTBOROieH 22 MB jrarg 7-U-2 _ M McGonatfe (5) 

10 00 MmW.AS®en 114BFte611-2-Jfitt 

11 0040 RAB8TTS FOOT 20 R (TSiiWBl 611-2-PhtatS) 

12 0 ZAKyGRL4T ®)tt»ABailay6n-2-AMoguIn 

13 OOP HD0EN FLOWS* 120 H How 6167-M Haute (3) 

2-7 ItotirnKX. 61 Apstnm. 161 Wte BcOrt. 20-1 Bfctowy, 261 fMOTs 
Foot 361 oKR. 


1 -11U THE RSI 0*7 (D3FJ5) P Ittj 612-0-MiSStes 

2 PPU1 SANDSTONE ARCH ID K T CsatwelL 1611-8.— Pe CMtatS 

3 fo«u maytomi is Ptteihy f- 11-2 _wtm 

4 FP62 MR HTTIE TATTLE 55 IBA K Balky 7-11-2_J Osborne 

5 4002 010 BBS 13 (V.SMPSpb 7-11-2-PSotenore 

E -6PU QUCK RAPOR 55 T Fomar 611-2_J Vttta 

7 PUPS 5XY VB47URE 75 C 7/Bftt 611-2_0 BitefnraBi 

8 OfWP ANODE* COLUMBUS 14 W Jot® Snflh 161611_L Haney 

9 PARTY MASCMtol) &*n 11-1611_TWtt 

64 Ihe M On. 11-4 OM Wfl.61 Mi Vtk Tafle. 61 SauBkn fcA 16l Skv 
vwan. 161 tea taper. 26) <®es 


4.20 JOHN ANO W&a THORNE MBHDRIAL CUP 

(Hunter chase: amateurs: £1,607:3m) (10) 

1 S06f AHERLOW IB fflJJ.Ga G HuraNny 1612-0.. C Bentt (7) 

2 614 ARDESEE 38 (DAS) 0 Wnte 1612-0-JWrtK(7i 

3 AM CORSTDN SFAHGS21 (G) M Janesil-12-(L. MP Jones 17) 

4 im. QUCK-NA-M£388(6A Mo FVtan 1M2-0-ClflOK (7) 

5 -U22 GGHBRD6E JUT7S! IB (C/£S) C Tnettlne 1612-0 

CTikOnem 

6 444 ? NORTH URED PAPK 13 0 HeTCfta 9 - 12-0 C Vfert Ttmnc p) 

7 -45F RAIN MARC 22 (C.GJS1 M CMtrton 1612-D_NON-RUMS* 

8 2 ROW®HUNT 16VRow612-0-IKsLRonp) 

9 U06 SBIATDR OF ROME 362 (D£6) H WlKdB 1612-0 

U Haris (7) 

10 1-2 GULD STREET 15 (F) P Jttw 6n-9_U tanmoed (7) 

61 taan HOT. 4-1 UessA 61 Ste> ft Row. 7-1 Genttndge Jivter. 6i 
GuUd Steel 161 Cream Spnoffs. 12-1 Ote-MMiea. 161 NmriM. 261 
HMtMoUPmL. 


4.50 IDUCOTE NATIONAL HUNT NOVICES 
HANDICAP HURDLE (£1.480:2m 6f 110yd) (7) 

1 -4PP TEtnR&LUUMTStnj(T5ta 1611-10_JUxkkr 

2 -063 HOLYMACXERB. 14NHnieaM611-8_JOstane 

3 245F RttBIRB?71 JWi»7-11-6_NMBvnufl 

4 6004 BLB0 BAGBMS15 (B) Mn J Pfenai 61610-M PBran 

5 HM3 THE LIK MAN IS Mcs J Itoyte 6164-S Curran (7) 

G -UK BtDSTIHS SWAN 105 J Upson 7-163 -RSwtt 

7 S60 JUSTBA11YT0021 {BJPJms6160_WltaMffl 

62 HOT Mate. 61 BHn Bsagtt 62 H» Unit tte 61 Rrva Red 161 
boon San 161 Jus BaDymo. S-i Iste) lari. 

COURSE SPECIALISTS 

TRADES: T Forte. 17 tamers bon 57 nmnes. 296V J Upson. 4 
tram 10,25J7L. M Pipe. 19 ten BB. 21.6V N Hmderan. 6 tram 31, 
19.4V Ms JPUrnai 9 Iran 55.19.4V K Btfley. 4 tram 27,144V 
JOCKEYS: P Sctenore. 13 ahms tom 50 rides. 260V Pen 
Hotbs. 6 tom 32.188V J Osborne. 5 tram 27. ib 5V A S SmAh. J 
Inn IB. lb.7V Mam Cby, 3 bom 18.16.7V M Ptman. 3 ten 24. 
125V 


Blinkered first time 

DONCASTER: 1 55 Great Max. 


3.40 HAMILTON UIESTAT YOUNG PRETENDERS 
HANDICAP CHASE (£4.207:3m 111 10yd) (4) 

1 4Q2F CMXf DODGER 14 tCJ^&Si G Ham 6V.-50-CMadt 

2 1512 PLAYPffl 3710/51 R Fraa 615-8-- Jftna 

3 0P32 FATMB1D0WL«G12(G1GSaliWc6M.l-Attqen 

4 21-3 ABCnC 6AR0N B (Df) Ms J Itee 6t r-T. — NDawe 

13-8 Fte OoxUna 64 Arctt Baron, in PbrtK*. 61 Coale Doflgef 

4.10 QUANTOCX HANDICAP HURDLE 

(£2^59:2m) (5) 

J 1001 STAR OF THE ELEN 14 (ED.F.G6) M 15 J Pftran 7-11-10 

BdeHaan 

2 32B4 laETHDN 124 |VJ)J.^P Jones 61613 . . D Leahy |5i 

3 1-28 D0C1RADOVE 158(QLF.G)PHcMa61011- Stale 

4 HOF PStEBAZUl£6(VX)f,G) PNeHo4s6i60...MAFicoBi* 

5 0353 MISTER LAWSON 37 (D|B Free* 7-160— . ISftoanajX 

11-8 St» ft Die Gin 61 lei E Than, 7-2 Dana Dwt. 7-i ?cre Baolte. 
161 Mbn laravi 


4.40 WEST COUNTRY VETERANS CHASE 

(£3.392:2m 51) (4) 

1 3614 ARDBRW 35 (O^FJF.ELSIT Tale 1611-2-- 

? PPP4 ER®tWUOW87inj.OS)JG«mi1-n-2_..OI4upl» 

3 3422 HEAOir ON IBOPrm Mb PJoyoes 1611-2 t*S Jones (7) 

4 UttO 0UH NQB8Y14 (B.06JLS) 0 Bsteh 11-11-8-P Holey 

1-3 Aidbiti. 61 Hodiv On. 7-1 ten IB tow. 12-1 Ora Nobby 

5.10 LEVY BOARD NATIONAL HUNT FLAT RACE 

(£ 1 , 880 :2m) (6) 

1 CALL HOME jOTonl 611-8-P HUM SI 

2 0 MBtt« ROCKET 44 RCalOT61l-e-T Vmpam |7> 

3 CefYL DUD Bute 4-11-0-MrNMfes 

4 BJfiAMTBERIEJ Spearing 4-11-0-MMs T Stwung (71 

5 2 SONOFANUNBWGMTuiM 4-11-0-John McCabe 0 

8 YfYJUME J Giftxfl 4-169-JJBrcwnfT) 

64 Son 01 Ann. 62 CNI Home. 61 Wytune 7-1 Meifln fUM. 12-1 rthot 

COURSE SPECIALISTS 

TRADERS: Me J Pitman. 2fi tews bran 89 uvos. 37 TV N 
TwKdjn-Oanes. 5(ram 17.29:4VDSa»rtft, 221mm IQ?,ri6». 0 
MOT*on. 14 tan 69. 203V S ShminO. 3 hm 16 20 0%; N 
Hemtasn. 9 hm 56. itlV 

JOCKEYS: M HorattL 5 wtan® Iran 20 ute. a 0V D teHiy. 5 
1011128 . t7.M;Bitan.7lrom4l 1 17.1*; R Beflany. 3 ten 19. 
16BV P Hotey. 11 tern 76. 14JV U A RcgeraM. B bom 61. 
131V 


Worcester 

Going: good to Bun (good n pteces) 



2-50 (2m chi 1. Change The Act (J Os¬ 
borne 160 ); 2 Van Pmce (Evens lev); 3, J 
J J&Tiny po-i). 5 ran. NR BaHymM. 
GronXw (deemed nos to have started). 41. 
201 O Sherwood- To®: EZ5D. E160. ET10. 
OF.Cl.TO CSF.E3.66 

I (MiG 
Stalely 
13raav 
E4.10; 
CSF: 

350 (2m 71 ch) 1. Nouwe Bute (D Bridg- 
wsier. 9-2J; Z Massy Fern (168 M: 3, 
Sendmoof Prifioe (661). fl ran. NR. CrOr’s 
Gem. 6, 2»l N T-rt&avO&feb. Tote. 
£740: £1£ 0. £150. C1Z50 DF. £700 
CSF: £13.10 Tricait £45053. 

4^0 0m 41110yd eh) 1. Woody WB (J Os¬ 
borne. 13-6 tm); Z SmaBmaadlad (161); 
3. VaSa Ffcz (7-4i. 12 ran NR: Reman 
&o«L 6L nk. O shenvood. Tote- 52.90; 
£133; £2.10, £140 DF: £1270 CSF: 
£2696. 

450 (2m hd») 1. Opwafen Wolf (G 
McCtut, 7-2); 2. Wheetef5 Wonder (11-1); 
3. Better (1J-M te). 14 ran. Tffl. XL N 
TrtteTcea £320. £150 £1.70. £120 
DP: £15 40 CSF: E3R05 
Ptecopoc £&40. 

Kelso 

Going, good lo fkm 
2.00 pn 61110yd hde) 1. Babcock Bo 
Nmn. 1-51to); Z Darara(iz-i); 3, Cop 
Thai (22-1). 7 ran. 8. 7Uy%s M Reve 
ToLa: £1 ID. £1.10. E£20. DF; £3.10. C 
£354 

230 pm it ety 1. Atgarl IM Mokray. 
tav): 2, Equate (12-1). 3. Coqua Island i 
1 ) 4rana.a GfWiadaTote:£150 
£250 CSF-063. 


613tay); 2. Sieele Justice p-Z); 6 Pottng 
[12-1). 4 rang. 101. T Da&sty. Tore- £1.60 
DF: 0.10. Cff. 0.45. 

4.90 pm 21 hdto) 1. Dttzy (A Dobbn. 168 
lav); Z Chsniry Bartle [w-40). 3. flowing 
River (2-1). 4 ran 1>W. 41. PMomeirii Tore 
£230 VF. £290. CSF £5.12 
Ptacepoc esaoo. 

Exeter 

Going; good to Dim (fern in patches) 

1.55 on 21 hefia) T. SwshW Bun (J Lower, 
61): 2 Murta (8-n tavt. 3. Nonhem 
Sadder 0-21 7 ran NR The ChanoeAor 
12L1 »l. M Roe. Tote; S&». £220, El 10 
OF: C380. CSF-1385 
225 Gm2I hclle) 1. Surcoat (L Harvey. 6 
it; z **>e’6 An Ace (67 Jt-fcv); 3. Ata 

Gkrge 114-1). Baetel Hero 61 #4av. 14 
ran NR. Lanttohf a. Ml R Baker. Tow 
£8.00. E2.40Tei. 80. CI^O. £280 DF; 
£30 9ft CSF £3377 Tncart: £373 3Z 
25S (an 21 ch) i. Shu Fly (Jacqui OKiw. 
100-X/; Z Saravas (4-5 lev); 3. Abu 
Musta) 16-1). 10 ran. 8L 71 C Brad, Tow: 
£490: £1.80. £13ft £1.10. DF. E3S0 CSF: 
£&26.Titcast;£l3S3 
3-25 pm a hde) 1. Tudor Da Santa (P 
Scudamora, 61). 2, C#y Line (21-20 «av», 3. 
AirtassaOor RcySe (7-1). 7 ran. NR: Stel 
Hd.ia.MPra. t«e £2.70. £ 1 40. £T 20 . 

DF- £160. CSF: £6,04 
356 (2m 21 htJel 1. Nova SoMt © Mattey. 
61). 2. Cefcaus 0-1); 3, Jaddh p i law). 7 
ran. NFL Leavenworth. I*. 2W M 
Saunders. Tote: £8Jtt £300. £230. ttf=- 
E16 90. CSF: £27^8. Theasi £47 41. 

4^5 pm 21 Chi 1, The Leggett (M Ftcw, 
2, Up And Coming (61); 3. 
1). 5 ran. 9. U M Pipe Tote 
£200 OF £320 CSF.fiB.02 


Green's rati (4-U: Z Record Lover i4-i) 7 
ran. 11.2] C Hi. Tote. £430; £1.60. £2 40 
Of: £13.30 CSF STI32B 


Thomson Jones. To»: S330, Cl.JO. £130. 
£1.60 DF: £1180 CSF £13 62 TncasT 
£34 54 

4.10 (im 4fJ 1. Hierarch (Dean Mcfceown. 
7-2). Z Does OW (30-1): 3. Deduce (13-8 
tw). 13 ran. i»l. 2W. Lora Hunangdorv 
Twa- £A3D; EZIO. E4S0, £120 DF. 
£15.10 CSF E7810. 

4.40 (51) T. Ostesiial Key (O Rears. 7-1)2. 
Tno Tsre (6ij; 3. VAnrering l>1) Latte 
Sttxttur 7-2fev 12ran HO. W SNorlon. 
Tore £B6Q: £230. ClSO. £280. DF. 
EGBfiO. CSF. £61 72. Tncast £478 30. 
Ptacepoc £3020. 

Scudamore trails 

PETER Scudamore could 
only cut foe lead of Richaid 
Dun woody in foe jockeys’ 
championship fay one at Ex¬ 
eter yesterday. 

Although Martin Pipe com¬ 
pleted a treble foe reigning 
champion only rode one leav¬ 
ing hurt 14 winners adrift 
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Coaches set pace on Tideway towpath 




Hester unbeatable 
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M ike Spracklen 3 nd 
Harry Mahon are 
the coaches who are 
putting the finishing touches 
to the crews in the Boat Race 
this Saturday. Spracklen is no 
stranger to the experience, 
having performed the service 
for Oxford five rimes in the last 
six successful years, but Ma¬ 
hon, a New Zealander, is 
doing so for Cambridge for 
the first time. 

To add Spracklen and Ma¬ 
hon to the coaching talent 
already working with the 
crews would do justice to a 
national team. But with six 
senior international rowers, 
one under-23 international 
and one junior international 
in the two eights, the Boat 
Race has long since ceased to 
be a private match between 
two student crews. 

While Oxford have been 
keeping everybody guessing 


Messing about on the riven Spracklen, left and Mahon enjoy a rare moment of relaxation as they prepare for their big day on Saturday 

len and about which oars they will use Mike Rosewell talks tO the men who are This may be his first Bdat involved 

ton are on Saturday — yesterday they -—- 7 - 7 - Race, but Mahon seems well 1992 B< 

who are switched from the experimen- finding different ways to motivate their able to handle all the hype to be hi 

touches ral big blade to the convention- -which attends it “I am used to earn so: 

at Race al — Cambridge have CTEWS for the Boat Race On Saturday travelling around and coach- therubu 


about which oars they will use 
on Saturday — yesterday they 
switched from the experimen¬ 
tal big blade to the convention¬ 
al — Cambridge have 
surprised observers by follow¬ 
ing a series of unusual exer¬ 
cises set by Mahon. 51. 
intended to “produce relax¬ 
ation and improve hand and 
eye communication”. They 
avoided the Tideway last week 
in favour of Nottingham to 
avoid over-familiarity with the 
course and becoming caught 
up in the media attention. 

Spracklen's pedigree as a 
coach to the leading Great 
Britain crews in the 1970s and 
I9S0s speaks for itself. He 
coached Steven Redgrave to 
his first Olympic gold in a 
coxed four in 1984 and to 
subsequent world medals in 
the pairs. When Spracklen. 
56. decided to leave his home 
in Marlow and move to Cana- 


RUGBYLEAGUE 


Clubs fined £1,000 
for league brawl 


By Our Sports Staff 


ROCHDALE Hornets and 
Huddersfield were yesterday 
fined El.000 each, with half 
suspended for a year, after a 
brawl during their second 
division match on March 3. 
The dubs were also severely 
reprimanded by the Rugby 
Football League after the in¬ 
quiry in Leeds noted that 
substitutes had left the bench 
to join the flare-up. 

The league's board of direc¬ 
tors ordered the dubs to deal 
with the matter internally. 
They also referred the Hud¬ 
dersfield forward. Gaiy Se¬ 
nior, who is already serving a 
four-match ban for his dis¬ 
missal against London Cru¬ 
saders, to the disdplinaiy 
committee on April I for foul 
play. 

Stuart Cummings, the refer¬ 
ee. dismissed Karl Marriott, of 
Rochdale, and Huddersfield's 
Jason Fogerty. after the brawl. 

In a separate hearing. 
Feaiherstone Rovers, who are 
bound for the first division 
nexi season, and Oldham, 
who are hopeful of promotion, 
were each fined E500, with 
half suspended forayear. after 

a brawl ten days ago. Brendon 

Tuuta, of Featherstone, who 
appeals against his six-match 
ban tomorrow-, and Oldham's 


Tiny Solomona. who was sus¬ 
pended for four games, were 
sent-off for their part in the 
incident 

The former England and 
Orrell rugby union wing. 
Nigel HesEop. playing his 
third game for Oldham since 
switching codes, will miss the 
rest of the season after his jaw 
was broken in the melee. 

Wigan, seeking their sixth 
Wembley final appearance in 
successive years, will be near to 
full strength for the Silk Cut 
challenge cup semi-Bn al 
against Bradford Northern at 
EUand Road on Saturday. 
Dean Bell, their captain. Steve 
Hampson. Kelvin Skerrett 
Fra no Borica, Joe Lydon and 
Sam Panapa, a substitute, are 
fit again after injury. 

Martin Offiah, a surprise 
omission from the Great Brit¬ 
ain squad, occupies his usual 
position on the left wing. The 
only absentee will be the 
forward. Billy McGinty. who 
injured his knee in last week's 
23-16 league defeat at 
Bradford. 

“It's as good a side as I could 
hope to field at this time of the 
season.” said John Monie. the 
coach of Wigan, who have 
won the cup for the last five 
years. 


da in 1989. there were many 
who regretted it 

It has been suggested that 
the Amateur Rowing Associ¬ 
ation should have given him 
more encouragement to stay, 
but Britain's loss was Cana¬ 
da's gain. Even Spracklen's 
more outgoing rival. Mahon, 
concedes; “Mike has brought 
Canadian rowing from noth¬ 
ing to everything’’. Part of that 
everything was a gold medal 
in the 1992 Olympic Games 
for his eight, which included 
the man who win be die 
Oxford No. 5 on Saturday, 
Bruce Robertson. 

Mahon is no stranger to 
success. His reputation was 


Lara hits 
114 in 
easy win 

BRIAN Lara, the West 
Indies opener, hit a fine 
century to lead his side to a 
comfortable four-wicket 
victory in the first one-day 
cricket international 
against Pakistan in Kings¬ 
ton, Jamaica on Tuesday. 

Lara, 23, who scored his 
114 off only 117 balls and 
hit one six and 11 fours, 
was later made man of the 
match. West Indies 
coasted to victory with six 
overs to spare after re¬ 
stricting Pakistan to 223 
for six in their 50 overs. 

After Desmond Haynes 
was dismissed for 21. Lara 
seized the initiative in an 
80-ran second-wicket part¬ 
nership with Phil 
Simmons. When Simmons 
was bowled by Mushtaq 
Ahmed, the leg spinner, 
for 28, Lara was joined in a 
79-run partnership by 
Richie Richardson, the 
captain, who was eventual¬ 
ly yorked by Wasim Akram 
for 17. 

Lata was fourth out four 
runs later when he was 
bowled attempting to 
sweep the left-arm spin of 
AamirSohail. 

Earlier, Sohafl and 
Inzamam-ul-Haq scored 
half-centuries for Paki¬ 
stan. 


made when his New Zealand 
eight won gold at the world 
championships in 1982 and 
1983. Peter Irvine, a member 
of the New Zealand rowing 
hierarchy at the time, is coach¬ 
ing at St Edward’s School, 
Oxford. Irvine remembers 
Mahon as “a great motivator”, 
and talking to some of his 
present charges, the same 
message is received. 

Mahon’s globe-trotting has 
taken him to Switzerland, 
where he is chief national 
coach. Spracklen leaves Cana¬ 
da this month for a new squad 
coaching post in the United 
States, but both are preoccu¬ 
pied with Saturday’s race. * > 


This may be his first Boat 
Race, but Mahon seems well 
able to handle all the hype 
which attends it “I am used to 
travelling around and coach¬ 
ing for the odd fortnight, for 
me it is just enjoyable.” he 
said. He has been coming to 
this country at intervals to see 
Cambridge in the last. few 
months. “It has been nice to 
see foe progress they have 
made while I was away.” 

Spracklen has made no such 
visits but both men are aware 
that they are inheriting crews 
moulded by others. At Oxford, 
Steve Royle is officially director 
of rowing, but frequently has a 

megaphone in his hand. 

He fiist became involved 
with Oxford in 1977 and 
coached his first Blue Boat in 
1979. He took over as rowing 
director in 1987 and, during 
Oxford's ran of 16 wins from 
17 races, ' Rcgfe has been 


involved in all bar one.Tbe 
1992 Boat Race was supposed 
to be his last “I have got to 
earn some money," he said 
then, but he is still bringing an 
almost professorial approach, 
to bear- His head coach for 
four of the past five years has 
been foe . ebullient . Pat 
Sweeney, an international, 
multi-medal winning .cox¬ 
swain to Redgrave among 
others. 

Cambridge rely.on younger 
men — John Wilson. Sean 
Bowden and the Bulgarian. 
Vladimir Bachev— for every¬ 
day control Wilson learnt his. 
trade in Rayje’s Oxford camp 
untQ 1991. He tends to be foe 
quia spokesman. Bowden, 
who is foe national coach for 
the Great Britain lightweights, 
does much of foe weekly 
coaching. 

TOOATS OUTINGS: OKfcmfc Mam'and 
. 1.30pm (unpfa's rehoaraaf). Cm rbridge? 
-flam andlpfivfuupWa 


FOOTBALL 


Officials launch campaign 
to improve conditions 


LEADING referees and lines¬ 
men yesterday launched a 
campaign to repair morale. 
The officials who control Pre¬ 
mier League and Football 
League matches want a better 
deal and have produced a 14- 
page discussion document list¬ 
ing their main problems. 

The document was drawn 
up by the dumsfly-named 
Association of Premier League 
and Football League Referees 
and Linesmen, whose presi¬ 
dent, John Deakin, launched 
it in London yesterday. 

Deakin said: “Our aim is to 
enhance foe status of match 
officials within the top profes¬ 
sional game and hope that will 
have a knock-on effect al all 
levels. 

“Morale among foe associa¬ 
tion's 800 members has never 
been lower since I joined in 
1977 and this represents foe 
launch of a campaign for a 
better deal for referees and 
linesmen. The association be¬ 
lieves it is time for referees and 
linesmen to make their views 
heard." 

The document deals with six 
main issues: measurement of 
performance, physical fitness, 
education and training, man¬ 
power planning, conditions of 
service and funding The ar- 


By a Correspondent 

eas of greatest concern indude 
marking and assessment sys¬ 
tems and remuneration. 

Referees complain that they 
are not notified of their match 
performance markings made 
by dub managers. They want 
a return to foe old-style system 
of independent assessors for 
every match. 

Referees earn £165 per Pre¬ 
mier League match and £130 
for a Football League game— 
well below the German level of 
£ 1,000 per game. 

“We accept that simply 
earning more will not make 
referees better, but we still 
believe we are among the poor 
relations of Europe," Deakin 
added. 

The association says that 
referees receive £833 per hour 
and linesmen E3.88 per hour. 
But Deakin denied that foe 
document, entitled Decision 
Time, is simply aimed at 
increasing pay. 

He said: “It is not purely 
about remuneration. It raises 
a number of issues designed to 
improve the quality of match 
control.” 

Copies of foe document 
have been sent to all associ¬ 
ation members, the National 
Review Board for Referees 
and Linesmen, the Profession¬ 


al Footballers' Association and 
foe Institute of FootimD Man-' 
agement and Administration. 

Officials of foe association 
hope a new deal can be intro¬ 
duced to stop foe trickle of 
officials leaving the game be¬ 
coming a flood. 

□ Xavier Gravdaine will play 
alongside Jean-Pierre Papin 
in France’s forward line for 
foe World Cup group six 
match against Austria in Vien¬ 
na on Saturday. Gravdaine. 
who plays in midfield for bis 
dub, Caen, is the subject of 
transfer speculation linking 
him-to Olympique Marseille 
and Paris Saint-Germain. 

Gerard Houllier, the 
French coach, has decided to 
move the French league's top 
scorer forward in foe absence 
of Eric Cantona, the 
Manchester United striker, 
who is suspended for the 
match, 

Papin (bruised arm) and 
Franck Sauasee (Achilles ten¬ 
don) both missed training 
earlier this week, but are 
expected to take their places in 
the French line-up. Houllier. 
will employ the format used in 
the 4-0 win in Israel last 
month, with Eric Le Guen 
playing in front of a four-man j 


CARL Hester, a member of: Britain's 1992 
dressage w completed a dean sweep atfoe selection 
trialfaf Addington Manor in Boc k i nghain^ iirey^terday 
when hr^m^ grand prixon Gtorgtonetfetuv^^^iJ 
writes). Hester, who relegated last year’s winner. Em3e 
S on Virtu, tosecottdptece. 
also with Giorgione, and foe Pnx_St Gerais 
Lntemfediafre I with the East Gennaifcbred. ijmmatBoih 
horses are owned by his employer and trainer. Dr Wilfrid 

yesterd^vras92I-BnufeandVfrt^ oneof 
foe most attractive partn e rships, totalled 905 and Garol 
Parsons, who was third on her much-improved Olympic 
horse, Vasftka, had 883 points. . • . , 

Addington Manor is to host its first international 
dressage event from June 18 to June 20. Riders dtoti 
Germany, Holland, France and Belgium have accepted to 
comnete at foe new CDA (Concours Dressage d’Aiube or 
friendly international 1 ) which is being supported tyPSL foe 
German-based Performance Sales International • . 

Roundhegians in dock 

RUGBY UNION: Roundhe^ans, the Leeds4»ased dub 
which plays in North East division one of foe Cou rage Clo ps 
Cham pion ship , has been deducted 12 points over irregular¬ 
ities ?n a natch-report card. Two points were deducted for 
fielding unregistered players in the opening game against 


showed different nameS to those of foe unregistered pair. ~ 
Sandal who bavesigned Bryan Bailey, foe former England. 
centre from Wakefield, have bon reinstated into the 
Hemefaen Yorkshire Cop and meet the holders. Otieyi in foe 
: quarter- finals oil April 6 because Middlesbrough, who beat- 
them in the second round, fielded an inefipble player? ■ • 

Ashley’s decision day 

BOXING: drawfoni Ashley, of Leeds, must decide today - 
whether he will meet Michael Nunn in Memphis on April 
23 for-foe WBA tight4teayyweightchampionship. 
"‘Crawford originally foul 48 hours, now ifs down to 24*." 
Barney Eastwood, his manager, said yesterday. . Ashley, 
despite campaigning in a higher division, has received a 
surprise offer to race Nunn, foe soper-middfewdght t 
champion. Henry 'Wharton.foe British and Cpinmpnwealth ' 
super-middleweight champion, faces a substitute opponent 
Tim Johnson, at Leeds Town Hall on April _7, hoping to 
maintain wodd title ambitions. Wharton was to have met 
another American. Troy Watson.. r 

Aamodt’s treble chance 


will be seeking his thud successive race victory and his fast. 
in a downhill at Are, Sweden, today, in d stoiinmgfiule to 
foe men'sWorld Cup season. Aamodt is inirresistible form, 
thoughit would be an outstawfingfeat fortfaeNorwegian to 
overhaul Marc GirardeBi. of Luxembo u rg , at foe top of the 
overall standings in foe last four races-in Are: Aamodt won 
two races in Norway earlier this week to cut foe deficit. 
G hardHli, who feads hy236 points, has an inflamed tendon 
in his left kneenfter-a crash in Spain. Katja Seizinger, of 
Germany, chases the Austrian leader, AmidWachter.ior foe 
women’s overall titte imfoe last downfaiB of theiseason.' 

McCroiy injures back - 

BOXING. Glenn McCrory, the former International Boring 
Federation cnuserweightdranipioii. has been fenced fo pull 
out of his boot at Bethnal Great on Wednesday. McCrary, 
whose last contest in Britain ended in a second round 
knockoufby Lennox Lewis 18 months ago, injured his back 
in sparring yesterday. McCrory is hoping to challenge Carl 
Thompson for the Britirii title later flris year and Thompson 
now tops foe bill on foe Frank Maloney pronrotion m a ten- 
round bout against Steve John Harvey, of Oregon, who has 
war 12 and tost eight of his 20 contests. .Oil foe same biU, 
Adrian Dodson makes his professional debut against Chris 
Mukahy. 

Injuries worry Dampier 

ICE HOCKEY: Britain sail into uncharted waters today in 
Pool B erf foe wodd championships in Eindhoven. It is more 
than 20 years since foe national team has competed at such 
' a lewd and a finish in the top two would qualify Britain for a 
play-off looking for a place in the Winter Olympics next 
year. More realistically, foe coach. Aide Dampier. sees Ins 
primary objective as consolidating the team’s place in Pool 
B. There are doubts over several players, however, including 
foe captain, Chris KeOand.who returned last weekend after 
a five-week absence through injury, and Tim Cranston, who 
has not played a league- match since bis release by Durham 
Wasps mtiovember. 

Prabhakar left out 

CRICKET: India have omitted their all rounder, Manoj 
Prabhakar. from the final one-day international against 
Zimbabwe in Pune today. Prabhakar, a key member of the 

squad, gives way to foe opening batsman. Woofkeri Raman. 

Ajav Shanna is given one more chance to impress at tire 
end of a hard international season in which there was a 
re marka ble turnaround in India’s fortunes. After a 
disastrous tour of South Africa, Mohammad Azharuddin’s 
mjen returned home to beat England 3-0 in the Test series. 
The grounder, Cec Pepper, once described by Sir Colin 
Cowdrqr as “foe greatest cricketer never to be canned by 
Australia", has died in DtUeborough, near Rochdale, at 75. 


WAY 

IN FRONT 


If it's u test drive you’re after, then call 
0800 777 555* for your nearest Toyota dealer and 
find out uhv the car in front is a Toyota. 

THE NEW CARINA E. 

FROM £10,399’ 



THE CAR IN FRONT IS A C2> TOYOTA 


' KC. M,T BUI WCtUSME OF Df LIVERY CHARGE OF £370IWC. VATJ. HUMBER PLATES AM> 
RQAD FUO LICENCE. 'THE TOYOTA SFRVtff C OPERATED ON BEHALF OF TOYOTA (Oft UD. 


Encouraging success for Argentinian 


AUSTRIA 


By Our Sports Staff 


A YEAR after breaking an 
ankle, Patricia Tarabini, of 
Argentina, beat the fifth seed, 
Manuela Maleeva-Fragniere, 
of Switzerland, by 6-3. 6 -1 in 
the first round of the Virginia 
Slims of Houston tennis tour¬ 
nament yesterday. 

Tarabini. who was injured 
while competing in foe quali¬ 
fying competition in the same 
tournament last year, took foil 
advantage of her opponent's 
lad: of match experience on 
day. 

It has been a hard road back 
for Tarabini. who as a 20- 
year-old in 1983 brake into 
foe top thirty, before her career 
was interrupted when she fell 
during a a third-round match 
at Aix-en-Provence and need¬ 
ed ankle surgery. 

Two more operations and a 
car accident followed, but . 
Tarabini, whose ranking has 


dropped to 143. has shown 
she is determined to get back 
among the ranks of foe lead¬ 
ing players. 

She had to win three quali¬ 
fying marches in Houston to 
reach foe first round. “I dont 
like to [day qualifying rounds, 
but if you win. they give you a 
lot of confidence." Tarabini 
said. 

Maleeva-Fragniere. who 
had not played on clay since 
losing in the third round of foe 
French Open last May, said-' 
"Maybe if I had had a less 
good opponent I might have 
got through. Patrida is a great 
day-court player." 

Tarabini broke service twice 
to take a 4-0 lead in foe first set 
as Mateeva-Fragnfere won 
only five points in the four 
games. Tarabini a gain surged 
to a 4-1 lead in the second s& 
surd despite a broken string in 


her racket hit a crisp, winning 
volley on match pomt. 

Tarabini also beat Maleeva- 
Fragniere on day in 1988.but 
the Swiss player won their last 
meeting, at the 1990 French 
Open, also in three sets. 

Joe Dune was among the 
first-round losers, while in foe 
only other match involving a 
seeded player, Katerina 
Maleeva needed three sets to 
dispose of Karin Kschwendt 
by 6-3.2-6.6-3. 

□ Total prize-money at this 
year’s French Open will be 
more than $ 8.1 million, an 
increase of nine per cent, it 
was announced yesterday. 
The winner of foe men’s 
singles on June 6 will collect a 
cheque for $522,500, the 
women's champion receiving 
$486,000. 

□ The Olympic gold-medal 
wanner. Mark Rosser, yester¬ 


day expressed his concern 
about Calcutta's heat and 
humidify as foe Swiss team 
prepared for their Davis Cup 
world group first-round tie 
against India, which starts 
tomorrow. 

“In Davis Cup, ranking 
does not always matter much. 
What matters is..the home 
advantage and other factors 
like the weather" Rosset said. 
"India will obviously be 
spurred on by the home 
crowd, while we will get killed 
by the humidify. T definitely 
vrouki have preferred to play 
in Switzerland and oh day." 

Rosset ranked 26th in tire 
world.'and Jacob Hlasek. 
ranked 33rd. face Leantier 
Paes and Ramesh Krishnan, 
both ranked in the 200 s, in 
both foe singles matches and 
doubles tie on grass courts ai 
foe South Club. . 
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6J» Business Breakfast (92800) 7.00 Breakfast 
News (75822854? ... 

9.05 KBray. Topical studio discussion (sj (5902477) 
9-45 Rom .King. Game.ehCW (s) [4298106) 

10JJ0 News (Ceefax), regional news and weather' 

,_(759^ 79) IMS Pfaydaya fe) (79213Q9) 

10JO Good Morning..; wtihAima and Nick Weekday 
magazine series (s) (56588496) - . 

12.15 Pebble UHL Among Judy Spiers's nnw re fe .Mb 
' Holland (s) (6226380) 12^5 Regional Nun and 

weatfier. (29545019) 

150 One O'clock News with PhMp Hayfori. (Ceefad 
W^W(49699) -U0 Neighbours. (C*S^ 

1-50 FHm: Between Prtends (1983) starring Elizabeth 
Taylor end Card Burnett. A dlckTVmovte about two 
middle-aged cftvorce^s who become 1km friends 
despite hMig different outlooks on He. Directed by 
Lou Antonio. (Ceefax) (52088458) 

3^5 Gerald o( -Wdw. Max Boyce narrates 4Ws 
animation about the ate of the latvcerany 
churchman (9738187) 

3^0 Rupert Rupert and the Black Imp ft) (2454125) 

3-55 RfeMnond Maureen’s Masto-ft-Gnuns. The 
12th of a 13-part musical series (8636458) 4.10- 
TTw New Yogi Bear Straw (r) (1461380) 420 
Dfzzy Heights. Comedy series set in a chaotic 
seaside hotel (9021748)4-45 Haroun and tire Sea 
of Stories. Art Malik with the fourth of Salman 
Rushdie’s flvB-part children's story (s) (3637125) 
6-00 Newsround (1266748) 5.05 Blue Peter. Includes 
details of the 1993 Fun Run. (Ceefax) (si (8290729) 

5- 35 Neighbours (r). (Ceefax) (s) (584019). Northern 

Ireland:.inside Ulster 

6- 00 Six O’clock Nows with Anna Ford and Andrew 

Harvey. (Ceefax) Weather (Q35) 

6- 30 Regional News magazines (187). Northern 

Ireland: Neighbours • ~ 

7 - 00 Top of the Pops (s) (2309) 

7.30 EastEndera. (Ceefax) (899) 



Mythical creature? a Komodo Dragon (8.00pm) 

8.00 WHdfito On One: Enter the Dragons. David 
Attenborough goes in search of possible claimants 
to the mythical dragon and plumps for the Komodo 
Dragon, a monitor Rzard living on theSunda islands 
of Indonesia (r)- (Ceefak) (s) (8729) 

8-30 Side By Side. Comedy sales staring Gareth Hunt 
and Louse Rix as disparate neighbours. (Cedfax) 
(s) (9944) • 

9.00 Nine O’clock News with Martyn Lewis. {Ceefax) 
Regional news and weather (7962) 

9.30 Crtmowatch FBe. A reconstruction of the poSce 
hunt for the rapist and letter of three young women 
between December 1985 and-May. 1986 (r)- 
(Ceefax) (277477) - J -V' _‘ 

10.25 Question Time. Peter Sssons's guests are-Daiid 
Starioey.professorofffTtematronalhfetDryattfteL^; 
Moira Constable, chief executive of the - Rural 
Housing. Trust Paufhe Green, MEP, and Kannelfv 
Baker, MP (207926). Northern Ireland: SpotUght 
1055 Question Time *, 

1125 Law and Order. American: crime .series (s) 
(201962) Northern lreland.11.55-ia.40am Lavvand 
Order 12.15am Weathar (6384794). Ends at 1Z20 
2.15-2.45 BBC Select Executive Hustoww. CUb. 
Scrambled (93775) 3.00-4.00 RCN Vfarsteg 
Update (T2775) V" 


MS Open Unhwstty: Understanding Space arid Time 
— Relativity (4043458) 7.10 Maths Modelling; Seat 
Belts (3544496) 7.35 Materials in Action: Phase 


BJ» Breakfast News (3108632) 

: 8,15 Westminster (4351274) 

9.00. Daytime On Two. Educational programmes 
.. IncAidlng, ter children, 9A5 You mid Me (4296748) 
. 120 The Adventures of Spot (33427962) 1.25 
Brum (87766767)1 ^5 Anymne Tales (86466458) 
2JM News (Ceefax) and weather followed tv You and 
' Me (r) (23055729) 2.15 Advice Shop, Last in the 





3.00 News (Ceefax) and weather (3593816) followed by 
Westminster Live (5C271S7) 3-50 News (Ceefex), 
retponal news and wearier (2032477) 

4JJ0 RBm: One Touch of Venus (1948, tufa) storing 
' Ava Gardner and Robert Walter. Fantesycomedy 
about a young man. who has d crush an a 
department store's statuaof Verm, When he piucks 
up courage and kisses it. the status comes to Ufa' 
Directed by WaBarn A- Setor (9661 81 6) . 

SJ20 Holiday Outings- Two weekend breaks b Brighton 


Onto 0= Gmy.Webster,.George Cote (ITV,820pm) 

Minder- A Taste of Money 
17V, 830pm 


The question for Arthur Daley fans icmight L 
the show can flourish away from its usual pa 


is whether 


&3DIMH They Ever Laam? a look at the problem of 
truancy. (Htetahown on BEKLNoanX584)' . 

6.00 Rim: Smite Fe-Passage (1955) starring John 
Payne. Standard .-western about a guide taking a 
cargo of guns and ahmunifich -through hostfle 
Indian country. Directed by WtiBarh Witney (18380). 
Wales: Japanese ; l-anguaga and People fij30 
.Making Time TJX Advice Shop 
7.30 First Sight Doctor or Dealer. Afison -HoR 
■ investigates the controversy suraunding the 
treatment rtcfaig addicts by prescribing hard drags 
(941). Wales: Barking Mad; East: Matter of Fact; 
Midlands: Midlands Report; North, North-east, 
North-west: Close Lip North; South: Southern Eye; 
South-west Close Up; West: Close Up West 
BUM The Snow Show. Muriel 'Grey srisrte Avoriaz, 
France, and "Aspen, Colorado (9699) 

830 Top Gear. , indudes road teats on the Jeep 
Cherokee and Ford Explorer (s) <8106) 

9-00 French and Saunders. Dawn and Jennifer pay 
. their tribute to The House of fiitoff. (Ceetax) (s) 
(8564) 


ham the Winchester dub and the lugubrious Dave, 
the villains with the extraordinary names and the 
permanently exasperated cops. For Arthur is off to 
Australia, to daim the inheritance of great-unde 
Joshua. But all is wdl for William Ivory's scrip t goes 

but the dialogue fcsfgopd it hani^iramers/Stofira 
ten minutes alone contain enough gems to keep most 
West End comedies going for an evening. George 
Cole’s performance is. of course, classic but Minders 
freshness and longevity is just as much due to the 
continued high quality of the writing. 

A Labour of Love: Bomhs at Bedtime 
BBC2.930pm 

Sieve Humphries’s superb social history series 
recounts the experiences of ordinary people murine the 
second world war. The newsreels proclaimed an 
upbeat message buz the reality of wmty life was 
division and danger. Chfldren were evacuated, fathers 
went off to join, me forces and niehtiy bombing raids 
set off fear and panic. Although this was not officially 
admitted at the time, thousands of people trekked out 
of the dries to escape the bombs. A Labour of Love is 
ostensibly abort bringing up children, though its 
heroines are the mothers. In wartime, even more than 
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HaUoway gives a an 




Off to wan a lather's fond farewell (9-30pm) 


- 9-30 A Labour of Love. (Ceefax) See Choice (154187) 

10.10 The Staggering .Stories of FenBnand De 
.^Bargos. Surreal comedy aeries (455835) 

1030 NewmrigM with Jeremy Paxman (293835) 
II.ISTbe Late Show. Arts and media magazine (s) 
. (344293) 114»5 Weather (604990) 

12j 00 Jurapcuts. A preview of the weekend's Open 
' University' programmes (10 6551(9 
12 . 05 am Doctors’ Diagnoses. How computers can help 
doctors (2979249). Ends at X2J3S 


VSdeorW^tteVUwAvCMlcs _ 

Hie nunhess cadi TV programme Isfing an VWeo PkaCodt**' 
iixitMc, whicti a&w you Hi programme you 1 *kJec teotsutr kwmny 
u^tVUeoNttt.^riaridHC VWeoPlus* an be used with most ndeos. 
Tup in the VWeo-flaCade for Tt» uwjua i w ie you nfch d raoonL for 
finon dmds a* VWbqPIim on 0839 iztJMjraas charged at 4Bp pr 
n*nn» peuk. 36p orfjca'>jorv*ii8? wVi*ort»*. Acoatcx t«L stray 
HOmHnAinWhirt tendon SWTi 3TN. Vkj«**j 5+ (""J, FluHodt 
r"t «nd VUee Progannar ae nadmadB «rf e*msarMartMng Ud. 
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!TV LOMDON 


6.00 GMTV writ Mrchael IMJson, Eamorm Holmes and 
Lmame Kelly (8521038) 

92S Jeopardy! Back-l o front quiz game show 
(3458903) 935 London Today (THetexl) and 
weather (7907729) 

10.00 The Time... The Place... (1526854) 

1035 This Morning Weekday magazine presented by 
Judy Finragan and ftchad Madetey (s) (48417534) 

12.10 The RldcHera. Intents' entertainment (5708361) 
12-30 Lunchtime News with Nicholas Owen and Sonia 
Ruseier. /TefefeM) Weather (4830293) 1.05 London 
Today (Tetetext) and weather (57035125) 

1.15 Home and Away. Australian family drama. 
(Tetetext) (958274) 1.45 A Country Practice. 
Medical drama (s) (957545) 

2-15 The View. Lcyd Grossman with more viewers' 
comments on television programmes and people 
(972854) 2-45 Take the High Road. HtghtetnQs- 
based drama serial Of 73941) 

3.10 News headfines 0504922) 3.15 London Today 

(Teletaw) and weather (3503293) 320 

Blockbuslers. Teenagers' general knowledge 
quiz, presented by Bob Hotness (s) (9748564) 

3^0 Where's Wally? (3780090) 4.15 Rolfs C artoon 
Chris. FtoH Harris's animated senes (rj (507^9) 

4-45 Tiny Toon Adventures (3892729) 

5.10 Homs and Away (r). (Tetetaxt) (fi217496) 

5-40 Early Everting News with John Suchet (Tetetext) 
Weather (110583) 

6.00 London Tonight presented by Alastair Stewart and 
Fiona Foster. Trie evening's guests incJude wrestler 
Hulk Hogan. (Tetetext) (33477) 




m around 1998 


Settling Etc Stan Richards as Seth (7.00pm) 

7joO Emrnerdate. Nick andArchfe find Seth an annoying 
guest (Tetetext) (7477) 

730 3D pr^ented by Julia Somervilfe. Includes a look at 
how police are trained to cope with a full-scale riot 
(767) 

8.00 The Kit The Price of Fame. WPC Page goes 
underground to rnvesUgaie a scam (6125) 

8.30 Minder: A Taste of Money. (Teletext) See Choice 
(81670) 

9.30 Disguises: Escape From Bosnia. See Choice 
(38922) 

KLOONews at Ten with Trevor McDonald. (Tetetext) 
Weather (91903) 10.30 London Tonight (Teletext) 
and weather (450421) 

10A0 Big City. A guide to London's entertainments scene 
(S) (572854) 

11.15 FHm: That Sinking Feeflng (1979) starring Robert 
Buchanan and John Hughes. Comedy by Gregory’s 
Girt director Bffl Forsyth about a group of jack-the- 
tads who steal a consignment of stainless steel 
sinks and have trouble getting rid of them (243361) 

12J»5am The Twilight Zone: Paladin of the Lost Hour. 
A tale of the supernatural, starting Danny Kaye 
(8124572) 

1.30 HoBywood Report Stxtwbusmess gossip (66220) 

ZjOO America’s Top Ten (s) (95713) 

230 Donahue. PhU Donahue chairs a discussion on 
couples who are happily married but stiH darte other 
people ( 22626 ) 

3.30 Alfred Hitchcock Presenter fn the Driver's Seat 

A murder mystery (r) (65572) 

4JD0 Entertainment UK. Leisure-time guide (r) (58065) 

5.00 Riviera- French drama serial (60464) 

530ITN Morning News with Tim Neilson (31317) 


CHANNEL 4 


530 Sesame Street Early-laaming senes (r) (6958699) 

6-45 Dennis. Ammated adventures of a mischievous 
youngster (i) (9032645) 

7,00 The Big Breakfast presented by Chris Evans and 
Gaby RosJin (22922) 

9 You Bet Your Life. American game show hosted by 
Bill Cosby (s) (86980) 

930 Schools (691835) 

12JOO The ParHament Programme Anne Perions wfth a 
round-up of news from bcrii houses (98816) 

1230 Sesame Street Pre-school leamir^; series (51564) 
130 Chicken Minute. Children's puppet series (r) (s) 
(55699; 

2.00 Fbod File Indudes s check on hygiene standards 
in a Normandy food market (r). (Tetetext; /S) (4903) 
230 Channel 4 Racing From Doncaster. Uve action 
from the first day of the turf flat season Brough 
Scott introduces coverage of the Philip Comes 
Brockiestry Stakes (230). l he Racelorm Update 
Handicap Slakes (3 05). the Doncaster Mile (3 35) 
and the Forte Lacfies Only Handicap Stakes (4.05) 
(37835) 

430 Countdown Richard Whtt&ey presents the words 
_ and numbers game. (Tetelaxl) (s) (360) 

5.00 The Opnth WInfray Show. The guests are unsung 
heroes and heroines who helped others without 
flunking of fhemseJves. (Teletext) (s) (7788403) 
5J5Q The Magic Roundabout Classic children's senes. 

narrated by Nigel Planer (r) (619545) 

630 The Word — Access All Areas, includes 
interviews with Bob Holness and Halle Berry (s; 
• (545) • 

630 Gamesmastsr. The last m the computer end video 
games, series. The guests are hockey international 
Sean Kerfy and ice hockey star'Kevin Conway (125) 
7.00 Channel 4 News with Jon Snow and Zeinab 
Bad am. (Teletext) (529854) 

730 Comment Angus Cnchton-Miller on why Britain 
should adopt Central European Time (1 65854; 

830 The Com per Queen. A profile of prolific enterer of 
competitions, Rita Smalltown (r ) (4787) 

830 The Secret Life Of ...The Office presented by 
Tim Hunkin. (Teletext) (3274) 



Illuminating appraisal: Mary Gold ring (930pm) 

9.00 The Goldring Audit Electricity. (Teletext) See 
Choice (4854) 

1030Drop the Dead Donkey. In advance of Channel 4's 
- G/rrvne Shelter season, a repeat of the episode ot 
the comedy in wtveh Damien Bves rough for a week 
to team for himself what Hfe is fike Tor London's 
down-and-outs. Starring Stephen Tompklnson (s) 
(99545) 

1030 Harry Enfield's Guide to the Opera. The 
ti^ithearted look at the world of opera this week 
finds Harry soaking up the atmosphere in Italy (s) 
(574212) 

11.05 The Avengers (Ww). Vintage spoof secret agent 
adventures slamng Patrick Macnee and Honor 
Blackman (108038) 

12.10am Dispatches. A repeat of test night's programme 
on Aids in Africa (5037317) 

1.10 The Dick Powell Theatre: Special Asslgment 

Drama about a dying multi-millionaire who hires a 
lawyer to see if the pMple he has left money to in his 
wffl really love him. Starring June Aflyson, Jackie 
Cooper, Mickey Rooney and Barbara Stanwyck 
(8146794). Ends at 2.10 


VARIATIONS 


ANGLIA 

Mm London vaxpt &2KLS0 The Ytemn 
Doom (8748564) S.lfrMO BBy (0217498) 
&09 Home and Away (907212) &3B-7M 
Anglia Nswn (849835)10-40 AngBaTonpht 
(SS212) 11.10 WteMrate (349748) 11.50 
Pflaorar Cel Btock H (8W108) 12J5 Coach 
(6390355) UM Wresting (1407317) 1.45 
Fnu a« cl» Vto (2S50Z6) SJOAmartMla 
Top' Ton (7476268) 4JS Nta Bltta 
(85234133) 4.15 Belly Boo p9B7B42^ 4S0 
Fftmia (36B6Z) 5X04SU90 JobfMsr (B0464) 

BORDER 

As(jondon40iBa(iC2-45-3.10WUWtorklo( 

me East (9173941) &204J0 The Youig 
Dooms (9748564) &00 Lookaround (903) 
UO-TjOQ BOCkbustere P831 1040 WCSt- 
irtfBSr FBe (53521) 11.10 Waorw. Wf 
Btock ht (446090) 12-05 Mgcri Mansis 
MyCar 93 {2966775) 1235 Coach 
(S3903S) IrtS Wresting (1407317) 1-48 
film: flue do VDe (26562® 330 (Smote 
Top Ten (7478368) 4J* N» flies 


ert Amoy &r72\S)SJ&7JX Cortot r*&n 
(982903) 10-W -ltanted-.w*h Chfttran 
(535212) TI.IO Ist NBrt (3168CK? .1140 
The Equaloer (3ZK93) izao Conch 
(19007) IjOO HoOywood Ftoport (3353794) 
'136 TheUttte fVftxa 9xnv (30O8COO) 2rt0 
Otenw, 'Onana, Cinema (74220) UO 
Amends Top Tan 15895882? 3-35 Row 
Power (5804510) US MCndK (7200248) 
5^0-530 Asian Eye (2576201) 

HTV WEST ' 

As London nGeph1-4Srt,lSBtocMxshni 
-(857645) SJ(K3-50 Tha Young Doctors 
|97486fr9 6JXJ HIV Nn» (SOS) A30-7-D0 
Youfe the Bow (583) 10-40 The WeslTOs 
weakCI781B7)11J®RTVW0oKBntlOuilock 
008008) 1140 Prisoner Ca« Btock H 
(618800) 12rtff . Coach (B38035B) 1J» 
MMdna (1407317) 1-45 Parc Bt» de WBe 


Riviera (36063 StfMrtOOotfrefcr (SM64) 

CENTRAL 

As London wcspti-IS A Country Pracoce 

(968274) 1AH.15 Home and (woj 
(057545] 3rith3M<3PW48S&() 5.10*40 
Short story Theare (B217496) 6.00 Home 


4.05 MO BBbS (85234133) 4,18 Belly Boo 
(19876423) 4JSQ RMara (35802) S004U0 
Jobfinde* (80464) 

HTV WALES . 

Ae H7V West escape AOO Watea at Six 
630 -tod The FteBSy HdpM ProoremmB 
7-30-ano Get Wet w.m A Sloe ol Lite 
1125 Waakand Ahead 1140 WUk end 
Westminster 12.10-1.05 Prisoner Od Btock 
H 

meridian 

As London ajeesja: SrtOOSQ The Youna 
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Doctors 07748584) 600 Moncton TortgW 
(903) 631-7JX) Grass Roots p83) 1040 
The Pier (572854) 1U0 Prisoner. Cel Bode 
H (442274) 12.1S War ol the Worlds 
(490581) 1.15-131 The Tw*tyx Zone 
(108S25A 6 j 00«3> Freescreen ^0464) 

TYNE TEES - 

As London except: X20-3-50 The VOurtg 
Doctors ®748564) 600 Tyne Tees Today 
(003) 8307.00. Btocttuatera (583) 1040 
Pullt in WrttinB (535212)11.10 Prisoner Ce« 
Btock H (446090) 1235 Fin: Ckcw of 
Herrera (820Z1Q) 13> America's Top Ten 
(2B22133) 23) Cinema. Onema. Ctneme 
(2177881) 230 Hm: TWto Beds (443572) 
425*30 JobOnder (9209133)- . 

ULSTER 

Am London escape &0D7JW UTV Ua at 
Six (33477) 1040 Counterpoint (535212) 
11.10 film: Damien — Omen U (471629) 
1 J)5 Wresting (68297B4) 145 FttncBtoe da 
Vila (086007) 340 America's Top Ten 
(7478208) <UW NUB BfcK (BS2341S3J 4.13 
Bffliy Boo (10076423) 440 RMem (35B82) 
3L0O&3O Jobflnder (60464) 

WESTCOUNTRY 

As Loodon except: 145-2.15 Qbckhueters 
(967545) 3^0330 A Courtly PraeSce 
(B74rea4) 6-00-7-00 WssKounsy Ura 
(33477) 1040 Commando (S35212) 11.10 
Prisoner CoB BSock H (446000) 1210 
Ossstef Chonkriw (4387171) 1235 Coach 


(8390355) 1.05 Wraslfrifl (1407317) 
145 film: Blue de V*e (266620) X30 
America's Top Ton (74782B8) 4J05 Nte Bites 
(85234133) 4.13 EMty Boo (19676423) 4J0 
HMara (35002) 54»0-SJ0 JobAndtr (60484) 

YORKSHIRE 

Ae London w eep *- 340-260 The Young 
Doctors (9748564) 5-55 Calendar (502767) 
6307.00 Btockburters (583) 1040 B* V 
P3521Z) 11.10 Prisoner. Cel Btock H 
(446090) 12-05 film: Circus ol Honors 
0331213)140 AmeriasTs Top Ten (8622133) 
220 Onema. Cteeme. Onema (2177BB1) 
220 Film: Twin Beds (443572) 425-630 
JobAnder (9209133) 

S4C 

StetK 7joo The flg Breektaet (22922) 600 
.You Bet You Lite fflCBBO) 820 YsgoSon 
(691835) 1220 The Paritemart Progwrvna 
196816) 1220 Blot MeOhrin (43800) 1JW 
Seswrn flran (44583) 220 Food File 
(4003) 220 Charted 4 Bactofl (05070431) 
425 Star 23 (3259003) &4D CtXJnfttonn 

E | 620 Gemssmasur (632) 6JOO News 
30) &10 Heno (968030) 720 Pobol Y 
C501SD 720 Tony AC Atoms (303) 8JOO 
Adds (4787) 620 News (Z7248S) 825 
Treaon (397903) 020 Many ErtfeUe GuKte 
To the Opera (36564) 1020 Drop the Deed 
Dcrtffl y (99545) 1030 FJm. Angel 

(62453632) 12.10 The Word — Access Ml 
Areas (2963688) 1220 The Guadten War- 
view— Kan Loach (8387268) i.io Ctose 
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SATELLITE 


SKY ONE _ 

fi-DOem The DJ Krt Show (36355564) 8 M 
Lamb Chops Ptay-a-Long (6815670) 6.10 
Cditaa (S23Z167) 920The Pyramid Gome 
(61274) 1020 Strike U Rch (20090) 1020 
The Bold end the BeeuUU (46664) 1120 
Hart to Harr (70583) 1220 Falcon Crea 
(64125) 1.00pm E Street (81899) 120 
Another Mtorid (4050787) Z1S Santa Babe- 
re (414800) 245 Maude (536690) 3.15 
Dearer* Strokes (51821Z) 3-45 The DJ Kat 
Show (5474293) 620 Star Ire* The Naa 
GenaraUDO (4ffi2) B20 Games World (1564) 
620 E Street (26116) 720 Rescue (5051) 
720 Fentiy Ties (6800) 620 Mehne Piece 
(28034) 620 Chances (2303(91020 WKHP 
h Ctncnnaa (3iS45) 1020 Stef Trtic The 
New OoneraUon (53187) 1120 Studs 
(28274) 13LOO Pages bom Skytext 

SKY NEWS _ 

News on the hou. 

620am Sunrise (4S3«; 620 News and 
Business Ftoport £88670) 920 Kghtine 
(54748) 1020 Beyond 2000 (18274) 1120 
hTtemaDonal Business Report (32810) 
1220pm News and Business Report 
(16090) 120 Good MominB America (B4019) 
220 Peifiamem Uve (9763632) 3.15 Parte- 
inert Uve (W57496J 630 News end 
Business Ftopon (1941) 520 Lira at Five 
(30456) 620 News and Business Report 
(4263Z1T20 financial rtmss Reports (XTO) 
1020 Nlghtnrie (51729) 1120 ABC News 
{32100) 1220am financial Jimes Reports 
(865B1) 120 ABC News (00336) 220 
Beyond 2000 (85734) 320 ABC News 
(97539) 420 financial Tinas Reports 
(09336) 520-620 ABC News (88681) 

SKY MOVIES PLUS 

62dam Showcase (2«S6fl7TH 

1020 Tom Apert (1969): A Jewish boy and 

an Arab gplfal in love (7B1O0) 

1220 Blue (1B68): Western (35922) 

220pm Grarilrftt hi AMene (1967). Bobby 
Dain plays a sheriff (25810) 

320 TtB Gunner Joe (1977): floptc Ol 
senatcrJoe McCarthy (147564) 

620 Tom Apart (as 10am) (20841) 

820 Uen DonT Lem (1900): JessiCB 
Lange 6ghts lo keep her lairty logeiher ater 
h» hi^end dtes (60478) 

1020 The Haunted (1991): A house is 
possessed by demons. Srenteg Seiy Krt- 
kand and Jeffrey DeMnti (550038) 

1128 Kid (1090): C. Thomas HraveB even- 
ges the nutier of hts parents (674477) 
1.10am Prison (1980): The sort of an 
executed Inmate stalks the culls (133794) 
220 The Decamemn (197Q) Bsht bewt^i 


modem) teles (746)71) 

425 My Son Johnny (1901): Rx* Schroder 
rtivee Corto Nemec to murder (2296171) 
Ends el 625 

SKY MOVIES GOLD _ 

620pm Lawrence ot Arabia (1962): Parer 
OToote stars as T.E Lawrenoe (60327496? 
9AS Coming Home (1078)- Jane Fonda 
befriencta peraptape war veteran Jon Waxpu 
(82003729). Ends te 1120 

THE MOVIE CHANNEL 

620am The Hurricane (1937, bhv): Drama 
on a tropical island (58960552] 

820 Around the World tn 80 Day*: 
Animation (4009019) 

9.15 Snow WMW In Happily Ever After 
Canoon (3167372) 

1026 Whoopee! (1930): Busby Berkeley 
musical veto EdcSe Cantor (39672651) 
12.10pm The Advanturas of Marco Poto 
(1936. tVwj: with Gay Cooper (335093) 
220 Absolute Strangers 11991): Henry 
Writer's wile las cometose (361729) 

3.45 Around the World m 80 Days (as 
02Oem) (1760609) 

420 Snow Wtilta in HeppOy Ewer After (as 

9.15am) (8S97651J 

620 Star Trek —The Next Generation: 
Unification (1991): Captain Pcard meets 
Spock on a» ptanet Ftomute (28583) 

B20 Fttotax (1900): Jomec Batu shi es - 
sunes De ktenay of Charles Gtodn (Z7BC0) 
1020 Lot Him Have It <19911' Fact-based 
drama abort Derek Bewray (98854) 

1220 The Hot Spot (1000). Don Johnson's 
dupicdtius schemas backfire (56350442) 
215em Fattier, Son end the Mtetrees 
(1992)- Mttonaire Jack Lemmon tries io 
rautie ha tamHy (745317) 

320 TM» Earth to NBtoe (1058) Drama Ste 
n CsBotrea'a Nepa valey. Starrteg Claude 
Rains(836387) EncEstefiLSO 

SKY SPORTS _ 

620am Mooning Stretch (71748) 720 British 
Bastebrtf (73062) 920 Morning Stretch 
(17584) 920 German Fdotoafl (11274) 1120 
Motrtng Stretch (1172S) 1220 Rtegude 
(75564) 220pm Irish Snooker (822477) 520 
(toll Five (2583) 520 Sno*boar*ig (4293) 
620 Soccer News (SSQ7S7) 823 WWF A0- 
Amencan Wresting (30903) 720 Netbuslers 
(80150 720 European League RcuncHJp 
(81767) 620 The Boot Room (7274) 920 US 
PGA GoV (71699) 1120-120am Instn 
Snooker (82125) 

EUROSPORT _ 

730am Step Aerobes (454637181620 Car 
Racoig (S2564) 920-American Basketball 
(67545) 1120 Alpme SWng. women's 
doMrtdl (00361) 1220 AJpme SkSng. men's 



dovmtvfl 136187) 14>0pm American Baskei- 
baB (45835) 220 NHL Ice Hockey (42187) 
420 Equestrian (29748) 5.00 Alpine Stong 
(3458) 6.00 Free Style Statnfl (6274) 620 
Eurospart News (7534) 720 Trans World 
Sport (47632) BJOO Ford Ski Report (55300) 
920 Football 1994 World Cup Qualifiers 
(19361) 1020 European Basketball (5530&) 
1220-1220am Euiosport News (306261 

UK GOLD _ 

620am Rateow (5286107P) 6.15 Butter) 
Moon (52859574) 620 Bucky O'Hare 
(8663380) 720 Bravestarr (2090477) 720 
Neighbour (20022121 620 Sons and 
DmitfiKns (16199221 620 EaSEnders 
(1616293) 020 The SB (1609545) 020 The 
Oman Une (6611477) 1020 Jrtra Bravo 
(3022545) 1120 To the Manor Bom 
(9653449) 1220 Sons and DauBhters 
(1629309) 1220pm No^tooure (6821635) 
120 EastEndera (2090746) 120 The Bfl 
(6620106) 2-00 'Alto 'Alto* (2540835) 220 
Three UR Two Down (5243309) 100 Daias 
(5953485) 420 Dynasty 16408570) 520 


Candid Camera (2S3l 1ST) 520 Us a 
Clue (52471251 6.00 NaiShboura (524403S1 
620 The Onetin Line (1511187) 720 'ABO 
•Altai (52242741 820 East Bidets C5fi0699i 
820 Three Up. Two Down (2545*1061 920 
Jubti Brovo (2518767) 1020 The BB 
(16200381 1020 Canoe Conftdereiai 

(1606458) 1120 The Kenny Ewren Tele¬ 
vision Show (1553629) 1120 Dr Wlho. The 
SJreians With Jon Penwee (6650816) 1220 
Ftn The Man n Grey (1943. ni*) stamng 
Phytis Caven and James Mason (3806336) 
IriSSJSOam Video Bees 3326220) 

THE CHILDREN’S CHANNEL 

620am Stones Without Words (59699) 620 
Canoon Capers UM97274) 7.15 K*sy Fix 
(248654) 8-45 Jack m the Box 1888944) 
10-45 Stones Without wwds (931632) 11.15 
Canoon Capers (5574125) 12.00 Cfourang 
Around (44632) 1220pm Mast* (788161120 
Jack m the Box (E3&9/ S20 Kitsy Fur 
155187) 420 Sprff and Herortea (9767) 420 
T-fiex (8651) 520 TVFM (8647) 520 Saved 
Cry the Be* (9903) 6.00-720 Fame (87835) 


SPAIN - 

A Summer Holiday 

j 

with flights for 2 

O 

-FREE! 



A lujtuq ■ 7 -Jay holiday far two on the Cosin del Sol, 
flights inrludfd, cun be yours FRE£ when j’ou buy a week 
of litneshare with Barrall. Choose from The Dona Lola Club 
in Spain, or any onr of (he nirif fu.vury Barrall Resorts in 
Spain, 5colIflndAVab or England. 

Buying with Barratt opens the door to so many 
holiday options , plus uchantjc fo ow 2,000 oftirr RCf 
resorts ivorld wide. The free holiday week o//er applies fo flie 
purehase of any week in Red-Time. Summer or Chrisfrnas, 
and weeks sfurt Jrom as liifle as £2,750. 

Call Barrall Timeshare for full delails now. 






Ps/n/i 

MKt-Ul INTCBN.UiriK.1l MiORH. li t THE WHARF. BRIDCC STRtEt. HIRMlKWIAM. 
trtir MIDUW05 01 .’IS. TRAVEL AHfASC.rUIKJi 01 THE BAKCATT TR.UCL Clt'B 
AOIKG M AGENTS Fill MVk NERS ABMMU TRAVEL LIMTTEU ATUl JeUi 
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RUGBY UNION 39 

UNDERWOOD KEEPS 
RAF ON COURSE 
FOR CHAMPIONSHIP 


BASKETBALL40 

: DOMESTIC GAME * 
BACK ON THE 
ROAD TO RECOVERY 


THURSDAY MARCH 25 1993 



AO change Oxford’s crew switch 
from experimental to conventional 
oars midway through practice on 
the Hames yesterday. The Dark 
Blues are stdl undecided which 
they wiD use in Saturday's Boat 
Race (Mike RoseweD writes). In 
their morning outing they boated 
horn Putney sporting the new 


deavers but after paddling to 
Barnes and halfway home, the crew 
stopped and Steve Royie, Oxford’s 
director of rowing, handed out 
their old set of blades. 

Hie conventional Macon set had 
been stowed unseen in the launch 
and the crew finished their outing 
with these. The afternoon contests 


with the Old Sues crew were also 
undertaken with the Macons, rais¬ 
ing speculation that they will use 
them on Saturday. 

Whatever the decision, the crew 
members will not worry unduly. 
They have all used cleavers in their 
international and domestic careers 
and the switch can be made 


without much preparation. Some 
coaches last summer raced with 
deavers and moved back to 
conventionals for some training 
before switching again to the big 
Wades just before a race: The 
British eight in the Olympics last 
summer used both types. 

Oxford’s indecision is probably 


linked to two factors: the non¬ 
standard length of the Boat Race 
— four and a quarter miles as 
opposed to foe 2.000-metre dis¬ 
tance of most <rf their races — and 
the unpredictability of Tideway 
conditions. 

Finishing touches, page 42 


Souness faces touchline ban 


By Keith Pike 

GRAEME Souness. the Liver¬ 
pool manager, is almost cer¬ 
tain to receive a touchline ban 
from the Football Association 
after being ordered from the 
dugout during their Premier 
League match against Crystal 
Palace at Selhurst Park on 
Tuesday night 

Souness wiQ be reported by 
Roger Dflkes, the referee, for 
using abusive language to a 
linesman. Dilkes instructed 
Souness to watch the last eight 
minutes of the game from the 
front row of the stand. 

Souness. already furious 
that a goal by Rush had been 
disallowed for offside, leapt to 
his feet to remonstrate with foe 
linesman when Armstrong 
was allowed to score Palace's 
equaliser in a 1-1 draw, de¬ 


spite what appeared to be a 
foul on James, foe Liverpool 
goalkeeper. 

Souness’s record win not 
stand him in good stead. He 
has served one match of a five- 
game Uefa touchline ban after 
an outburst at a referee during 
Liverpool’s Cup Winners’ Cup 
game against Spartak Mos¬ 
cow last October, and twice 
incurred similar punishments 
from foe Scottish FA when he 


“Referees are always saying 
they want to get together with 
managers," Souness said. “If I 
can't ask a linesman about an 
incident I thought was a push, 
there’s something wrong. ” 

A last-minute setback, pre¬ 
vented foe £1.5 million ex¬ 
change deal involving Kevin 
Gallacher. of Coventry, and 
the Blackburn forward, Roy 


Wegerie, being completed yes¬ 
terday, although it is expected 
to go through today. The delay 
over Blackburn completing 
enquiries into GaHacherfs fit¬ 
ness led to Coventry withdraw¬ 
ing Wegerie from last night's 
league game with Sheffield 
United at Highfield Road. 

Nottingham Forest have de¬ 
rided against making a fresh 
offer for Stan CoOymore, foe 
Southend forward. They have 
had offers of £1.5 million and 
El .75 million rejected, and 
after watching him play in 
Southend’s 4-0 defeat at Notts 
County on Tuesday, Ron 
Fenton, foe Forest assistant 
manager, said: “We’ve made 
our final offer. If they come 
bade to us, something could 
still happen." 

Martin Allen, foe West' 
Ham United midfield player. 


was yesterday suspended for 
four matches and fined £1,000 
by the FA. Allen, who has been 
booked 12 times this season, 
was ordered to appear before a 
special FA disciplinary com¬ 
mittee after becoming the first 
professional player in Eng¬ 
land to top 41 points for foe 
season. 

His suspension starts tins 
Saturday. Also missing will be 
Julian Dicks, his team-mate, 
who starts a two-match ban. 
Dicks was cautioned for the 
fortieth time in five years 
during their 1-0 defeat by 
Oxford United at foe Manor 
Ground on Tuesday night 

The West Ham manager, 
BQly Bonds, who has already 
fined Dicks and stripped him 
of foe dub captaincy, said: “It 
is obvious we have bad a 
disripfinaiy problem this sear 


son and it is something we are 
going to have to try to put 
straight" 

Alan little was yesterday 
appointed manager of York 
City. Little, whose brother. 
Britan, is in charge at Leicester 
City, succeeds John Ward, 
who took over at Bristol 
Rovers on March 12. . 

little has been caretaker 
manager since Ward left and 
is understood to have turned 
down tiie opportunity of going 
to Rovers as Ward’s assistant 

Newcastle-born Little, 38, 
played for Aston Villa, South- 
end, Barnsley, Doncaster. 
Torquay. Halifax and Hartle¬ 
pool, where a broken leg 
ended his playing days right 
years aga • 

Arsenal and Sheffield Wed¬ 
nesday players will be foe first 
to have their names displayed 


on foirts for a major Wembley 
cup final in a one-off experi¬ 
ment next month. The Coca- 
Cola Cup finalists will have 
their names above their shirt 
numbers for foe maftii at 
Wembley on April 18. .. 

Oldhamyesterday complet¬ 
ed the £300,000 signing of 
Darren Beckfoid, foe Nor¬ 
wich forwaid- 
Crystal Palace have signed 
the forward. Loirie Donowa, 
and foe goalkeeper, Martin 
Thomas, on loan from 
Birmingham City until the 
end of foe season. - 
The: Republic of Ireland 
goalkeeper; Geny Peytoa-has 
rgoined Brentfold on a free 
transfer after being released 
by Everton. Peyton played 17 
games for Brentford daring a 
tfarewnonth loan spell at Grif¬ 
fin Park earlier this season. 


Mansell given rare vote of confidence by Prost 



Prost critical of IndyCar 


From Oliver Holt in sfo paulo 

ALAIN Prost and Damon H3L 
colleagues at Williams. Formula One 
motor racing’s leading team, yester¬ 
day offered contrasting opinions on 
the threat posed to their side of the 
sport fay LndyCar raring in foe wake 
of Nigd Mansell's winning debut in 
Australia on Sunday. 

As the grand prix cavalcade 
assembled here at the edge of S3o 
Paulo, Prost, the man whose signing 
hastened Mansell’s departure from 
w illiam s, appeared to give the man' 
who was for so king his bitter rival a 
rare vote of confidence: “I think it is 
normal that Nigd won foe race.” 
Prost said. “Nigd is by far the best 
driver in IndyCar.” 


Frost’s praise; though, was the 
prelude to an attack on Mansell's 
new code. “On the technical side, 
there can be no comparison with 
Formula One we are far ahead." he 
said. “In IndyCar, the show is more 
impo rtant than evaything else. It 
would be ridiculous to worry about 
IndyCar because it is a different 
mentality, a different country and 
another world.” 

Hill though, was a little more 
circumspect in Ms assessment or the 
forest posed by Mansdl’s new event. 
They do not have the same strength 
in depth of talent that Formula One 
has." he said- “IndyCar is essentially 
a domestic series". 

“Television coverage is foe bottom 
fine, and if sponsors can get the same 


coverage for less money in IndyCar. 
then that could be a snag. The 
problem, though, would arise if 
Senna or Prost ever went over there, 
too. It only takes two people of 
similar ability to make a race and 
that would turn things round quite a 
bit- But I don’t believe that mil 
happen. Prostand Senna believe that 
Formula One is the pomade and ! 
think they want to stay here." 

McLaren confirmed yesterday that 
Senna will remain in Formula One 
for at least one more Grand Prix. The 
negotiations between the Brazilian 
and Ron Dennis, owner of the team, 
are still continuing but Senna has 
been named alongside Michael 
Andretti as a definite starter in 
Sunday’s race. The grand prix wiD be 


without the March team, however — 
they pulled out of the world champ¬ 
ionship yesterday, leaving 26 cars to 
contect the series. 

Prost's appearanc e at Interiagos 
was secured lastTbursday when Fisa 
de cided not to punish him for 
comments he is alleged to have made 
to a French magazine, “I am very 
pleased," the Frenchman said yester¬ 
day. “it would have been ridiculous 
to suspend me and bad for the sport-” 
HID, meanwhile, said he was looking 
forward to improving cm his first race 
for Williams at Kyakuni. when he 
spun on the first lap and was then 
shunted off by Alessandro Zanardias: 
he strove to work his way back up the 
field. T win be doing pretty badly to 
be worse than that," he raid. 
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ACROSS 

7 Ammunition (4) 

8 Eagle-like (8) 

9 Language akin to Czech 
( 6 ) 

10 Waterdown(6) 

11 Chanty (4) 

12 Go wild (3 .5) 

15 Freshwater turtle (8) 

17 Route (4) 

18 Requesting (6) 

21 Furrow cutter (6) 

22 Extra (8) 

23 Frolic (4) 


DOWN 

1 Modest charge (5 3) 

2 Escorted group (6) 

3 Theatrical setting (8) 

4 College court (4) 

5 Zigzag ski race (6) 

6 Tangle (4) 

13 Alley bowls (8) 

14 Class (8) 

16 Dried grape (6) 

17 Curly coal dog (6) 

19 Team (4) 

20 Get advantage (4) 


SOLUTION TO NO 3054 

ACROSS: I Tutor 4 Surface 8 Rearguard 9 And 
lOSup 11 indicator 12Treat 13 lime 16 Whitewash 
ISNoh 20 Red 21 Essential 22 Stand-by 23 Every 
DOWN: 1 Terms 2 Traipse 3 Regain the lead 4 Shandy , 
5 Radical change 6 Await 7 Endorse 12 Towards 14 Ton-■ 
tine IS Marshy 17India 19Holly 


% Raymond Keene, Chess 
Correspondent 
This position is from the 
game Novikov — Rhodin, 
Bern 1993. This position 
contains the classic ingredi¬ 
ents for a winning combina¬ 
tion: blade has a weak back 
rank and his queen and rook 
are both unprotected. White 
to play and win. 

Solution on page 39 
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WORD-WATCHING 


By PHILIP HOWARD 

DAPPING ‘ 

a. Eyeing lasciviously * 

b. Fishing 

c. The fringe of acarpet 
TEUCRIUM 

a. A Trojan helmet 

b. A grey-leaved shrub 
c The seventh vertebra 


TEUCHTER 

a. The fourth son 

b. A small gazelle 

c. A Highlander 
KARREN 

a. Nordic Sirens 

b. Limestone fissures 

c. A Cornish coracle 

Answers on page 39 


America Topliss 
in$20m loaned 
launch to to raise 


promote 
World Cup 

MIXING scone uniquely 
American symbols with foot- 
. balls; World Cup organizers 
yesterday began their $20 

mflK nrt jutwi tiprig pitch to 

sell tiie 1994 event to the 
American public. > 

The first phase of a print 
and television campaign to 
prepare Americans for the 
World Cup Uses cowboys, 
homesteaders, Neil Ann- 
strong on the moon, and — 
possibly the most, disturbing 
to Americans — a 1940s era 
American football players 
with a soccer ban underhis 
arm in Heisman TropfryJike 
pose. 

Ibis “American Icon" print 

c amp aig n will. begin . iiwi '• 

week along with a series of 
ten. ten-second television 
commercials featuring video 
dips from last year’s Earo- 
• wean championshiparid dos¬ 
ing with oiteof Woodd Cup’s 
ten leading sponsors. 

- The print campaign wffl 
•also indude “advertorials’’, 
an advertisement that looks 
fike a magazine story, featur¬ 
ing American sports heroes' 
-feelings towards the World 
Cup- The stated purpose of 
die advertisements is to . 
educate foe pubfic. one which 
is largdy ignorant of soccez; 
arid also create type. . 

Critics have repeatedly pre¬ 
dicted a flop ofthe World Cup 
in die United State* but the 
World- Cup ch airma n, Alan 
Rothenberg pointed out sev¬ 
eral areas where he says 
interest has exceeded 
expectatkmsJtothenberg not¬ 
ed the 27 cities that Ud to ’ 
host World Grp games and 
. events—the most ever, a deal -. 
with (he ABC .network and 
ESPN cable channel to tele¬ 
vise all 52 games and, the 
| most recent example: a near 
sellout erf the private saleof 
World Cop tickets ; to the 
“American soccer family” . 

Despite disappointment by 
some, such as Pefe; who has 
said he was discotnaged by 
the lack of medfa attention 
towards the World Cup in the 
United States.; Rothenberg 
said he frit the attitude was 
changing. “We’re getting 
more and more written in 
newspapers," besaid. “If you 
compare it with a year or two 
years ago. it’s improving. We 
get excellent coverage. But we 
have to be careful of not 
peakmgtoo early. It’s still 15 
months away. You have to 
build with blocks. You can't 
h nild artificially.”. 


French * 
spirits 

By Christopher Irvine 

GREAT Britain’s rugby 
league team is aiding tire 
opposition by loaning out 
David Topliss, the Wakefield 
Trinity coach, to raise France's 
flagging esprit de corps and 
instil greater tactical aware¬ 
ness in preparation for their 
second international tomor- 
rowweek. 

Topliss, the former Great 
Britain . stand-off. half and 
national nnder-21 team man¬ 
ager. will have two t raining s 
ressfans with the French and ■? 
Oversee them at Headingley. 

“I’D be hying to get some 
method into their play. I’m as 
partisan as anyone, but its 
. important to work on. improv¬ 
ing the challenge they can 
provide us," TopUss said. 

. French resistance was at its 
feeblest in the record 48-6 
borne defeat by a weakened 
Britain three weeks ago, re¬ 
sulting in the plea for help to 
the Rugby Football League. 

- Tophss can only concentrate 
on improving defence td pre¬ 
vent Great Britain inflicting 
further embarrassment arid 
bringing into question tbe % 
continued worth of the two . 
annual fixtures. With co mpar- 
afivdy few countries playing 
the game, foe League is anx¬ 
ious not to disenfranchise an 
importantmember state. 

"France have realised they 
need-to adapt to the modem 
game, as we did after looking 
at Australian methods," 
David Howes, the League's 
spokesman, said. “It's a mat¬ 
ter of them looking to die 
future, and this kind of cooper¬ 
ation could develop farther, as 
Hull are showing fay inviting 
young players from France to 
spend time with them." 

Steve Pilgrim, tbe banned 
former Wasps and England B 
rugby union full back, is to 
make bis debm in foe Halifax 
Affiance ride tomorrow at 
home to Castiefbrd. after fail¬ 
ing last wedc to win a contract 
with leeds. 

□ Rugby league supporters 
have overwhelmingly rejected 
plans for a switch to two 
divisions, in which three dubs 
win be axed. More than 400 
readers took part in a tele¬ 
phone poll conducted fay the 
Rugby Leaguer newspaper, 
with a ratio of 11 to one 
opposing tiie changes, which 
are set to be introduced for 
next season. 

—:- ¥ 
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of the 
Software World 



E is an “open” secret that Oracle Corp, tbe 
irgest database vendor on Earth, choose Son 
as die primary development platform for its next 
generation RDBMS products. 

It m ight be tbe sheer nmnber-crunching speed of 
Sun SPARCstations. Or Sun’s expertise in distributed 
cheot/sQ-ver computing. They-might have been 
swayed .by Sun’s robust UNIX development 
environment, symmetric multiprocessing and 
multi-th reading: 

Or just reassured that Son are die world’s fastest 

growing mmp ntw com pany ? 

.liras ORACLE users on, Son have the benefit of 
earliest access iq. new products. Eke the latest 
release, 0RACLE7. For more information, please 
phone Morse Computers. 


❖ 



wfMim CwpnnUiii 

•' A u thorise d 
Business Centre 


*SmiVi» there*. 


Morse Computes Ltd. ;08£47& 04M: 


vasaa 
















































